
Compares Basic Teachings and Beliefs

• Reaching Out to Muslims
• Answering Misunderstandings



Religious History
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What Muslims Believe
Islam, the Original Religion
Muslims believe that Islam (meaning 
“submission” to Allah) is the original religion 
since the creation of Adam, the first prophet. 
Since the beginning of time, all people who 
submit to Allah are called Muslims. Over 
the centuries, Allah appointed thousands 
of prophets to warn and guide mankind. 
Prominent among them were Ibrahim 
(Abraham), Musa (Moses), Dawud (David), and 
Isa Al Masih ( Jesus the Messiah). 
Muhammad, the Final Prophet
Mankind habitually strayed from the way of 
Allah revealed through the prophets. About  
ad 610 in Arabia, Allah sent the last prophet, 
Muhammad, who united the Arab tribes and 
turned them from idolatry to Islam.
The Spread of Islam
After the death of Muhammad in ad 632, 
Sunni Islam rapidly spread from Arabia under 
the leadership of the first four “rightly guided” 
rulers (caliphs) who were close companions 
of Muhammad. Shia Islam began to rapidly 

spread through 
the teachings of 
“infallible” Imams 
from the bloodline 
of Muhammad. 
To Muslims, 
the military 
and economic 
expansion of Islam 
liberated people 
suffering under the 
corrupt Byzantine 
and Persian 
Empires.

What Christians Believe
Adam and Jesus
Christians also trace their religious history back 
to Adam, who brought the curse of sin upon 
all mankind (Gen. 1–3). In the Bible, Jesus 
is known as the second Adam, who came to 
remove this curse of sin (Rom. 5).

Abraham and Jesus
God’s plan unfolded carefully over history. 
Abraham (Ibrahim in Arabic) was promised the 
blessing to carry out God’s eternal purposes. He 
was blessed so he could be a blessing to all the 
families of the earth (Gen. 12:1–3; Gal. 3). Jesus 
is the promised seed of Eve who would crush 
the head of Satan (Shaytan in Arabic; Gen. 3:15) 
and bring the blessing of the “Good News” (Injil 
in Arabic).
The Victory of Jesus
A great war has been raging throughout the 
Creation, a struggle in which Satan has twisted 
all good things—even religion—into weapons 
to discredit God. The decisive battle of this war 
was won on the cross when Jesus destroyed 
Satan’s power and overcame the curse of sin. By 
rising from the dead, Jesus conquered death, a 
consequence of the curse, and thereby offers the 
blessing of eternal life to mankind.

How to Correct 
Misunderstandings

The Misunderstandings
Religious history between Christians and 
Muslims is covered with blood and war, much 
like all of human history. God’s name has 
been used by both sides to justify murder and 
mayhem. Several key events in history continue 
to affect the perceptions of Christians and 
Muslims. These events include the Islamic 
expansion (7th–8th centuries), the Crusades 
(11th–13th centuries), the establishment of the 
state of Israel in 1948, the attack on the World 
Trade Center, the Gulf Wars of 1991 and 2003, 
and many other events. 
Correcting the Misunderstandings
Historians have pointed out that these “holy 
wars” of history were more about economics 
than faith. Yet economic struggle cannot explain 
the intense hatred, cruelty and malicious evil of a 
Crusader, Nazi, or suicide bomber. Behind these 
horrors is a deeper spiritual war and a vindictive 
enemy, namely Satan. Christians and Muslims 
should not lose sight of Satan, the “enemy of 
souls.” By recognizing the common enemy, 
Christians can create a context in which they can 
build relationships with Muslims.
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What Muslims Believe
Allah Is One
The absolute oneness of Allah is primary 
to Muslims. The greatest sin is to associate 
any partner with him. This sin is called shirk. 
Muhammad’s message advocating one God was 
courageous because idolatry was the established 
religion of Arabia. Muhammad challenged this 
system and finally prevailed with the message of 
monotheism. Islam is rooted in this commitment 
to the belief in one God. 
Allah Cannot Be Compared 
Allah is transcendent and cannot be compared 
to humans or any other created thing. Allah’s 
character and attributes are revealed through his 
99 Arabic names, the two most common being 
“The Merciful” and “The Compassionate.” Allah 
is never described in Islam by using human family 
terms such as “father” or “son.” In the Quran he 
reveals his will for mankind to obey, not his person 
for mankind to relate with and know. 
Allah’s Ultimate Attribute: His Will
Allah creates and sustains all life, spiritual 
and material. His will is absolute and cannot 
be questioned by his creation. He is our final 
judge without a mediator. The best chance on 
Judgment Day is for those who live lives of 
righteousness and submission to Allah’s will—
Insha Allah (God willing).

What Christians Believe
God: A Unity, Not a Unit
The Bible teaches that God is one, but he is 
a complex unity, not just a simple unit. He is 
completely unique, a personal God who existed 
in relationship from eternity.
God the Father, God the Son,  
God the Holy Spirit
Scripture reveals God as the ultimate Father, in 
name, character, and person, but always as the 
Creator, never with sexual references. God also 
reveals himself as the Eternal Word, who became 
flesh when the Holy Spirit overshadowed the 
Virgin Mary and conceived Jesus, the Messiah, 
who is also called the Son of God in the Bible. In 
his teaching, Jesus further reveals God the Holy 
Spirit, who was sent by the Father and himself.

The Bible presents a 
mystery of three persons 
revealed as one God. 
Although the word 
“Trinity” is not in the Bible, the term captures 
Bible truths about God. The Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit are God, not just three parts of 
God or three names for the same person. God 
reveals himself as a tri-unity.
God’s Ultimate Attribute: His Love
The Bible says, “God is Love.” This love existed 
from eternity as the Father loved the Son even 
before the foundation of the world. God’s love is 
expressed through creation. God does not simply 
choose to love; his love chooses to act. “God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son” ( John 3:16).

How to Correct 
Misunderstandings

The Misunderstandings
Most Muslims consider Christians to be 
polytheists (people who believe in many 
gods) because of the Trinity. A popular 
misunderstanding of the Trinity is that 
Christians believe that a Father God had sex with 
a Mother God (Mary) to produce their “Son 
of God.” No Christian believes this. Educated 
Muslims understand this false Trinity is not 
what Christians believe, but they still do not 
understand how the math can show God’s unity. 
To them it is simple: 1+1+1=3; Father + Son 
+ Holy Spirit = Three Gods. This is not what 
Christians believe. 
Correcting the Misunderstandings
Rather than use an analogy of adding units 
(1+1+1=3), the Trinity has been explained as 
multiplied wholeness (1x1x1=1). The Bible says 
Jesus is the eternal “Word of God” revealed in 
flesh through the virgin birth. The Quran sets 
apart Jesus as “His (God’s) Word” and “a Spirit 
from Him (God)” and mentions his virgin 
birth and miracles. Muslims also believe in the 
second coming of Jesus, because Jesus is called 
the “Sign of the Hour” in the Quran. Muslims 
like to point out how the Quran honors Jesus. 
Yet such positive references to Jesus in the Quran 
are few compared to the complete story of Jesus 
preserved by God in the New Testament. 
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Who is God?
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Holy Scriptures
What Muslims Believe

The Only Trustworthy Scripture
According to Muslims, there is only one 
trustworthy Holy Scripture, the Quran (“a text 
to recite”). Many prophets before Muhammad 
were also given Allah’s Word, among them: 
Musa (Moses) given the Taurat (Torah), 
Dawud (David) given the Zabur (Psalms), and 
Isa ( Jesus) given the Injil (Gospel). However, 
Muslims are taught that all these writings 
were corrupted. Allah appointed Muhammad 
to receive the Quran in order to correct this 
corruption.
How Muslims Got the Quran
In ad 610, Allah sent the archangel Gabriel 
(Jibrail in Arabic) to Muhammad in Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia. Over the next 22 years, Allah “sent 
down” revelations to Gabriel who dictated them 
to Muhammad with the command to recite it to 
others. Shortly after Muhammad’s death in  
ad 632, his followers gathered the texts of 
different lengths into 114 chapters (Sura in 
Arabic). The third caliph, Uthman, had scholars 
compile an official Quran, in written form, and 
had all other variant texts burned. 
The Quran Today
The Quran is considered divine in its original 
Arabic form, and Muslims memorize and recite it 
only in this pure language.

What Christians Believe
How Christians Got the Bible
Followers of Jesus believe the Bible is the 
authoritative, inspired word of God, composed 
of 66 different books, transmitted through at least 
40 prophets, apostles, and holy men. The first 39 
books, written before the coming of Christ, are 
called the Old Testament. The Old Testament 
was written over many centuries by various 
authors in diverse cultures using the Hebrew and 
Aramaic languages. The remaining 27 books after 
Christ are called the New Testament. They were 
written in Greek, the dominant language of the 1st 
century. The New Testament contains collections 
of eyewitness reports of the life and teachings 
of Jesus, followed by a history of his disciples 
over the next 50 years, including letters from his 

apostles and a vision of the end times called the 
“Revelation.” 

Inspiration 
The Christian view of inspiration is that God 
“breathed” his Word through many people 
(mostly inspiring, rarely dictating). Therefore 
the Bible reflects cultures as diverse as Abraham’s 
nomadic lifestyle to the royal court of King 
David. The result is a book of beautiful human 
diversity interwoven with divine unity.

How to Correct 
Misunderstandings

The Misunderstandings
Muslims feel sorry that Christians follow a 
corrupted book and most Muslims avoid the 
Bible. Even among Western-educated Muslims, 
the great diversity of Bible versions and 
translations adds to their belief that the Bible is 
corrupted. 
Correcting the Misunderstandings
Muhammad did not question the accuracy 
of the Bible; he criticized contemporary 
Jews and Christians for misinterpreting or 
not obeying their existing Scriptures. The 
accusation that the text of the Bible had been 
corrupted came centuries after Muhammad, 
at a time when Muslim scholars realized there 
were contradictions between the Quran and 
the Bible. Yet the Quran points to the Bible as 
truth to obey many times. The text of the Bible is 
better preserved than the writings of any ancient 
author. Furthermore, the discovery of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls confirmed the reliability of the Bible. 
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