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JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

When accused by the Pharisees, Jesus 
pointed out their hypocrisy with words 
from Isaiah. MATT. 15:7–9; MARK 7:6–7

“These people … honor me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
Their worship of me is based on merely 
human rules.” ISA. 29:13

“What can anyone give in exchange for 
their soul?” MATT. 16:26; MARK 8:37

“No one can redeem the life of another 
or give to God a ransom for them.… 
No payment is ever enough.” PS. 49:7–9

“The Son of Man is going to come in 
his Father’s glory … [and] reward each 
person according to what they have 
done.” MATT. 16:27; MARK 8:38; LUKE 9:26

“I the Lord search the heart and 
examine the mind, to reward each 
person according to their conduct, 
according to what their deeds deserve.” 
JER. 17:10 (PS. 62:12)

“You unbelieving and perverse 
generation.” MATT. 17:17; MARK 9:19; 
LUKE 9:41

“They are a perverse generation.” 
DEUT. 32:20

Jesus appealed to his and the Father’s 
testimony to establish his divine 
authority. JOHN 8:14–18

The law of Moses required the 
testimony of a minimum of two 
witnesses. DEUT. 19:15

Jesus also used Deuteronomy 19:15 to 
teach about restoring a fallen believer. 
MATT. 18:15–17 

“A matter must be established by the 
testimony of two or three witnesses.” 
DEUT. 19:15

“Rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven.” LUKE 10:20 (REV. 3:5)

Daniel’s visions of judgment include a 
book with names in it that reveals one’s 
eternal destiny. DAN. 7:10; 12:1

Jesus described hell using words from 
Isaiah. MARK 9:47–48

“The worms that eat them will not die, 
the fire that burns them will not be 
quenched.” ISA. 66:24

Answering a question about divorce, 
Jesus pointed to the creation account 
in Genesis. MATT. 19:4–6; MARK 10:6–9

“… male and female he created them.” 
GEN. 1:27  “... united to his wife, they 
become one flesh.” GEN. 2:24

“I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep.” JOHN 10:11

“I will place over them one shepherd, 
my servant David, and he will tend 
them.” EZEK. 34:23

In his discussion with the rich young 
ruler, Jesus cited from the Ten 
Commandments and a teaching in 
Leviticus. MATT. 19:18–19; MARK 10:19; 
LUKE 18:20

Honor your parents. You shall not 
murder, commit adultery, steal, or give 
false testimony. EX. 20:12–16  “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” LEV. 19:18

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus quoted from Psalms to argue that 
if civic leaders were called “gods,” why 
not recognize Jesus’ divine identity in 
light of his miracles? JOHN 10:34

In Psalm 82, God addresses Israel’s 
leaders and judges as “gods” because 
they were acting as his representatives.  
PS. 82:6

In his parable of the tenants, Jesus is 
the son sent to the vineyard, only to  
be killed by the wicked tenants.  
MARK 12:1–12; LUKE 20:9–16

Jesus’ listeners would’ve been familiar 
with this symbolism because Israel 
is compared to a vineyard in the Old 
Testament. ISA. 5:1–7

Jesus claimed that God had chosen 
him, the rejected “cornerstone,” to be 
the source of salvation. MATT. 21:42; 
MARK 12:10; LUKE 20:17

“The stone the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; the Lord has 
done this, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes.” PS. 118:22–23

Jesus drew on Old Testament imagery 
of a cup to express that he would soon 
bear God’s wrath against sin on the 
cross. MATT. 20:22; MARK 10:38

In the Old Testament, drinking from a 
cup frequently refers to undergoing 
suffering that results from God’s wrath. 
PS. 75:8; ISA. 51:17; JER. 25:15–29

“The Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.” MATT. 20:28; 
MARK 10:45

“For he bore the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors.”  
ISA. 53:12

Jesus alluded to Deuteronomy to teach 
that devotion to God should come 
before even good deeds like helping 
the poor. MARK 14:7; JOHN 12:8

“There will always be poor people in 
the land. Therefore I command you to 
be openhanded toward your fellow 
Israelites who are poor.” DEUT. 15:11

When the Pharisees told Jesus’ 
disciples to stop praising him, Jesus 
said, “If they keep quiet, the stones will 
cry out.” LUKE 19:40

“The stones of the wall will cry out,  
and the beams of the woodwork will 
echo it.” HAB. 2:11

Jesus’ warning of the future destruction 
of Jerusalem echoes God’s words  
of judgment in the Old Testament.  
LUKE 19:43

“I will encamp against you on all sides; 
I will encircle you with towers and  
set up my siege works against you.”  
ISA. 29:3 (JER. 6:6; EZEK. 4:2)

Jesus used imagery from Old Testament 
prophecies about the terrifying 
destruction of Israel. LUKE 19:44

“Your fortress will be devastated … 
when mothers were dashed to the 
ground with their children.” HOS. 10:14 
(NAH. 3:10)

Jesus overturned the merchants’ tables 
in the temple, quoting from Isaiah.  
MATT. 21:13; MARK 11:17; LUKE 19:46

“My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations.” ISA. 56:7 

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus also quoted from Jeremiah when 
overturning the tables in the temple. 
MATT. 21:13; MARK 11:17; LUKE 19:46

“Has this house, which bears my Name, 
become a den of robbers to you?”  
JER. 7:11

“From the lips of children and infants 
you, Lord, have called forth your 
praise.” MATT. 21:16

God uses the “praise of children and 
infants” to defeat his enemies. PS. 8:2

In defense of the resurrection, Jesus 
quoted from Exodus to show that God 
is the God of the living. MATT. 22:31–32; 
MARK 12:26; LUKE 20:37

“I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God 
of Jacob.” EX. 3:6

Jesus prefaced his answer about the 
greatest commandment by affirming a 
central tenet of Jewish faith. MARK 12:29

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one.” DEUT. 6:4 

Jesus said the greatest commandment 
is to love God with one’s whole being. 
MATT. 22:37–39; MARK 12:30

“Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength.” DEUT. 6:5

Jesus said the second greatest 
commandment is to love others. 
MATT. 22:37–39; MARK 12:31

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
LEV. 19:18

Jesus referred to Psalm 110, where 
David calls the Messiah his “lord,” 
indicating that the Messiah is greater 
than David. MATT. 22:44; MARK 12:36; 
LUKE 20:42–43

“The Lord says to my lord: ‘Sit at my 
right hand until I make your enemies a 
footstool for your feet.’” PS. 110:1

Jesus accused the Pharisees of 
neglecting the “more important 
matters of the law—justice, mercy, and 
faithfulness.” MATT. 23:23; LUKE 11:42

“What does the Lord require of you? To 
act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God.” MIC. 6:8

“Upon you will come all the righteous 
blood that has been shed on earth, 
from the blood of righteous Abel to the 
blood of Zechariah.” MATT. 23:35; 
LUKE 11:50–51

Abel was the first martyr in the Bible, 
and Zechariah’s murder is recorded  
in 2 Chronicles, the last book in the 
Hebrew Bible. GEN. 4:8; 2 CHRON. 24:20–21

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem … how often 
I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings.” MATT. 23:37; LUKE 13:34

The Old Testament describes God 
shielding his people like a bird protects 
its young under its wings. DEUT. 32:11; 
RUTH 2:12; PS. 17:8; 36:7; 91:4

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus said that Israel would not see him 
again until they receive him as the one 
“who comes in the name of the Lord.” 
MATT. 23:39; LUKE 13:35

“Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord.” PS. 118:26

“Nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom.” MATT. 24:7; 
MARK 13:8; LUKE 21:10  This end-times sign 
reflects Old Testament descriptions of 
God’s judgment.

“One nation was being crushed by 
another and one city by another, 
because God was troubling them with 
every kind of distress.” 2 CHRON. 15:6 
(ISA. 19:2)

Jesus said that a sign of his second 
coming will be “the abomination that 
causes desolation” standing in the holy 
place. MATT. 24:15; MARK 13:14

“At the temple he will set up an 
abomination that causes desolation, 
until the end that is decreed is poured 
out on him.” DAN. 9:27; 11:31

Jesus told his disciples that he must be 
“numbered with the transgressors” to 
fulfill prophecy. LUKE 22:37

“And [he] was numbered with the 
transgressors.” ISA. 53:12

Jesus quoted Psalm 41:9 to say that 
someone close to him would betray 
him. JOHN 13:18

This verse describes David’s betrayal by 
a close friend who “shared [his] bread.” 
PS. 41:9

Jesus told his disciples that those who 
hate him were fulfilling Scripture.  
JOHN 15:25

“Those who hate me without reason 
outnumber the hairs of my head.”  
PS. 69:4 (PS. 35:19)

“When you see Jerusalem being 
surrounded by armies ... this is the time 
of punishment in fulfillment of all that 
has been written.” LUKE 21:20, 22

Jesus’ words echo Old Testament 
instances of Israel experiencing 
judgment through foreign enemies. 
ISA. 63:4; JER. 5:29; DAN. 9:26; HOS. 9:7

“Then there will be great distress, 
unequaled from the beginning of the 
world until now—and never to be 
equaled again.” MATT. 24:21; MARK 13:19

“There will be a time of distress such as 
has not happened from the beginning 
of nations until then.” DAN. 12:1 (JOEL 2:2)

Jesus prophesied about a coming time 
of darkness when the sun, moon, and 
stars will no longer shine. MATT. 24:49; 
MARK 13:24

“The stars … will not show their light. 
The rising sun will be darkened and the 
moon will not give its light.” ISA. 13:10 
(ISA. 34:4)

When the Son of Man comes, it will be 
“as it was in the days of Noah.”  
MATT. 24:37–39; LUKE 17:26

Noah’s era was characterized by great 
wickedness and evil. GEN. 6:5–8

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus used the story of Sodom and 
Gomorrah and Lot’s wife to show how 
many will be caught off guard by God’s 
judgment. LUKE 17:28–32

When believers see that Jesus’ return is 
near, they should flee their possessions 
and not look back like Lot’s wife to 
Sodom and Gomorrah. GEN. 19:23–26

At his last Passover meal, Jesus 
instituted a commemoration of the new 
covenant based on his sacrificial death. 
MATT. 26:2; MARK 14:14; LUKE 22:8

Passover commemorates the Israelites’ 
deliverance from slavery in Egypt.  
“This is a day you are to commemorate 
... a lasting ordinance.” EX. 12:14

Before his arrest, Jesus quoted a 
prophecy from Zechariah to say that his 
followers would soon desert him.  
MATT. 26:31; MARK 14:27

“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep 
will be scattered.” ZECH. 13:7

At his arrest, Jesus said that what was 
happening was to fulfill the Scriptures. 
MARK 14:49

Some messianic passages in the Old 
Testament speak of a Messiah who 
would suffer greatly as a servant of 
God. ISA. 52:13–53:12; PS. 22 

On trial, Jesus declared, “You will see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand 
of the Mighty One and coming on the 
clouds of heaven.” MATT. 26:64; 
MARK 14:62; LUKE 22:69

Jesus’ words alluded to verses from a 
psalm and the book of Daniel about the 
Son of Man’s authority over all people.  
PS. 110:1; DAN. 7:13–14

On the way to the cross, Jesus applied 
Hosea 10:8 to a coming judgment on 
those who reject him. LUKE 23:30

“They will say to the mountains, ‘Cover 
us!’ and to the hills, ‘Fall on us!’”  
HOS. 10:8

On the cross, Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice with words from Psalm 22.  
MATT. 27:46; MARK 15:34

Lamenting his persecution, David 
wrote, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” PS. 22:1

Just before he died, Jesus called out 
words from Psalm 31. LUKE 23:46

“Into your hands I commit my spirit.” 
PS. 31:5

Before his ascension, the resurrected 
Jesus told his disciples that they would 
receive God’s promised gift of the Holy 
Spirit. ACTS 1:4–5 (ACTS 2:1–21)

“I will pour out my Spirit on all people.” 
JOEL 2:28–32  “I will give you a new heart 
and put a new spirit in you.” EZEK. 36:26

In John’s vision in the book of 
Revelation, Jesus describes himself as 
“the First and the Last.” REV. 1:17

In Isaiah, the Lord declares, “I am the 
first and I am the last.” ISA. 44:6; 48:12

Jesus said to John, “To the one who 
is victorious, I will give the right to eat 
from the tree of life.” REV. 2:7

The “tree of life” in John’s vision refers 
to the tree in the garden of Eden.  
GEN. 2:9

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus told John that the victorious will 
reign with him “over the nations” as 
described in Psalm 2. REV. 2:26–27

“You will break them with a rod of 
iron; you will dash them to pieces like 
pottery.” PS. 2:9

Jesus referred to himself as the one 
who holds the “key of David.” REV. 3:7

“I will place on his shoulder the key to 
the house of David.” ISA. 22:20–22

In John’s letter to Laodicea, Jesus 
echoes Proverbs, saying, “Those whom 
I love I rebuke and discipline.” REV. 3:19

“The Lord disciplines those he loves.” 
PROV. 3:12

A NOTE to READERS
Bible readers are sometimes puzzled by the fact that there are differences in 
wording between passages found in the Old Testament and when those same 
passages are quoted in the New Testament. One reason for this is that the New 
Testament was written in Greek, and most of its Old Testament quotations 
come from the Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible. 

In the fourth century bc, Greek language and culture spread throughout the 
Near East. Over time, so many Jews began speaking Greek that it became clear 
that a Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures was needed. The first five 
books of the Old Testament (the books of Moses) were completed first, but it 
would take several more decades to finish the entire Hebrew Bible. Completed 

in the first or second century bc, the Septuagint gets its name from 
the Latin word for the number seventy, based on the tradition that 
about seventy translators worked on it. 

By the time the New Testament was being written in the first 
century ad, the Septuagint was in common use among Jews. 
New Testament authors often quote from the Septuagint 
due to its familiarity. The Old Testament in today’s English 

Bibles is primarily translated from the Hebrew Masoretic 
Text which was produced by Jewish scholars, known as 
Masoretes, beginning around ad 500. The Masoretic Text 
and the Septuagint are often in agreement, but there are 

also differences. Modern Bible translators use both to 
try to establish the original wording of the Hebrew 
Bible. This is why quotations of the Old Testament in 
the New Testament sometimes read differently when 
compared in our modern English Bibles. 
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JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

When tempted by Satan to turn stones 
into bread, Jesus replied with Scripture: 
“Man shall not live on bread alone, but 
on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.” MATT. 4:4; LUKE 4:4

Moses said this to the Israelites to 
explain that God allowed them to face 
hunger in the wilderness so they would 
learn to rely on the word of the Lord. 
DEUT. 8:3

When Satan told Jesus to prove he 
was the Son of God, Jesus replied with 
Scripture: “It is also written: ‘Do not  
put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
MATT. 4:7; LUKE 4:12

With these words, Moses warned 
the Israelites not to test the Lord. 
DEUT. 6:16 (EX. 17:2)

When Satan offered Jesus the world 
if Jesus would worship him, Jesus  
replied with Scripture: “Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.” 
MATT. 4:10; LUKE 4:8

Before the Israelites entered the 
promised land, Moses urged them to 
“fear the Lord your God [and] serve 
him only.” DEUT. 6:13

“You will see ‘heaven open, and 
the angels of God ascending and 
descending on’ the Son of Man.”  
JOHN 1:51

Like the stairway with angels reaching 
to heaven in Jacob’s dream, Jesus is 
the one who connects heaven and 
earth. GEN. 28:12

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake 
in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.” 
JOHN 3:14–15

Moses made a bronze snake and put 
it on a pole, and if anyone was bitten, 
they could look at the bronze snake 
and be healed. NUM. 21:4–9

Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah in 
the synagogue and stated that these 
verses about the Messiah were fulfilled 
in him. LUKE 4:18–19

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on 
me … to proclaim good news to the 
poor … freedom for the captives …  
the year of the Lord’s favor.” ISA. 61:1–2

Jesus told an official, “Unless you 
people see signs and wonders …  
you will never believe.” JOHN 4:48

King Nebuchadnezzar believed after he 
witnessed “the miraculous signs and 
wonders that the Most High God has 
performed.” DAN. 4:2–3

Jesus foreshadowed the preaching of 
the gospel to the gentiles by citing the 
example of the widow of Zarephath. 
LUKE 4:24–26

God sent Elijah to a gentile widow 
outside of Israel to provide food for 
her household. 1 KINGS 17:8–24

Numerous times in the New Testament, Jesus directs his listeners to prophecies,  
stories, people, and imagery from the Old Testament. As we watch Jesus teach, 
we can get a picture of how he viewed and used the Scriptures. 

Jesus held the Scriptures in the highest regard. 
Like most Jews of his day, he considered the Scriptures to be the primary 
source for knowledge of God and the guide for godly behavior. For example, 
when a religious expert asked Jesus how he could receive eternal life, Jesus 
replied, “What is written in the Law [Scripture]?... How do you read it?” 
(Luke 10:26). He criticized the Sadducees because they did “not know the 
Scriptures” (Matt. 22:29) and he called out the Pharisees for their lack  
of biblical understanding: “Have you never read in the Scriptures …?”  
(Matt. 21:42). Jesus insisted that “Scripture cannot be set aside” (John 10:35) 
and that “not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 
means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished” (Matt. 5:18).

Jesus accepted the books of the Hebrew canon as authoritative. 
While Christians have historically divided the Old Testament canon into five 
sections: Law, History, Wisdom, Major and Minor Prophets; Jews divided 
it into three: Law, Prophets, and Writings (or Psalms). Jesus referred to all 
three of these sections and only quoted from canonical books of the Hebrew 
Scriptures (Matt. 5:17; Luke 24:44).

Jesus saw himself as having unique authority to interpret 
Scripture, as well as to introduce new revelation.
Jesus’ right to do this is based on the new 
covenant he inaugurated with his sacrificial 
death and resurrection (Jer. 31:31; Luke 
22:20). For example, in his Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus corrects several common 
misinterpretations of Scripture by stating, 
“You have heard that it was said … but I 
tell you …” (Matt. 5:21–48). Breaking from 
Old Testament laws about unclean foods, 
Jesus “declared all foods clean” (Mark 7:19). 
He astonished his listeners and claimed the 
Scriptures would be fulfilled in him; in fact, 
that’s the very reason he came (Matt. 5:17).

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus foreshadowed the preaching of 
the gospel to the gentiles by citing the 
healing of Naaman the Syrian. LUKE 4:27

“[Naaman] went down and dipped 
himself in the Jordan seven times, as 
the man of God had told him, and his 
flesh was restored.” 2 KINGS 5:1–14

Jesus said that Moses’s writings speak 
of him, and he referred to the first five 
books of the Hebrew Bible as “the 
Book of Moses.” JOHN 5:46–47; MARK 12:26

“Moses wrote down this law and gave it 
… to all the elders of Israel.” DEUT. 31:9

When the Pharisees questioned why 
Jesus dined with “sinners,” he quoted 
from the book of Hosea. MATT. 9:13

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” HOS. 6:6

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.” MATT. 5:4; LUKE 6:21

“The Lord has anointed me …  
to comfort all who mourn.” ISA. 61:1, 3

“Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth.” MATT. 5:5

“But the meek will inherit the land and 
enjoy peace and prosperity.” PS. 37:11

“Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.” MATT. 5:6; LUKE 6:21

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come 
to the waters; and you who have no 
money, come, buy and eat!” ISA. 55:1–2 
(PS. 42:2)

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
will see God.” MATT. 5:8

“Who may ascend the mountain of the 
Lord?… The one who has clean hands 
and a pure heart.” PS. 24:3–4

“Woe to you who are well fed now, for 
you will go hungry. Woe to you who 
laugh now, for you will mourn and 
weep.” LUKE 6:25

“My servants will eat, but you will go 
hungry.… My servants will rejoice, but 
you will be put to shame.” ISA. 65:13

Jesus extended the sixth 
commandment beyond actions to 
matters of the heart. MATT. 5:21–22 
(MATT. 19:18; MARK 10:19; LUKE 18:20)

“You shall not murder.” EX. 20:13; 
DEUT. 5:17

Jesus extended the seventh 
commandment to show that thoughts 
make one just as guilty. MATT. 5:27–28 
(MATT. 19:18; MARK 10:19; LUKE 18:20)

“You shall not commit adultery.” 
EX. 20:14; DEUT. 5:18

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

“You have heard that it was said to the 
people long ago, ‘Do not break your 
oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you 
have made.’” MATT. 5:33

“When a man makes a vow to the Lord 
or takes an oath to obligate himself by 
a pledge, he must not break his word 
but must do everything he said.”  
NUM. 30:2

Jesus challenged common 
interpretations of Old Testament laws, 
such as, “eye for eye, and tooth for 
tooth.” MATT. 5:38

This Old Testament law was intended  
to make the punishment fit the crime, 
not give permission for revenge.  
EX. 21:23–25; LEV. 24:20; DEUT. 19:21

“Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.” LUKE 6:36

“The compassionate and gracious God 
… forgiving wickedness, rebellion and 
sin.” EX. 34:6–7 (LEV. 11:45)

Jesus taught his followers to pray, 
“Give us today our daily bread.”  
MATT. 6:11; LUKE 11:3

“Give me neither poverty nor riches, but 
give me only my daily bread.” PROV. 30:8

Jesus used an Old Testament 
illustration about ravens to teach about 
God’s care. LUKE 12:24

“He provides food … for the young 
ravens when they call.” PS. 147:9 
(JOB 38:41)

“Not even Solomon in all his splendor 
was dressed like one of these 
[wildflowers].” MATT. 6:29; LUKE 12:27

King Solomon was known for his great 
wealth, including “articles of silver and 
gold, and robes.” 2 CHRON. 9:24

False disciples will be told, “I never 
knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!” MATT. 7:23; LUKE 13:27

David wrote in a psalm, “Away from me, 
all you who do evil.” PS. 6:8

“Many will come from the east and the 
west, and will take their places at the 
feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven.” MATT. 8:11

“Those he gathered from the lands, 
from east and west, from north and 
south.” PS. 107:3 (ISA. 43:5–6; 60:3–4)

When John the Baptist questioned 
Jesus’ identity, Jesus cited his 
miraculous healings as fulfillment  
of messianic prophecies. MATT. 11:5; 
LUKE 7:22 

“Then will the eyes of the blind be 
opened and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped. Then will the lame leap  
like a deer, and the mute tongue shout 
for joy.” ISA. 35:5–6 (ISA. 61:1)

Jesus said that John the Baptist was 
the messenger sent to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. LUKE 7:27

“I will send my messenger, who will 
prepare the way before me.” MAL. 3:1

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

“Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” MATT. 11:29

“Stand at the crossroads and look…. 
Ask where the good way is, and walk in 
it, and you will find rest for your souls.” 
JER. 6:16

When the Pharisees accused his 
disciples of working on the Sabbath by 
eating grain, Jesus cited the example  
of David who ate sacred bread.  
MATT. 12:3–5; MARK 2:25–26; LUKE 6:3–4

“The priest gave [David] the 
consecrated bread, since there was 
no bread there except the bread of the 
Presence.” 1 SAM. 21:1–6

“If you had known what these words 
mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ 
you would not have condemned the 
innocent.” MATT. 12:7

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” HOS. 6:6 
(Jesus also used this verse in a 
different context; see number 11 in  
this list.)

“A good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in his heart, and an 
evil man brings evil things out of the 
evil stored up in his heart.” LUKE 6:45 
(MATT. 12:34–35)

“Above all else, guard your heart,  
for everything you do flows from it.” 
PROV. 4:23 (PROV. 16:23)

Jesus pointed to Jonah as a “sign” 
in two ways. MATT. 12:39–41; 16:4; 
LUKE 11:29–30

(1) Unlike the generation of Jesus’ day,
the Ninevites repented. JON. 3:5–10
(2) Just as Jonah was in the fish’s belly
for three days and nights, Jesus would 
be in the tomb. JON. 1:17

Jesus said that even the gentile Queen 
of the South (Sheba) would have 
recognized Jesus’ greatness.  
MATT. 12:42; LUKE 11:31

The queen of Sheba traveled a long 
distance to see Solomon’s great  
and God-given wisdom in person.  
1 KINGS 10:1–13; 2 CHRON. 9:1–12

When asked why he spoke in parables, 
Jesus quoted from Isaiah about spiritual 
inability. MATT. 13:13–15; MARK 4:11–12; 
LUKE 8:9–10

“Be ever hearing, but never 
understanding … otherwise they might 
see with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, understand with their hearts.”  
ISA. 6:9–10 (JER. 5:21; EZEK. 12:2)

Jesus alluded to words from Daniel to 
explain the glory that his followers will 
experience at the end of the age.  
MATT. 13:43

“Those who lead many to 
righteousness [will shine] like the stars 
for ever and ever.” DAN. 12:3

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus chastised his disciples for failing 
to grasp his message: “Do you have 
eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to 
hear?” MARK 8:18

“They have eyes to see but do not see 
and ears to hear but do not hear.”  
EZEK. 12:2 (JER. 5:21)

Jesus predicted that he would “suffer 
many things and be rejected.”  
MARK 8:31; 9:12; LUKE 9:22

“He was despised and rejected by 
mankind.… He took up our pain and 
bore our suffering.” ISA. 53:3–4 (PS. 22; 
DAN 9:26)

Jesus told his disciples that John the 
Baptist was the “Elijah” prophesied to 
come before the day of the Lord.  
MATT. 17:10–13

“I will send the prophet Elijah to you 
before that great and dreadful day of 
the Lord.” MAL. 4:5–6

Jesus said that those who reject the 
apostles’ teaching will be judged more 
severely than Sodom and Gomorrah. 
MATT. 10:15

“The Lord rained down burning  
sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah ... 
destroying all those living in the cities.”  
GEN. 19:24–25

Jesus pointed to Micah’s words to 
illustrate the conflict his followers 
should expect. MATT. 10:35–36; 
LUKE 12:52–53

“A son dishonors his father … a man’s 
enemies are the members of his own 
household.” MIC. 7:6

Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah and 
explained: “Everyone who has heard 
the Father and learned from him comes 
to me.” JOHN 6:45

“All your children will be taught by the 
Lord.” ISA. 54:13

Jesus compared the temporary manna 
that ancient Israel ate with the eternal 
bread of life. JOHN 6:58 (REV. 2:17)

God provided manna in the wilderness 
as food for his people. EX. 16; PS. 78:24–25

Jesus cited the fifth commandment as 
one the religious leaders set aside in 
favor of their own traditions. MATT. 15:4; 
MARK 7:10

“Honor your father and your mother.” 
EX. 20:12 (EX. 21:17; LEV. 20:9)

Jesus applied the divine name to 
himself, leaving no doubt of his claim  
to be God: “Before Abraham was born, 
I am.” JOHN 8:58

God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This 
is what you are to say to the Israelites: 
‘I am has sent me to you.’” EX. 3:14

The storyline of the Bible can be summarized as the redemption of God’s 
creation—especially humanity. In Genesis paradise is lost, and in Revelation 
it is regained. Because God the Son in the person of Jesus Christ brings about 
this redemption, Jesus is the main theme of the Old Testament. Many Old 
Testament passages predict a Messiah (“anointed one”) who would reign 
over all creation in peace and righteousness. But he would also have to suffer 
sacrificially for the redemption of others, die, and rise again (Ps. 2; Isa. 9:6; 53).

Jesus was fully aware of his messianic identity and said that the Scriptures 
made predictions about his life, especially his sacrificial death: 

• Addressing the Jewish religious leaders, Jesus explained, “You study the
Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life.
These are the very Scriptures that testify about me” (John 5:39).

• Speaking to his disciples, he said, “Everything that is written by the
prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled” (Luke 18:31).

• On the road to Emmaus, the risen Jesus explained to two
disciples in great detail “what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself” (Luke 24:27).

• Following his resurrection, Jesus referred to the three major
divisions of the Hebrew Bible as pointing toward him: “This
is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything
must be fulfilled that is written about
me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets
and the Psalms” (Luke 24:44).
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JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

When tempted by Satan to turn stones 
into bread, Jesus replied with Scripture: 
“Man shall not live on bread alone, but 
on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.” MATT. 4:4; LUKE 4:4

Moses said this to the Israelites to 
explain that God allowed them to face 
hunger in the wilderness so they would 
learn to rely on the word of the Lord. 
DEUT. 8:3

When Satan told Jesus to prove he 
was the Son of God, Jesus replied with 
Scripture: “It is also written: ‘Do not  
put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
MATT. 4:7; LUKE 4:12

With these words, Moses warned 
the Israelites not to test the Lord. 
DEUT. 6:16 (EX. 17:2)

When Satan offered Jesus the world 
if Jesus would worship him, Jesus  
replied with Scripture: “Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.” 
MATT. 4:10; LUKE 4:8

Before the Israelites entered the 
promised land, Moses urged them to 
“fear the Lord your God [and] serve 
him only.” DEUT. 6:13

“You will see ‘heaven open, and 
the angels of God ascending and 
descending on’ the Son of Man.”  
JOHN 1:51

Like the stairway with angels reaching 
to heaven in Jacob’s dream, Jesus is 
the one who connects heaven and 
earth. GEN. 28:12

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake 
in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.” 
JOHN 3:14–15

Moses made a bronze snake and put 
it on a pole, and if anyone was bitten, 
they could look at the bronze snake 
and be healed. NUM. 21:4–9

Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah in 
the synagogue and stated that these 
verses about the Messiah were fulfilled 
in him. LUKE 4:18–19

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on 
me … to proclaim good news to the 
poor … freedom for the captives …  
the year of the Lord’s favor.” ISA. 61:1–2

Jesus told an official, “Unless you 
people see signs and wonders …  
you will never believe.” JOHN 4:48

King Nebuchadnezzar believed after he 
witnessed “the miraculous signs and 
wonders that the Most High God has 
performed.” DAN. 4:2–3

Jesus foreshadowed the preaching of 
the gospel to the gentiles by citing the 
example of the widow of Zarephath. 
LUKE 4:24–26

God sent Elijah to a gentile widow 
outside of Israel to provide food for 
her household. 1 KINGS 17:8–24

Numerous times in the New Testament, Jesus directs his listeners to prophecies,  
stories, people, and imagery from the Old Testament. As we watch Jesus teach, 
we can get a picture of how he viewed and used the Scriptures. 

Jesus held the Scriptures in the highest regard. 
Like most Jews of his day, he considered the Scriptures to be the primary 
source for knowledge of God and the guide for godly behavior. For example, 
when a religious expert asked Jesus how he could receive eternal life, Jesus 
replied, “What is written in the Law [Scripture]?... How do you read it?” 
(Luke 10:26). He criticized the Sadducees because they did “not know the 
Scriptures” (Matt. 22:29) and he called out the Pharisees for their lack  
of biblical understanding: “Have you never read in the Scriptures …?”  
(Matt. 21:42). Jesus insisted that “Scripture cannot be set aside” (John 10:35) 
and that “not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 
means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished” (Matt. 5:18).

Jesus accepted the books of the Hebrew canon as authoritative. 
While Christians have historically divided the Old Testament canon into five 
sections: Law, History, Wisdom, Major and Minor Prophets; Jews divided 
it into three: Law, Prophets, and Writings (or Psalms). Jesus referred to all 
three of these sections and only quoted from canonical books of the Hebrew 
Scriptures (Matt. 5:17; Luke 24:44).

Jesus saw himself as having unique authority to interpret 
Scripture, as well as to introduce new revelation.
Jesus’ right to do this is based on the new 
covenant he inaugurated with his sacrificial 
death and resurrection (Jer. 31:31; Luke 
22:20). For example, in his Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus corrects several common 
misinterpretations of Scripture by stating, 
“You have heard that it was said … but I 
tell you …” (Matt. 5:21–48). Breaking from 
Old Testament laws about unclean foods, 
Jesus “declared all foods clean” (Mark 7:19). 
He astonished his listeners and claimed the 
Scriptures would be fulfilled in him; in fact, 
that’s the very reason he came (Matt. 5:17).

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus foreshadowed the preaching of 
the gospel to the gentiles by citing the 
healing of Naaman the Syrian. LUKE 4:27

“[Naaman] went down and dipped 
himself in the Jordan seven times, as 
the man of God had told him, and his 
flesh was restored.” 2 KINGS 5:1–14

Jesus said that Moses’s writings speak 
of him, and he referred to the first five 
books of the Hebrew Bible as “the 
Book of Moses.” JOHN 5:46–47; MARK 12:26

“Moses wrote down this law and gave it 
… to all the elders of Israel.” DEUT. 31:9

When the Pharisees questioned why 
Jesus dined with “sinners,” he quoted 
from the book of Hosea. MATT. 9:13

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” HOS. 6:6

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.” MATT. 5:4; LUKE 6:21

“The Lord has anointed me …  
to comfort all who mourn.” ISA. 61:1, 3

“Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth.” MATT. 5:5

“But the meek will inherit the land and 
enjoy peace and prosperity.” PS. 37:11

“Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.” MATT. 5:6; LUKE 6:21

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come 
to the waters; and you who have no 
money, come, buy and eat!” ISA. 55:1–2 
(PS. 42:2)

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
will see God.” MATT. 5:8

“Who may ascend the mountain of the 
Lord?… The one who has clean hands 
and a pure heart.” PS. 24:3–4

“Woe to you who are well fed now, for 
you will go hungry. Woe to you who 
laugh now, for you will mourn and 
weep.” LUKE 6:25

“My servants will eat, but you will go 
hungry.… My servants will rejoice, but 
you will be put to shame.” ISA. 65:13

Jesus extended the sixth 
commandment beyond actions to 
matters of the heart. MATT. 5:21–22 
(MATT. 19:18; MARK 10:19; LUKE 18:20)

“You shall not murder.” EX. 20:13; 
DEUT. 5:17

Jesus extended the seventh 
commandment to show that thoughts 
make one just as guilty. MATT. 5:27–28 
(MATT. 19:18; MARK 10:19; LUKE 18:20)

“You shall not commit adultery.” 
EX. 20:14; DEUT. 5:18

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

“You have heard that it was said to the 
people long ago, ‘Do not break your 
oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you 
have made.’” MATT. 5:33

“When a man makes a vow to the Lord 
or takes an oath to obligate himself by 
a pledge, he must not break his word 
but must do everything he said.”  
NUM. 30:2

Jesus challenged common 
interpretations of Old Testament laws, 
such as, “eye for eye, and tooth for 
tooth.” MATT. 5:38

This Old Testament law was intended  
to make the punishment fit the crime, 
not give permission for revenge.  
EX. 21:23–25; LEV. 24:20; DEUT. 19:21

“Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.” LUKE 6:36

“The compassionate and gracious God 
… forgiving wickedness, rebellion and 
sin.” EX. 34:6–7 (LEV. 11:45)

Jesus taught his followers to pray, 
“Give us today our daily bread.”  
MATT. 6:11; LUKE 11:3

“Give me neither poverty nor riches, but 
give me only my daily bread.” PROV. 30:8

Jesus used an Old Testament 
illustration about ravens to teach about 
God’s care. LUKE 12:24

“He provides food … for the young 
ravens when they call.” PS. 147:9 
(JOB 38:41)

“Not even Solomon in all his splendor 
was dressed like one of these 
[wildflowers].” MATT. 6:29; LUKE 12:27

King Solomon was known for his great 
wealth, including “articles of silver and 
gold, and robes.” 2 CHRON. 9:24

False disciples will be told, “I never 
knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!” MATT. 7:23; LUKE 13:27

David wrote in a psalm, “Away from me, 
all you who do evil.” PS. 6:8

“Many will come from the east and the 
west, and will take their places at the 
feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven.” MATT. 8:11

“Those he gathered from the lands, 
from east and west, from north and 
south.” PS. 107:3 (ISA. 43:5–6; 60:3–4)

When John the Baptist questioned 
Jesus’ identity, Jesus cited his 
miraculous healings as fulfillment  
of messianic prophecies. MATT. 11:5; 
LUKE 7:22 

“Then will the eyes of the blind be 
opened and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped. Then will the lame leap  
like a deer, and the mute tongue shout 
for joy.” ISA. 35:5–6 (ISA. 61:1)

Jesus said that John the Baptist was 
the messenger sent to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. LUKE 7:27

“I will send my messenger, who will 
prepare the way before me.” MAL. 3:1

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

“Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” MATT. 11:29

“Stand at the crossroads and look…. 
Ask where the good way is, and walk in 
it, and you will find rest for your souls.” 
JER. 6:16

When the Pharisees accused his 
disciples of working on the Sabbath by 
eating grain, Jesus cited the example  
of David who ate sacred bread.  
MATT. 12:3–5; MARK 2:25–26; LUKE 6:3–4

“The priest gave [David] the 
consecrated bread, since there was 
no bread there except the bread of the 
Presence.” 1 SAM. 21:1–6

“If you had known what these words 
mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ 
you would not have condemned the 
innocent.” MATT. 12:7

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” HOS. 6:6 
(Jesus also used this verse in a 
different context; see number 11 in  
this list.)

“A good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in his heart, and an 
evil man brings evil things out of the 
evil stored up in his heart.” LUKE 6:45 
(MATT. 12:34–35)

“Above all else, guard your heart,  
for everything you do flows from it.” 
PROV. 4:23 (PROV. 16:23)

Jesus pointed to Jonah as a “sign” 
in two ways. MATT. 12:39–41; 16:4; 
LUKE 11:29–30

(1) Unlike the generation of Jesus’ day,
the Ninevites repented. JON. 3:5–10
(2) Just as Jonah was in the fish’s belly
for three days and nights, Jesus would 
be in the tomb. JON. 1:17

Jesus said that even the gentile Queen 
of the South (Sheba) would have 
recognized Jesus’ greatness.  
MATT. 12:42; LUKE 11:31

The queen of Sheba traveled a long 
distance to see Solomon’s great  
and God-given wisdom in person.  
1 KINGS 10:1–13; 2 CHRON. 9:1–12

When asked why he spoke in parables, 
Jesus quoted from Isaiah about spiritual 
inability. MATT. 13:13–15; MARK 4:11–12; 
LUKE 8:9–10

“Be ever hearing, but never 
understanding … otherwise they might 
see with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, understand with their hearts.”  
ISA. 6:9–10 (JER. 5:21; EZEK. 12:2)

Jesus alluded to words from Daniel to 
explain the glory that his followers will 
experience at the end of the age.  
MATT. 13:43

“Those who lead many to 
righteousness [will shine] like the stars 
for ever and ever.” DAN. 12:3

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus chastised his disciples for failing 
to grasp his message: “Do you have 
eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to 
hear?” MARK 8:18

“They have eyes to see but do not see 
and ears to hear but do not hear.”  
EZEK. 12:2 (JER. 5:21)

Jesus predicted that he would “suffer 
many things and be rejected.”  
MARK 8:31; 9:12; LUKE 9:22

“He was despised and rejected by 
mankind.… He took up our pain and 
bore our suffering.” ISA. 53:3–4 (PS. 22; 
DAN 9:26)

Jesus told his disciples that John the 
Baptist was the “Elijah” prophesied to 
come before the day of the Lord.  
MATT. 17:10–13

“I will send the prophet Elijah to you 
before that great and dreadful day of 
the Lord.” MAL. 4:5–6

Jesus said that those who reject the 
apostles’ teaching will be judged more 
severely than Sodom and Gomorrah. 
MATT. 10:15

“The Lord rained down burning  
sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah ... 
destroying all those living in the cities.”  
GEN. 19:24–25

Jesus pointed to Micah’s words to 
illustrate the conflict his followers 
should expect. MATT. 10:35–36; 
LUKE 12:52–53

“A son dishonors his father … a man’s 
enemies are the members of his own 
household.” MIC. 7:6

Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah and 
explained: “Everyone who has heard 
the Father and learned from him comes 
to me.” JOHN 6:45

“All your children will be taught by the 
Lord.” ISA. 54:13

Jesus compared the temporary manna 
that ancient Israel ate with the eternal 
bread of life. JOHN 6:58 (REV. 2:17)

God provided manna in the wilderness 
as food for his people. EX. 16; PS. 78:24–25

Jesus cited the fifth commandment as 
one the religious leaders set aside in 
favor of their own traditions. MATT. 15:4; 
MARK 7:10

“Honor your father and your mother.” 
EX. 20:12 (EX. 21:17; LEV. 20:9)

Jesus applied the divine name to 
himself, leaving no doubt of his claim  
to be God: “Before Abraham was born, 
I am.” JOHN 8:58

God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This 
is what you are to say to the Israelites: 
‘I am has sent me to you.’” EX. 3:14

The storyline of the Bible can be summarized as the redemption of God’s 
creation—especially humanity. In Genesis paradise is lost, and in Revelation 
it is regained. Because God the Son in the person of Jesus Christ brings about 
this redemption, Jesus is the main theme of the Old Testament. Many Old 
Testament passages predict a Messiah (“anointed one”) who would reign 
over all creation in peace and righteousness. But he would also have to suffer 
sacrificially for the redemption of others, die, and rise again (Ps. 2; Isa. 9:6; 53).

Jesus was fully aware of his messianic identity and said that the Scriptures 
made predictions about his life, especially his sacrificial death: 

• Addressing the Jewish religious leaders, Jesus explained, “You study the
Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life.
These are the very Scriptures that testify about me” (John 5:39).

• Speaking to his disciples, he said, “Everything that is written by the
prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled” (Luke 18:31).

• On the road to Emmaus, the risen Jesus explained to two
disciples in great detail “what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself” (Luke 24:27).

• Following his resurrection, Jesus referred to the three major
divisions of the Hebrew Bible as pointing toward him: “This
is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything
must be fulfilled that is written about
me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets
and the Psalms” (Luke 24:44).

Jesus Jesus:OLD TESTAMENTand the
The THEME of the

OLD TESTAMENT1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

http://www.rose-publishing.com


www.hendricksonrose.com © 2022  Rose Publishing, LLC.   
Permission granted to the original purchaser to print out. It is illegal to sell, email, replicate, duplicate, or post any part of 
this on the Internet. Download catalog and sign up for Rose Bible e-Charts at www.hendricksonrose.com
Title: 100 Old Testament Quotes by Jesus   Product Code: 4287X   ISBN: 9781649380500

Author: Christopher L. Reese

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission 
of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The 
“NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.®

Photos used under license from Shutterstock.com. 

Printed in the United States of America.  010222SCG

RELIGION/Biblical Reference/Quotations

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any 
information storage and retrieval system, without permission  
in writing from the publisher.www.hendricksonrose.com

Published by Rose Publishing
an imprint of Tyndale House Ministries

© 2022 Rose Publishing
www.hendricksonrose.com

4321 5 6

JESUS CHRIST OLD TESTAMENT

When tempted by Satan to turn stones 
into bread, Jesus replied with Scripture: 
“Man shall not live on bread alone, but 
on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.” MATT. 4:4; LUKE 4:4

Moses said this to the Israelites to 
explain that God allowed them to face 
hunger in the wilderness so they would 
learn to rely on the word of the Lord. 
DEUT. 8:3

When Satan told Jesus to prove he 
was the Son of God, Jesus replied with 
Scripture: “It is also written: ‘Do not  
put the Lord your God to the test.’”  
MATT. 4:7; LUKE 4:12

With these words, Moses warned 
the Israelites not to test the Lord. 
DEUT. 6:16 (EX. 17:2)

When Satan offered Jesus the world 
if Jesus would worship him, Jesus  
replied with Scripture: “Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.” 
MATT. 4:10; LUKE 4:8

Before the Israelites entered the 
promised land, Moses urged them to 
“fear the Lord your God [and] serve 
him only.” DEUT. 6:13

“You will see ‘heaven open, and 
the angels of God ascending and 
descending on’ the Son of Man.”  
JOHN 1:51

Like the stairway with angels reaching 
to heaven in Jacob’s dream, Jesus is 
the one who connects heaven and 
earth. GEN. 28:12

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake 
in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.” 
JOHN 3:14–15

Moses made a bronze snake and put 
it on a pole, and if anyone was bitten, 
they could look at the bronze snake 
and be healed. NUM. 21:4–9

Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah in 
the synagogue and stated that these 
verses about the Messiah were fulfilled 
in him. LUKE 4:18–19

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on 
me … to proclaim good news to the 
poor … freedom for the captives …  
the year of the Lord’s favor.” ISA. 61:1–2

Jesus told an official, “Unless you 
people see signs and wonders …  
you will never believe.” JOHN 4:48

King Nebuchadnezzar believed after he 
witnessed “the miraculous signs and 
wonders that the Most High God has 
performed.” DAN. 4:2–3

Jesus foreshadowed the preaching of 
the gospel to the gentiles by citing the 
example of the widow of Zarephath. 
LUKE 4:24–26

God sent Elijah to a gentile widow 
outside of Israel to provide food for 
her household. 1 KINGS 17:8–24

Numerous times in the New Testament, Jesus directs his listeners to prophecies,  
stories, people, and imagery from the Old Testament. As we watch Jesus teach, 
we can get a picture of how he viewed and used the Scriptures. 

Jesus held the Scriptures in the highest regard. 
Like most Jews of his day, he considered the Scriptures to be the primary 
source for knowledge of God and the guide for godly behavior. For example, 
when a religious expert asked Jesus how he could receive eternal life, Jesus 
replied, “What is written in the Law [Scripture]?... How do you read it?” 
(Luke 10:26). He criticized the Sadducees because they did “not know the 
Scriptures” (Matt. 22:29) and he called out the Pharisees for their lack  
of biblical understanding: “Have you never read in the Scriptures …?”  
(Matt. 21:42). Jesus insisted that “Scripture cannot be set aside” (John 10:35) 
and that “not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 
means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished” (Matt. 5:18).

Jesus accepted the books of the Hebrew canon as authoritative. 
While Christians have historically divided the Old Testament canon into five 
sections: Law, History, Wisdom, Major and Minor Prophets; Jews divided 
it into three: Law, Prophets, and Writings (or Psalms). Jesus referred to all 
three of these sections and only quoted from canonical books of the Hebrew 
Scriptures (Matt. 5:17; Luke 24:44).

Jesus saw himself as having unique authority to interpret 
Scripture, as well as to introduce new revelation.
Jesus’ right to do this is based on the new 
covenant he inaugurated with his sacrificial 
death and resurrection (Jer. 31:31; Luke 
22:20). For example, in his Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus corrects several common 
misinterpretations of Scripture by stating, 
“You have heard that it was said … but I 
tell you …” (Matt. 5:21–48). Breaking from 
Old Testament laws about unclean foods, 
Jesus “declared all foods clean” (Mark 7:19). 
He astonished his listeners and claimed the 
Scriptures would be fulfilled in him; in fact, 
that’s the very reason he came (Matt. 5:17).
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Jesus foreshadowed the preaching of 
the gospel to the gentiles by citing the 
healing of Naaman the Syrian. LUKE 4:27

“[Naaman] went down and dipped 
himself in the Jordan seven times, as 
the man of God had told him, and his 
flesh was restored.” 2 KINGS 5:1–14

Jesus said that Moses’s writings speak 
of him, and he referred to the first five 
books of the Hebrew Bible as “the 
Book of Moses.” JOHN 5:46–47; MARK 12:26

“Moses wrote down this law and gave it 
… to all the elders of Israel.” DEUT. 31:9

When the Pharisees questioned why 
Jesus dined with “sinners,” he quoted 
from the book of Hosea. MATT. 9:13

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” HOS. 6:6

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.” MATT. 5:4; LUKE 6:21

“The Lord has anointed me …  
to comfort all who mourn.” ISA. 61:1, 3

“Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth.” MATT. 5:5

“But the meek will inherit the land and 
enjoy peace and prosperity.” PS. 37:11

“Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.” MATT. 5:6; LUKE 6:21

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come 
to the waters; and you who have no 
money, come, buy and eat!” ISA. 55:1–2 
(PS. 42:2)

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
will see God.” MATT. 5:8

“Who may ascend the mountain of the 
Lord?… The one who has clean hands 
and a pure heart.” PS. 24:3–4

“Woe to you who are well fed now, for 
you will go hungry. Woe to you who 
laugh now, for you will mourn and 
weep.” LUKE 6:25

“My servants will eat, but you will go 
hungry.… My servants will rejoice, but 
you will be put to shame.” ISA. 65:13

Jesus extended the sixth 
commandment beyond actions to 
matters of the heart. MATT. 5:21–22 
(MATT. 19:18; MARK 10:19; LUKE 18:20)

“You shall not murder.” EX. 20:13; 
DEUT. 5:17

Jesus extended the seventh 
commandment to show that thoughts 
make one just as guilty. MATT. 5:27–28 
(MATT. 19:18; MARK 10:19; LUKE 18:20)

“You shall not commit adultery.” 
EX. 20:14; DEUT. 5:18
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“You have heard that it was said to the 
people long ago, ‘Do not break your 
oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you 
have made.’” MATT. 5:33

“When a man makes a vow to the Lord 
or takes an oath to obligate himself by 
a pledge, he must not break his word 
but must do everything he said.”  
NUM. 30:2

Jesus challenged common 
interpretations of Old Testament laws, 
such as, “eye for eye, and tooth for 
tooth.” MATT. 5:38

This Old Testament law was intended  
to make the punishment fit the crime, 
not give permission for revenge.  
EX. 21:23–25; LEV. 24:20; DEUT. 19:21

“Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful.” LUKE 6:36

“The compassionate and gracious God 
… forgiving wickedness, rebellion and 
sin.” EX. 34:6–7 (LEV. 11:45)

Jesus taught his followers to pray, 
“Give us today our daily bread.”  
MATT. 6:11; LUKE 11:3

“Give me neither poverty nor riches, but 
give me only my daily bread.” PROV. 30:8

Jesus used an Old Testament 
illustration about ravens to teach about 
God’s care. LUKE 12:24

“He provides food … for the young 
ravens when they call.” PS. 147:9 
(JOB 38:41)

“Not even Solomon in all his splendor 
was dressed like one of these 
[wildflowers].” MATT. 6:29; LUKE 12:27

King Solomon was known for his great 
wealth, including “articles of silver and 
gold, and robes.” 2 CHRON. 9:24

False disciples will be told, “I never 
knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!” MATT. 7:23; LUKE 13:27

David wrote in a psalm, “Away from me, 
all you who do evil.” PS. 6:8

“Many will come from the east and the 
west, and will take their places at the 
feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven.” MATT. 8:11

“Those he gathered from the lands, 
from east and west, from north and 
south.” PS. 107:3 (ISA. 43:5–6; 60:3–4)

When John the Baptist questioned 
Jesus’ identity, Jesus cited his 
miraculous healings as fulfillment  
of messianic prophecies. MATT. 11:5; 
LUKE 7:22 

“Then will the eyes of the blind be 
opened and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped. Then will the lame leap  
like a deer, and the mute tongue shout 
for joy.” ISA. 35:5–6 (ISA. 61:1)

Jesus said that John the Baptist was 
the messenger sent to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. LUKE 7:27

“I will send my messenger, who will 
prepare the way before me.” MAL. 3:1
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“Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble 
in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” MATT. 11:29

“Stand at the crossroads and look…. 
Ask where the good way is, and walk in 
it, and you will find rest for your souls.” 
JER. 6:16

When the Pharisees accused his 
disciples of working on the Sabbath by 
eating grain, Jesus cited the example  
of David who ate sacred bread.  
MATT. 12:3–5; MARK 2:25–26; LUKE 6:3–4

“The priest gave [David] the 
consecrated bread, since there was 
no bread there except the bread of the 
Presence.” 1 SAM. 21:1–6

“If you had known what these words 
mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ 
you would not have condemned the 
innocent.” MATT. 12:7

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” HOS. 6:6 
(Jesus also used this verse in a 
different context; see number 11 in  
this list.)

“A good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in his heart, and an 
evil man brings evil things out of the 
evil stored up in his heart.” LUKE 6:45 
(MATT. 12:34–35)

“Above all else, guard your heart,  
for everything you do flows from it.” 
PROV. 4:23 (PROV. 16:23)

Jesus pointed to Jonah as a “sign” 
in two ways. MATT. 12:39–41; 16:4; 
LUKE 11:29–30

(1) Unlike the generation of Jesus’ day,
the Ninevites repented. JON. 3:5–10
(2) Just as Jonah was in the fish’s belly
for three days and nights, Jesus would 
be in the tomb. JON. 1:17

Jesus said that even the gentile Queen 
of the South (Sheba) would have 
recognized Jesus’ greatness.  
MATT. 12:42; LUKE 11:31

The queen of Sheba traveled a long 
distance to see Solomon’s great  
and God-given wisdom in person.  
1 KINGS 10:1–13; 2 CHRON. 9:1–12

When asked why he spoke in parables, 
Jesus quoted from Isaiah about spiritual 
inability. MATT. 13:13–15; MARK 4:11–12; 
LUKE 8:9–10

“Be ever hearing, but never 
understanding … otherwise they might 
see with their eyes, hear with their 
ears, understand with their hearts.”  
ISA. 6:9–10 (JER. 5:21; EZEK. 12:2)

Jesus alluded to words from Daniel to 
explain the glory that his followers will 
experience at the end of the age.  
MATT. 13:43

“Those who lead many to 
righteousness [will shine] like the stars 
for ever and ever.” DAN. 12:3
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Jesus chastised his disciples for failing 
to grasp his message: “Do you have 
eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to 
hear?” MARK 8:18

“They have eyes to see but do not see 
and ears to hear but do not hear.”  
EZEK. 12:2 (JER. 5:21)

Jesus predicted that he would “suffer 
many things and be rejected.”  
MARK 8:31; 9:12; LUKE 9:22

“He was despised and rejected by 
mankind.… He took up our pain and 
bore our suffering.” ISA. 53:3–4 (PS. 22; 
DAN 9:26)

Jesus told his disciples that John the 
Baptist was the “Elijah” prophesied to 
come before the day of the Lord.  
MATT. 17:10–13

“I will send the prophet Elijah to you 
before that great and dreadful day of 
the Lord.” MAL. 4:5–6

Jesus said that those who reject the 
apostles’ teaching will be judged more 
severely than Sodom and Gomorrah. 
MATT. 10:15

“The Lord rained down burning  
sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah ... 
destroying all those living in the cities.”  
GEN. 19:24–25

Jesus pointed to Micah’s words to 
illustrate the conflict his followers 
should expect. MATT. 10:35–36; 
LUKE 12:52–53

“A son dishonors his father … a man’s 
enemies are the members of his own 
household.” MIC. 7:6

Jesus quoted the prophet Isaiah and 
explained: “Everyone who has heard 
the Father and learned from him comes 
to me.” JOHN 6:45

“All your children will be taught by the 
Lord.” ISA. 54:13

Jesus compared the temporary manna 
that ancient Israel ate with the eternal 
bread of life. JOHN 6:58 (REV. 2:17)

God provided manna in the wilderness 
as food for his people. EX. 16; PS. 78:24–25

Jesus cited the fifth commandment as 
one the religious leaders set aside in 
favor of their own traditions. MATT. 15:4; 
MARK 7:10

“Honor your father and your mother.” 
EX. 20:12 (EX. 21:17; LEV. 20:9)

Jesus applied the divine name to 
himself, leaving no doubt of his claim  
to be God: “Before Abraham was born, 
I am.” JOHN 8:58

God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This 
is what you are to say to the Israelites: 
‘I am has sent me to you.’” EX. 3:14

The storyline of the Bible can be summarized as the redemption of God’s 
creation—especially humanity. In Genesis paradise is lost, and in Revelation 
it is regained. Because God the Son in the person of Jesus Christ brings about 
this redemption, Jesus is the main theme of the Old Testament. Many Old 
Testament passages predict a Messiah (“anointed one”) who would reign 
over all creation in peace and righteousness. But he would also have to suffer 
sacrificially for the redemption of others, die, and rise again (Ps. 2; Isa. 9:6; 53).

Jesus was fully aware of his messianic identity and said that the Scriptures 
made predictions about his life, especially his sacrificial death: 

• Addressing the Jewish religious leaders, Jesus explained, “You study the
Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life.
These are the very Scriptures that testify about me” (John 5:39).

• Speaking to his disciples, he said, “Everything that is written by the
prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled” (Luke 18:31).

• On the road to Emmaus, the risen Jesus explained to two
disciples in great detail “what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself” (Luke 24:27).

• Following his resurrection, Jesus referred to the three major
divisions of the Hebrew Bible as pointing toward him: “This
is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything
must be fulfilled that is written about
me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets
and the Psalms” (Luke 24:44).
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