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Introduction
As Christians, we strive to keep God at the center of our daily lives. Special occasions should be no different. With this activity-
packed book, you can easily occupy any child or group of children ages five to ten with important information about why 
we celebrate these holidays, special days, and celebrations. We hope that this resource will help you create lessons that 
are a blast for you to teach and exciting for kids to complete, all while keep it centered on God and his Word, the Bible.

How This Book Is Organized
The table of contents is divided into holidays, special days, and celebrations. If you don’t 
find the occasion you’re looking for under one category, check the others! 

Holidays

Holidays are holy days that have direct connections to the Christian faith. These are days that were either celebrated in 
the Bible (Shavuot, Sukkot, Yom Kippur, etc.), celebrate an event from the Bible (Easter, Christmas, etc.), or celebrate 
saints or religious movements (St. Patrick’s Day, Reformation Day etc.). Though some of these holy days may have become 
secularized, this book aims to refocus every occasion on God with reproducible activity pages for children ages five to ten.

Special Days

Special days are celebratory occasions that are not religious by nature, but this book has created some 
faith-filled connections to make God the center of every celebration. For example, President’s Day honors 
Abraham Lincoln and George Washington. Both these leaders were honored for their honesty, faith, 
and sacrifices for the country. Teach children how to be an honest leader on this special day.

Note: Special day celebrations are flexible and many can be used across other occasions. 

Celebrations

Celebrations are occasions that do not fall on a specific day of the year because they are 
different for everyone. These include birthdays, graduation days, and vacations days. 
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How to Use This Book
Each occasion includes a variety of reproducible activities including stories with discussion questions, crafts, games, 
party celebration ideas, activity pages (word searches, crosswords, codes, mazes, etc.) and coloring pages. 

What You Need and Preparation

Before class, gather the items 
from the “What You Need” 
list and follow the instructions 
under “Preparation.” If a page 
does not include a “What You 
Need” or “Preparation” section, 
photocopy the page making 
one for each child and hand out 
crayons or markers for children 
to write or draw on the page. 

What It’s All About

Read the bold text to the children so that 
they have a context for the activity. As a 
general rule of thumb in this book, any bold 
text should be spoken out loud by the teacher. 

What To Do

Follow the easy step-by-step instructions to 
complete the activity. Some activity pages 
(word searches, crosswords, codes, mazes, 
etc.) and coloring pages may not include this 
section because of space limitations. In that case, 
you’ll find the instructions either within the “What 
It’s All About” section or directly underneath.

Optional Take-Home Resources
Photocopy the codes, coloring pages, 

crosswords, mazes, or word searches as 
take-home resources so that children can 

share what they learned with their families. 
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A Gift for the Magi
What can I offer the Lord for all he has done for me? Psalm 116:12

What You Need
•Crayons or markers•Glue•Shoebox, one for each child•Paper•Straw or Easter grass

Preparation
Photocopy this page, making one for each child. 

What It’s All About
Epiphany is traditionally celebrated on January 6. It is a time to remember when the Magi journeyed to the 
birthplace of baby Jesus. The Magi brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus. In many countries, 
children fill boxes with grass or straw the night before Epiphany. This grass is for the Magi’s camels. The children 
then place these boxes under their beds, in hopes that the Magi will leave gifts in place of the grass or straw. 

This special day gives you the opportunity to think about what gifts you can give Jesus. He is no 
longer a baby in a manger, but he grew up, gave his life so that we would not have to pay the 
penalty for our sins, rose from the dead, and now lives in Heaven. Jesus wants to receive gifts from 
us today. He wants us to love him, to talk with him, to obey him, and to read God’s Word.

What To Do
1. Color the Magi and memory verse. 

2. Glue the Magi and memory verse to the lid of the shoebox.

3. Decorate the shoebox with crayons or markers.

4. On a piece of paper, draw a picture of what you’d like to give Jesus for the new year.

5. Fill the shoebox with straw or Easter grass.

6. Place the picture on top of the straw or Easter grass inside the box. Put the lid on the box.

7. Place the gift box in your room as a reminder of what you’ve given to Jesus.

“What 
can I 
offer the 
Lord for 
all he 
has done 
for me?”
Psalm 116:12
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The Magi Follow the Star
The Bible says that three Magi followed the star to find Jesus. These Magi were
wise men who studied stars and realized that a new king had been born for the
Jews. They possibly traveled thousands of miles to Jerusalem where King Herod
lived. They must have been surprised to find that there was no newborn king in
Herod’s palace!  

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod,
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born

king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” Matthew 2:1
90

The Magi Followed the Star
Wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the newborn king of the 
Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.” Matthew 2:1–2

What It’s All About
Magi, sometimes called wise men, followed the star to find Jesus. These Magi studied stars and 
realized that a new king had been born for the Jews. They possibly traveled thousands of miles 
to Jerusalem. Color the picture of the wise men following the star to see baby Jesus.
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The Visit of the Magi
King Herod sent the Magi to Bethlehem because this was the prophesied
birthplace of the Messiah. When the Magi arrived, they caused quite a stir among
the people by asking for the newborn king of the Jews. Then the Magi came to
the house where Jesus lived. They worshipped Jesus and gave Him three kinds
of gifts. Decorate the boxes that contained the three kinds of gifts and draw
bricks on the house.

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. Matthew 2:11

91

The Visit of the Magi
[The wise men] entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Matthew 2:11

What It’s All About
King Herod sent the Magi to Bethlehem because it was the prophesied birthplace of the Messiah. 
When the Magi arrived, they caused a stir among the people by asking for the newborn king of the 
Jews. Then the Magi found Jesus. They worshiped Jesus and gave him three kinds of gifts. 

Decorate the boxes that contained the three kinds of gifts, and draw bricks on the house. Color the picture.
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Greater Love
There is no greater love than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. John 15:13

What It’s All About
It is fun to send and receive valentines. We send them to express our love and friendship 
to others. Sometimes you may select a very special one if it is for a person you really 
love, like your mom or dad. You might send silly ones to your friends.

There are many kinds of love. There is a romantic kind of love that you feel for a boyfriend or girlfriend. 
There is a devotion kind of love that you feel for your parents, brothers, and sisters. They are your family, 
so that is a tender and gentle love. But when you say you “love” pizza, that is a totally different sort of 
love. It only means you really like to eat pizza. We don’t love pizza in the same way we love people.

The Bible says that we are to have a compassionate type of love for others around us. This is a caring 
kind of love. We should care when people around us are hurting. We should try to help them.

Christ is the ultimate example of compassionate love. He was willing to give 
his own life for us. There can be no greater love than that!

Let’s color this picture as a reminder of Jesus’ great love and how he wants us to 
love others. Write answers to the questions on the lines provided.

Discussion Questions
1. Why do we send valentines?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name the different kinds of love.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Do You Love Me?
Show love to the Lord your God by walking in his ways and holding tightly to him. Deuteronomy 11:22

Based on John 21:15–17
One day Jesus had breakfast with his disciples. Jesus asked Simon Peter if he loved him. Of course, Peter replied that 
he did. Jesus asked him again if he truly loved him, and again Peter said yes. Then Jesus told him, “Feed my sheep.”

Jesus did not have a flock of sheep that he wanted Peter to water and feed. He was talking 
about taking care of people. He wanted Peter to love him enough to do whatever he asked. On 
Valentine’s Day, we make a special effort to show people that we love and appreciate them. 

Let’s color this picture to remember this story about love. Write answers to the questions on the lines provided. 

Discussion Questions
1. Why did Jesus ask Peter if he loved him?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who are Jesus’ sheep?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How can we show Jesus that we truly love him?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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“Hearty” Accordion Person
If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. Jeremiah 29:13

What You Need
•“Hearty” Patterns (p. 15)•Scissors•Red, white, and black construction paper 
•Crayons or markers•Ruler•Glue•Hole punch•Red yarn

Preparation
Photocopy “Hearty” Patterns, making one pattern for 
each child. Prepare a sample completed project.

What It’s All About
When you love something, you dedicate a lot of 
time to it. Maybe you love to dance, play sports, 
read, or sing. When you do these things with 
your whole heart, you get better at them.  

God wants you to look for him with all your heart. 
That means he wants your eyes focused on studying 
the Bible, your mouth focused on speaking kindly, 
and your body focused on acting respectfully. 
Today, we’ll make a heart person to remind us 
to seek and love God with our whole heart.

What To Do
1. Using the patterns, cut one large heart from 

red paper, four  medium hearts from red 
paper, two small hearts from white paper, 
and four mini hearts from black paper (Note: 
When making the large heart, fold red paper 
in half and trace the half large heart template over the fold.).

You will not need to use the 
“regular” sized heart pattern.

2. Write the memory verse on one side of the largest heart.

3. Assemble the face as shown in the illustration; place two white hearts as the eyes; place two black 
hearts over the white hearts as the pupils; place the last two black hearts as the nose and mouth.

4. Cut four 1-inch strips of white construction paper. Two of the strips should be 7 inches 
long and two should be 11 inches long. Accordion-fold all the strips.

5. Glue the two shorter strips to the upper-side of the large heart for arms. Glue 
one small red heart to the other end of each “arm” for hands.

6. Glue the two longer strips near the point of the heart for legs. Glue a small red heart to the other end of each strip for feet.

7. Punch a hole in the top center of the heart top. 

8. Thread an 8-inch piece of red yarn through the hole. Tie in a loop for hanging.
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Weekly Valentine Devotions
Love each other in the same way I have loved you. John 15:12

What You Need
•Bible•“Hearty” Patterns (p. 15)•Red construction paper•Scissors•Stapler•Crayons or markers

Preparation
Photocopy “Hearty” Patterns onto red construction paper, making two patterns for each child.

What It’s All About
Valentine’s Day is all about showing your friends and family how much you love them. The memory 
verse tells us to love God the same way that God loves you. But if you don’t know how God loves 
you, how can you love others? Today we are going to make a craft that is full of verses about God’s 
love. Each day this week, you can learn about God’s love and how to love others better. 

What To Do
1. Using the patterns, cut out two large red hearts and eight regular red hearts.

2. Staple the two large red hearts together along the sides and bottom. This is the heart envelope. 

3. Write one of the verse references listed below on each of the eight regular hearts. 

4. Place the verse hearts inside the heart envelope.

5. Each day this week, take one verse heart from the heart envelope. 

6. Look up the verse and read it out loud. 

Scripture References:

• John 13:34

• John 15:10

• John 14:23–24

• John 13:35

• John 15:12

• Romans 8:28

• Psalm 18:1–2
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