


The Message is a contemporary rendering 

of the Bible from the original languages, 

crafted to present its tone, rhythm, events, 

and ideas in everyday language.





A NavPress resource 
published in alliance  
with Tyndale House 

Publishers

T H E  M E S S A G E  O F

EASTER

E U G E N E  H .  P E T E R S O N



NavPress is the publishing ministry of The  Navigators, an  international 
 Christian organization and leader in personal spiritual  development. 
 NavPress is committed to helping people grow spiritually and enjoy lives 
of meaning and hope through personal and group resources that are 
 biblically rooted, culturally relevant, and highly practical.

For more information, visit NavPress.com. 
The Message of Easter
Second edition copyright © 2022 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.
First edition copyright © 2010 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.
The Message of Easter contains excerpts from The Message: The Bible in Contemporary 
Language copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.
The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language Numbered Edition copyright © 2005.
A NavPress resource published in alliance with Tyndale House Publishers
The Message, The Message logo, NavPress, and the NavPress logo are registered trademarks of 
NavPress, The Navigators, Colorado Springs, CO. Absence of ® in connection with marks of 
NavPress or other parties does not indicate an absence of registration of those marks.
Tyndale is a registered trademark of Tyndale House Ministries.
Cover and interior illustrations by Lindsey Bergsma. Copyright © 2022 by Tyndale House 
Ministries. All rights reserved.
The Message text may be quoted in any form (written, visual, electronic, or audio), up to and 
inclusive of five hundred (500) verses, without express written permission of the publisher, 
NavPress Publishing Group, providing the verses quoted do not amount to a complete book 
of the Bible and do not account for  twenty-  five percent (25%) or more of the total text of 
the work in which they are quoted.
When The Message is quoted, the following credit line must appear on either the title page 
or the copyright page of the work: “Scripture quotations marked MSG are taken from The 
Message, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson. Used by permission of 
NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers.”
When quotations from The Message text are used in nonsalable media, such as church bulletins, 
orders of service, posters, transparencies, or similar media, a complete copyright notice is not 
required, but “The Message” or “MSG” must appear at the end of each quotation.
Permission requests for commercial and noncommercial use that exceed the above guidelines 
must be directed to and approved in writing by Tyndale House Publishers. Send requests by 
email to permission@tyndale.com. Learn more about The Message at messagebible.com.
Published in association with Alive Literary Agency, aliveliterary.com

For information about special discounts for bulk purchases, please contact Tyndale House 
Publishers at csresponse@tyndale.com, or call 1-855-277-9400.
ISBN 978-1-64158-561-3
Printed in the United States of America
28 27 26 25 24 23 22
7 6 5 4 3 2 1



CONTENTS

THE STORY OF EASTER . . . 1

THE PROMISE OF EASTER . . . 35

THE MEANING OF EASTER . . . 45

THE PRACTICE OF EASTER . . . 51

HOW WE CAN KNOW GOD . . . 61





T H E  S T O R Y  O F

EASTER



THE ROYAL WELCOME

Matthew 21:1-11
When they neared Jerusalem, having arrived at 
Bethphage on Mount Olives, Jesus sent two dis-
ciples with these instructions: “Go over to the vil-
lage across from you. You’ll find a donkey tethered 
there, her colt with her. Untie her and bring them 
to me. If anyone asks what you’re doing, say, ‘The 
Master needs them!’ He will send them with you.”

This is the full story of what was sketched earlier 
by the prophet:

Tell Zion’s daughter,
“Look, your king’s on his way,

poised and ready, mounted
On a donkey, on a colt,

foal of a pack animal.”

The disciples went and did exactly what Jesus 
told them to do. They led the donkey and colt 
out, laid some of their clothes on them, and Jesus 
mounted. Nearly all the people in the crowd threw 
their garments down on the road, giving him a 
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royal welcome. Others cut branches from the trees 
and threw them down as a welcome mat. Crowds 
went ahead and crowds followed, all of them call-
ing out, “Hosanna to David’s son!” “Blessed is he 
who comes in God’s name!” “Hosanna in highest 
heaven!”

As he made his entrance into Jerusalem, the 
whole city was shaken. Unnerved, people were ask-
ing, “What’s going on here? Who is this?”

The parade crowd answered, “This is the prophet 
Jesus, the one from Nazareth in Galilee.”

HE KICKED OVER THE TABLES

Matthew 21:12-17
Jesus went straight to the Temple and threw out 
everyone who had set up shop, buying and selling. 
He kicked over the tables of loan sharks and the 
stalls of dove merchants. He quoted this text:

My house was designated a house of prayer;
You have made it a hangout for thieves.

Now there was room for the blind and crippled 
to get in. They came to Jesus and he healed them.

When the religious leaders saw the outrageous 
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things he was doing, and heard all the children run-
ning and shouting through the Temple, “Hosanna 
to David’s Son!” they were up in arms and took 
him to task. “Do you hear what these children are 
saying?”

Jesus said, “Yes, I hear them. And haven’t you 
read in God’s Word, ‘From the mouths of children 
and babies I’ll furnish a place of praise’?”

Fed up, Jesus spun around and left the city for 
Bethany, where he spent the night.

THE WITHERED FIG TREE

Matthew 21:18-22
Early the next morning Jesus was returning to the 
city. He was hungry. Seeing a lone fig tree alongside 
the road, he approached it anticipating a breakfast 
of figs. When he got to the tree, there was nothing 
but fig leaves. He said, “No more figs from this 
 tree—  ever!” The fig tree withered on the spot, a dry 
stick. The disciples saw it happen. They rubbed 
their eyes, saying, “Did we really see this? A leafy 
tree one minute, a dry stick the next?”

But Jesus was  matter-  of-  fact: “ Yes—  and if you 
embrace this kingdom life and don’t doubt God, 
you’ll not only do minor feats like I did to the fig 
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tree, but also triumph over huge obstacles. This 
mountain, for instance, you’ll tell, ‘Go jump in 
the lake,’ and it will jump. Absolutely everything, 
ranging from small to large, as you make it a part 
of your believing prayer, gets included as you lay 
hold of God.”

THE STORY OF CORRUPT FARMHANDS

Luke 20:9-19
Jesus told another story to the people: “A man 
planted a vineyard. He handed it over to farmhands 
and went off on a trip. He was gone a long time. 
In time he sent a servant back to the farmhands to 
collect the profits, but they beat him up and sent 
him off  empty-  handed. He decided to try again 
and sent another servant. That one they beat  black- 
 and-  blue, and sent him off  empty-  handed. He tried 
a third time. They worked that servant over from 
head to foot and dumped him in the street.

“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘I know 
what I’ll do: I’ll send my beloved son. They’re 
bound to respect my son.’

“But when the farmhands saw him coming, 
they quickly put their heads together. ‘This is our 
 chance—  this is the heir! Let’s kill him and have it 
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all to ourselves.’ They killed him and threw him 
over the fence.

“What do you think the owner of the vineyard 
will do? Right. He’ll come and get rid of everyone. 
Then he’ll assign the care of the vineyard to others.”

Those who were listening said, “Oh, no! He’d 
never do that!”

But Jesus didn’t back down. “Why, then, do you 
think this was written:

That stone the masons threw  out—
It’s now the cornerstone!?

“Anyone falling over that stone will break every 
bone in his body; if the stone falls on anyone, he’ll 
be smashed to smithereens.”

The religion scholars and high priests wanted to 
lynch him on the spot, but they were intimidated 
by public opinion. They knew the story was about 
them.

FRAUDS!

Matthew 23:13-39
“I’ve had it with you! You’re hopeless, you reli-
gion scholars, you Pharisees! Frauds! Your lives are 
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roadblocks to God’s kingdom. You refuse to enter, 
and won’t let anyone else in either.

“You’re hopeless, you religion scholars and 
Pharisees! Frauds! You go halfway around the world 
to make a convert, but once you get him you make 
him into a replica of yourselves,  double-  damned.

“You’re hopeless! What arrogant stupidity! You 
say, ‘If someone makes a promise with his  fingers 
crossed, that’s nothing; but if he swears with his 
hand on the Bible, that’s serious.’ What igno-
rance! Does the leather on the Bible carry more 
weight than the skin on your hands? And what 
about this piece of trivia: ‘If you shake hands on a 
promise, that’s nothing; but if you raise your hand 
that God is your witness, that’s serious’? What 
ridiculous hairsplitting! What difference does it 
make whether you shake hands or raise hands? 
A promise is a promise. What difference does it 
make if you make your promise inside or outside 
a house of worship? A promise is a promise. God 
is present, watching and holding you to account 
regardless.

“You’re hopeless, you religion scholars and 
Pharisees! Frauds! You keep meticulous account 
books, tithing on every nickel and dime you get, 
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but on the meat of God’s Law, things like fairness 
and compassion and  commitment—  the absolute 
basics!—  you carelessly take it or leave it. Careful 
bookkeeping is commendable, but the basics are 
required. Do you have any idea how silly you look, 
writing a life story that’s wrong from start to finish, 
nitpicking over commas and semicolons?

“You’re hopeless, you religion scholars and 
Pharisees! Frauds! You buff the surface of your 
cups and bowls so they sparkle in the sun, while the 
insides are maggoty with your greed and  gluttony. 
Stupid Pharisee! Scour the insides, and then the 
gleaming surface will mean something.

“You’re hopeless, you religion scholars and 
Pharisees! Frauds! You’re like manicured grave 
plots, grass clipped and the flowers bright, but six 
feet down it’s all rotting bones and  worm-  eaten 
flesh. People look at you and think you’re saints, 
but beneath the skin you’re total frauds.

“You’re hopeless, you religion scholars and 
Pharisees! Frauds! You build granite tombs for your 
prophets and marble monuments for your saints. 
And you say that if you had lived in the days of 
your ancestors, no blood would have been on your 
hands. You protest too much! You’re cut from the 
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same cloth as those murderers, and daily add to the 
death count.

“Snakes!  Cold-  blooded sneaks! Do you think 
you can worm your way out of this? Never have 
to pay the piper? It’s on account of people like you 
that I send prophets and wise guides and scholars 
generation after  generation—  and generation after 
generation you treat them like dirt, greeting them 
with lynch mobs, hounding them with abuse.

“You can’t squirm out of this: Every drop of righ-
teous blood ever spilled on this earth, beginning 
with the blood of that good man Abel right down 
to the blood of Zechariah, Barachiah’s son, whom 
you murdered at his prayers, is on your head. All 
this, I’m telling you, is coming down on you, on 
your generation.

“Jerusalem! Jerusalem! Murderer of prophets! 
Killer of the ones who brought you God’s news! 
How often I’ve ached to embrace your children, the 
way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and 
you wouldn’t let me. And now you’re so desolate, 
nothing but a ghost town. What is there left to say? 
Only this: I’m out of here soon. The next time you 
see me you’ll say, ‘Oh, God has blessed him! He’s 
come, bringing God’s rule!’”
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ANOINTED FOR BURIAL

Matthew 26:1-16
Jesus . . . told his disciples, “You know that Passover 
comes in two days. That’s when the Son of Man 
will be betrayed and handed over for crucifixion.”

At that very moment, the party of high priests 
and religious leaders was meeting in the chambers 
of the Chief Priest named Caiaphas, conspiring to 
seize Jesus by stealth and kill him. They agreed that 
it should not be done during Passover Week. “We 
don’t want a riot on our hands,” they said.

When Jesus was at Bethany, a guest of Simon 
the Leper, a woman came up to him as he was eat-
ing dinner and anointed him with a bottle of very 
expensive perfume. When the disciples saw what 
was happening, they were furious. “That’s criminal! 
This could have been sold for a lot and the money 
handed out to the poor.”

When Jesus realized what was going on, he inter-
vened. “Why are you giving this woman a hard 
time? She has just done something wonderful ly 
significant for me. You will have the poor with you 
every day for the rest of your lives, but not me. 
When she poured this perfume on my body, what 
she really did was anoint me for burial. You can be 
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sure that wherever in the whole world the Message 
is preached, what she has just done is going to be 
remembered and admired.”

That is when one of the Twelve, the one named 
Judas Iscariot, went to the cabal of high priests and 
said, “What will you give me if I hand him over 
to you?” They settled on thirty silver pieces. He 
began looking for just the right moment to hand 
him over.

TRAITOR TO THE SON OF MAN

Mark 14:12-21
On the first of the Days of Unleavened Bread, the 
day they prepare the Passover sacrifice, his dis-
ciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go 
and make preparations so you can eat the Passover 
meal?”

He directed two of his disciples, “Go into the 
city. A man carrying a water jug will meet you. 
Follow him. Ask the owner of whichever house 
he enters, ‘The Teacher wants to know, Where is 
my guest room where I can eat the Passover meal 
with my disciples?’ He will show you a spacious 
 second-  story room, swept and ready. Prepare for 
us there.”
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The disciples left, came to the city, found every-
thing just as he had told them, and prepared the 
Passover meal.

After sunset he came with the Twelve. As they 
were at the supper table eating, Jesus said, “I have 
something hard but important to say to you: One 
of you is going to hand me over to the conspirators, 
one who at this moment is eating with me.”

Stunned, they started asking, one after another, 
“It isn’t me, is it?”

He said, “It’s one of the Twelve, one who eats 
with me out of the same bowl. In one sense, it turns 
out that the Son of Man is entering into a way of 
treachery  well-  marked by the  Scriptures—  no sur-
prises here. In another sense, the man who turns 
him in, turns traitor to the Son of  Man—  better 
never to have been born than do this!”

“THIS IS MY BODY”

Mark 14:22-31
In the course of their meal, having taken and 
blessed the bread, he broke it and gave it to them. 
Then he said,

Take, this is my body.

12

TH E M E SSAG E O F  EASTE R



Taking the chalice, he gave it to them, thanking 
God, and they all drank from it. He said,

This is my blood,
God’s new covenant,
Poured out for many people.

“I’ll not be drinking wine again until the new 
day when I drink it in the kingdom of God.”

They sang a hymn and then went directly to 
Mount Olives.

Jesus told them, “You’re all going to feel that your 
world is falling apart and that it’s my fault. There’s 
a Scripture that says,

I will strike the shepherd;
The sheep will scatter.

“But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you, 
leading the way to Galilee.”

Peter blurted out, “Even if everyone else is 
ashamed of you when things fall to pieces, I won’t 
be.”

Jesus said, “Don’t be so sure. Today, this very 
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night in fact, before the rooster crows twice, you 
will deny me three times.”

He blustered in protest, “Even if I have to die 
with you, I will never deny you.” All the others said 
the same thing.

GETHSEMANE

Mark 14:32-42
They came to an area called Gethsemane. Jesus 
told his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took 
Peter, James, and John with him. He sank into a 
pit of suffocating darkness. He told them, “I feel 
bad enough right now to die. Stay here and keep 
vigil with me.”

Going a little ahead, he fell to the ground and 
prayed for a way out: “Papa, Father, you  can—  can’t 
you?—  get me out of this. Take this cup away from 
me. But please, not what I  want—  what do you 
want?”

He came back and found them sound asleep. 
He said to Peter, “Simon, you went to sleep on 
me? Can’t you stick it out with me a single hour? 
Stay alert, be in prayer, so you don’t enter the dan-
ger zone without even knowing it. Don’t be naive. 
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Part of you is eager, ready for anything in God; 
but another part is as lazy as an old dog sleeping 
by the fire.”

He then went back and prayed the same prayer. 
Returning, he again found them sound asleep. 
They simply couldn’t keep their eyes open, and 
they didn’t have a plausible excuse.

He came back a third time and said, “Are you 
going to sleep all night?  No—  you’ve slept long 
enough. Time’s up. The Son of Man is about to be 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up. Let’s get 
going. My betrayer has arrived.”

SEIZED IN THE GARDEN AT NIGHT

John 18:2-18
Judas, his betrayer, knew the place because Jesus 
and his disciples went there often. So Judas led the 
way to the garden, and the Roman soldiers and 
police sent by the high priests and Pharisees fol-
lowed. They arrived there with lanterns and torches 
and swords. Jesus, knowing by now everything that 
was imploding on him, went out and met them. He 
said, “Who are you after?”

They answered, “Jesus the Nazarene.”
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He said, “That’s me.” The soldiers recoiled, 
totally taken aback. Judas, his betrayer, stood out 
like a sore thumb.

Jesus asked again, “Who are you after?”
They answered, “Jesus the Nazarene.”
“I told you,” said Jesus, “that’s me. I’m the one. 

So if it’s me you’re after, let these others go.” (This 
validated the words in his prayer, “I didn’t lose one 
of those you gave.”)

Just then Simon Peter, who was carrying a sword, 
pulled it from its sheath and struck the Chief 
Priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. Malchus 
was the servant’s name.

Jesus ordered Peter, “Put back your sword. Do 
you think for a minute I’m not going to drink this 
cup the Father gave me?”

Then the Roman soldiers under their com-
mander, joined by the Jewish police, seized Jesus 
and tied him up. They took him first to Annas, 
 father-  in-  law of Caiaphas. Caiaphas was the Chief 
Priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had advised 
the Jews that it was to their advantage that one man 
die for the people.

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. 
That other disciple was known to the Chief Priest, 
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and so he went in with Jesus to the Chief Priest’s 
courtyard. Peter had to stay outside. Then the other 
disciple went out, spoke to the doorkeeper, and got 
Peter in.

The young woman who was the doorkeeper said 
to Peter, “Aren’t you one of this man’s disciples?”

He said, “No, I’m not.”
The servants and police had made a fire because 

of the cold and were huddled there warming them-
selves. Peter stood with them, trying to get warm.

CONDEMNED TO DEATH

Mark 14:55-65
The high priests conspiring with the Jewish 
Council looked high and low for evidence against 
Jesus by which they could sentence him to death. 
They found nothing. Plenty of people were willing 
to bring in false charges, but nothing added up, 
and they ended up canceling each other out. Then 
a few of them stood up and lied: “We heard him 
say, ‘I am going to tear down this Temple, built by 
hard labor, and in three days build another with-
out lifting a hand.’” But even they couldn’t agree 
exactly.

In the middle of this, the Chief Priest stood up 
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and asked Jesus, “What do you have to say to the 
accusation?” Jesus was silent. He said nothing.

The Chief Priest tried again, this time asking, 
“Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed?”

Jesus said, “Yes, I am, and you’ll see it yourself:

The Son of Man seated
At the right hand of the Mighty One,
Arriving on the clouds of heaven.”

The Chief Priest lost his temper. Ripping his 
clothes, he yelled, “Did you hear that? After that 
do we need witnesses? You heard the blasphemy. 
Are you going to stand for it?”

They condemned him, one and all. The sen-
tence: death.

Some of them started spitting at him. They 
blindfolded his eyes, then hit him, saying, “Who 
hit you? Prophesy!” The guards, punching and slap-
ping, took him away.

THE ROOSTER CROWED

Mark 14:66-72
While all this was going on, Peter was down in the 
courtyard. One of the Chief Priest’s servant girls 
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came in and, seeing Peter warming himself there, 
looked hard at him and said, “You were with the 
Nazarene, Jesus.”

He denied it: “I don’t know what you’re talking 
about.” He went out on the porch. A rooster crowed.

The girl spotted him and began telling the 
people standing around, “He’s one of them.” He 
denied it again.

After a little while, the bystanders brought it up 
again. “You’ve got to be one of them. You’ve got 
‘Galilean’ written all over you.”

Now Peter got really nervous and swore, “I never 
laid eyes on this man you’re talking about.” Just then 
the rooster crowed a second time. Peter remembered 
how Jesus had said, “Before a rooster crows twice, 
you’ll deny me three times.” He collapsed in tears.

THE KING OF THE JEWS

John 18:28-40
They led Jesus then from Caiaphas to the Roman 
governor’s palace. It was early morning. They them-
selves didn’t enter the palace because they didn’t 
want to be disqualified from eating the Passover. So 
Pilate came out to them and spoke. “What charge 
do you bring against this man?”
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They said, “If he hadn’t been doing something 
evil, do you think we’d be here bothering you?”

Pilate said, “You take him. Judge him by your 
law.”

The Jews said, “We’re not allowed to kill any-
one.” (This would confirm Jesus’ word indicating 
the way he would die.)

Pilate went back into the palace and called for 
Jesus. He said, “Are you the ‘King of the Jews’?”

Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your 
own, or did others tell you this about me?”

Pilate said, “Do I look like a Jew? Your people 
and your high priests turned you over to me. What 
did you do?”

“My kingdom,” said Jesus, “doesn’t consist of 
what you see around you. If it did, my followers 
would fight so that I wouldn’t be handed over to 
the Jews. But I’m not that kind of king, not the 
world’s kind of king.”

Then Pilate said, “So, are you a king or not?”
Jesus answered, “You tell me. Because I am King, 

I was born and entered the world so that I could 
witness to the truth. Everyone who cares for truth, 
who has any feeling for the truth, recognizes my 
voice.”
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Pilate said, “What is truth?”
Then he went back out to the Jews and told 

them, “I find nothing wrong in this man. It’s your 
custom that I pardon one prisoner at Passover. Do 
you want me to pardon the ‘King of the Jews’?”

They shouted back, “Not this one, but 
Barabbas!” Barabbas was a Jewish freedom fighter.

THE THORN CROWN OF THE KING

John 19:1-19
Pilate took Jesus and had him whipped. The sol-
diers, having braided a crown from thorns, set it 
on his head, threw a purple robe over him, and 
approached him with, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
Then they greeted him with slaps in the face.

Pilate went back out again and said to them, 
“I present him to you, but I want you to know 
that I do not find him guilty of any crime.” Just 
then Jesus came out wearing the thorn crown and 
purple robe.

Pilate announced, “Here he is: the Man.”
When the high priests and police saw him, they 

shouted in a frenzy, “Crucify! Crucify!”
Pilate told them, “You take him. You crucify 

him. I find nothing wrong with him.”
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The Jews answered, “We have a law, and by that 
law he must die because he claimed to be the Son 
of God.”

When Pilate heard this, he became even more 
scared. He went back into the palace and said to 
Jesus, “Where did you come from?”

Jesus gave no answer.
Pilate said, “You won’t talk? Don’t you know 

that I have the authority to pardon you, and the 
authority  to—  crucify you?”

Jesus said, “You haven’t a shred of authority over 
me except what has been given you from heaven. 
That’s why the one who betrayed me to you has 
committed a far greater fault.”

At this, Pilate tried his best to pardon him, but 
the Jews shouted him down: “If you pardon this 
man, you’re no friend of Caesar’s. Anyone setting 
himself up as ‘king’ defies Caesar.”

When Pilate heard those words, he led Jesus out-
side. He sat down at the judgment seat in the area 
designated Stone Court (in Hebrew, Gabbatha). It 
was the preparation day for Passover. The hour was 
noon. Pilate said to the Jews, “Here is your king.”

They shouted back, “Kill him! Kill him! Crucify 
him!”
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Pilate said, “I am to crucify your king?”
The high priests answered, “We have no king 

except Caesar.”
Pilate caved in to their demand. He turned him 

over to be crucified.

They took Jesus away. Carrying his cross, Jesus 
went out to the place called Skull Hill (the name 
in Hebrew is Golgotha), where they crucified him, 
and with him two others, one on each side, Jesus 
in the middle. Pilate wrote a sign and had it placed 
on the cross. It read:

jesus the nazarene
the king of the jews.

SKULL HILL

Luke 23:26-56
As they led him off, they made Simon, a man from 
Cyrene who happened to be coming in from the 
countryside, carry the cross behind Jesus. A huge 
crowd of people followed, along with women 
weeping and carrying on. At one point Jesus turned 
to the women and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, 
don’t cry for me. Cry for yourselves and for your 
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children. The time is coming when they’ll say, 
‘Lucky the women who never conceived! Lucky 
the wombs that never gave birth! Lucky the breasts 
that never gave milk!’ Then they’ll start calling to 
the mountains, ‘Fall down on us!’ calling to the 
hills, ‘Cover us up!’ If people do these things to a 
live, green tree, can you imagine what they’ll do 
with deadwood?”

Two others, both criminals, were taken along 
with him for execution.

When they got to the place called Skull Hill, 
they crucified him, along with the criminals, one 
on his right, the other on his left.

Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them; they don’t 
know what they’re doing.”

Dividing up his clothes, they threw dice for 
them. The people stood there staring at Jesus, and 
the ringleaders made faces, taunting, “He saved 
others. Let’s see him save himself! The Messiah of 
 God—  ha! The  Chosen—  ha!”

The soldiers also came up and poked fun at him, 
making a game of it. They toasted him with sour 
wine: “So you’re King of the Jews! Save yourself!”

Printed over him was a sign: this is the king 
of the jews.
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One of the criminals hanging alongside cursed 
him: “Some Messiah you are! Save yourself! Save us!”

But the other one made him shut up: “Have 
you no fear of God? You’re getting the same as him. 
We deserve this, but not  him—  he did nothing to 
deserve this.”

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
enter your kingdom.”

He said, “Don’t worry, I will. Today you will join 
me in paradise.”

By now it was noon. The whole earth became 
dark, the darkness lasting three  hours—  a total 
blackout. The Temple curtain split right down the 
middle. Jesus called loudly, “Father, I place my life 
in your hands!” Then he breathed his last.

When the captain there saw what happened, he 
honored God: “This man was innocent! A good 
man, and innocent!”

All who had come around as spectators to watch 
the show, when they saw what actually happened, 
were overcome with grief and headed home. Those 
who knew Jesus well, along with the women who 
had followed him from Galilee, stood at a respect-
ful distance and kept vigil.
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There was a man by the name of Joseph, a mem-
ber of the Jewish High Council, a man of good 
heart and good character. He had not gone along 
with the plans and actions of the council. His 
hometown was the Jewish village of Arimathea. 
He lived in alert expectation of the kingdom of 
God. He went to Pilate and asked for the body 
of Jesus. Taking him down, he wrapped him in 
a linen shroud and placed him in a tomb chis-
eled into the rock, a tomb never yet used. It was 
the day before Sabbath, the Sabbath just about 
to begin.

The women who had been companions of Jesus 
from Galilee followed along. They saw the tomb 
where Jesus’ body was placed. Then they went back 
to prepare burial spices and perfumes. They rested 
quietly on the Sabbath, as commanded.

RISEN FROM THE DEAD

Matthew 28:1-10
After the Sabbath, as the first light of the new week 
dawned, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
came to keep vigil at the tomb. Suddenly the earth 
reeled and rocked under their feet as God’s angel 

26

TH E M E SSAG E O F  EASTE R



came down from heaven, came right up to where 
they were standing. He rolled back the stone and 
then sat on it. Shafts of lightning blazed from him. 
His garments shimmered  snow-  white. The guards 
at the tomb were scared to death. They were so 
frightened, they couldn’t move.

The angel spoke to the women: “There is noth-
ing to fear here. I know you’re looking for Jesus, the 
One they nailed to the cross. He is not here. He was 
raised, just as he said. Come and look at the place 
where he was placed.

“Now, get on your way quickly and tell his dis-
ciples, ‘He is risen from the dead. He is going on 
ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there.’ 
That’s the message.”

The women, deep in wonder and full of joy, lost 
no time in leaving the tomb. They ran to tell the 
disciples. Then Jesus met them, stopping them in 
their tracks. “Good morning!” he said. They fell to 
their knees, embraced his feet, and worshiped him. 
Jesus said, “You’re holding on to me for dear life! 
Don’t be frightened like that. Go tell my brothers 
that they are to go to Galilee, and that I’ll meet 
them there.”
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THE ROAD TO EMMAUS

Luke 24:13-32
That same day two of them were walking to the vil-
lage Emmaus, about seven miles out of Jerusalem. 
They were deep in conversation, going over all 
these things that had happened. In the middle of 
their talk and questions, Jesus came up and walked 
along with them. But they were not able to recog-
nize who he was.

He asked, “What’s this you’re discussing so 
intently as you walk along?”

They just stood there,  long-  faced, like they 
had lost their best friend. Then one of them, his 
name was Cleopas, said, “Are you the only one in 
Jerusalem who hasn’t heard what’s happened during 
the last few days?”

He said, “What has happened?”
They said, “The things that happened to Jesus 

the Nazarene. He was a man of God, a prophet, 
dynamic in work and word, blessed by both God 
and all the people. Then our high priests and lead-
ers betrayed him, got him sentenced to death, and 
crucified him. And we had our hopes up that he was 
the One, the One about to deliver Israel. And it is 
now the third day since it happened. But now some 
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of our women have completely confused us. Early 
this morning they were at the tomb and couldn’t 
find his body. They came back with the story that 
they had seen a vision of angels who said he was 
alive. Some of our friends went off to the tomb to 
check and found it empty just as the women said, 
but they didn’t see Jesus.”

Then he said to them, “So  thick-  headed! So 
 slow-  hearted! Why can’t you simply believe all that 
the prophets said? Don’t you see that these things 
had to happen, that the Messiah had to suffer and 
only then enter into his glory?” Then he started at 
the beginning, with the Books of Moses, and went 
on through all the Prophets, pointing out every-
thing in the Scriptures that referred to him.

They came to the edge of the village where they 
were headed. He acted as if he were going on but 
they pressed him: “Stay and have supper with us. 
It’s nearly evening; the day is done.” So he went 
in with them. And here is what happened: He sat 
down at the table with them. Taking the bread, 
he blessed and broke and gave it to them. At that 
moment,  open-  eyed,  wide-  eyed, they recognized 
him. And then he disappeared.

Back and forth they talked. “Didn’t we feel on 
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fire as he conversed with us on the road, as he 
opened up the Scriptures for us?”

A GHOST DOESN’T HAVE MUSCLE AND BONE

Luke 24:33-43
They didn’t waste a minute. They were up and on 
their way back to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven 
and their friends gathered together, talking away: 
“It’s really happened! The Master has been raised 
 up—  Simon saw him!”

Then the two went over everything that hap-
pened on the road and how they recognized him 
when he broke the bread.

While they were saying all this, Jesus appeared to 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” They thought 
they were seeing a ghost and were scared half to 
death. He continued with them, “Don’t be upset, 
and don’t let all these doubting questions take over. 
Look at my hands; look at my  feet—  it’s really me. 
Touch me. Look me over from head to toe. A ghost 
doesn’t have muscle and bone like this.” As he said 
this, he showed them his hands and feet. They still 
couldn’t believe what they were seeing. It was too 
much; it seemed too good to be true.

He asked, “Do you have any food here?” They 
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gave him a piece of leftover fish they had cooked. 
He took it and ate it right before their eyes.

FISHING

John 21:1-14
After this, Jesus appeared again to the disciples, this 
time at the Tiberias Sea (the Sea of Galilee). This 
is how he did it: Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed 
“Twin”), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the broth-
ers Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 
Simon Peter announced, “I’m going fishing.”

The rest of them replied, “We’re going with you.” 
They went out and got in the boat. They caught 
nothing that night. When the sun came up, Jesus was 
standing on the beach, but they didn’t recognize him.

Jesus spoke to them: “Good morning! Did you 
catch anything for breakfast?”

They answered, “No.”
He said, “Throw the net off the right side of the 

boat and see what happens.”
They did what he said. All of a sudden there 

were so many fish in it, they weren’t strong enough 
to pull it in.

Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s 
the Master!”
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When Simon Peter realized that it was the 
Master, he threw on some clothes, for he was 
stripped for work, and dove into the sea. The other 
disciples came in by boat for they weren’t far from 
land, a hundred yards or so, pulling along the net 
full of fish. When they got out of the boat, they saw 
a fire laid, with fish and bread cooking on it.

Jesus said, “Bring some of the fish you’ve just 
caught.” Simon Peter joined them and pulled the 
net to  shore—153 big fish! And even with all those 
fish, the net didn’t rip.

Jesus said, “Breakfast is ready.” Not one of the 
disciples dared ask, “Who are you?” They knew it 
was the Master.

Jesus then took the bread and gave it to them. 
He did the same with the fish. This was now the 
third time Jesus had shown himself alive to the dis-
ciples since being raised from the dead.

DO YOU LOVE ME?

John 21:15-19
After breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me more than these?”

“Yes, Master, you know I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
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He then asked a second time, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love me?”

“Yes, Master, you know I love you.”
Jesus said, “Shepherd my sheep.”
Then he said it a third time: “Simon, son of 

John, do you love me?”
Peter was upset that he asked for the third time, 

“Do you love me?” so he answered, “Master, you 
know everything there is to know. You’ve got to 
know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. I’m telling you the 
very truth now: When you were young you dressed 
yourself and went wherever you wished, but when 
you get old you’ll have to stretch out your hands 
while someone else dresses you and takes you where 
you don’t want to go.” He said this to hint at the 
kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. 
And then he commanded, “Follow me.”

THE GREAT COMMISSION

Matthew 28:18-20
Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his 
charge: “God authorized and commanded me to 
commission you: Go out and train everyone you 
meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them 
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by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of 
all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you 
do this, day after day after day, right up to the end 
of the age.”

TO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD

Acts 1:6-11
When they were together for the last time they 
asked, “Master, are you going to restore the king-
dom to Israel now? Is this the time?”

He told them, “You don’t get to know the time. 
Timing is the Father’s business. What you’ll get is 
the Holy Spirit. And when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you, you will be able to be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, all over Judea and Samaria, even to the 
ends of the world.”

These were his last words. As they watched, he 
was taken up and disappeared in a cloud. They 
stood there, staring into the empty sky. Suddenly 
two men  appeared—  in white robes! They said, 
“You Galileans!—  why do you just stand here look-
ing up at an empty sky? This very Jesus who was 
taken up from among you to heaven will come as 
 certainly—  and  mysteriously—  as he left.”
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