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Although Lazarus had certainly died, Jesus used a euphemism to refer to his 
death—ekoimethe, “has fallen asleep” (John 11:11). This word developed into  
the English word cemetery and helped create a uniquely Christian perspective 
on death. Sleep or resting in peace indicates a temporary condition. Even 
though when we are “away from the body and at home with the Lord”  
(2 Corinthians 5:8), from the perspective of the living, we believe that they are 
“sleeping” now but will be awakened by the call of God one day in resurrection 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16). 

Jesus told Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life”—and then he proved it 
to her and everyone present. He ordered the large stone removed from the tomb 
entrance, then he called Lazarus—risen to life from the dead—out of the tomb! 

Life Application
Through every painful experience, Jesus, with his resurrection power, remains 
with us. He is the one who turns our ashes into beauty. He brings life out of 
death. He is the resurrection and the life, and he cares deeply about our pain 
and grief. 

✝ How can Jesus’ response to the death of his friend shape the way you
reach out to those who are dealing with grief?

✝ Has God disappointed you in the past by not intervening in a specific way
when you asked or expected him to do so? How might God have been at 
work in a way you didn’t recognize at the time? 

The Way, the Truth, and the Life The True Vine Life Application
Properly cared for grape vines can 
be productive for over a hundred 
years. Some have even been known 
to reach three to four hundred 
years old and still produce grapes! 
As the vine ages, the quality of 
its fruit changes. Older vines are 
prized for the depth and richness 
of flavor in their fruit. 

There are no quick solutions 
to abiding in Jesus. It requires 
continuing faith, patient reliance, and loving 
(though sometimes faltering) submission 
to him throughout the long years of life. As 
we remain connected to Jesus, we change. 
We grow. We weather cold winters and hot 
summers. We soak in the sunlight and the 
rain. We are sometimes cut back, cut down, 
and pruned. Through it all, God’s faithfulness 
ensures a productive and fruitful life.

✝ How have you experienced pruning that
allowed you to become more fruitful?

✝ What are some daily habits and practices
that you can develop to intentionally
remain connected to Jesus?

The Resurrection and the Life

JEWISH BURIALS

Romans practiced cremation and Egyptians embalmed their dead, but Jews practiced 
bodily burial. The body was washed and wrapped inside a sheet folded in half. Spices and 
perfumes were applied to conceal the odor of 
decomposing flesh. The prepared body was 
often placed within a natural or man-made 
cave and laid on a niche carved into the rock. 
In the New Testament period, after a body 
had decomposed, the bones were put into a 
box, called an ossuary (shown here), so that 
other family members could be buried in the 
same cave. The cave was covered by a large 
stone or by a door with hinges. 

This kind of belief moves beyond only mental agreement with facts to full 
reliance on Jesus’ completed work to receive eternal life. Three beliefs help calm 
our troubled hearts as we acknowledge Jesus as the way, truth, and life. 

1. We believe in who he is. He is the eternal Son of God who bridges the gap
between the life that God provides and our troubled, lifeless, chaotic state.

2. We believe in what Jesus has done. He is the one who through his death
and resurrection makes the way for us to receive the life of God.

3. Although our eternal life is secure if we hold to only those two beliefs,
we can still live a life full of troubled hearts and minds. We also need to
believe in what he is doing right now. Jesus is working in us and through
us. He has returned to us through his Spirit that dwells within us and
empowers us today. We are part of God’s work in our world here and now.

Life Application
What are you afraid of right now? What is that fear or worry, that thing that 
threatens to turn life upside down? Hold that in your mind as you read the 
words from Jesus in John 14. Don’t let your heart be troubled. He is the way. 
He is the truth. He is the life. 

✝ What is one specific fear you can take to God right now? Release it to Jesus.

✝ What does it mean that Jesus is the life? Do you experience that life in
Jesus now, or is it something you are waiting for in the future?

PRUNING

Gardeners in the ancient 
Mediterranean world 
completed seasonal pruning 
twice a year. In springtime, 
productive, healthy branches 
were clipped to amplify the 
production of blossoms to 
produce fruit. If branches 
were producing leaves but 
not blossoms, those branches 
would be removed. In the fall, 
branches that could no longer 
produce fruit were lopped off 
and burned. An unproductive 
branch that drained life away 
could not be tolerated. 

in who he is.
in what he has done.

in what he is doing now. 

BELIEVE

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“The Lord God formed a man from the dust 
of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and the man became a 
living being.” GENESIS 2:7

“I am the resurrection and the life. The 
one who believes in me will live, even 
though they die; and whoever lives by 
believing in me will never die.”  
JOHN 11:25–26

The Story
The story of the death of Jesus’ friend Lazarus in John 11 is one of rich theological 
depth about the character and power of Jesus wrapped in a very human story of 
grief and disappointment. It’s a story to which we all can relate.

At the beginning of John 11, Jesus received a 
message that his good friend Lazarus was ill and 
in need of the miraculous healing only Jesus could 
provide. Jesus responded that the illness would 
not end with death, but would instead bring 
glory to God. But then, Jesus waited. And while 
he waited, Lazarus died. Contrary to what Jesus 
predicted, it certainly looked like Lazarus’s story 
had abruptly ended with death. 

Jesus and his disciples then traveled to the home 
of Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and Martha, 
in the small town of Bethany. When Jesus arrived 
and encountered the mourners, he was “moved in 
his spirit” (embrimaomai) and “troubled” (etaraxen) 
(John 11:33). These words describe intense pain 
and emotional upset. Jesus was not immune to the painful experience of 
those he loved, and he was determined to turn this painful moment into an 
opportunity for God’s glory (John 11:40).

By now, Lazarus had been dead four days, buried in a cave-like tomb (John 11:39).  
According to traditional Jewish belief, the spirit of a person remained near 
the body in case of resuscitation, but when the color of the face changed by 
the third day, the spirit would depart permanently. There was no doubt by the 
fourth day that Lazarus was dead. 

The Story
In John 14, Jesus speaks directly to his small group of 
disciples at a time when they had good reason to be 
deeply troubled. Jesus had just dropped three bombs  
on them that rocked their world: (1) he would soon  
die a terrible death (John 12:23–33); (2) one of  
them would betray him (John 13:21–30);  
and (3) Peter, one of his closest disciples,  
would deny three times even knowing Jesus  
(John 13:37–38). But then, Jesus pivots and 
says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled”  
(John 14:1).

What? Of course their hearts were troubled! 
Their Lord is facing death, one of them 
has been identified as a future failure, and 
another is a betrayer. They are in trouble and 
full of trouble, and Jesus knows that. So he 
encourages them to trust in him just like they 
trust in God, and he reassures them of who 
he is: “I am the way and the truth and the life” 
(John 14:6). 

The Greek verb pisteuo, normally translated 
as “believe,” “trust,” or “have faith,” is used 
over two hundred times in the New Testament, and ninety-eight of those 
occurrences are in John’s gospel. Peppered throughout John 14 is Jesus’ 
challenge to believe: believe in God and believe in Jesus (verse 1); believe that he 
is in the Father and the Father is in him (verse 11); believe because of the works 
Jesus does (verse 11); believe when Jesus accomplishes what he has said he 
would (verse 29). 

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“Israel was a spreading vine; he brought 
forth fruit for himself. As his fruit increased, 
he built more altars; as his land prospered, 
he adorned his sacred stones.” HOSEA 10:1

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener. … I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain in me and I in you, 
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you 
can do nothing.” JOHN 15:1, 5

The Story
In John 15, Jesus reimagines the metaphor of the vine from the Old Testament 
and proclaims himself to be the “true vine” (verse 1). Throughout Israel’s long 
history before Jesus, the nation was referred to as the vine or vineyard that 
belonged to God. The prophets used this metaphor to describe the unique 
relationship of God to his people and to remind everyone that being connected 
to the nation meant being connected to the life that God provides (Isaiah 5:1–7;  
Jeremiah 2:21). With the coming of Christ, this no longer means being 
connected to a nation, but to a person—to Christ Jesus, the true vine. A life  

that produces fruit comes through 
being rooted in him. 

There are two main activities in the 
imagery of John 15. The first is meno, 
which means “to remain” or “to 
abide.” It is repeated eleven times in 
the chapter, the first eight times in the 
first eight verses. It is used a total of 
forty times in John’s gospel. We, the 
branches, are to abide in Jesus, the vine.

The second activity is pruning, and two types are mentioned: airei (“to take 
away, cut off”) to remove unproductive branches (verses 2, 6) and kathairei (“to 
clean”) to encourage increased fruit production (verse 2). Everyone experiences 
pruning, cleansing, or reduction in life. Some pruning results in judgment and 
destruction, while other pruning produces greater fruit. If our lives are rooted 
in Jesus, we can be assured that the pruning we undergo, however unpleasant, 
will be for our good. Our Father is a wise gardener and meticulous caretaker 
who works for our benefit, to ensure that our life in Jesus is fruitful. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT

In John 14, Jesus assures  
his disciples that after he  
has left, he and the Father will 
send the Holy Spirit— 
the Comforter, Advocate,  
Helper—who will be with 
them (verses 16, 26). The 
Holy Spirit will show them 
(and us) the way to follow 
Jesus, guide them into the 
truth, and share the life that 
comes only from God.

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for 
you are God my Savior, and my hope is in 
you all day long.” PSALM 25:5

“I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” JOHN 14:6
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I Am
Seven Powerful Claims of Christ

“I am who I am. This is what you are to say to 
the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”  

— Exodus 3:14

esus adopted the most personal name 
of God from the Hebrew Scriptures 

to reveal himself as the one who is and will 
always be: I am. Seven times in John’s gospel, 
Jesus picked up this ancient name that God 
used to introduce himself to Moses. When 
Jesus began revealing his identity, he used “I 
am,” but he also included new meaning with 
the name: “I am the bread of life,” “I am the light 
of the world,” etc. Little by little, Jesus showed 
that he is everything we have ever longed for 
and needed.

The Unspeakable Name
When God revealed himself to Moses in 
Exodus 3:14, God used a form of the Hebrew 
verb for “to be,” calling himself “I am who  
I am,” or “I will be who I will be,” or simply 
“I am.” This Hebrew name is made up of just 
four consonants in English letters: YHWH. To 
emphasize God’s holiness when God’s people read the Scriptures, they would 
substitute a different name for God rather than vocalize the personal name of 
YHWH. They would say “Adonai,” which means “Lord.” In fact, Jewish scribes 
who copied the Hebrew Scriptures did not record the vowel sounds of God’s 
name, just in case someone would unintentionally utter the name correctly. 

Instead, they substituted the vowel sounds 
from Adonai. For many years, it was thought 
that the pronunciation was “Jehovah,” but the 
most up-to-date research indicates it is most 
likely pronounced “Yahweh.” 

Bread of Life Light of the World After the events of John 8, Jesus and his disciples came across a man who 
was blind from birth. Jesus continued teaching: “As long as it is day, we must 
do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world” (John 9:4–5). Then Jesus 
did something unusual. He spit on the ground, made mud cakes from the dirt, 
and applied them to the man’s eyes. He told 
him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam 
(John 9:6–7). The blind man obeyed and was 
miraculously healed; no longer in darkness, 
but with full sight—a “light” for his eyes.

Life Application
Notice how Jesus said, “While I am in the 
world,” implying that he would not always 
be present. But he took a little bit of himself, 
hid it inside some dust from the ground, and 
used that as a catalyst for the blind man’s healing. You and I are made of dust 
(Genesis 2:7). We aren’t adequate to be the light for this world, but Jesus has put 
his light in us. When we believe in him—that he is everything he claimed to 
be—then we become an extension of his light; glorious mud cakes that bring 
light into a dark world!

✝ When has the light of Jesus shined into your life while you were in a
dark place?

✝ What are some practical ways you can be a part of shining the light of
Jesus into the lives of those around you?

The Gate and the Good Shepherd PROPHECY FULFILLMENT

ZE
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The Messiah will be a wounded 
shepherd whose sheep are scattered 
(Zechariah 13:7).

This prophecy was fulfilled with Jesus 
and his disciples in the garden of 
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:31).

The good shepherd will be rejected  
for a mere thirty pieces of silver  
(Zechariah 11:12–13).

Jesus was betrayed by Judas for thirty 
pieces of silver (Matthew 26:15).

The Messiah will be pierced, but 
ultimately return as the judge over  
all and the only righteous king  
(Zechariah 12:10; 14:9).

Jesus was pierced on the cross  
(John 19:34). One day, every knee will 
bow and every tongue confess that  
Jesus is Lord (Philippians 2:9–11).

EZ
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Israel’s wicked shepherds were faithless 
and self-seeking (Ezekiel 34:1–6).

Jesus protected his flock by laying down 
his life for them (John 10:11–15).

God will send a shepherd (like David or 
a descendant of David) to unify and care 
for his people (Ezekiel 34:23).

Jesus is the promised descendant  
of David who will reign forever  
(Luke 1:30–33) and is the Shepherd  
who unifies the flock (John 10:16).

M
IC

AH

The Messiah is the shepherd who will 
come from Bethlehem and have ancient 
origins (Micah 5:2, 4).

Jesus was born in Bethlehem  
(Matthew 2:1–6). He said, “Before 
Abraham was born, I am” (John 8:58).

Life Application
As the Good Shepherd, Christ Jesus laid down his life so we could enjoy new life 
with him. Live today with confidence, because Jesus stands at the gate of your 
life and protects you from evil. Be compassionate, giving your life for others as 
Jesus gave his life for you. 

✝ What are the qualities of the Good Shepherd in John 10? How have you
experienced these characteristics in your relationship with Jesus?

✝ Jesus gave his life for us in a unique way that can’t be duplicated, but we
can imitate him. How can you put others ahead of yourself to “give your
life” for someone else?
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HOLINESS

When we say that God is holy, 
we acknowledge far more 
than that he is without sin. 
We are also recognizing that 
God is separate from us, in the 
sense that he is not the same 
as we are. He is not simply like 
us, only better. Nor is he just 
the fullest and best expression 
of all human qualities. He is 
other than, different from, and 
far greater than us. Although 
God is altogether holy, he 
chooses to be connected with 
us through the eternal Son of 
God, Jesus Christ.

MESSIAH FOR ALL NATIONS

Isaiah predicted that the Messiah would not only be a light for Israel, but also for all 
people and all nations (Isaiah 9:2; 49:6). In John 8, the Jewish leaders were scandalized 
not just because Jesus was claiming to be divine and equal with God (verses 58–59), but 
he was also arguing that God cares about gentiles as much as he does Jews. Jesus didn’t 
say, “I am the light of Israel.” He said, “I am the light of the world.” The religious leaders in 
Jesus’ day had become so self-absorbed by their own concerns, by their national identity, 
that they had lost sight of their purpose. God designed Israel to be a light to draw all 
nations into relationship with him. Over time, Israel missed that goal and increasingly 
excluded gentiles. Jesus boldly proclaimed that he is the light, bringing the presence of 
God into the world for all who believe in him. 

In John’s gospel, the final time Jesus says the words I am is found in chapter 18.  
Here, Jesus’ disciple Judas betrays him and the temple guards come to arrest 
Jesus. When the guards say they are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus responds,  
“I am he” (John 18:5–6). The guards draw back and fall to the ground for no 
reason except the power of his words. 

Throughout the gospel of John, Jesus demonstrates in both word and deed that 
he is the perfect reflection of Yahweh-Sabaoth (“Lord Almighty”) from the Old 
Testament. As the psalmist sings, “Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord 
Almighty—he is the King of glory!” (Psalm 24:10). 

Jes us is …OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I will rain 
down bread from heaven for you.’”  
EXODUS 16:4

“Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of 
life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry.’” JOHN 6:35

The Story
John 6 records two astounding miracles that serve as convincing confirmation 
of the truth of Jesus’ powerful claim: “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35). Firstly, 
he feeds more than five thousand people by multiplying five loaves of bread and 
two small fish (John 6:1–15). This miracle mirrors the feeding of the Israelite 
multitudes with manna as Moses led them from Egypt (Exodus 16). Secondly, 
Jesus walks on water on the Sea of Galilee, then causes the disciples’ boat to 
arrive safely on the opposite shore through a storm (John 6:16–21).  
Both miracles demonstrate Jesus’ power over the physical world, as 
well as his care and concern for humanity.

The next day, a large crowd sought out Jesus, but they were more 
interested in receiving additional loaves of bread from him—
and even potentially using him to achieve their own goals of 
overthrowing Roman rule—than in discovering his unique 
identity and mission (John 6:26). Jesus wanted the crowds 
to move beyond just consuming the gifts (the loaves  
and fish) he offered. He called them to understand his  
identity as the one who is uniquely connected with and  
sent from God, and who offers the bread of eternal  
life, not just perishable bread (John 6:51).

Life Application
We can trust that Jesus will always provide what we 
need. His power and care for us gives us strength and 
encouragement to keep following after him.

✝ Why are we sometimes more interested in the things
Jesus can give us than in who he is?

✝ What are some ways you can regularly “eat” the bread from
heaven in order to experience a full and abundant spiritual life?

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“The people walking in darkness have seen 
a great light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned.”  
ISAIAH 9:2

“I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” JOHN 8:12

“While I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” JOHN 9:5

The Story
Twice in John’s gospel, Jesus declares, “I am the light of the world.” The first 
time is in John 8, right at the end of the Feast of Tabernacles. In this festival, all 
Israel gathered in and around Jerusalem to remember and celebrate how God 
provided for their ancestors in the wilderness after leaving Egypt.

The temple sat atop a hill, with a commanding view of Jerusalem. Four towers 
rose above the largest of the temple’s courtyards, each topped with a candlestick 
(menorah) with multiple branches. Each night 
of the feast, the candlesticks were lit and all 
Jerusalem, covered in darkness, could look up 
and see that light. Surrounding this courtyard 
were twelve brass trumpet-shaped receptacles 
that emptied into offering boxes. Imagine 
how the flickering light would have danced 
and flashed against the gold lampstands and 
the brass trumpets! People gathered in that 
evening light, music played, and they danced 
with joy.

This was the setting for 
Jesus, when he stood up in 
the courtyard with the brass 
trumpets surrounding him and 
claimed to be the light of the 
world in the very place where the 
light of their celebration had just 
ended (John 7:14; 8:12). 

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“I will place over them one shepherd, my 
servant David, and he will tend them; he 
will tend them and be their shepherd.” 
EZEKIEL 34:23

“He will stand and shepherd his flock in the 
strength of the Lord.” MICAH 5:4

“Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. … Whoever enters through me will 
be saved.” JOHN 10:7, 9

“I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
JOHN 10:11

The Story
After Jesus healed the blind man on the Sabbath in John 9, the religious leaders 
increased their attacks against Jesus. When the healed man expressed faith in 
Jesus, the Pharisees threw the man out of the synagogue. In response, Jesus 
encouraged the faith of this wounded new believer and stood up against the 
abusive Pharisees. He also escalated the conflict immediately with two powerful 
claims: “I am the gate for the sheep” and “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:7, 11). 

With these vivid descriptions, Jesus creates a contrast between himself and the 
religious leaders. The Pharisees are identified as those who “have come before,” 
who are self-serving thieves and robbers of the flock (John 10:1, 8). Jesus 
describes himself as the gate, the protection for the sheep, just like he protected 
the innocent man who had been 
disgraced by being thrown out of 
the synagogue. Jesus goes even 
further to describe how he, as the 
Good Shepherd, will lay down his 
own life for his sheep and then take 
his life up again (John 10:11, 15–18). 
Through his teaching, miracles, 
sacrificial death on the cross, and 
resurrection, Jesus shows us that he 
is the only one qualified to be the 
Good Shepherd for our souls.

In John 10, Jesus speaks in prophetic language from the Old Testament that his 
listeners would have known very well.

The celebration of light 
during the Feast of 
Tabernacles was a reminder 
of God’s presence with the 
Israelites as he had showed 
them the way with a pillar of 
fire (a column of light) that 
they followed on their journey 
through the wilderness 
(Exodus 13:21). 

J
✝ The giver of living water

(John 4:10–14)

✝ The Messiah
(John 4:25–26; 8:24)

✝ Sent by the Father
(John 5:37; 7:28–29)

✝ From above (John 8:23)

✝ The Son of Man (John 6:27; 8:28)

✝ Before Abraham (John 8:58)

✝ The Son of God (John 5:25; 10:36)

✝ Teacher and Lord (John 13:13)

✝ “I am who I am” (John 13:19)

✝ In the Father (John 14:10–11, 20)

✝ Not of the world (John 17:14, 16)

✝ A king (John 18:36–37)

Other Powerful Claims of Christ 
in the Gospel of John
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I Am
Seven Powerful Claims of Christ

“I am who I am. This is what you are to say to 
the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”  

— Exodus 3:14

esus adopted the most personal name 
of God from the Hebrew Scriptures 

to reveal himself as the one who is and will 
always be: I am. Seven times in John’s gospel, 
Jesus picked up this ancient name that God 
used to introduce himself to Moses. When 
Jesus began revealing his identity, he used “I 
am,” but he also included new meaning with 
the name: “I am the bread of life,” “I am the light 
of the world,” etc. Little by little, Jesus showed 
that he is everything we have ever longed for 
and needed.

The Unspeakable Name
When God revealed himself to Moses in 
Exodus 3:14, God used a form of the Hebrew 
verb for “to be,” calling himself “I am who  
I am,” or “I will be who I will be,” or simply 
“I am.” This Hebrew name is made up of just 
four consonants in English letters: YHWH. To 
emphasize God’s holiness when God’s people read the Scriptures, they would 
substitute a different name for God rather than vocalize the personal name of 
YHWH. They would say “Adonai,” which means “Lord.” In fact, Jewish scribes 
who copied the Hebrew Scriptures did not record the vowel sounds of God’s 
name, just in case someone would unintentionally utter the name correctly. 

Instead, they substituted the vowel sounds 
from Adonai. For many years, it was thought 
that the pronunciation was “Jehovah,” but the 
most up-to-date research indicates it is most 
likely pronounced “Yahweh.” 

Bread of Life Light of the World After the events of John 8, Jesus and his disciples came across a man who 
was blind from birth. Jesus continued teaching: “As long as it is day, we must 
do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world” (John 9:4–5). Then Jesus 
did something unusual. He spit on the ground, made mud cakes from the dirt, 
and applied them to the man’s eyes. He told 
him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam 
(John 9:6–7). The blind man obeyed and was 
miraculously healed; no longer in darkness, 
but with full sight—a “light” for his eyes.

Life Application
Notice how Jesus said, “While I am in the 
world,” implying that he would not always 
be present. But he took a little bit of himself, 
hid it inside some dust from the ground, and 
used that as a catalyst for the blind man’s healing. You and I are made of dust 
(Genesis 2:7). We aren’t adequate to be the light for this world, but Jesus has put 
his light in us. When we believe in him—that he is everything he claimed to 
be—then we become an extension of his light; glorious mud cakes that bring 
light into a dark world!

✝ When has the light of Jesus shined into your life while you were in a
dark place?

✝ What are some practical ways you can be a part of shining the light of
Jesus into the lives of those around you?

The Gate and the Good Shepherd PROPHECY FULFILLMENT

ZE
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The Messiah will be a wounded 
shepherd whose sheep are scattered 
(Zechariah 13:7).

This prophecy was fulfilled with Jesus 
and his disciples in the garden of 
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:31).

The good shepherd will be rejected  
for a mere thirty pieces of silver  
(Zechariah 11:12–13).

Jesus was betrayed by Judas for thirty 
pieces of silver (Matthew 26:15).

The Messiah will be pierced, but 
ultimately return as the judge over  
all and the only righteous king  
(Zechariah 12:10; 14:9).

Jesus was pierced on the cross  
(John 19:34). One day, every knee will 
bow and every tongue confess that  
Jesus is Lord (Philippians 2:9–11).

EZ
EK

IE
L

Israel’s wicked shepherds were faithless 
and self-seeking (Ezekiel 34:1–6).

Jesus protected his flock by laying down 
his life for them (John 10:11–15).

God will send a shepherd (like David or 
a descendant of David) to unify and care 
for his people (Ezekiel 34:23).

Jesus is the promised descendant  
of David who will reign forever  
(Luke 1:30–33) and is the Shepherd  
who unifies the flock (John 10:16).

M
IC

AH

The Messiah is the shepherd who will 
come from Bethlehem and have ancient 
origins (Micah 5:2, 4).

Jesus was born in Bethlehem  
(Matthew 2:1–6). He said, “Before 
Abraham was born, I am” (John 8:58).

Life Application
As the Good Shepherd, Christ Jesus laid down his life so we could enjoy new life 
with him. Live today with confidence, because Jesus stands at the gate of your 
life and protects you from evil. Be compassionate, giving your life for others as 
Jesus gave his life for you. 

✝ What are the qualities of the Good Shepherd in John 10? How have you
experienced these characteristics in your relationship with Jesus?

✝ Jesus gave his life for us in a unique way that can’t be duplicated, but we
can imitate him. How can you put others ahead of yourself to “give your
life” for someone else?
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HOLINESS

When we say that God is holy, 
we acknowledge far more 
than that he is without sin. 
We are also recognizing that 
God is separate from us, in the 
sense that he is not the same 
as we are. He is not simply like 
us, only better. Nor is he just 
the fullest and best expression 
of all human qualities. He is 
other than, different from, and 
far greater than us. Although 
God is altogether holy, he 
chooses to be connected with 
us through the eternal Son of 
God, Jesus Christ.

MESSIAH FOR ALL NATIONS

Isaiah predicted that the Messiah would not only be a light for Israel, but also for all 
people and all nations (Isaiah 9:2; 49:6). In John 8, the Jewish leaders were scandalized 
not just because Jesus was claiming to be divine and equal with God (verses 58–59), but 
he was also arguing that God cares about gentiles as much as he does Jews. Jesus didn’t 
say, “I am the light of Israel.” He said, “I am the light of the world.” The religious leaders in 
Jesus’ day had become so self-absorbed by their own concerns, by their national identity, 
that they had lost sight of their purpose. God designed Israel to be a light to draw all 
nations into relationship with him. Over time, Israel missed that goal and increasingly 
excluded gentiles. Jesus boldly proclaimed that he is the light, bringing the presence of 
God into the world for all who believe in him. 

In John’s gospel, the final time Jesus says the words I am is found in chapter 18.  
Here, Jesus’ disciple Judas betrays him and the temple guards come to arrest 
Jesus. When the guards say they are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus responds,  
“I am he” (John 18:5–6). The guards draw back and fall to the ground for no 
reason except the power of his words. 

Throughout the gospel of John, Jesus demonstrates in both word and deed that 
he is the perfect reflection of Yahweh-Sabaoth (“Lord Almighty”) from the Old 
Testament. As the psalmist sings, “Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord 
Almighty—he is the King of glory!” (Psalm 24:10). 

Jes us is …OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I will rain 
down bread from heaven for you.’”  
EXODUS 16:4

“Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of 
life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry.’” JOHN 6:35

The Story
John 6 records two astounding miracles that serve as convincing confirmation 
of the truth of Jesus’ powerful claim: “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35). Firstly, 
he feeds more than five thousand people by multiplying five loaves of bread and 
two small fish (John 6:1–15). This miracle mirrors the feeding of the Israelite 
multitudes with manna as Moses led them from Egypt (Exodus 16). Secondly, 
Jesus walks on water on the Sea of Galilee, then causes the disciples’ boat to 
arrive safely on the opposite shore through a storm (John 6:16–21).  
Both miracles demonstrate Jesus’ power over the physical world, as 
well as his care and concern for humanity.

The next day, a large crowd sought out Jesus, but they were more 
interested in receiving additional loaves of bread from him—
and even potentially using him to achieve their own goals of 
overthrowing Roman rule—than in discovering his unique 
identity and mission (John 6:26). Jesus wanted the crowds 
to move beyond just consuming the gifts (the loaves  
and fish) he offered. He called them to understand his  
identity as the one who is uniquely connected with and  
sent from God, and who offers the bread of eternal  
life, not just perishable bread (John 6:51).

Life Application
We can trust that Jesus will always provide what we 
need. His power and care for us gives us strength and 
encouragement to keep following after him.

✝ Why are we sometimes more interested in the things
Jesus can give us than in who he is?

✝ What are some ways you can regularly “eat” the bread from
heaven in order to experience a full and abundant spiritual life?

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“The people walking in darkness have seen 
a great light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned.”  
ISAIAH 9:2

“I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” JOHN 8:12

“While I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” JOHN 9:5

The Story
Twice in John’s gospel, Jesus declares, “I am the light of the world.” The first 
time is in John 8, right at the end of the Feast of Tabernacles. In this festival, all 
Israel gathered in and around Jerusalem to remember and celebrate how God 
provided for their ancestors in the wilderness after leaving Egypt.

The temple sat atop a hill, with a commanding view of Jerusalem. Four towers 
rose above the largest of the temple’s courtyards, each topped with a candlestick 
(menorah) with multiple branches. Each night 
of the feast, the candlesticks were lit and all 
Jerusalem, covered in darkness, could look up 
and see that light. Surrounding this courtyard 
were twelve brass trumpet-shaped receptacles 
that emptied into offering boxes. Imagine 
how the flickering light would have danced 
and flashed against the gold lampstands and 
the brass trumpets! People gathered in that 
evening light, music played, and they danced 
with joy.

This was the setting for 
Jesus, when he stood up in 
the courtyard with the brass 
trumpets surrounding him and 
claimed to be the light of the 
world in the very place where the 
light of their celebration had just 
ended (John 7:14; 8:12). 

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“I will place over them one shepherd, my 
servant David, and he will tend them; he 
will tend them and be their shepherd.” 
EZEKIEL 34:23

“He will stand and shepherd his flock in the 
strength of the Lord.” MICAH 5:4

“Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. … Whoever enters through me will 
be saved.” JOHN 10:7, 9

“I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
JOHN 10:11

The Story
After Jesus healed the blind man on the Sabbath in John 9, the religious leaders 
increased their attacks against Jesus. When the healed man expressed faith in 
Jesus, the Pharisees threw the man out of the synagogue. In response, Jesus 
encouraged the faith of this wounded new believer and stood up against the 
abusive Pharisees. He also escalated the conflict immediately with two powerful 
claims: “I am the gate for the sheep” and “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:7, 11). 

With these vivid descriptions, Jesus creates a contrast between himself and the 
religious leaders. The Pharisees are identified as those who “have come before,” 
who are self-serving thieves and robbers of the flock (John 10:1, 8). Jesus 
describes himself as the gate, the protection for the sheep, just like he protected 
the innocent man who had been 
disgraced by being thrown out of 
the synagogue. Jesus goes even 
further to describe how he, as the 
Good Shepherd, will lay down his 
own life for his sheep and then take 
his life up again (John 10:11, 15–18). 
Through his teaching, miracles, 
sacrificial death on the cross, and 
resurrection, Jesus shows us that he 
is the only one qualified to be the 
Good Shepherd for our souls.

In John 10, Jesus speaks in prophetic language from the Old Testament that his 
listeners would have known very well.

The celebration of light 
during the Feast of 
Tabernacles was a reminder 
of God’s presence with the 
Israelites as he had showed 
them the way with a pillar of 
fire (a column of light) that 
they followed on their journey 
through the wilderness 
(Exodus 13:21). 

J
✝ The giver of living water

(John 4:10–14)

✝ The Messiah
(John 4:25–26; 8:24)

✝ Sent by the Father
(John 5:37; 7:28–29)

✝ From above (John 8:23)

✝ The Son of Man (John 6:27; 8:28)

✝ Before Abraham (John 8:58)

✝ The Son of God (John 5:25; 10:36)

✝ Teacher and Lord (John 13:13)

✝ “I am who I am” (John 13:19)

✝ In the Father (John 14:10–11, 20)

✝ Not of the world (John 17:14, 16)

✝ A king (John 18:36–37)
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I Am
Seven Powerful Claims of Christ

“I am who I am. This is what you are to say to 
the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”  

— Exodus 3:14

esus adopted the most personal name 
of God from the Hebrew Scriptures 

to reveal himself as the one who is and will 
always be: I am. Seven times in John’s gospel, 
Jesus picked up this ancient name that God 
used to introduce himself to Moses. When 
Jesus began revealing his identity, he used “I 
am,” but he also included new meaning with 
the name: “I am the bread of life,” “I am the light 
of the world,” etc. Little by little, Jesus showed 
that he is everything we have ever longed for 
and needed.

The Unspeakable Name
When God revealed himself to Moses in 
Exodus 3:14, God used a form of the Hebrew 
verb for “to be,” calling himself “I am who  
I am,” or “I will be who I will be,” or simply 
“I am.” This Hebrew name is made up of just 
four consonants in English letters: YHWH. To 
emphasize God’s holiness when God’s people read the Scriptures, they would 
substitute a different name for God rather than vocalize the personal name of 
YHWH. They would say “Adonai,” which means “Lord.” In fact, Jewish scribes 
who copied the Hebrew Scriptures did not record the vowel sounds of God’s 
name, just in case someone would unintentionally utter the name correctly. 

Instead, they substituted the vowel sounds 
from Adonai. For many years, it was thought 
that the pronunciation was “Jehovah,” but the 
most up-to-date research indicates it is most 
likely pronounced “Yahweh.” 

Bread of Life Light of the World After the events of John 8, Jesus and his disciples came across a man who 
was blind from birth. Jesus continued teaching: “As long as it is day, we must 
do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world” (John 9:4–5). Then Jesus 
did something unusual. He spit on the ground, made mud cakes from the dirt, 
and applied them to the man’s eyes. He told 
him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam 
(John 9:6–7). The blind man obeyed and was 
miraculously healed; no longer in darkness, 
but with full sight—a “light” for his eyes.

Life Application
Notice how Jesus said, “While I am in the 
world,” implying that he would not always 
be present. But he took a little bit of himself, 
hid it inside some dust from the ground, and 
used that as a catalyst for the blind man’s healing. You and I are made of dust 
(Genesis 2:7). We aren’t adequate to be the light for this world, but Jesus has put 
his light in us. When we believe in him—that he is everything he claimed to 
be—then we become an extension of his light; glorious mud cakes that bring 
light into a dark world!

✝ When has the light of Jesus shined into your life while you were in a
dark place?

✝ What are some practical ways you can be a part of shining the light of
Jesus into the lives of those around you?

The Gate and the Good Shepherd PROPHECY FULFILLMENT
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The Messiah will be a wounded 
shepherd whose sheep are scattered 
(Zechariah 13:7).

This prophecy was fulfilled with Jesus 
and his disciples in the garden of 
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:31).

The good shepherd will be rejected  
for a mere thirty pieces of silver  
(Zechariah 11:12–13).

Jesus was betrayed by Judas for thirty 
pieces of silver (Matthew 26:15).

The Messiah will be pierced, but 
ultimately return as the judge over  
all and the only righteous king  
(Zechariah 12:10; 14:9).

Jesus was pierced on the cross  
(John 19:34). One day, every knee will 
bow and every tongue confess that  
Jesus is Lord (Philippians 2:9–11).

EZ
EK
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Israel’s wicked shepherds were faithless 
and self-seeking (Ezekiel 34:1–6).

Jesus protected his flock by laying down 
his life for them (John 10:11–15).

God will send a shepherd (like David or 
a descendant of David) to unify and care 
for his people (Ezekiel 34:23).

Jesus is the promised descendant  
of David who will reign forever  
(Luke 1:30–33) and is the Shepherd  
who unifies the flock (John 10:16).

M
IC

AH

The Messiah is the shepherd who will 
come from Bethlehem and have ancient 
origins (Micah 5:2, 4).

Jesus was born in Bethlehem  
(Matthew 2:1–6). He said, “Before 
Abraham was born, I am” (John 8:58).

Life Application
As the Good Shepherd, Christ Jesus laid down his life so we could enjoy new life 
with him. Live today with confidence, because Jesus stands at the gate of your 
life and protects you from evil. Be compassionate, giving your life for others as 
Jesus gave his life for you. 

✝ What are the qualities of the Good Shepherd in John 10? How have you
experienced these characteristics in your relationship with Jesus?

✝ Jesus gave his life for us in a unique way that can’t be duplicated, but we
can imitate him. How can you put others ahead of yourself to “give your
life” for someone else?
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HOLINESS

When we say that God is holy, 
we acknowledge far more 
than that he is without sin. 
We are also recognizing that 
God is separate from us, in the 
sense that he is not the same 
as we are. He is not simply like 
us, only better. Nor is he just 
the fullest and best expression 
of all human qualities. He is 
other than, different from, and 
far greater than us. Although 
God is altogether holy, he 
chooses to be connected with 
us through the eternal Son of 
God, Jesus Christ.

MESSIAH FOR ALL NATIONS

Isaiah predicted that the Messiah would not only be a light for Israel, but also for all 
people and all nations (Isaiah 9:2; 49:6). In John 8, the Jewish leaders were scandalized 
not just because Jesus was claiming to be divine and equal with God (verses 58–59), but 
he was also arguing that God cares about gentiles as much as he does Jews. Jesus didn’t 
say, “I am the light of Israel.” He said, “I am the light of the world.” The religious leaders in 
Jesus’ day had become so self-absorbed by their own concerns, by their national identity, 
that they had lost sight of their purpose. God designed Israel to be a light to draw all 
nations into relationship with him. Over time, Israel missed that goal and increasingly 
excluded gentiles. Jesus boldly proclaimed that he is the light, bringing the presence of 
God into the world for all who believe in him. 

In John’s gospel, the final time Jesus says the words I am is found in chapter 18.  
Here, Jesus’ disciple Judas betrays him and the temple guards come to arrest 
Jesus. When the guards say they are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus responds,  
“I am he” (John 18:5–6). The guards draw back and fall to the ground for no 
reason except the power of his words. 

Throughout the gospel of John, Jesus demonstrates in both word and deed that 
he is the perfect reflection of Yahweh-Sabaoth (“Lord Almighty”) from the Old 
Testament. As the psalmist sings, “Who is he, this King of glory? The Lord 
Almighty—he is the King of glory!” (Psalm 24:10). 

Jes us is …OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I will rain 
down bread from heaven for you.’”  
EXODUS 16:4

“Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of 
life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry.’” JOHN 6:35

The Story
John 6 records two astounding miracles that serve as convincing confirmation 
of the truth of Jesus’ powerful claim: “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35). Firstly, 
he feeds more than five thousand people by multiplying five loaves of bread and 
two small fish (John 6:1–15). This miracle mirrors the feeding of the Israelite 
multitudes with manna as Moses led them from Egypt (Exodus 16). Secondly, 
Jesus walks on water on the Sea of Galilee, then causes the disciples’ boat to 
arrive safely on the opposite shore through a storm (John 6:16–21).  
Both miracles demonstrate Jesus’ power over the physical world, as 
well as his care and concern for humanity.

The next day, a large crowd sought out Jesus, but they were more 
interested in receiving additional loaves of bread from him—
and even potentially using him to achieve their own goals of 
overthrowing Roman rule—than in discovering his unique 
identity and mission (John 6:26). Jesus wanted the crowds 
to move beyond just consuming the gifts (the loaves  
and fish) he offered. He called them to understand his  
identity as the one who is uniquely connected with and  
sent from God, and who offers the bread of eternal  
life, not just perishable bread (John 6:51).

Life Application
We can trust that Jesus will always provide what we 
need. His power and care for us gives us strength and 
encouragement to keep following after him.

✝ Why are we sometimes more interested in the things
Jesus can give us than in who he is?

✝ What are some ways you can regularly “eat” the bread from
heaven in order to experience a full and abundant spiritual life?

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“The people walking in darkness have seen 
a great light; on those living in the land of 
deep darkness a light has dawned.”  
ISAIAH 9:2

“I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” JOHN 8:12

“While I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” JOHN 9:5

The Story
Twice in John’s gospel, Jesus declares, “I am the light of the world.” The first 
time is in John 8, right at the end of the Feast of Tabernacles. In this festival, all 
Israel gathered in and around Jerusalem to remember and celebrate how God 
provided for their ancestors in the wilderness after leaving Egypt.

The temple sat atop a hill, with a commanding view of Jerusalem. Four towers 
rose above the largest of the temple’s courtyards, each topped with a candlestick 
(menorah) with multiple branches. Each night 
of the feast, the candlesticks were lit and all 
Jerusalem, covered in darkness, could look up 
and see that light. Surrounding this courtyard 
were twelve brass trumpet-shaped receptacles 
that emptied into offering boxes. Imagine 
how the flickering light would have danced 
and flashed against the gold lampstands and 
the brass trumpets! People gathered in that 
evening light, music played, and they danced 
with joy.

This was the setting for 
Jesus, when he stood up in 
the courtyard with the brass 
trumpets surrounding him and 
claimed to be the light of the 
world in the very place where the 
light of their celebration had just 
ended (John 7:14; 8:12). 

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT

“I will place over them one shepherd, my 
servant David, and he will tend them; he 
will tend them and be their shepherd.” 
EZEKIEL 34:23

“He will stand and shepherd his flock in the 
strength of the Lord.” MICAH 5:4

“Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. … Whoever enters through me will 
be saved.” JOHN 10:7, 9

“I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
JOHN 10:11

The Story
After Jesus healed the blind man on the Sabbath in John 9, the religious leaders 
increased their attacks against Jesus. When the healed man expressed faith in 
Jesus, the Pharisees threw the man out of the synagogue. In response, Jesus 
encouraged the faith of this wounded new believer and stood up against the 
abusive Pharisees. He also escalated the conflict immediately with two powerful 
claims: “I am the gate for the sheep” and “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:7, 11). 

With these vivid descriptions, Jesus creates a contrast between himself and the 
religious leaders. The Pharisees are identified as those who “have come before,” 
who are self-serving thieves and robbers of the flock (John 10:1, 8). Jesus 
describes himself as the gate, the protection for the sheep, just like he protected 
the innocent man who had been 
disgraced by being thrown out of 
the synagogue. Jesus goes even 
further to describe how he, as the 
Good Shepherd, will lay down his 
own life for his sheep and then take 
his life up again (John 10:11, 15–18). 
Through his teaching, miracles, 
sacrificial death on the cross, and 
resurrection, Jesus shows us that he 
is the only one qualified to be the 
Good Shepherd for our souls.

In John 10, Jesus speaks in prophetic language from the Old Testament that his 
listeners would have known very well.

The celebration of light 
during the Feast of 
Tabernacles was a reminder 
of God’s presence with the 
Israelites as he had showed 
them the way with a pillar of 
fire (a column of light) that 
they followed on their journey 
through the wilderness 
(Exodus 13:21). 

J
✝ The giver of living water

(John 4:10–14)

✝ The Messiah
(John 4:25–26; 8:24)

✝ Sent by the Father
(John 5:37; 7:28–29)

✝ From above (John 8:23)

✝ The Son of Man (John 6:27; 8:28)

✝ Before Abraham (John 8:58)

✝ The Son of God (John 5:25; 10:36)

✝ Teacher and Lord (John 13:13)

✝ “I am who I am” (John 13:19)

✝ In the Father (John 14:10–11, 20)

✝ Not of the world (John 17:14, 16)

✝ A king (John 18:36–37)
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