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“But in your hearts revere Christ 
as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect.”

1 PETER 3:15–16
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You’ve Been Commissioned by God! 
Yes, really. Jesus has sent all his followers—not just pastors 
and missionaries—to share the good news of salvation 
(Matt. 28:18–20).

This is an exciting mission, but sometimes it can feel 
overwhelming. At times it might seem more like a scary 
burden than a joyous privilege. Maybe you’ve witnessed 
ugly confrontations between Christians and non-Christians 
over matters of faith. Perhaps you remember that one time 
you tried to talk about God with your friend and everything 
got really awkward. Maybe you’re hesitant to even bring up 
anything religious with your family members, because every 
time you do, they just seem to get angry. No wonder the 
phrase “sharing your faith” sometimes makes us cringe.

The God who sent you on this mission of sharing the gospel 
message knows all this. He understands your fears and has 
not left you on your own. His Word has a lot to say to help 
you, encourage you, support you, and keep your mind and 
heart focused on what’s most important.
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In this book, we’ll look at what God’s Word says about 
sharing your faith. We’ll tackle tough questions like these 
(and others):

 ■ How can I talk about the Christian faith when I’m not 
a Bible scholar? What would I do if someone started 
firing hard questions at me?

 ■ What exactly is the gospel, and how do I explain it to 
nonbelievers?

 ■ Why would I, of all people, try to tell anyone about 
Jesus? Most days my life is a mess and my faith isn’t 
exactly rock solid.

 ■ Our culture is so polarized and secular—is it even 
possible to have civil, constructive spiritual discussions 
anymore?

 ■ How can I begin talking about God with others? Where 
do I start?

For readers who want to wrestle with this subject further—
or for those who want to read through this book with a 
few others (highly recommended!)—we’ve included some 
reflection and discussion questions at the end of this book.
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 Sharing Your Faith: Who? Me?!
It’s one of the most remarkable scenes in world history.

A group of slack-jawed, wide-eyed folks on a mountainside, 
watching breathlessly as Jesus of Nazareth disappears 
straight up into the clouds.

Moments before, his last words to this small band of 
believers had been equal parts command and prophecy: 
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

What?! Witnesses . . . to the ends of the earth?

Even more shocking is the group being commissioned.

A “dream team” of proven leaders? A “who’s who” of 
religious scholars?

More like a “Who? Them?!” collection of nondescript 
nobodies.

These were Galilean fi sherman and tax collectors, not the 
ancient equivalent of Harvard MBAs or seminary grads. 
Regular folks with plenty of fl aws and almost as much doubt 
as faith. Individuals with shady backgrounds (in some cases) 
and quirky personalities, who often found it hard to get along.
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And yet . . .

This was the group that would soon be empowered by 
God’s Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2). These were the ones 
who would begin telling others about their life-changing 
experience with the crucifi ed, resurrected Jesus.

This fi rst generation of Christians had none of the resources 
we have, none of the technological blessings we enjoy. No 
publishing companies. No radio broadcasts. No cell networks 
or movie studios. They lacked cars and commercial jets, 
interstates and the internet. But each one had an authentic 
encounter with Jesus Christ and each one had a voice.

Saint Paul Preaching by Raphael
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SHARING YOUR FAITH: WHO? ME?!

So they opened their mouths. They told their stories. And 
like ripples in a pond the gospel message began to spread 
in every direction. Even when hostile authorities cracked 
down, these simple followers of Jesus continued to speak up.

It wasn’t long before the apostles and other Christian 
missionaries were fanning out across the Roman Empire 
(and beyond), leaving little groups of new believers in their 
wake. The good news of Jesus was spreading. The church of 
Jesus was growing.

And today? The upstart movement that began on a Jewish 
mountainside almost two millennia ago fl ourishes all over 
the world.

Fast forward to this moment. You are reading this sentence 
right now because countless people—regular folks who’d 
been changed by the gospel of Jesus—eagerly shared that 
good news with neighbors and strangers, who passed it on 
to their relatives and coworkers.

If they could do it, we can too. More than all the great 
material resources we have—smartphones and apps and 
Christian books—we have God’s Word to guide us, his Spirit 
to strengthen us, and his people to encourage us.

And so the answer to the very common “Who? Me?!” 
question is, “Yes. You.” You’re a recipient of good news!

And good news, as we all know, is meant for sharing.
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Qualities of an E� ective Witness
Many Christians assume they need a seminary degree, 
or at least hours and hours of training, before they are 
“qualifi ed” to talk to others about their faith. Not true. While 
formal evangelism training is always helpful (and highly 
recommended), it’s not necessary. To point people to Jesus, 
what you need most is:

Grace—Jesus demonstrated a remarkable ability to meet 
people in their mess and to accept them and love them as 
they were (yet without condoning their lifestyles). Instead of 
fi xating on their fl aws, he saw what they could become 
(John 1:16).

Truth—A good witness (as our legal system daily reminds 
us) tells “the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth.” When the truth is hard, a good witness speaks it 
clearly, but always with gentleness and love (John 8:32).

Kindness—Nothing builds trust like demonstrating 
obvious concern and care for others. Being smart and 
articulate is fi ne, but being kind beats being clever every 
time (Colossians 3:12).

Humility—Nobody likes know-it-alls or people who are 
full of themselves. The most eff ective witnesses don’t 
act superior; they mostly act stunned, shocked to be the 
recipients of God’s love (Philippians 2:3).
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SHARING YOUR FAITH: WHO? ME?!

Authenticity—If you’ve been bowled over by the fact that 
Jesus Christ would love you and give his life for you, if you 
are convinced he alone is the hope of the world, you have 
what it takes to shine as a witness. You’ll be credible and 
compelling (2 Corinthians 5:11–21).

Even though the gospel has spread to much of the world—
more than two billion people today claim some form of the 
Christian faith—the mission Jesus gave his followers is far 
from fi nished.

Think about your own situation. Unless you live on a desert 
island or in a remote cabin off  the grid, you have people in 
your life—family members, friends, classmates, neighbors, 
and coworkers—who are far from God. Spiritually speaking, 
these people are all over the map: agnostics and Muslims, 
humanists and Hindus. They have faith in all sorts of 
things—science, astrology, 
Buddhism, or simply trying to 
be decent people. But they don’t 
believe in Jesus.

When you stop and remember 
this reality, your heart breaks. 
You don’t want to bite your 
tongue. You want those around 
you to know the joy of a 
relationship with God, the peace that comes from staggering 
promises like John 3:16. What can you do? Can you learn 

You can learn to 
talk about your 
faith in a way that’s 
life-giving, not 
relationship-killing.
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to share your faith with others in a way that’s constructive 
rather than destructive, winsome rather than weird? Is that 
even possible?

Absolutely. You’re in the right book.

Discussing your Christian faith with unbelieving friends 
doesn’t have to feel like walking a tightrope across the Grand 
Canyon without a safety net. It doesn’t have to result in a 
nasty argument. You can learn to see the dreaded “E-word” 
(evangelism) in a new and positive light. More importantly, 
you can learn to talk about your faith in a way that’s life-
giving, not relationship-killing.

That’s the purpose for this little book. Maybe we shouldn’t 
overpromise. Maybe we can’t exactly make sharing your 
faith easy; however, we can defi nitely make it a little easier.

By the time we’re done, you’ll . . .

■ Be clearer on what the gospel is.

■ Be motivated to pray and look for opportunities to talk 
about your faith.

■ Know some simple, creative ways to start spiritual 
conversations.

■ Have a better feel for what to say (and what not to say).

■ Learn how you can tell your own spiritual story very 
naturally, briefl y, in a way that’s not pushy or preachy.
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SHARING YOUR FAITH: WHO? ME?!

■ Understand why it’s so important to not only show the 
gospel with your life, but to tell it with your lips.

Maybe you’re not yet convinced. Or maybe, if you’re honest, 
you’ve got so much going on in your life right now that you 
don’t spend much time thinking about the spiritual needs of 
others. If that’s you, start with a prayer. Ask God for help.

A Prayer for Learning to Share 
Your Faith
Lord, give me a broken heart for people who don’t know you. Help 
me to see people as you see them, to learn to love people with your 
perfect love.

Father, give me unbridled joy in my salvation. Remind me that I 
have good news—in fact, the best news ever.

God, give me opportunities to 
speak to others about you as I go 
about my day. Make me aware 
of holy moments, of divinely 
orchestrated encounters. And 
when those opportunities come, 
give me courage and boldness. 
Let me be fi lled with faith, not 
backed into a corner by fear.

Give me sensitivity to your 
leading, Holy Spirit. Keep me 
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from running ahead of you or being pushy with those who are 
not yet ready to respond to you. Make me an intriguing witness, 
not an irritating one. Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth. When I 
speak, let me say only what you want said.

Give me power, Father. I am weak. My words are impotent. But 
you are God Almighty and nothing—no heart—is too hard for 
you to pierce.

Lord, give me a gracious, gentle spirit. Remind me that unbelievers 
(even the really angry ones) are not my enemy; they are captives 
of my enemy. May my attitudes, words, and deeds demonstrate 
the love, joy, peace, patience, and kindness of your Spirit.

Jesus, give me tenacity and a persevering heart. Your Word makes 
it clear that we are in a battle for souls. Sometimes the struggle is 
fi erce and long and exhausting. Grant me the diligence and grit 
to keep at it, to dig in, and to keep reaching out.

Lord of life, lastly, give me the amazing blessing of seeing others 
come alive spiritually.

In your name I ask these things. Amen.
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