
The 
World’s 
Teaching

Sometimes it can feel like God has abandoned us. Wouldn’t it be a lot 
easier if Jesus were here with us, answering our questions, performing 
miracles, and calling people to salvation? Why has Jesus left us down 
here to do all the heavy lifting ourselves?

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus probably shocked his followers when he told them that his going 
away was the best thing that could happen to them. He was leaving, but 
he wasn’t abandoning them. He promised that once he left, he would 
send the Advocate, the Spirit of truth—names Jesus called the Holy Spirit 
in John 14–16. The Holy Spirit would be with them (and us) always.
As we read the book of Acts, we see the result of the Spirit’s coming: 
Jesus’ power was no longer limited to one human body walking around 
Israel. Now through the Holy Spirit, his power and love are unlimited. 
He moves through every one of his people to build a kingdom that will 
change everything.

Know 
This

Jesus encouraged his disciples to ask God for what they needed 
(Luke 11:9–13). We can do the same. When God’s Spirit is working 
through us, we have the power to love those annoying neighbors, the 
compassion to let someone else be fi rst in line, the peace to choose 
faith over fear, the ability to bless our enemies . . . you see where this 
is going: The power to live radically like Jesus belongs to his kingdom 
people because Jesus has sent his Holy Spirit into our lives. The only 
question is, will we use that power?

Living 
Radically

■  The Bible promises that when we get into trouble for our faith, the 
Holy Spirit will give us the right words to say (Luke 12:11–12). When 
we don’t know what to pray to God for, the Holy Spirit intercedes for 
us (Romans 8:26). Describe a time when you (or someone you know) 
relied on the Holy Spirit to overcome a challenging situation.

■  What is one thing you could do to step out of your comfort zone and 
let God’s Spirit radically love someone through you?

The 
World’s 
Teaching

We watch politics on TV. We follow the ups and downs of public polls. 
We say things like: “If only this candidate would get elected, everything 
would be all right.”
People in Jesus’ day were a lot like us. Abuzz with excitement, many 
followed him, expecting he’d lead a revolution to overthrow the cruel 
Roman Empire. Finally, the long-awaited Messiah had come to destroy 
the oppressive Romans, right? Well, not quite.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus never offered political change. The Messiah’s plan was much 
bigger. It was not geographical or national; it was spiritual and 
worldwide. His fi rst message was essentially this: Your moment of 
opportunity has come. The kingdom is near. Turn around. Change your 
mind. Believe this good news.
Does that seem like what it takes to overthrow an evil empire? Well, 
it is. Because God’s kingdom has come, the devil’s evil empire is 
guaranteed to fail. It is just a matter of time. Our King defeated the 
devil, hell, and death by dying on the cross and then rising from the 
dead. His is an unstoppable kingdom.

Know 
This

In Matthew 13:33, Jesus explained that the kingdom is like yeast. Just 
as yeast permeates and changes the dough into which it is mixed, God’s 
kingdom spreads unnoticed but changes the world we see. The day will 
come when the kingdom is fully realized and all people acknowledge 
that God rules over everything and everyone (Philippians 2:9–10; 
Revelation 11:15).

Living 
Radically

■  Why do you think we expect politicians to solve our problems? 
■  In what ways is God’s kingdom different from earthly governments?

The 
World’s 
Teaching

The world says greatness is about being at the top. It’s about wielding 
fame and infl uence. It’s about climbing that corporate ladder and 
making others envious of your success. It’s about those below looking 
up to you.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

When a bunch of self-important, competitive men needed clarity about 
who was the greatest, Jesus took a little kid and set him in the middle 
of the men. As a perfect example of his “fi rst will be last” kingdom, 
Jesus told the men that if they wanted to be great, here was the person 
they needed to be like: a small child.
Little kids imitate what they see. They are full of trust. They are open, 
and they simply love people. Jesus himself exemplifi ed these qualities: 
he spent time with his heavenly Father, listened to what his Father was 
saying, and repeated his Father’s words. He watched what his Father 
was doing and did the same, imitating his Father to show us what God 
is like (John 10:32; 14:10; 17:25–26). Jesus lived in full trust of his 
Father, even as he died on the cross and lay in the grave (John 6:38; 
5:10; Luke 23:46; Acts 2:32). His only agenda was to imitate his Father, 
trust him, and then love the people his Father placed in front of him.

Know 
This

Now Jesus calls us to do the same: to show others what he is like 
by imitating him, living in full trust of him, and loving others. That’s 
greatness. The “little kid revolution” is God’s kingdom in power!

Living 
Radically

■  What changes can you make to become more like a little child?
■  The Bible tells Christians to be wise yet innocent (Matthew 10:16). 

What does this mean in your life?

The 
World’s 
Teaching

“Love your neighbor” was a well-accepted commandment in Jesus’ 
day (Leviticus 19:18). But who is your neighbor? Back then, just like 
today, people were expected to love those in their in-group: those who 
looked the same, talked the same, and valued the same things they 
did. In other words, your neighbors were the people it was easy to be 
neighborly to.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus’ told a story that made his listeners reconsider just how big their 
neighborhood really was. 
In the story, a Jewish man traveling through Samaria was mugged, 
beaten, and left for dead. Both a Jewish priest and a Levite passed him 
by; neither stopped to help. Only a Samaritan (despised by Jews for 
religious and racial reasons) stopped, tended to the man’s wounds, put 
the man on his own donkey, and took him to a place where he could 
recuperate, paying for the man’s care himself. Jesus fi nished the story by 
asking, “Who was the neighbor to the injured man?” “The one who had 
mercy on him,” came the response. Jesus said, “Go and do likewise.”
The priest and the Levite, whom Jesus’ listeners would have expected 
to act neighborly, ignored the injured man. The true neighbor was 
the Samaritan who saw a person in need, responded with mercy, and 
invested in his welfare. It didn’t matter to the Samaritan that the man 
wasn’t in his in-group. That’s kingdom neighborliness.

Know 
This

Our neighborhood expands to anyone who needs our compassion—
even those who don’t agree with us or who are simply disagreeable. 
As God’s kingdom people, we foment revolution when we show God’s 
merciful love to every person.

Living 
Radically

■  Who are the people you often don’t recognize as being in your 
“bigger than you think” neighborhood?

■  What could you do this week to be a kingdom neighbor to someone 
in need?

The 
World’s 
Teaching

It’s become accepted behavior to get back at people. We hear words 
like: “That’s unforgivable. She’s got to pay!” or “Don’t get mad—get 
even.” How could those hateful, cruel people who have hurt us deserve 
our forgiveness?

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

When one of Jesus’ followers asked if there was a limit on forgiveness, 
Jesus answered with a story: A king mercifully forgave the debt of a 
servant who owed him a huge sum of money. The servant, however, 
when he had the opportunity to forgive a man who owed him a 
very small amount of money, had no mercy and acted cruelly to the 
indebted man. The king, having seen his servant’s lack of forgiveness, 
responded by punishing his unmerciful servant like the servant had 
punished the indebted man.
Jesus concluded with these words of warning: “This is how my heavenly 
Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart” (Matthew 18:35). We don’t forgive others because 
they deserve it; we forgive others because God has forgiven us an 
enormous debt.

Know 
This

Is it optional to forgive others whom we think don’t deserve 
forgiveness? Simple answer: no. Jesus said forgiveness is not an option. 
It’s another counterintuitive, radical way of his kingdom (Matthew 
6:12–15). Our natural response may be to want offenders to suffer, 
but Jesus demanded that our response go beyond the natural to 
supernatural: radical forgiveness.

Living 
Radically

■  Whom do you fi nd it hard to forgive? Why?
■  What could you do to begin the process of forgiving someone you 

resent?

The 
World’s 
Teaching

Remember the Pharisees? For all the Pharisees’ outward “goodness,” 
there were some people they would not touch, help, or even 
acknowledge: the dirty, the poor, the ill—the “sinners” whom the 
Pharisees believed were simply receiving what they deserved. When we 
think we are good, our human pride automatically labels others as bad.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

In Matthew 25, Jesus handed us a list of people to spend time with and 
help—people he called “the least of these.” He told us to visit the sick, 
clothe the naked, feed the hungry, and be with the prisoners.
In true “fi rst will be last” fashion, Jesus told us that it’s our job to care 
for those very “leasties”: the needy, the nobodies, the helpless, those 
in trouble, people some good folks wouldn’t touch with a ten-foot pole. 
Jesus was so crazy about us going out of our comfort zones and helping 
others that he said that caring for them is caring for him. That’s not just 
nice; that’s a revolution.

Know 
This

Sometimes we get the idea that church exists only for us churchgoers. 
But church isn’t a club or a place for us to perform in. It’s more like 
a locker room where we go to be equipped, getting ready to go out 
to serve others. The Greek word for church is ekklesia, which literally 
means “called-out ones”—people who have been called out and 
together go do what Jesus asked them to do way beyond the four walls 
of a church building.

Living 
Radically

■  What category of people do you fi nd it hardest to love?
■  What might Jesus be calling you to do among that group of people?

■  ■  ■  ■    Read: Mark 1:14–15; Luke 4:14–21■  ■  ■  ■    Read: Matthew 18:1–5; Luke 9:46–48■  ■  ■  ■    Read: Luke 10:25–37■  ■  ■  ■    Read: Luke 6:37–42; Matthew 18:21–35■  ■  ■  ■    Read: Matthew 25:31–46

“It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.” —JOHN 16:7

“The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”
—MARK 1:15

“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” —MATTHEW 18:3

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” —LUKE 10:27“Forgive, and you will be forgiven.” —LUKE 6:37“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” —MATTHEW 25:40

� e good news isn’t about 
human governments. 
It’s about God’s kingdom.

If you want to be kingdom 
people, be like little kids.

Your neighborhood is a lot 
bigger than you think.

Forgive, even those whom 
you’re sure don’t deserve it.

Care for the ones no one else 
will care for.

It’s better for us to be 
without Jesus living here.121110987

■  ■  ■  ■    Read: John 15:26–16:15
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The 
World’s 
Teaching

What does it take for a person to be right with God? In Jesus’ time, 
many people believed that doing the right things and following the 
right rules were what was most important in God’s eyes (some people 
today still believe this). An example of a righteous person was likely 
a Pharisee, a member of a Jewish sect who strived to be holier than 
others by following a strict set of laws. An example of an unrighteous 
person might have been a tax collector, someone who worked for the 
hated Roman government and was known for charging extra taxes to 
make himself rich.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus told a story about a Pharisee and a tax collector that turned what 
people thought was righteous and unrighteous on its head. In the story, 
both men went to the temple to pray. The Pharisee thanked God that 
he was better than the tax collector because he followed the religious 
rules precisely. The tax collector, however, begged God for mercy and 
confessed himself a sinner. Jesus’ shocker? He concluded that the tax 
collector, not the Pharisee, “went home justified before God” (Luke 
18:14). Self-made righteousness blinds people to their need for God’s 
forgiveness (Matthew 9:12).

Know 
This

Here’s the thing: We all are like that tax collector— all sinners (Romans 
3:10; 3:23). We are not more spiritual when we think we have it all 
together, looking down on others. That mind-set keeps us from humbly 
realizing that we have nothing righteous to show off to God. Only 
when we realize our sinfulness can we receive God’s forgiveness and 
salvation.

Living 
Radically

■  Why do you think we often would rather have people’s approval than 
God’s approval? 

■  What do you need God’s forgiveness for? Don’t hesitate any longer.
Be like the tax collector who recognized his need, and humbly ask 
God for forgiveness this very moment.

The 
World’s 
Teaching

Sometimes we hear people say things like: “Get rich now so you 
can retire early” or “It’s expensive, but everyone has one.” A bigger 
apartment, another car, a newer phone, a better paying job—there are 
always more earthly treasures to run after.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Again, Jesus had a revolutionary test: What’s your heart set on? Those 
are your treasures. 
Jesus said that earthly treasure can be ruined, lost, or stolen; and we 
can’t take it with us when we die. Compared to heavenly treasure, it 
isn’t very valuable. We can’t serve God (or be “submitted to the King” 
people) and serve money (or be “submitted to making money” people).
Unless we treasure what’s truly valuable, we’ll be forever disappointed 
with the dividends of our investments.
Jesus also said that we never need to worry about how to get what 
we need to live, because as long as we treasure and seek God and 
his kingdom fi rst, he gives us all we need. That sure beats a 401(k)—
eternally!

Know 
This

We lay up treasure in heaven when we do things that honor God (like 
loving our enemies) with pure motives. He stores this treasure for us—
like an investment in heaven’s bank. We don’t know what the dividends 
of this heavenly treasure will be, but they will certainly be beyond 
anything we can imagine (1 Corinthians 2:9).
After the apostle Paul lost most of what he had, he called it “garbage” 
compared to knowing Christ (Philippians 3:7–10). The bottom line? 
Unless we put God first, our upside-down values leave us treasuring 
trash.

Living 
Radically

■  What is one treasure on earth you thought you could never live 
without?

■  What are some ways God shows us that we can trust him to provide 
for us? 

The 
World’s 
Teaching

In Jesus’ day, people said, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” 
The “love your neighbor” part was from the Old Testament (Leviticus 
19:18). But the “hate your enemy” part was what people had added to 
God’s commandment.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

While “hate your enemy” was an accepted saying in Jesus’ day, Jesus 
taught the opposite: love your enemy—do good to those who are out to 
get you, and bless them and pray for them.
So why should we love our enemies? Remember Jesus’ death on the 
cross? Many religious leaders hated him, envied his popularity, and 
wanted to kill him. They plotted for years. When these enemies fi nally 
succeeded in having Jesus crucified, Jesus said something radical: 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 
23:34). His enemies didn’t understand God’s great plan to love and 
save the world, so Jesus wanted his Father to forgive them. Jesus didn’t 
simply tell us to love our enemies, he acted on it himself, making his 
life an example for us to follow.

Know 
This

Your enemies are blinded by their own immediate selfi sh desires. They 
don’t understand God’s great plan for the world. So praying for them 
and setting a good example for them reveals God’s love to them.
Notice, too, we can’t merely be civil to those who are hostile to us. Jesus 
told us to love people who despise us, to do active good to those who 
hate us. We go far beyond civil to show a “just like God’s” kind of love 
to people who don’t even like us. We forgive them because Jesus did.
Jesus’ life goal was to save the world, even these blinded people who 
don’t yet understand.

Living 
Radically

■  What are some roadblocks to loving your enemies?
■  How could you pray for and bless an enemy in your life? 

The 
World’s 
Teaching

In Jesus’ time, many religious leaders wanted to show off their holiness 
by proving that they obeyed all of the 613 religious laws. They would 
pray dramatically or make a public display when they brought their 
donations to the temple.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus said that good deeds are not all that matters. God cares about 
why you do them. He is looking for actions done with the right motive.
So if it’s human approval you’re looking for, then, as Jesus said, you 
have your reward—but it won’t be from God. If you want God’s approval 
and reward, Jesus said to avoid publicity about doing good deeds, 
being so quiet that (as he put it) you “don’t let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing” (Matthew 6:3).
So for whatever reasons others do good deeds, our reason, Jesus said, 
should be so that others will “see [our] good deeds and glorify [our] 
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Know 
This

When Jesus’ followers do good deeds, God wants their motives to 
reflect his own motives of love, mercy, and grace, not “I hope they 
caught all I did on video” or “My good-deed selfi e went viral!” As God’s 
kingdom people, we are doing his thing, not our thing. We want to go 
beyond doing good deeds to doing God-deeds—acts that show we are in 
tune with God’s mission to love him and love others. When it’s all said 
and done, God’s approval is the only approval worth having.

Living 
Radically

■  What do you think is the hardest part of doing good deeds quietly? 
Why?

■  Give an example of a good deed with the right motives—showing 
God’s love, mercy, and grace to others.

The 
World’s 
Teaching

Advertisements are everywhere telling us to be afraid. You must 
purchase this insurance for that catastrophe, and get this new gadget 
to avoid that danger, and buy this item to prevent that disaster. 
Or maybe it’s that voice of fear in the back of our minds telling us to 
isolate ourselves from relationships that might not work out and to 
never take risks that might not pay off. This kind of fear keeps us at a 
standstill, too afraid to walk forward following God’s leading.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

People in Jesus’ day worried too. What will we eat? What will we 
wear? What will happen tomorrow? Jesus had answers: “Seek [God’s] 
kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well” (Luke 12:31).
You are so valuable to your heavenly Father that he has given you all 
the riches of his kingdom.
But Jesus never sugar-coated the difficulties of life. He told his followers 
that they would fi nd themselves in court, in jail, and in all sorts of
situations that might seem more frightening than happy. Jesus said, 
“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 
the world” (John 16:33). No matter how scary or dangerous things are,
Jesus is still in charge. When he died on the cross and rose to life again,
he overcame death and defeated the devil. We will receive the kingdom 
of God, which means we will not be defeated or destroyed. In the end,
believers in Jesus will triumph.

Know 
This

Going through troubles and trusting in God, even though we don’t 
understand the whys, will make us more like Jesus. Trusting Jesus’ 
bigger plan makes it possible to walk in faith instead of being stuck in 
fear. God may not take us out of trouble, but he will certainly take us 
through it.

Living 
Radically

■  Think of a time when you were fearful but turned to God. 
What happened?

■  What Bible story or verse gives you courage during stressful times?

The 
World’s 
Teaching

In Jesus’ day, being fi rst meant having power and control. It could 
mean being part of the ruling Roman families or military leaders, or 
being the oldest male child, the heir to his father’s possessions. It could 
mean being a Jewish religious leader with the social status to set the 
rules for others.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus announced that life in his kingdom operates upside down from 
what we expect. Family status and high-ranking positions aren’t the key 
to fi nishing fi rst in God’s kingdom.
To illustrate this, Jesus told a story of a landowner who hired workers at 
9 a.m., at noon, at 3 p.m., and just before sunset. At the end of the day, 
the landowner paid them all the same amount. When those who were 
hired fi rst complained that those who came later got the same amount 
as they did, the landowner reminded them that they had agreed to 
their wages, so they had no right to say they’d been treated unfairly. 
Beyond that agreement, he had the right to be as generous to the 
latecomers as he liked. 
Jesus ended the story by saying, “So the last will be fi rst, and the fi rst 
will be last.” Grace, not “fi rstness,” was the new rule in his kingdom.

Know 
This

Grace is God’s favor that we don’t deserve. It isn’t about how hard or 
long we work; it’s about how generous God is. The Christian life isn’t 
a competition about who gets more honor or who looks the best from 
the outside. God grants everyone the “right to become children of God” 
(John 1:12).

Living 
Radically

■  Like the fi rst workers hired, have you ever resented God’s
generosity to someone who you felt didn’t deserve it? If so, what
steps did you take to overcome that resentment?

■  The Bible says people focus on outward appearances, but God
knows a person’s heart (1 Samuel 16:7). Give an example of a
situation where a person’s heart of faith surprised you.

■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Matthew 6:19–24 ■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Luke 18:9–14■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Luke 6:27–36; Matthew 5:43–48■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Matthew 6:1–18■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Luke 12:1–34; Matthew 6:25–34■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Matthew 20:1–16; Mark 9:35

All those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”  —LUKE 18:14

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” —MATTHEW 6:21“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who mistreat you.”  —LUKE 6:27–28

“Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the 
reward from your Father in heaven.” —MATTHEW 6:1 NLT

“Do not be afraid, little fl ock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom.” —LUKE 12:32

“The last will be fi rst, and the fi rst will be last.” —MATTHEW 20:16

Set your heart on heavenly 
treasure.

Love your enemies. 
No exceptions.

Don’t do good deeds to be 
admired.

Do not be afraid.� e last will be � rst, and the
� rst will be last.

It’s the humble who are 
exalted.654321

� ere are more than 100 references to the kingdom of God (or kingdom of 
heaven) in the New Testament. Jesus announced that God’s kingdom was at 
hand, nearby, and about to come.
■ ■ ■  ■  So what is this kingdom?
Here’s a simple way to think of it: If there’s a kingdom, then there must be 
a king. God is the King. Jesus said he is the way into God’s kingdom (John 
14:6). God’s kingdom is God’s realm and reign over the lives of those who 
willingly submit to him as King. All those who have trusted in Jesus are 
people who belong to God’s kingdom.
Life in God’s kingdom looks di�erent from life according to the world. 
In fact, it’s radically di�erent. For example, the world tells us to strive for 
earthly wealth; Jesus says to focus on heavenly treasure. � e world says to 
hate your enemies; Jesus says to love them. 
Today, believers in Jesus continue to follow his example and live out his 
teachings as kingdom people. Jesus commissions his kingdom people 
to spread the good news that God is reconciling people to himself 
(2 Corinthians 5:18–21). And God won’t stop until his kingdom covers 
everything!

“The world has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
he will reign forever and ever.”              —REVELATION 11:15 NLT

� e Radical 
Kingdom of God
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The 
World’s 
Teaching

What does it take for a person to be right with God? In Jesus’ time, 
many people believed that doing the right things and following the 
right rules were what was most important in God’s eyes (some people 
today still believe this). An example of a righteous person was likely 
a Pharisee, a member of a Jewish sect who strived to be holier than 
others by following a strict set of laws. An example of an unrighteous 
person might have been a tax collector, someone who worked for the 
hated Roman government and was known for charging extra taxes to 
make himself rich.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus told a story about a Pharisee and a tax collector that turned what 
people thought was righteous and unrighteous on its head. In the story, 
both men went to the temple to pray. The Pharisee thanked God that 
he was better than the tax collector because he followed the religious 
rules precisely. The tax collector, however, begged God for mercy and 
confessed himself a sinner. Jesus’ shocker? He concluded that the tax 
collector, not the Pharisee, “went home justified before God” (Luke 
18:14). Self-made righteousness blinds people to their need for God’s 
forgiveness (Matthew 9:12).

Know 
This

Here’s the thing: We all are like that tax collector— all sinners (Romans 
3:10; 3:23). We are not more spiritual when we think we have it all 
together, looking down on others. That mind-set keeps us from humbly 
realizing that we have nothing righteous to show off to God. Only 
when we realize our sinfulness can we receive God’s forgiveness and 
salvation.

Living 
Radically

■  Why do you think we often would rather have people’s approval than 
God’s approval? 

■  What do you need God’s forgiveness for? Don’t hesitate any longer.
Be like the tax collector who recognized his need, and humbly ask 
God for forgiveness this very moment.

The 
World’s 
Teaching

Sometimes we hear people say things like: “Get rich now so you 
can retire early” or “It’s expensive, but everyone has one.” A bigger 
apartment, another car, a newer phone, a better paying job—there are 
always more earthly treasures to run after.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Again, Jesus had a revolutionary test: What’s your heart set on? Those 
are your treasures. 
Jesus said that earthly treasure can be ruined, lost, or stolen; and we 
can’t take it with us when we die. Compared to heavenly treasure, it 
isn’t very valuable. We can’t serve God (or be “submitted to the King” 
people) and serve money (or be “submitted to making money” people).
Unless we treasure what’s truly valuable, we’ll be forever disappointed 
with the dividends of our investments.
Jesus also said that we never need to worry about how to get what 
we need to live, because as long as we treasure and seek God and 
his kingdom fi rst, he gives us all we need. That sure beats a 401(k)—
eternally!

Know 
This

We lay up treasure in heaven when we do things that honor God (like 
loving our enemies) with pure motives. He stores this treasure for us—
like an investment in heaven’s bank. We don’t know what the dividends 
of this heavenly treasure will be, but they will certainly be beyond 
anything we can imagine (1 Corinthians 2:9).
After the apostle Paul lost most of what he had, he called it “garbage” 
compared to knowing Christ (Philippians 3:7–10). The bottom line? 
Unless we put God first, our upside-down values leave us treasuring 
trash.

Living 
Radically

■  What is one treasure on earth you thought you could never live 
without?

■  What are some ways God shows us that we can trust him to provide 
for us? 

The 
World’s 
Teaching

In Jesus’ day, people said, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” 
The “love your neighbor” part was from the Old Testament (Leviticus 
19:18). But the “hate your enemy” part was what people had added to 
God’s commandment.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

While “hate your enemy” was an accepted saying in Jesus’ day, Jesus 
taught the opposite: love your enemy—do good to those who are out to 
get you, and bless them and pray for them.
So why should we love our enemies? Remember Jesus’ death on the 
cross? Many religious leaders hated him, envied his popularity, and 
wanted to kill him. They plotted for years. When these enemies fi nally 
succeeded in having Jesus crucified, Jesus said something radical: 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 
23:34). His enemies didn’t understand God’s great plan to love and 
save the world, so Jesus wanted his Father to forgive them. Jesus didn’t 
simply tell us to love our enemies, he acted on it himself, making his 
life an example for us to follow.

Know 
This

Your enemies are blinded by their own immediate selfi sh desires. They 
don’t understand God’s great plan for the world. So praying for them 
and setting a good example for them reveals God’s love to them.
Notice, too, we can’t merely be civil to those who are hostile to us. Jesus 
told us to love people who despise us, to do active good to those who 
hate us. We go far beyond civil to show a “just like God’s” kind of love 
to people who don’t even like us. We forgive them because Jesus did.
Jesus’ life goal was to save the world, even these blinded people who 
don’t yet understand.

Living 
Radically

■  What are some roadblocks to loving your enemies?
■  How could you pray for and bless an enemy in your life? 

The 
World’s 
Teaching

In Jesus’ time, many religious leaders wanted to show off their holiness 
by proving that they obeyed all of the 613 religious laws. They would 
pray dramatically or make a public display when they brought their 
donations to the temple.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus said that good deeds are not all that matters. God cares about 
why you do them. He is looking for actions done with the right motive.
So if it’s human approval you’re looking for, then, as Jesus said, you 
have your reward—but it won’t be from God. If you want God’s approval 
and reward, Jesus said to avoid publicity about doing good deeds, 
being so quiet that (as he put it) you “don’t let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing” (Matthew 6:3).
So for whatever reasons others do good deeds, our reason, Jesus said, 
should be so that others will “see [our] good deeds and glorify [our] 
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Know 
This

When Jesus’ followers do good deeds, God wants their motives to 
reflect his own motives of love, mercy, and grace, not “I hope they 
caught all I did on video” or “My good-deed selfi e went viral!” As God’s 
kingdom people, we are doing his thing, not our thing. We want to go 
beyond doing good deeds to doing God-deeds—acts that show we are in 
tune with God’s mission to love him and love others. When it’s all said 
and done, God’s approval is the only approval worth having.

Living 
Radically

■  What do you think is the hardest part of doing good deeds quietly? 
Why?

■  Give an example of a good deed with the right motives—showing 
God’s love, mercy, and grace to others.

The 
World’s 
Teaching

Advertisements are everywhere telling us to be afraid. You must 
purchase this insurance for that catastrophe, and get this new gadget 
to avoid that danger, and buy this item to prevent that disaster. 
Or maybe it’s that voice of fear in the back of our minds telling us to 
isolate ourselves from relationships that might not work out and to 
never take risks that might not pay off. This kind of fear keeps us at a 
standstill, too afraid to walk forward following God’s leading.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

People in Jesus’ day worried too. What will we eat? What will we 
wear? What will happen tomorrow? Jesus had answers: “Seek [God’s] 
kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well” (Luke 12:31). 
You are so valuable to your heavenly Father that he has given you all 
the riches of his kingdom.
But Jesus never sugar-coated the diffi culties of life. He told his followers 
that they would fi nd themselves in court, in jail, and in all sorts of 
situations that might seem more frightening than happy. Jesus said, 
“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 
the world” (John 16:33). No matter how scary or dangerous things are, 
Jesus is still in charge. When he died on the cross and rose to life again, 
he overcame death and defeated the devil. We will receive the kingdom 
of God, which means we will not be defeated or destroyed. In the end, 
believers in Jesus will triumph.

Know 
This

Going through troubles and trusting in God, even though we don’t 
understand the whys, will make us more like Jesus. Trusting Jesus’ 
bigger plan makes it possible to walk in faith instead of being stuck in 
fear. God may not take us out of trouble, but he will certainly take us 
through it.

Living 
Radically

■  Think of a time when you were fearful but turned to God. 
What happened?

■  What Bible story or verse gives you courage during stressful times?

The 
World’s 
Teaching

In Jesus’ day, being first meant having power and control. It could 
mean being part of the ruling Roman families or military leaders, or 
being the oldest male child, the heir to his father’s possessions. It could 
mean being a Jewish religious leader with the social status to set the 
rules for others.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus announced that life in his kingdom operates upside down from 
what we expect. Family status and high-ranking positions aren’t the key 
to fi nishing first in God’s kingdom.
To illustrate this, Jesus told a story of a landowner who hired workers at 
9 a.m., at noon, at 3 p.m., and just before sunset. At the end of the day, 
the landowner paid them all the same amount. When those who were 
hired first complained that those who came later got the same amount 
as they did, the landowner reminded them that they had agreed to 
their wages, so they had no right to say they’d been treated unfairly. 
Beyond that agreement, he had the right to be as generous to the 
latecomers as he liked.
Jesus ended the story by saying, “So the last will be fi rst, and the fi rst 
will be last.” Grace, not “firstness,” was the new rule in his kingdom.

Know 
This

Grace is God’s favor that we don’t deserve. It isn’t about how hard or 
long we work; it’s about how generous God is. The Christian life isn’t 
a competition about who gets more honor or who looks the best from 
the outside. God grants everyone the “right to become children of God” 
(John 1:12).

Living 
Radically

■  Like the first workers hired, have you ever resented God’s 
generosity to someone who you felt didn’t deserve it? If so, what 
steps did you take to overcome that resentment?

■  The Bible says people focus on outward appearances, but God 
knows a person’s heart (1 Samuel 16:7). Give an example of a 
situation where a person’s heart of faith surprised you.

■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Matthew 6:19–24 ■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Luke 18:9–14■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Luke 6:27–36; Matthew 5:43–48■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Matthew 6:1–18■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Luke 12:1–34; Matthew 6:25–34■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Matthew 20:1–16; Mark 9:35

All those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”  —LUKE 18:14

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” —MATTHEW 6:21“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who mistreat you.”  —LUKE 6:27–28

“Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the 
reward from your Father in heaven.” —MATTHEW 6:1 NLT

“Do not be afraid, little fl ock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom.” —LUKE 12:32

“The last will be first, and the first will be last.” —MATTHEW 20:16

Set your heart on heavenly 
treasure.

Love your enemies. 
No exceptions.

Don’t do good deeds to be 
admired.

Do not be afraid.� e last will be � rst, and the 
� rst will be last.

It’s the humble who are 
exalted.654321

� ere are more than 100 references to the kingdom of God (or kingdom of 
heaven) in the New Testament. Jesus announced that God’s kingdom was at 
hand, nearby, and about to come.
■ ■ ■  ■  So what is this kingdom?
Here’s a simple way to think of it: If there’s a kingdom, then there must be 
a king. God is the King. Jesus said he is the way into God’s kingdom (John 
14:6). God’s kingdom is God’s realm and reign over the lives of those who 
willingly submit to him as King. All those who have trusted in Jesus are 
people who belong to God’s kingdom.
Life in God’s kingdom looks di�erent from life according to the world. 
In fact, it’s radically di�erent. For example, the world tells us to strive for 
earthly wealth; Jesus says to focus on heavenly treasure. � e world says to 
hate your enemies; Jesus says to love them. 
Today, believers in Jesus continue to follow his example and live out his 
teachings as kingdom people. Jesus commissions his kingdom people 
to spread the good news that God is reconciling people to himself 
(2 Corinthians 5:18–21). And God won’t stop until his kingdom covers 
everything!

“The world has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
he will reign forever and ever.”              —REVELATION 11:15 NLT

� e Radical 
Kingdom of God
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The 
World’s 
Teaching

What does it take for a person to be right with God? In Jesus’ time, 
many people believed that doing the right things and following the 
right rules were what was most important in God’s eyes (some people 
today still believe this). An example of a righteous person was likely 
a Pharisee, a member of a Jewish sect who strived to be holier than 
others by following a strict set of laws. An example of an unrighteous 
person might have been a tax collector, someone who worked for the 
hated Roman government and was known for charging extra taxes to 
make himself rich.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus told a story about a Pharisee and a tax collector that turned what 
people thought was righteous and unrighteous on its head. In the story, 
both men went to the temple to pray. The Pharisee thanked God that 
he was better than the tax collector because he followed the religious 
rules precisely. The tax collector, however, begged God for mercy and 
confessed himself a sinner. Jesus’ shocker? He concluded that the tax 
collector, not the Pharisee, “went home justified before God” (Luke 
18:14). Self-made righteousness blinds people to their need for God’s 
forgiveness (Matthew 9:12).

Know 
This

Here’s the thing: We all are like that tax collector— all sinners (Romans 
3:10; 3:23). We are not more spiritual when we think we have it all 
together, looking down on others. That mind-set keeps us from humbly 
realizing that we have nothing righteous to show off to God. Only 
when we realize our sinfulness can we receive God’s forgiveness and 
salvation.

Living 
Radically

■  Why do you think we often would rather have people’s approval than 
God’s approval? 

■  What do you need God’s forgiveness for? Don’t hesitate any longer.
Be like the tax collector who recognized his need, and humbly ask 
God for forgiveness this very moment.

The 
World’s 
Teaching

Sometimes we hear people say things like: “Get rich now so you 
can retire early” or “It’s expensive, but everyone has one.” A bigger 
apartment, another car, a newer phone, a better paying job—there are 
always more earthly treasures to run after.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Again, Jesus had a revolutionary test: What’s your heart set on? Those 
are your treasures. 
Jesus said that earthly treasure can be ruined, lost, or stolen; and we 
can’t take it with us when we die. Compared to heavenly treasure, it 
isn’t very valuable. We can’t serve God (or be “submitted to the King” 
people) and serve money (or be “submitted to making money” people).
Unless we treasure what’s truly valuable, we’ll be forever disappointed 
with the dividends of our investments.
Jesus also said that we never need to worry about how to get what 
we need to live, because as long as we treasure and seek God and 
his kingdom fi rst, he gives us all we need. That sure beats a 401(k)—
eternally!

Know 
This

We lay up treasure in heaven when we do things that honor God (like 
loving our enemies) with pure motives. He stores this treasure for us—
like an investment in heaven’s bank. We don’t know what the dividends 
of this heavenly treasure will be, but they will certainly be beyond 
anything we can imagine (1 Corinthians 2:9).
After the apostle Paul lost most of what he had, he called it “garbage” 
compared to knowing Christ (Philippians 3:7–10). The bottom line? 
Unless we put God first, our upside-down values leave us treasuring 
trash.

Living 
Radically

■  What is one treasure on earth you thought you could never live 
without?

■  What are some ways God shows us that we can trust him to provide 
for us? 

The 
World’s 
Teaching

In Jesus’ day, people said, “Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” 
The “love your neighbor” part was from the Old Testament (Leviticus 
19:18). But the “hate your enemy” part was what people had added to 
God’s commandment.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

While “hate your enemy” was an accepted saying in Jesus’ day, Jesus 
taught the opposite: love your enemy—do good to those who are out to 
get you, and bless them and pray for them.
So why should we love our enemies? Remember Jesus’ death on the 
cross? Many religious leaders hated him, envied his popularity, and 
wanted to kill him. They plotted for years. When these enemies fi nally 
succeeded in having Jesus crucified, Jesus said something radical: 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 
23:34). His enemies didn’t understand God’s great plan to love and 
save the world, so Jesus wanted his Father to forgive them. Jesus didn’t 
simply tell us to love our enemies, he acted on it himself, making his 
life an example for us to follow.

Know 
This

Your enemies are blinded by their own immediate selfi sh desires. They 
don’t understand God’s great plan for the world. So praying for them 
and setting a good example for them reveals God’s love to them.
Notice, too, we can’t merely be civil to those who are hostile to us. Jesus 
told us to love people who despise us, to do active good to those who 
hate us. We go far beyond civil to show a “just like God’s” kind of love 
to people who don’t even like us. We forgive them because Jesus did.
Jesus’ life goal was to save the world, even these blinded people who 
don’t yet understand.

Living 
Radically

■  What are some roadblocks to loving your enemies?
■  How could you pray for and bless an enemy in your life? 

The 
World’s 
Teaching

In Jesus’ time, many religious leaders wanted to show off their holiness 
by proving that they obeyed all of the 613 religious laws. They would 
pray dramatically or make a public display when they brought their 
donations to the temple.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus said that good deeds are not all that matters. God cares about 
why you do them. He is looking for actions done with the right motive. 
So if it’s human approval you’re looking for, then, as Jesus said, you 
have your reward—but it won’t be from God. If you want God’s approval 
and reward, Jesus said to avoid publicity about doing good deeds, 
being so quiet that (as he put it) you “don’t let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing” (Matthew 6:3). 
So for whatever reasons others do good deeds, our reason, Jesus said, 
should be so that others will “see [our] good deeds and glorify [our] 
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Know 
This

When Jesus’ followers do good deeds, God wants their motives to 
refl ect his own motives of love, mercy, and grace, not “I hope they 
caught all I did on video” or “My good-deed selfi e went viral!” As God’s 
kingdom people, we are doing his thing, not our thing. We want to go 
beyond doing good deeds to doing God-deeds—acts that show we are in 
tune with God’s mission to love him and love others. When it’s all said 
and done, God’s approval is the only approval worth having.

Living 
Radically

■  What do you think is the hardest part of doing good deeds quietly?
Why?

■  Give an example of a good deed with the right motives—showing
God’s love, mercy, and grace to others.

The 
World’s 
Teaching

Advertisements are everywhere telling us to be afraid. You must 
purchase this insurance for that catastrophe, and get this new gadget 
to avoid that danger, and buy this item to prevent that disaster. 
Or maybe it’s that voice of fear in the back of our minds telling us to 
isolate ourselves from relationships that might not work out and to 
never take risks that might not pay off. This kind of fear keeps us at a 
standstill, too afraid to walk forward following God’s leading.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

People in Jesus’ day worried too. What will we eat? What will we 
wear? What will happen tomorrow? Jesus had answers: “Seek [God’s] 
kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well” (Luke 12:31). 
You are so valuable to your heavenly Father that he has given you all 
the riches of his kingdom.
But Jesus never sugar-coated the difficulties of life. He told his followers 
that they would fi nd themselves in court, in jail, and in all sorts of 
situations that might seem more frightening than happy. Jesus said, 
“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 
the world” (John 16:33). No matter how scary or dangerous things are, 
Jesus is still in charge. When he died on the cross and rose to life again, 
he overcame death and defeated the devil. We will receive the kingdom 
of God, which means we will not be defeated or destroyed. In the end, 
believers in Jesus will triumph.

Know 
This

Going through troubles and trusting in God, even though we don’t 
understand the whys, will make us more like Jesus. Trusting Jesus’ 
bigger plan makes it possible to walk in faith instead of being stuck in 
fear. God may not take us out of trouble, but he will certainly take us 
through it.

Living 
Radically

■  Think of a time when you were fearful but turned to God. 
What happened?

■  What Bible story or verse gives you courage during stressful times?

The 
World’s 
Teaching

In Jesus’ day, being first meant having power and control. It could 
mean being part of the ruling Roman families or military leaders, or 
being the oldest male child, the heir to his father’s possessions. It could 
mean being a Jewish religious leader with the social status to set the 
rules for others.

Jesus’ 
Radical 
Teaching

Jesus announced that life in his kingdom operates upside down from 
what we expect. Family status and high-ranking positions aren’t the key 
to fi nishing first in God’s kingdom.
To illustrate this, Jesus told a story of a landowner who hired workers at 
9 a.m., at noon, at 3 p.m., and just before sunset. At the end of the day, 
the landowner paid them all the same amount. When those who were 
hired first complained that those who came later got the same amount 
as they did, the landowner reminded them that they had agreed to 
their wages, so they had no right to say they’d been treated unfairly. 
Beyond that agreement, he had the right to be as generous to the 
latecomers as he liked.
Jesus ended the story by saying, “So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.” Grace, not “firstness,” was the new rule in his kingdom.

Know 
This

Grace is God’s favor that we don’t deserve. It isn’t about how hard or 
long we work; it’s about how generous God is. The Christian life isn’t 
a competition about who gets more honor or who looks the best from 
the outside. God grants everyone the “right to become children of God” 
(John 1:12).

Living 
Radically

■  Like the first workers hired, have you ever resented God’s 
generosity to someone who you felt didn’t deserve it? If so, what 
steps did you take to overcome that resentment?

■  The Bible says people focus on outward appearances, but God 
knows a person’s heart (1 Samuel 16:7). Give an example of a 
situation where a person’s heart of faith surprised you.

■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Matthew 6:19–24 ■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Luke 18:9–14■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Luke 6:27–36; Matthew 5:43–48■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Matthew 6:1–18■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Luke 12:1–34; Matthew 6:25–34■ ■ ■  ■  Read: Matthew 20:1–16; Mark 9:35

All those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”  —LUKE 18:14

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” —MATTHEW 6:21“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you,
pray for those who mistreat you.”  —LUKE 6:27–28

“Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the 
reward from your Father in heaven.” —MATTHEW 6:1 NLT

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom.” —LUKE 12:32

“The last will be first, and the first will be last.” —MATTHEW 20:16

Set your heart on heavenly 
treasure.

Love your enemies. 
No exceptions.

Don’t do good deeds to be 
admired.

Do not be afraid.� e last will be � rst, and the 
� rst will be last.

It’s the humble who are 
exalted.654321

� ere are more than 100 references to the kingdom of God (or kingdom of 
heaven) in the New Testament. Jesus announced that God’s kingdom was at 
hand, nearby, and about to come.
■ ■ ■  ■  So what is this kingdom?
Here’s a simple way to think of it: If there’s a kingdom, then there must be 
a king. God is the King. Jesus said he is the way into God’s kingdom (John 
14:6). God’s kingdom is God’s realm and reign over the lives of those who 
willingly submit to him as King. All those who have trusted in Jesus are 
people who belong to God’s kingdom.
Life in God’s kingdom looks di�erent from life according to the world. 
In fact, it’s radically di�erent. For example, the world tells us to strive for 
earthly wealth; Jesus says to focus on heavenly treasure. � e world says to 
hate your enemies; Jesus says to love them. 
Today, believers in Jesus continue to follow his example and live out his 
teachings as kingdom people. Jesus commissions his kingdom people 
to spread the good news that God is reconciling people to himself 
(2 Corinthians 5:18–21). And God won’t stop until his kingdom covers 
everything!

“The world has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
he will reign forever and ever.”              —REVELATION 11:15 NLT

� e Radical 
Kingdom of God
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