






Peter frantically cries out. Immediately Jesus 
reaches out His hand and rescues him—and 
then rebukes him: “You of little faith ... why 
did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:30–31 ). 

Could the Lord of nature, who also is the 
Lord of our individual lives, ask us the 
same question? Have we ever taken a giant 
step of faith with our eyes squarely on the 
Savior and then found ourselves distracted 
by distressing and daunting circumstances? 
While once engaged in the miraculous, doing 
great and mighty things in the strength of the 
Lord, have we later found ourselves drowning 
in doubt, fear, and distrust of the One who 
called us? 

What can we learn from Peter, who like 
us, wavered between faithfulness and 
faithlessness? Can we really trust Jesus, no 
matter what? God oft en refers to Himself 
as a Rock—steadfast, immovable, a safe 
haven of refuge while the waves of perilous 
circumstances surge around us. And yet we 
oft en go it alone. Our repeated failure to trust 
can be likened to stumbling stones that trip 
us up and throw us off  balance on the path to 
success. But God in His grace stands ready to 
reach out His hand and rescue us—just like 
he rescued Peter. 
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Discover, as did Peter, how stumbling stones 
can be turned into stepping stones and 
how God’s heart is to teach us through our 
missteps of doubt to “walk on water.”

“Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine, according to his power  
that is at work within us.”  

(Ephesians 3:20)
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Definitions
Sinking was a certainty when Peter shifted 
his gaze from Jesus to the surrounding 
circumstances. Only after many such failures 
would Peter learn a primary lesson: replace 
your fear with faith. 

His impetuous personality thrust him 
forward and knocked him backward. At times 
he succeeded and at times he failed. It was 
Peter who walked on water, who professed 
Jesus as “the Christ,” and who delivered 
powerful sermons to the early church. But it 
was also Peter who rebuked Jesus concerning 
His death and resurrection, who denied 
Jesus three times, and who hastily at Jesus’ 
arrest drew his sword and cut off the ear of 
“the enemy” (an act that Jesus immediately 
reversed by restoring the ear). 

In truth, Peter needed grounding stability. He 
needed to be led not by personal passion but 
by the sustaining strength ... by the peace that 
comes from an assurance of God’s perfect 
plan and presence.
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What Is Failure?

He was emphatic in his proclamation—
unwavering in his commitment. “Even if I 
have to die with you, I will never disown you” 
(Mark 14:31). 

Bold words from a man who had just heard a 
painful prophecy from Jesus, piercing words 
that Peter tried his best to quickly dismiss. 
Jesus told Peter he would indeed deny him—
not once, not twice, but three times that very 
night—before the rooster crowed twice. 

Shortly after this conversation with Peter, 
Jesus’ arrest triggered a dark chain of events 
characterized by chaos, persecution, and 
betrayal. The disciples’ lives would be forever 
changed and Peter’s die-hard devotion would 
fail again ... and again ... and still again.

“‘I tell you the truth,’ Jesus answered,  
‘today—yes, tonight—before the rooster 
crows twice you yourself will disown me 

three times.’” (Mark 14:30)

XXFailure means not performing up to 
expectations, being unsuccessful, or 
defeated.1

■■ Unmet expectations lead to 
disappointment and sometimes to 
despair.
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■■ Disappointment with personal failure is 
one of the tools God uses to cultivate our 
spiritual growth.

XXFailure in Hebrew is parar, which means, 
“to break, destroy, foil or make useless.” 2 
This word often applies to plans that fail 
because of outside opposition.

“Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many 
advisers they succeed.” (Proverbs 15:22)

Biblical Example: David experienced 
disappointment to the point of despair over 
his moral failure with Bathsheba. However, 
his broken and contrite spirit brought him 
closer to the heart of God. (Read Psalm 51.)

XXFailure to act in accordance with God’s 
will brings negative consequences.

■■ Undesirable consequences can lead to 
a self-evaluation that can result in a 
changed heart and life.

■■ Consequences are used by God as 
discipline to accomplish His ultimate will 
and purpose for our lives.

“No discipline seems pleasant at the time, 
but painful. Later on, however, it produces 
a harvest of righteousness and peace 
for those who have been trained by it.”  
(Hebrews 12:11)
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Biblical Example: Jonah’s failure to obey 
God resulted in very difficult consequences. 
When running from God’s call to preach 
repentance to a city repugnant to Jonah, he 
was swallowed by a great fish. In his distress, 
he was willing to obey. God used these 
consequences to accomplish His ultimate 
purpose of saving the people of Nineveh 
through Jonah’s preaching. (Read the book of 
Jonah.)

The Two Types of Failure

XXDestructive Failure: Reveals your 
limitations and weaknesses, highlights your 
shortcomings, and when not processed 
correctly, keeps you feeling inadequate and 
defective.

Example:

“When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw 
that Jesus was condemned, he was seized 
with remorse and returned the thirty silver 
coins to the chief priests and the elders. ‘I 
have sinned,’ he said, ‘for I have betrayed 
innocent blood.’ ‘What is that to us?’ they 
replied. ‘That’s your responsibility.’ So Judas 
threw the money in the temple and left. 
Then he went away and hanged himself.” 
(Matthew 27:3–5)
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