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Some questions matter a lot, but they’re not tough 

to answer. Is it safe to drive 90 mph in a 25 mph zone? 

Obviously not, but there’s big consequences if you don’t 

know that when you’re behind the wheel. Other questions 

are tough to answer, but don’t matter much. Do you 

know the square root of 983,297? It’s a tough question, 

but not life-changing if you don’t get that one right. 

(Unless you’re trying to get into MIT, then you’d 

better get studying, quick!)

But the questions in this pamphlet are both tough and 

they matter. Th ey matter because they’re questions that 

impact your life. Th ey’re about God, good and evil, 

faith, justice, pain, relationships, love, and life and death. 

Th ey’re tough because the answers may not be obvious 

and not everyone agrees on how to answer them. In 

these pages, you’ll fi nd new ways of thinking about these 

tough issues to help you sort out what’s real from what’s not. 

What’s Inside

Th ese are common questions you may have heard people ask. Or you 

have wondered about yourself. Or someone has used these questions 

to challenge your beliefs.  

Behind the questions are assumptions that people hold either 

consciously or unconsciously. Assumptions are beliefs that people pick 

up from movies, friends, family, school, books, or anywhere in life. But 

assumptions, like all ideas, need examination.

Are these assumptions true? Challenging assumptions helps us 

understand our own beliefs and see things from another point of view. 

Some assumptions are wrong, which can lead to wrong conclusions. If 

you discover that your assumptions don’t correspond to the facts, then 

it may be time to change them.

If God exists, what does this mean for your life? And if he has shown 

himself, what is he like and what is he saying to you? 
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“Christianity,
if false, is of no 
importance, and 
if true, of infi nite 
importance. Th e 
only thing it cannot 
be is moderately 
important.”

 C.S. LEWIS

Does it even matter what 
I believe?

Beliefs don’t matter. Th e only thing that 

counts is getting what you want out of 

life. As long as you are happy, it doesn’t 

matter what you believe.

Suppose you see the sports car of your 

dreams in mint condition online. You’re 

so excited you use all the money you’ve 

saved to buy that car. But when you get 

the car, you fi nd out the engine is busted, 

the tires are fl at, and the body is rusting 

all over the place. You are a fraud victim!

You initially believed that the car was in 

great condition, but you didn’t see for 

yourself if your beliefs about it were true. 

What you believed about the car 

determined what you did with your 

money. Same thing with life. What you 

believe about your life and the world in 

which you live determines how you live 

your life and what you do with your 

future. It’s important to take a close look 

at your beliefs to see if they’re the real 

deal. Nobody 

wants to spend 

his or her life on 

something that 

isn’t real. Life is 

much more than 

sports cars—or 

cell phones, or 

fashion trends, or 

video games. 

Advertisements 

promise you a 

popular and fun 

life if only you buy 

their product. But 

deep down everyone wants something 

more out of life. We want our lives 

to have signifi cance and to count 

for something. 

It might have been fun buying the sports 

car, but it wasn’t worth it in the end. 

Beliefs don’t really “work” if they’re false 

and leading you down a wrong path. And 

the more important the issue, then the 

more danger there is in believing 

something that’s false.

What you believe about God will aff ect all of your choices and the 

resulting outcomes in your life. Th is can seem overwhelming at times, 

but remember that God doesn’t expect you to know everything about 

life, and he promises that if you ask him he will lead you into truth 

and understanding along the journey of life. Jesus said, “Ask and it 

will be given to you; seek and you will fi nd; knock and the door will 

be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). But this challenge comes with a 

question: How can you ask for God’s help unless you know the God 

you are asking? Getting to know the true and living God is one of the 

most reality-based things a person can do.
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“We have a right 
to believe whatever 
we want, but not 
everything we 
believe is right.” 

 RAVI ZACHARIAS

Aren’t all religions basically 
the same?

All religions, including Christianity, teach 

basically the same thing. Th ey are just 

diff erent paths to improving your life and 

spiritual side. 

Have you ever Googled driving 

directions, but when you tried following 

them you ended up totally lost because 

the map was wrong? Th e streets didn’t 

really intersect like the map showed, or 

the directions said to turn right when 

you should have turned left. A good map 

accurately represents the streets and 

makes true claims about the landscape.

Religions are like maps of life. Th ey make 

claims about the world. Th ey attempt 

to answer questions like, Where did we 

humans come from? Why is the world 

the way it is now—and how do we fi x 

it? Where are we going when this life is 

over? Diff erent belief systems (religious 

or nonreligious) answer these questions 

in diff erent ways. Atheism says God does 

not exist; Christianity says God created 

us. Hinduism says we are reincarnated 

after we die; Christianity says we live only 

once. Islam says Jesus was only another 

prophet; Christianity says Jesus was God 

in human form. Many beliefs must end 

up being false because logically they 

cannot all be true. 

On the surface, some religions may 

look alike because they ask similar 

questions; it’s the answers that are 

diff erent. For example, both Christianity 

and Buddhism teach about peace. But 

here’s the diff erence: In Buddhism, 

peace means losing your identity in the 

universe and no longer desiring anything. 

In Christianity, peace involves deep 

desire for a relationship with God. By 

looking deeper into what 

religions and belief systems 

really teach, you can see 

they have signifi cantly 

diff erent claims about 

the world and answers 

to the questions of life. If 

Christianity’s claims about 

the world are true, then 

other religions that teach 

diff erent answers are 

like maps with wrong 

directions—they won’t 

help you get to the 

right destination.

Jesus was unlike any other religious leader: He 

not only claimed to show the way to God, he 

claimed to be the way. He said, “I am the way 

and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me” (John 14:6). God has 

revealed himself in person—in Jesus Christ. He 

has invited the human race into a relationship 

with him in order to know the truth about 

religion—the accurate map to him.
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