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An illustrated letter added to a 
Gutenberg Bible page after it 

was printed (ca. 1454).

The cover image of the book you 
are reading is a close-up of the 
Gutenberg printing plates (that 
is, of the 40-foot replicas at the 
Museum of the Bible entrance).
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In the sixth chapter of the Gospel of John, Jesus’s 
teachings drive many of his followers away. They take 
offense to his words, but Jesus continues to teach the 
truth. When the crowd has left, he asks his apostles 
whether they will leave him as well. 

Peter responds with simplicity and candor. “To 
whom else would we go?” he asks. “You alone have the 
words of eternal life.” 

Countless men and women across the generations 
and all around the planet can testify to the exact same 
reality. In the Bible we find stories and songs, parables 
and poems, wisdom and insight that have illuminated, 
inspired, enriched, and transformed us. We find in this 
ancient book a piercing sword, a trustworthy guide, 
and the power of God for the salvation of all who 
believe. We find something we find nowhere else in all 
the world: the precious words of life. 

The Bible also is one thing all Christians have in 
common. Amid our differences, even in our strife and 
rancor, we can all gather around the Bible at the cen-
ter of our lives and communities. Of course the same 
is true of our Jewish friends and the Hebrew Bible, or 
what Christians call the Old Testament.

These are the reasons I’ve been captivated by the 
vision of the Museum of the Bible from the beginning. 
The museum is a remarkable place dedicated to the 
stories, history, and impact of this great Book of books, 
inviting all of us to engage the Bible more deeply. I 

had the privilege of watching that vision unfold from 
a mere idea to a construction site of steel and mud to 
a beautiful building in the heart of our nation’s capital 
with world-class collections, displays, and media. The 
generous givers and extraordinary creative teams behind 
the museum have developed something that invites and 
educates the whole church and the world it serves.

The museum also tells the story of God’s loving 
faithfulness with magnificent clarity. Like Jesus in 
John 6, it declares the truth and lets the audience make 
its own decisions. It bears eloquent witness to the words 
of life. 

What’s more, now the museum is becoming a place 
not only of learning and engaging but also of gathering 
and celebrating. It serves in an age of fragmentation as 
a place where we can come together and remember the 
deep and beautiful things we hold in common. 

The need for these things – for invitation to 
engage the words of life and for celebrating the life the 
Word gives us – is profound. The museum is so timely 
and so important because it bears witness to something 
so eternal. 

This book honors what the museum has become 
and all who made it so. We pray it succeeds in its mis-
sion and serves the world for many generations to come.

Timothy Dalrymple
President and CEO of Christianity Today

FOREWORD
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Academy of the Arts 
from Taylors, South 

Carolina, is practicing 
for The Horse and 
His Boy and other 

Narnia plays for the 
World Stage Theater 

(January — March, 
2023).
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F O U N D A T I O N S: An Introduction
Jerry Pattengale
a founding scholar of the Museum of the Bible

Five Years and Counting
Since 2017, an amazing phenomenon has occurred 
in Washington, DC—the Museum of the Bible has 
become a destination point for a wide swath of visitors. 
During its first five years, more than two million people 
trekked from across North America, and from Israel, 
Norway, Papua New Guinea, Rwanda, and beyond. 
Millions more are coming, both in person and through 
its expanded digital offerings, to engage with the trans-
formative power of the Bible.

For some, it is a bucket list trip and, for many, 
a sacred space. At the least, it is aesthetically and cre-
atively educational. At the most, it is also exhilarating 
and inspirational.

The museum’s origins, development, and  
celebrations have played out on stages, large and  
small, through social media posts, countless articles, 

blogposts, and books. From foreign dignitaries to 
church leaders, diplomats, and celebrities, its guests 
emphasize the magnificence of the museum’s structure 
and the message and influence of its central item— 
the Bible. 

From its Washington, DC, location today and key 
museums and spaces in Israel, Cuba, Germany, Vatican 
City, and across America, some of its precious objects 
have helped tell the history, story, and impact of the 
Bible in various settings. Dozens of colleges have also 
hosted exhibits or items, and within its first two years 
(2010—2012), dozens of universities were involved with 
the Scholars Initiative studying some of these objects. 

From its earliest days, the museum collaborated 
with more than 100 scholars worldwide and produced 
two versions of a Bible “curriculum” (sets of books on 
the Bible’s history, story, and impact). Hundreds of 
thousands of students have used this resource in various 
forms and languages, and Tyndale House Publishers 
will be re-releasing it in new forms. 

Bottom Left: During 
the museum's second 
anniversary, Peb 
Jackson (center) 
pauses with some of 
his special friends in 
one of the immersive 
elevators designed 
by some of those with 
him (November 2019).

Bottom Right: 
Teachers in Kayonza, 
Rwanda, praising 
the Museum of the 
Bible curriculum, 
September 2018. 
(Picture courtesy 
of Africa New Life 
Ministries.)
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The Convening Place
We’d be remiss not to say up front that it’s difficult to 
think of the Museum of the Bible without its partnering 
programs such as Women of Legacy and Inspire, with 
their consistent use of the museum for a wide range of 

events. They have come alongside 
the museum to offer faith-based 
approaches to subjects represented 
in the museum—often utilizing 
key objects. The extended list of 
major organizations, Christian 
and Jewish, private and secular, 
who have partnered with the 
museum or used its facilities is 
beyond our space here. 

A glimpse of those unique 
groups linked to the museum 
will need to suffice. For King and 
Country, Matthew West, Danny 
Gokey, and The Gettys are but 
a few of the musicians involved. 

Roma Downey, Kirk Cameron, Denzel Washington, 
The Chosen’s staff and cast, and a litany of others are 
among the TV personalities who have connected in 
meaningful ways. The same with Nick Hall, CREATR, 
Shane and Shane, and a host of others in the wider 
Christian worship space. (We end this book with a 
more representative list.) 

The museum’s World Stage Theater has become, 
in a sense, like the Carnegie Hall, Radio City, and 
Comedy Club for different guilds. We seem only to 
have just begun. In the summer of 2022 Blessing of 
the Elders brought many African American religious 

leaders to the stage, from Tony Evans and James E. 
Ward to Claude Alexander and John Perkins. Earlier, 
Jack Graham, Anne Graham Lotz, Skip Heitzig, and 
other major expository preachers graced the stage. 

It’s difficult to imagine the Museum of the Bible 
without such amazing developments. But let us try to 
frame the key steps in the journey. 

The Beginnings—A Museum without Walls
In 2010, Steve Green stood at his conference room 
table in Oklahoma City and shook hands with me; 
twelve years later, we are both still committed to a  
project worthy of life’s best energies and resources.  
Neither of us knew what God had planned in the 
decades ahead. From that handshake until the massive 
doors opened on Washington, DC’s 4th Street SW, 
seven busy years would ensue. 

The earliest acquisitions of key manuscripts 
involved a Middle English-Latin commentary on the 
Psalms and a fragment of the Gospel of John (P39, 
P. Oxy. 1780). Other early key acquisitions included 
the Codex Climaci Rescriptus, one of the most 
important Greek Bible manuscripts, and Rahlfs 2110, 
the earliest complete manuscript of the Greek Psalms. 
All of these manuscripts are featured in the artifacts 
section of this book, but the reader should anticipate 
the complexity of the Codex Climaci Rescriptus, 
which at first glance contains a Syriac (Aramaic) text, 
but with the help of digital imagery contains early  
biblical texts in Greek and Christian Palestinian  
Aramaic.

The Greens collected approximately 5,000 Torah 
scrolls, easily the largest private collection, as well as 

Among the numerous 
marquee athletes 

who have visited the 
museum are those 
from SOUL Mission 

from Oklahoma 
University’s football 

program (in the 
middle around Steve 

Green, left to right) 
Caleb Kelly, Curtis 

Lofton, & Josh Norman 
(August 2022).
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various objects relevant to Jewish history. Continued 
acquisitions such the Washington Pentateuch and a 
codex from the Valmadonna Trust Library mean that 
the museum’s history floor exhibition is among the top 
venues for Judaica outside Israel, including pieces from 
the Samaritan tradition, the Cairo Genizah, and a piece 
from the early medieval Silk Roads.

The majority of the collection interacts with the 
advent of the printing press, the translation of the Bible 
into numerous world languages and the worldwide 
spread of the biblical message. Visitors can interact 
with a Bible owned by Elvis in the same context as the 
earliest Bible printed by order of Congress, the Aitken 
Bible. Because the work of translation and proclama-
tion is yet to be finished, the illumiNations exhibition 
visually challenges the patron to celebrate progress and 
to consider the urgency of what remains. 

The collection includes artwork, which is curated 
by book author Amy Van Dyke, who has organized and 
executed many of the museum’s key exhibitions. The 
reader will encounter images of Jesus portrayed in Tif-
fany glass on later pages. The collection includes a work 
of Salvador Dali, and visitors will encounter a replica 
of the Pietà. Van Dyke recently oversaw engagements 
related to Watchman Nee, the John Newton “Amazing 
Grace” anniversary and the Wiedmann Bible.

The miles trod while assembling a growing team 
during those years is dizzying, in the hundreds of thou-
sands annually. The mileage was accented by the stag-
gering numbers of objects collected. However, many 
were collected before the handshake and a commitment 
to the Museum of the Bible. In the early 2000s, an 
energetic group approached the Green family about 

assisting with a Bible museum in Dallas. The Greens 
loved the idea and began purchasing objects that might 
assist that eventual project. But the thought of a global 
museum of the Bible seemed to overshadow a regional 
one. While still acquiring special items, the family 
seized the opportunity to purchase around 10,000 
objects at one time—especially strong in Americana. 
The Bible’s role in the founding of America remains a 
strong area of interest for Steve and his wife, Jackie. 

While its first seven years represented a museum 
without walls, it was also an exhilarating and exhaust-
ing era. Some of its great programs, objects, people, 
and places come from this season of growth—a time of 
many highs, some lows, but always forging ahead. And 
ultimately a time of significant accomplishments.

Tamara Schneider 
and Cindy Pattengale 
at the museum's 
opening with TV 
personality, David 
Stotts (Drive thru 
History).
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During that conference room meeting in early 
2010 with Steve Green and the other scholar, the 
concept of the Museum of the Bible was formed. A 
few assistants worked in the collection’s storage room, 
including Steve and Jackie’s daughter, Lauren McAfee. 
Assisting with church relations was her husband, 
Michael—now the founding president of Inspire 
mentioned above. Christian Askeland was the first full-
time researcher hired to assist me with Green Scholars 
Initiative (later renamed Scholars Initiative). Today, 
Christian serves as the museum’s Senior Researcher and 
has become one of the world’s leading Coptic scholars 
in textual criticism.

From the first traveling exhibit in 2011, Passages 
(staffed by book author Ashley Carter) included special 
(and usually full) lecture series. Until the museum’s 
opening in 2017, it held some 150 special lectures with 
top authorities on biblical topics in various cities and 
countries.

The board of the Museum of the Bible may per-
sonally point readers to the Bible’s value in living a fuller 
life and in understanding the possibility of eternal life. 
However, the board committed to allowing the museum 
and its staff to let visitors determine for themselves the 
Bible’s importance in their own lives—while learning of 
its central stories and its key role and impact in history.

So, we first pause to cast the larger story. The 
release of this book coincides with the museum’s fifth 
anniversary of being open—but the twelfth of its exis-
tence. The real heroes of this journey are the objects. 
Surrounded by creative programming, exhibits, and 
experiences, they collectively help all people to engage 
with the transforming power of the Bible. 

The Religious Moorings Beneath the 
Museum’s Foundations
While the patriarchs of the Green family are often 
listed as David and Barbara Green, the founders of 
Hobby Lobby, they would be quick to point to the real 
spiritual matriarch, David’s mother, Marie Green. Her 
story, and much of what follows in this introduction, 
was drafted by Mac Pier and me for Pier’s Movement 
Day organization in the fall of 2022 and adapted here 
with permission.

Marie Green didn’t enjoy things many of us take 
for granted, like a car. Yet she was a passionate tither. 
She not only tithed her income, but she also tithed gifts 
of every sort. Sometimes it was a tithe of her garden 
produce or from the sale of knitted doilies (that she 
was making for ministry!). That ethic of generosity was 
sown deeply into her descendants.

David saw this firsthand and was reminded of 
their meager (but rich) journey from the hard kitchen 
floor that doubled as his bedroom (with a couple of 
assigned kitchen drawers as a dresser). His mother’s 
piety was real, and he could touch it and it him. God 
assured David Green of a twin call to the marketplace 
and to generosity. 

Above: Christian 
Askeland sharing the 

latest information 
from his research 

on a New Testament 
manuscript (The 

Scholars Initiative—
Logos, Oxford, 

UK, ca. 2015). In 
the background 
is Jeff Kloha who 

would become the 
museum’s Chief 

Curatorial Officer  
in 2018.

Right: Mart Green 
sharing with the 

leaders of By the 
Hand Club for Kids 

about illumiNations 
at the 2017 opening. 

This Chicago area 
program was one of 
the first adopters of 
the museum’s Bible 

curriculum.
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Two years after their family began manufactur-
ing picture frames in their home, David and Barbara 
Green began Hobby Lobby in 1972. Fast forward to 
2021. Hobby Lobby generated $7 billion in revenue, 
and this in the COVID aftermath. The threads of a 
Bible-centered life, generosity, and a call to the market-
place had set the foundation for the entire Green family. 
This spirit remains manifest in son Mart Green’s various 
global ministry projects and son Steve Green’s journey 
with Museum of the Bible. One of the hallmarks of 
Mart’s role on numerous international projects is gath-
ering like-minded ministries and projects to find sen-
sible synergy—to save personal and financial resources 
by removing duplication of efforts. The fingerprints of 
this approach are manifest in projects like Every Tribe 
Every Nation/illumiNations collaboration and YouVer-
sion. He summarized this in an interview for this book: 
“These initiatives are platforms that make their ministry 
partners more efficient and effective. And as for YouVer-
sion, it’s perhaps one of the most powerful tools of our 
lifetime—a Gutenberg moment that we got to see up 
close!” He also added the following about The illumi-
Nations exhibit. “It has provided strong advocacy for 
the vision to ‘Eradicate Bible Poverty.’ It is memorable 
to see all 6,000+ languages on display and then to realize 
that 3,600 of them still don’t have adequate Scripture. 
The visual presentation of the museum’s exhibit brings 
that reality home for visitors in a powerful way.”

The Spiritual Journey of the Chairman  
of the Board
It’s not much of a stretch to find a strong connection 
between the Green family’s personal religious beliefs 

and funding commitments. While it’s possible to tell 
the museum’s story without mentioning this, it would 
be an incomplete narrative. In fact, they are rather 
straightforward with the types of projects they con-
sider and, in this case, their desire to have others join 
them in the museum’s support. This love for God and 
the Bible (which they clearly claim as “His Word”) is 
also reflected in their time commitments. We find this 
in the demanding role as Chairman of the Board of 
Museum of the Bible, which Steve Green has held since 
its founding.

He reminisced about his spiritual journey, “We 
attended church service weekly, and my faith became 
my own at age 7 or 8. As a kid I prayed, ‘I want to 
know God better and study the Bible in more depth.’ 
Later, I was deeply influenced at church camps. I not 
only enrolled in them but worked for three weeks in 
three other church camps.” 

Following high school, Steve worked for Hobby 
Lobby, after having joined his siblings Mart and Darsee 
in helping with tasks in its infancy (like assembling 
picture frames at home). Throughout this time, he 
sought formal and informal venues to study the Bible. 
However, he passed on college given his commitment 
to his family’s business (and the lengthy reading lists). 
Ironically, years later he became a voracious reader 
and has even authored a few books since the museum’s 
founding.

Capping this authoring and resource trajectory, 
in 2022 the Museum of the Bible signed a remarkable 
180-book, ten-year deal with Tyndale House Publishers 
(the world’s largest independent Christian publisher). 
It’s fitting that the first release is The World’s Greatest 
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Book, a second edition co-authored by both a Christian 
and a Jewish scholar. 

Steve said, “My wife, Jackie, and I felt that God 
had brought us to a place in our spiritual journey to 
shepherd the creation of the museum. The first steps 
were in 2010 and formally in 2012. This was an awe-
some assignment from God.” They shifted their prior-
ities and began giving tremendous time commitments 
to the museum’s future.

Determining the City for the Museum and 
finding a building in Washington, DC
The first major decision was the museum’s location. The 
family was offered several properties and courted by 
other business owners or city representatives. However, 

a survey of 1,000 people nationally pointed to three top 
options: Dallas, New York City, and Washington, DC. 

While Dallas remained on the list, Washington, 
DC, surfaced for two main reasons—its platform for 
events and proximity to many of the nation’s leading 
museums.

Steve once commented, “We were pleasantly 
surprised with DC’s accommodating leadership, includ-
ing providing permits for us to build. The biggest 
challenge, however, was finding the right building and 
location.” 

Our current CEO, Harry Hargrave, remembers 
standing on the Capitol steps in 2012, struggling with 
how to find the right property. At the time, he was 
advising the funders and overseeing the selection and 
acquisition process (after a solid history of organiza-
tional and business development). It had been a year, 
and large properties in DC simply were rare. He asked 
God to provide the right place, and offered a simple 
two-word prayer, “Help me.” 

In a sense, he was nearing the end of his efforts—
not wanting to continue past the year without success-
fully locating a building. But then it happened. Not 
weeks or months later—but literally minutes. After 
praying, he walked down from Capitol Hill to the next 
building in his research and “serendipitously” noticed 
an older, repurposed building serving as the Washing-
ton Design Center. As he was walking into his office 
across the National Mall after viewing that building, a 
call arrived from his attorney about that very place (not 
realizing he had just toured it)! The owners needed to 
show a profit for the quarter and wanted to liquidate it 
before the fiscal quarter ended. Though the bid wasn’t 

Cary Summers (then 
CEO, third from right) 
hosting the museum’s 
various design teams 
for a research trip in 

Israel (October 2013).

MotB Commemorative Book_3.indb   6MotB Commemorative Book_3.indb   6 9/8/22   2:00 PM9/8/22   2:00 PM



7

the lowest, it was cash, and 
thus the DC museum began. 
The entire triangular block 
(around a million square feet) 
was purchased—and is stra-
tegically located above the 
metro. 

Built in 1922, it was 
originally The Terminal 
Refrigerator and Warehousing 
Company, located at 400 4th 
Street SW. If you can picture 
DC’s National Mall, it’s just 
a couple of blocks south of 
The National Museum of 
the American Indian. It was 
purchased on behalf of the 

museum in 2012, renovated over the following five 
years, and then in 2017, Museum of the Bible opened. 

The planning team began by carefully selecting a 
larger group to conceive the mission and the metrics 
of the museum’s intangible and tangible aspects. First, 
they organized a board of directors, which initially 
included the late Robert E. Cooley—the former presi-
dent of Gordon Conwell Seminary. He played a critical 
role in amassing a mélange of influencers such as Rick 
Warren (of Saddleback), Anne Beiler (Auntie Anne’s 
Pretzels), James Moore (C-Suite for Coca-Cola), Bob 
Hoskins (founder of One Hope), and so forth. Under-
pinning the tangible efforts were many of the programs 
already in place. 

The Scholars Initiative had launched a wide- 
ranging research and mentoring program in 2010. 

The first key collaborators were at Tyndale House in 
Cambridge, UK, led by Peter J. Williams, and Stan 
Rosenberg at Oxford (the SCIO program associated 
with Wycliffe Hall). More than 300 key biblical lan-
guage students have already gone through the Scholars 
Initiative’s Logos Program, which includes two weeks in 
either Oxford or at Museum of the Bible in DC. 

What is often missed when standing before the 
majestic Museum of the Bible is that God had already 
helped to orchestrate programs involving faculty and 
students at some 100 
universities worldwide 
before it opened.

The design team 
for that imposing DC 
building had experience 
in building presidential 
libraries and Disney 
experiences. Cary Sum-
mers, whom the board 
first hired to organize 
a traveling exhibition, 
Passages, eventually 
assumed the president’s 
role and brought his entertainment background into 
the creative strategy of building the museum. Harry 
Hargrave oversaw the construction, keeping it on time 
and within budget.

Throughout this remarkable phase, thousands 
more objects were purchased, though not without a 
wave of media attention. Inadvertent mistakes with 
some of these early transactions proved invaluable for 
learning protocol for longtime operations. Antiquities 

Harry Hargrave, CEO 
of Museum of the Bible, 
was a key advisor to the 

funders and board during 
the building's acquisition 

and construction.

The first Logos meeting 
(the signature program 
of the Scholars 
Initiative). The original 
meeting was held at 
Baylor University in 
Waco, Texas, before 
alternating between 
Oxford University and 
the Museum of the 
Bible, DC.
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were certainly new territory for the Greens. Some pur-
chases made international news, both for their incred-
ible merit and, at times, because of missteps prompted 
by dealers or third parties. In the end, the museum 
leadership navigated these unexpected ethical chal-
lenges with honor. And for perspective, dozens of other 
key museums and collectors made similar mistakes 
with the same third parties.

The Museum Opens
Prior to the museum’s official opening in November 
2017 were numerous hard-hat tours of the construction 
site. A major pre-opening event highlighted the won-
derful life of Michael Cromartie, with Os Guinness and 
Michael Gerson as contributors.

Let us look a bit closer at the museum. It contains 
more than 1,000 permanent objects from the collection 
on display and hundreds of items on loan across seven 
floors. Later in this book, we include some of the key 
artifacts in the museum. To help put these in context, 
here is an overview of the floors before we turn the 
pages to the high-image walkthrough of its timeline 
and then its treasures. 
• Floor 1: Flanking the museum’s main entrance are the 

Gutenberg Gates. These massive 40-foot-high brass 
gates contain the first lines from Genesis in Latin as 
set in the printing bed of the Gutenberg press. The 
Grand Hall features a breathtaking, 140-foot-long 
digital ceiling that displays a series of images, such as 
illuminated manuscripts, nature, art, and spectacular 
architecture. The first floor also contains an exhibit 
from the Vatican, a children’s gallery, a virtual reality 
experience, and a packed Museum Shop.

• Floor 2: This interactive floor communicates the 
impact of the Bible in world history (across many 
civilizations and cultures). This includes an area 
called Bible Now, which provides a spectacular live 
feed of global data. Also featured on this floor is the 
Bible in America exhibit, which traces its history 
from the first settlers to the 21st century. It also 
contains the Bible in the World exhibit, where guests 
discover the Bible’s global influence in areas like 
film, music, literature, fashion, and government. The 
museum’s ride, Washington Revelations, can also be 
found on the second floor—providing visitors with 
a multi-sensory tour of Washington, DC, “flying” 
them past biblical references in and around the 
nation’s capital. It was designed from a prototype in 
Vienna, Austria.

• Floor 3: Here visitors are able to walk through the 
stories of the Hebrew Bible, immerse themselves in 
first-century Nazareth, and listen to the story of how 
the followers of Jesus became a thriving commu-
nity. The award-winning Hebrew Bible experience 
has indeed been a favorite of more than two million 
visitors.

Makoto Fujimura 
is one of the noted 
artists and authors 
whose works have 

been highlighted at 
the museum. He is with 

author Tom Holladay 
at the museum. Tom 

retired from Saddleback 
Church in July 2022  

after thirty-one years  
of service.
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• Floor 4: The History of the Bible includes back-
ground on the Dead Sea Scrolls, early Greek, Latin, 
and Syriac texts, stunning illuminated manuscripts, 
early English Bible translations, and various other 
manifestations of the Bible in other languages. Also, 
the illumiNations gallery identifies known Bible 
translations—whether in part or whole—and lan-
guages yet to have translations of the Bible. This  
area is all color coded for a stunning visual of transla-
tion work.

• Floor 5: The World Stage Theater, rotating (tempo-
rary) exhibition space, that features a spectacular view 
of the city and the Capitol’s rotunda. You also find 
here the Israel Antiquities Authority exhibit, a rare 
opportunity to see artifacts outside of Israel.

• Floor 6: The Gathering Room for meetings and 
events, Manna restaurant, and an outside Biblical 
Garden. Tucked away for speakers and invited guests 
are gathering spaces, lecture and green rooms, and a 
media production area. 

The Museum’s Message
As the museum was being planned, its Bible “curric-
ulum” was already well underway. Eventually its four 
volumes and 108 chapters developed around three 
main themes for use by homeschool, private school, 
and trade audiences. These themes are the history, 
story, and impact of the Bible—the board Chair’s 
vision for the museum as well. 

The History of the Bible. On the History Floor, 
more than 600 scrolls, manuscripts, illuminated books, 
and printed Bibles, including a replica of the Great 
Isaiah Scroll, show how the Bible has spread across the 

globe and was embraced by different communities. 
Its powerful conclusion is the illumiNations gallery, 
which shows the state of Bible translation in every 
language in the world and anticipates a Bible in all of 
them by 2033.

The Impact of the Bible. Various signposts 
attest to the Bible’s impact on world civilizations. Life 
magazine stated in 2000, the most important event of 
the past thousand years was the printing of the Guten-
berg Bible (and thus the influx of printed books). 
Throughout history, we can show the impact of the 
Bible in most facets of culture and daily life—educa-
tion, medicine, ethics, law, and spiritual life, to name 
a few. The second floor contains two major exhibits, 
the Bible in America, tracing the Bible’s profound and 
sometimes complicated impact on American history, 
and the Bible in the World, which highlights the 
Bible’s influence all around us. The Bible NOW lets 
guests engage with a live feed of global data related to 
the Bible and lets them add their own thoughts about 
it, too. 

The Stories of the Bible: The narrative or text 
of the Bible comes to life in the exhibits on the third 
floor through living history interpreters, a dramatic 
walk-through experience, and a panoramic theater. 
Where else (besides Nazareth) can guests visit a replica 
Galilean village where the villagers are abuzz with the 
news of a new rabbi named Jesus? Or hear the story of 
the early followers of Jesus from the apostle John? Or 
walk through some of the greatest stories ever told in 
the Hebrew Bible, from creation to the return from 
exile? The Stories of the Bible floor offers guests a way 
to immerse themselves in the Bible itself.
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The Vision for the Museum
Steve Green relayed three aspirations for the Museum of 
the Bible by 2033. First, that it would realize millions 
more visitors. Second, that media venues would allow 
the message of the museum to be sent to millions of 
people unable to attend in person. This was a goal from 
the beginning and considerable efforts have taken place 
involving digital and interactive content and resources. 
Third, that a considerable number of world influencers 
and leaders would come to a more informed under-
standing of how the Bible has changed our world. 

A key manifestation of a confluence of his goals is 
Inspire—an intense day at the museum. It is designed 
to provide three different sessions. (1) The history of 
Hobby Lobby and its tie to ministries, specifically the 
museum. (2) The Bible’s narrative. And (3) The his-
tory of the museum’s creation along with a tour of the 
museum. Steve’s goal, and those of the planning team, 
is that the museum would have an impact on leaders 
around the world.

All of this was to be done in partnership with 
others, and more than 100,000 have joined in helping 
the museum to move forward. 

The Journey Continues
In recent months, museum visitors have enjoyed 
engaging exhibits on the Magna Carta, the Chinese 
martyr Watchman Nee, and the Samaritans. Likewise, 
some wonderful venues are upcoming. Key among 
them are the Narnia plays with the stunning two- and 
three-person walking puppets. The Academy of the 
Arts (and Logos Theatre) from Taylors, South Carolina, 
are putting on forty showings of plays it wrote around 
C. S. Lewis’s works, such as The Horse and His Boy. 
These come with the approval and blessing of Douglas 
Gresham, Lewis’s stepson. 

As this goes to press, we are excited to announce a 
critical new partner, CREATR Immerse. This talented 
group of musical and digital storytellers brings a one-
of-a-kind digital experience to the World State Theater. 
This 360-degree immersive story will feature the creativ-
ity of the world’s leading worship leaders, celebrating 
the role of creativity and worship throughout the Bible. 

We have great faith that these new partnerships 
will draw a significant new audience from around the 
world to experience the museum. The same is true of 
various exhibits, partnerships, and new objects under 
discussion. 

The following two sections will first survey the 
Museum of the Bible’s history and next highlight 
approximately forty of the more than 60,000 objects in 
our collections.

Visitors spot their 
friends’ names on the 

walls of donors.
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Top Left: Jackie Green (front, 
second from left) hosting  
one of her first of many groups 
of women at the museum  
(October 18, 2017).

Top Right: Pastors James and 
Sharon Ward hosting a National 
Prayer Altar in the World Stage 
Theater (September 29, 2021).

Bottom Left: Alister McGrath 
(Oxford) and the late Tom Oden 
at Tom's house in Oklahoma 
City. Both scholars were 
involved in the early years 
of the museum, and Alister 
continues to lecture annually 
for Logos—the centerpiece of 
the Scholars Program. Alister 
was in Oklahoma to speak 
in the inaugural Passages 
lecture series. You can find a 
hologram-like image of Alister 
giving a lecture on the Museum 
of the Bible’s Impact floor.

Bottom Right: A crowd from 
Indiana awaits to enter on  
the one-year anniversary  
(November 17, 2018).
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Top: Actor Eduardo 
Verastegui stops 

during the museum's 
opening to talk with 

visitors.

Center Left: One 
of the more than 

63,000 visitors at the 
opening (traveling) 
Passages exhibit in 
the Oklahoma City 

Museum of Art.

Bottom Left: Ruth 
Graham and Candy 

Carson in front of the 
museum’s “Easter 

Morning” window by 
Louis C. Tiffany.

Bottom Right: Steve 
Green speaking at the 

World Stage Theater 
during the museum's 

opening in 2017.
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September 2010 
Museum of the Bible established as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

Steve and Jackie Green both 
grew up in households that had 
been radically shaped by the Bible. 
Neither grew up in wealth or ever 
dreamed of one day overseeing the 
world's largest private collection 
related to the transmission and 
impact of the Bible.

“The Bible is a book that guides our lives, influences our family, 
informs our business, is instilled in the foundation of our country, 
and continues to impact the world. We believe that every person 

should be knowledgeable of its history, impact, and story. That is why 
Museum of the Bible was created, and why we invite all people to 

engage with this beautiful book.” 

Steve & Jackie Green
Co-Founders, Museum of the Bible
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Passages was a traveling exhibition featuring approxi-
mately 400 artifacts. It first debuted in Oklahoma City 
to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the King James 
Bible. Traveling to six states in five years, more than 

500,000 people visited this exhibit. Passages was an 
interactive experience that presented the history of the 
Bible and allowed children the opportunity to explore 
the objects through an educational series narrated by 
Leo the Lion. This 30,000-square-foot exhibit invited 
guests to engage with the Bible through contextual 
settings such as an ancient Jewish synagogue, the Jeru-
salem chamber at Westminster Abbey, Israel’s Qumran 
caves, and the Moon.   

Passages visited:
• Oklahoma City, OK
• Atlanta, GA
• Charlotte, NC
• Colorado Springs, CO
• Springfield, MO
• Santa Clarita, CA

May 2011
Passages: The 400th Anniversary of the King James Bible opened 
at Oklahoma City Museum of Art. 
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Top: The Jerusalem Chamber exhibit 
gallery at Passages.

Bottom Left: Leo the Lion in  
Jerome's Cave.

Bottom Right: The Lunar Bible exhibit 
gallery at Passages. 
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Top: The Christian Liturgy exhibit gallery 
at Passages.

Bottom Left: The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic exhibit gallery at Passages.

Bottom Right: The Passages sign install 
in Colorado Springs. 
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