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ABAnDonMent

Does God abandon me during my difficult times?

Psalm 9:10 |  Those who know your name trust in you, for you, 
O Lord, do not abandon those who search for you.
Psalm 27:10 |  Even if my father and mother abandon me, the 
Lord will hold me close.
John 14:16 |  [Jesus said,] “I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, who will never leave you.”
2 Corinthians 4:9 |  We are hunted down, but never abandoned 
by God. We get knocked down, but we are not destroyed.
God is always pursuing you, trying to get your attention. 
Are you aware of him? If you are sincerely looking for him, 
you are sure to find him because God will never abandon 
anyone who wants a relationship with him. In your difficult 
times some of your closest friends might neglect or even 
desert you, but God never will. In fact, your difficulties 
can become the means to help you look more intently for 
God—and you will see him right by your side.

Are there some things I must abandon in order to 
have a closer relationship with God?

PhiliPPians 3:8, 10 |  [Paul said,] “I have discarded everything 
else. . . . I want to know Christ and experience the mighty 
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power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with 
him, sharing in his death.”
Abandoning those things that keep you from God is the 
best way to assure that you will not abandon him. If there 
is something in your life that is coming between you and 
God, work hard to get rid of it so you can have a closer 
 relationship with him. Clinging to a sinful habit causes 
you to fall further and further away from God.
Promise from God hebrews 13:5 |  God has said, “I will 
never fail you. I will never abandon you.”

ABILItIes

Does God give me talents and abilities for a reason?

exodus 31:1-5 |  The Lord said to Moses, “Look, I have specifi-
cally chosen Bezalel. . . . I have filled him with the Spirit of 
God, giving him great wisdom, ability, and expertise in all 
kinds of crafts. He is a master craftsman, expert in working 
with gold, silver, and bronze. He is skilled in engraving and 
mounting gemstones and in carving wood.”
1 Corinthians 12:6 |  God works in different ways, but it is the 
same God who does the work in all of us.
Your talents and abilities are not random or accidental; they 
are part of the way God has uniquely designed you. God 
gave Bezalel talent as a craftsman and commissioned him 
to create beautiful objects for the Tabernacle. God does 
his work on earth through people, so he gives each person 
special gifts and talents.

Every ability you have is useful to God, so use each one 
for him. These abilities may become your full-time job, or 
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they may simply be hobbies. Either way, God can use them 
to accomplish his purposes. It is exciting and deeply satisfy-
ing to do the things you enjoy for God’s service.

I’m really good at certain things. Can God use those 
abilities to serve him?

matthew 25:21 |  Well done, my good and faithful servant. You 
have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will 
give you many more responsibilities.
luke 12:48 |  When someone has been given much, much will be 
required in return; and when someone has been entrusted with 
much, even more will be required.
1 Corinthians 10:31 |  Whatever you do, do it all for the glory 
of God.
The abilities you have are gifts from God, and with them 
comes the responsibility of using them well. You may be 
gifted in the area of cooking, entertaining, managing a 
business, sewing, handling money, playing an instrument, 
or some other gift. Use whatever gifts you have been given 
to bring honor and glory to God.

How can my God-given abilities have the most impact?

PhiliPPians 2:5-7 |  You must have the same attitude that Christ 
Jesus had. Though he was God, he did not think of equal-
ity with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his 
divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave.
1 Peter 4:10 |  God has given each of you a gift from his great 
variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.
God has given you specific abilities and strengths. Sometimes 
you might neglect to use those abilities or get in the rut of 
using them only for yourself. When you see your abilities as 
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gifts from almighty God, you will be humbled to think that 
he would value you enough to put these gifts in your care. 
Use them for your personal enjoyment, but use them also to 
serve others, for that is where they have the greatest impact.
Promise from God matthew 25:29 |  To those who use well 
what they are given, even more will be given, and they will 
have an abundance.

ABoRtIon

When does life begin?

Psalm 51:5 |  I was born a sinner—yes, from the moment my 
mother conceived me.
The Bible points to the moment of conception as the begin-
ning of human life.

What is the value of an unborn child?

Psalm 139:13-16 |  You made all the delicate, inner parts of my 
body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. Thank you 
for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship 
is marvelous—how well I know it. You watched me as I was 
being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the 
dark of the womb. You saw me before I was born. Every day of 
my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out 
before a single day had passed.
Jeremiah 1:5 |  [The Lord said,] “I knew you before I formed you 
in your mother’s womb. Before you were born I set you apart 
and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.”
God is present continuously during the nine months 
of pregnancy—forming, watching, creating, and even 
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scheduling each day of the unborn baby’s life. Before a baby 
is born, God knows him or her personally and intimately 
and he has already established a purpose for the baby. The 
value of an unborn child is priceless because he or she is 
already a friend of God.

Is abortion absolutely wrong?

exodus 20:13 |  You must not murder.
One of God’s Ten Commandments is a prohibition against 
murder. In the abortion debate, the issue becomes this: Is 
an unborn child really a person yet? If the unborn child is a 
person, then aborting that child becomes murder. Murder 
carries grave consequences because it ends a human life that 
held so much potential, and it puts authority over human 
life into the hands of human beings rather than leaving it in 
God’s hands. The Bible is clear that life begins at concep-
tion, not birth. Therefore, aborting an unborn child is 
terminating the life of that child and is absolutely wrong.

The abortion issue has nothing to do with me. 
Why worry about it?

Proverbs 24:11-12 |  Rescue those who are unjustly sentenced to 
die; save them as they stagger to their death. Don’t excuse your-
self by saying, “Look, we didn’t know.” For God understands 
all hearts, and he sees you. He who guards your soul knows you 
knew. He will repay all people as their actions deserve.
Every child needs a champion, especially the unborn child. 
Perhaps God is calling you to be a voice for the unborn or to 
support a cause that helps the unborn. Maybe he wants you 
to adopt a baby or to help a new mother cope with her new 
child. Pray and ask God how he might want you to help 
the unborn.
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Can I be forgiven if I have had an abortion or 
encouraged someone else to have one?

Psalm 103:3 |  [The Lord] forgives all my sins and heals all 
my diseases.
isaiah 1:18 |  “Come now, let’s settle this,” says the Lord. 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, I will make them as white 
as snow. Though they are red like crimson, I will make them 
as white as wool.”
1 John 1:9 |  If we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.
If you have had an abortion or encouraged someone to have 
one, you must clearly understand that it was wrong. But you 
must also clearly understand the wonder of God’s grace and 
mercy to anyone who sincerely asks him for forgiveness. No 
matter how great your sin, God’s forgiveness is even greater.
Promise from God Jeremiah 1:5 |  [The Lord said,] “I knew 
you before I formed you in your mother’s womb.”

ACCeptAnCe

I feel so unworthy—does God really accept me?

Genesis 1:27 |  God created human beings in his own image. 
In the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them.
romans 5:8 |  God showed his great love for us by sending Christ 
to die for us while we were still sinners.
ePhesians 1:4-5 |  Even before he made the world, God loved 
us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his 
eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family 
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by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he 
wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.
You are accepted by God because he made you and created 
you in his image. Nothing you can do will cause God 
to love you more, because he loves you completely. And 
nothing you do can cause God to love you less. In fact, God 
accepts you and loves you so much that he sent his own Son 
to die for you, to take on himself the punishment for sin 
you deserve. He died in your place so you can be accepted 
into eternity with him.

What makes me acceptable to God?

romans 3:30 |  There is only one God, and he makes people right 
with himself only by faith, whether they are Jews or Gentiles.
Galatians 2:16 |  We know that a person is made right with 
God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. And we 
have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be made right 
with God because of our faith in Christ, not because we have 
obeyed the law. For no one will ever be made right with God 
by obeying the law.
Sin separates you from a holy and perfect God. But faith in 
Jesus removes your sin, making you holy and acceptable in 
God’s sight. When you ask for his forgiveness, he looks at 
you as though you had never sinned.

How do I accept others, especially people I dislike?

matthew 5:44 |  Love your enemies! Pray for those who 
persecute you!
romans 14:1, 3 |  Accept other believers who are weak in faith, 
and don’t argue with them about what they think is right or 
wrong. . . . Those who feel free to eat anything must not look 
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down on those who don’t. And those who don’t eat certain foods 
must not condemn those who do, for God has accepted them.
Pray for those you dislike. Through prayer, God can help 
you see people through his eyes. Then, don’t be so quick 
to make up your mind about who they really are and what 
they should or shouldn’t do. Judging others is better left to 
God because it is so easy for us to misjudge people. He sets 
the standard for accepting others.
Promise from God romans 15:7 |  Accept each other just as 
Christ has accepted you so that God will be given glory.

ADoptIon

Is adopting a child right for me and my family? 
How can I know for sure?

Psalm 138:8 |  The Lord will work out his plans for my life—
for your faithful love, O Lord, endures forever. Don’t abandon 
me, for you made me.
Jeremiah 1:5 |  [The Lord said,] “I knew you before I formed you 
in your mother’s womb. Before you were born I set you apart 
and appointed you.”
matthew 18:5 |  [Jesus said,] “Anyone who welcomes a little child 
like this on my behalf is welcoming me.”
There are some things in life you can’t know for sure, but 
the Bible is clear on this: God puts a high priority on loving 
children. If you adopt a child and welcome him or her into 
your heart and life, you are demonstrating the kind of love 
Christ showed for you.
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