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C h a p t e r  O n e

A ComIng ImplosIon?

im·plode—to collapse inward as if from external pressure; 
to break down or fall apart from within; to self-destruct

M e r r i a M - W e b s t e r ’s  D i C t i O n a ry

✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯ ✯

Is IT PossIble THAT THe AMerIcAn econoMy—�and, 
more broadly, American society in general—is not simply facing 
serious challenges or a season of decline? could America actually 
collapse in the not-too-distant future if serious, fundamental, and 
sweeping changes are not made soon? once, such a question would 
have struck most Americans as ludicrous—even offensive. but times 
have changed.

The first time I noticed any serious public discussion of the pos-
sibility of the American economy imploding was in september 2010. 
senator judd gregg, the new Hampshire republican and onetime 
chairman of the senate budget committee, was being interviewed 
live from the U.s. capitol by Fox news host greta Van susteren. 
They were discussing the massive increases in federal spending, astro-
nomically large U.s. deficits, and unprecedented and unsustainable 
levels of national debt being racked up by an out-of-control political 
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culture in Washington and the grave dangers these challenges posed 
to U.s. economic and national security.

“I don’t want to be an alarmist,” Van susteren said, “but based on 
what you say, if congress can’t do a very good job, and if spending is a 
very effective tool for politicians, and if they add every year, and if the 
national debt is creating national-security problems as the secretary 
of state has said, at some point, it seems, we’re going to implode.”

“That’s right,” senator gregg replied. “That’s exactly what’s going 
to happen.”

At that moment in the interview, Van susteren struck me as being 
taken aback by the fact that the senator had so quickly agreed with 
her. Perhaps she was expecting, as I was when I saw the interview, 
that the senator would dismiss the concept of an “implosion” as 
going a bit far. yet that was not the case.

“so do you have any idea when that’s going to happen and what 
that’s going to mean?” Van susteren asked.

“sooner rather than later,” gregg replied matter-of-factly.1

Implosion? It’s an awfully strong term. Van susteren knew it. 
That’s why she prefaced her comment by saying she didn’t want to 
be an “alarmist.” still, to her the evidence senator gregg was laying 
out suggested the United states might not simply be headed down 
an increasingly dangerous path but rather a cataclysmic one.

yet as startling as the question was, it was the answer, not the ques-
tion, that was news. A respected U.s. senator was suggesting on national 
television that he believed America was on the path toward “implosion” 
unless dramatic, historic steps were taken to change course. It was a 
sobering moment, made all the more troubling by the fact that gregg 
had never been known in Washington for fiery, wild-eyed, hyperbolic 
rhetoric. What’s more, few in Washington, or in the country, were at 
that time in a better position than he was to truly understand the mag-
nitude of the fiscal crisis we were—and still are—facing as a nation.

over time, however, awareness of those troubles began to spread.
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A few months later, a headline out of new york city—the financial 
epicenter of the American economy—caught my attention: “rubin 
Warns of bond Market ‘Implosion’: U.s. in ‘Terribly Dangerous 
Territory.’” The article began:

Warning of the risk of an “implosion” in the bond market, 
former Treasury secretary robert rubin says the soaring 
federal budget deficit and the Fed’s quantitative easing 
[the printing and pumping of more money into the 
American economy by the Federal reserve] are putting 
the U.s. in “terribly dangerous territory.”2

rubin, a loyal Democrat who served as the country’s chief finan-
cial officer in President clinton’s administration, had never been 
known for fiery, wild-eyed, hyperbolic rhetoric any more than 
senator gregg had been. He wasn’t running for political office. He 
wasn’t pontificating before a left-wing special-interest group. He was 
speaking at an event for business executives, financial professionals, 
and federal budget experts organized by the concord coalition, a 
“nonpartisan, grassroots organization dedicated to balanced federal 
budgets and generationally responsible fiscal policy.” Also speaking 
at the event was former U.s. comptroller general David Walker, who 
has long argued that America “suffer[s] from a fiscal cancer” that is 
“growing within us,” which if left untreated “could have catastrophic 
consequences” for our country.3

senator Kent conrad, the north Dakota Democrat and chairman 
of the senate budget committee at the time, also spoke at the event. 
He agreed with secretary rubin’s assessment, saying the U.s. was 
 facing a “defining moment” in terms of our fiscal crisis and noting, “If 
we fail [to act], our nation will be condemned to second-class status.”4

not long after this, congressman Paul ryan, the Wisconsin 
republican and chairman of the House budget committee, began 
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briefing fellow members of congress and speaking at forums in 
Washington and around the country on the grave danger facing the 
American economy in view of the skyrocketing federal debt. While 
ryan didn’t use the term implosion, he might as well have; his message 
was just as sobering.

“We’re on a path where our debt goes from about 68 percent of 
gDP [gross Domestic Product] to 800 percent of gDP over the 
three-generation window,” congressman ryan said. “I asked cbo 
[the congressional budget office] to run the model going out, and 
they told me that their computer simulation crashes in 2037 because 
cbo can’t conceive of any way in which the economy can continue 
past the year 2037 because of debt burdens.”5

ryan has noted that by the time his young children reach forty 
years of age, “just . . . three programs—social security, Medicaid, 
and Medicare—will consume all federal revenues. There will be no 
room for anything else in the federal budget.” He has also warned 
that “every year we delay fixing the debt problem, we go about 
$10  trillion deeper in the hole . . . adding to unfunded promises 
that we are making to Americans.”6

The st. petersburg Times ran an article on its website, PolitiFact.com, 
analyzing congressman ryan’s case. “Paul Van de Water, a senior fellow 
at the liberal center for budget and Policy Priorities, said it’s plausible 
that the [congressional budget office] model could implode as early 
as the 2030s, though he added that other models analyzed by the cbo 
do not predict an implosion that soon,” PolitiFact reported.7

slowly but surely, the concept of the “implosion” of the American 
economy was entering the national conversation.

an unexpected Question
It was during that period that I happened to be invited to the United 
states capitol for a private meeting with a group of congressmen. 
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The purpose was to discuss the future of Israel in light of the rising 
Iranian nuclear threat and the future of the U.s.–Israel relationship 
given recent partisan political tensions in Washington. because of the 
subject matter, I decided to accept and a few days later arrived at the 
meeting just off the floor of the House of representatives.

During a break, I began chatting with the congressman sitting 
next to me. soon the discussion shifted from the challenges facing 
Israel to the challenges facing the United states. We compared notes 
for a few minutes on the federal government’s runaway spending, the 
exploding national deficit, the out-of-control debt, and our stagnant 
economy. Then the congressman leaned over to me and whispered, 
“This city doesn’t get it, joel. If we don’t make major changes—and 
I mean sweeping reforms—really quickly, I’m not sure how much 
longer as a nation we can actually survive.”

I certainly agreed the situation was bad, but in two decades of 
living and working in Washington, I had rarely heard a lawmaker 
speak in such an apocalyptic tone. “you really believe it’s that seri-
ous?” I asked.

“I’ve never seen it worse than it is right now,” he replied. “And 
most of congress is absolutely asleep. They’re arguing over cosmetic 
changes, but few people around here seem to realize just how much 
trouble we’re really in.”

Then he asked me the question I wasn’t expecting.
“joel, what does the bible say happens to America in the last days?”
I have to admit, I was startled. It’s not that I’d never been asked the 

question before. I just had never been asked it by a sitting  member of 
congress, inside the U.s. capitol.

A few weeks later, I was on the phone with the governor of a large 
American state. We were discussing the revolutions under way in the 
Arab world, smoldering turmoil inside Iran, and the growing threats 
to the nation of Israel from radical Islam. before long, however, the 
conversation turned back to the United states. We began talking 



implosion

6

about the enormous economic and spiritual threats facing our own 
country and the daunting prospects of how to turn things around. 
We also wondered who—if any—of the emerging crop of presiden-
tial candidates might have the vision, strength, and wherewithal to 
get this country back on track.

Then the governor surprised me by asking me a question very 
similar to one the congressman had asked a few weeks before.

“joel, I’m curious; does the bible give us any indication as to what 
will happen to the United states in the future?”

soul searching
Though it doesn’t typically make news because it doesn’t happen 
in the public eye, many world leaders through the years have asked 
deeply personal and profoundly important questions of christian 
pastors, ministry leaders, and authors, as long as they have been con-
fident that while they were still alive, those sensitive conversations 
would be kept private and their names would be kept confidential 
in connection to those discussions. billy graham is an example of a 
prominent christian in whom many world leaders have confided.

In May 1954, for example, Winston churchill, the prime min-
ister of the United Kingdom, said to graham, “I am a man with-
out hope. Do you have any real hope?” In reply, graham asked, 
“Are you without hope for your own soul’s salvation?” churchill 
answered, “Frankly, I think about that a great deal.” The pastor 
gently opened the new Testament and took the great british war-
time hero through the gospel’s plan of salvation from the teachings 
of jesus christ.8

In the summer of 1955, Dwight eisenhower, the former supreme 
Allied commander of all Western military forces in the european 
theater, who had recently been elected president of the United states, 
asked billy graham, “could you explain to me how a person can be 
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sure when he dies he’s going to heaven?” grateful for eisenhower’s 
sincere question, graham shared with the president some key pas-
sages from the words of jesus christ explaining how a person can be 
absolutely certain that his sins are forgiven and that he will spend 
eternity in heaven with the lord.9

In january 1961, john F. Kennedy, the first catholic to be elected 
president of the United states, took the Protestant christian minister 
aside for a discreet conversation and asked, “Do you believe in the 
second coming of jesus christ?” graham was surprised by the ques-
tion but responded, “I sure do.” The president-elect asked, “Why 
doesn’t my church teach it?” graham told Kennedy that the second 
coming was written about in the creeds of the catholic church. 
“They don’t tell us much about it,” Kennedy replied. “I’d like to 
know what you think.” The minister then shared from the bible 
prophecies about the last days, including some of the teachings of 
jesus christ’s promise to return to earth in the end Times.10

We didn’t learn that these powerful men had asked these specific 
questions until after each of those leaders had passed away. yet these 
brief conversations give us a fascinating glimpse into their hearts 
and minds. churchill, having helped defeat Adolf Hitler and the 
evil Third reich, was serving in his second term as british prime 
minister. now he faced a new threat. As he stated ominously just 
after the war at a college in the American Midwest, “From stettin in 
the baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended 
across the continent” of europe, controlled by the soviet empire. 
churchill warned that if the Western democracies were not uni-
fied and steadfast in their resistance to communism, “then indeed 
catastrophe may overwhelm us all.”11 He saw a terrible new war was 
looming with the soviet bloc powers, a war he feared could prove 
far more horrific than the one the West had just survived and won. 
eisenhower and Kennedy, too, saw a nuclear-armed soviet empire 
rising, horrible wars engulfing the Korean peninsula and Vietnam, 
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and the risk of apocalyptic new wars erupting in europe and Asia. 
The future of their nations and the world looked very grim from 
their vantage points. no wonder they were looking to the bible to 
see if the scriptures held any answers, any hope at all.

It is one thing, however, for leaders to discreetly ask soul- searching 
questions about how to know jesus christ personally, how to walk 
with god more closely, how to better understand the relevance of 
the second coming of christ and other personal matters related to 
the bible. We would hope and expect that they would ask such ques-
tions, and it’s heartening to know—even years after the fact—that 
some do. but it is quite another thing for leaders to privately ask 
whether the bible offers clues to the possible decline or even implo-
sion of their own country.

There is nothing wrong with doing so. To the contrary, all  leaders 
should feel comfortable asking honest, genuine questions about what 
the bible says on any subject, including their nation’s future. Most 
of us, however, simply would not expect such questions from our 
national leaders. In many ways, this is new, uncharted territory. yet 
given the state of our economic and cultural troubles, these are the 
questions people are asking these days.

And it’s not just politicians. In my experience, people at all levels 
of business, media, the arts, sports, ministry, education, and else-
where are asking as well.

the most frequently asked Question
Until recently, the question I was asked most frequently when I spoke 
and did interviews in the U.s. and around the world was, “joel, how 
can you be jewish and believe that jesus is the Messiah?” Within the 
last few years, however, that important question has been signifi-
cantly eclipsed by another one. These days, the question I am most 
frequently asked is this: “What happens to America in the last days?”
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I also get plenty of variations on the theme:

•	 Is America simply in decline, or are we like the roman 
empire, stumbling toward collapse?

•	 Do you believe America’s days are numbered?
•	 Are we approaching the end of America as we have known it?
•	 Are we living in the last days?
•	 What does the bible say about the future of the United states?
•	 Is America even mentioned in end Times bible prophecy?
•	 Is America mentioned, described, or hinted at in the bible 

at all?

christians are certainly wrestling with such questions. but I find 
that Americans from a variety of religious backgrounds—including 
jews, Muslims, and others—are asking these and similar questions as 
well. Indeed, often when I am on a secular talk radio show, I’m invited 
to talk about geopolitical issues related to Israel, the broader Middle 
east, and radical Islam. The conversation tends to come around to 
my views of how Israel and the nations of the epicenter fit into bible 
prophecy, and then it’s not uncommon for the radio host to ask me, 
“so what about America? What does the bible say about our future?”

some people ask because they are certain America is, in fact, 
described in the scriptures as a significant or even major player in the 
end Times, and they want to know more. They are looking for hope 
that we are going to weather the economic, political, moral, spiritual, 
and other storms now battering us so intensely. others, however, ask 
because they are fearful the U.s. is not described in the bible, and 
they are wondering, “Why not? And if not, what will happen to us, 
and how much time do we have left?”

My wife, lynn, and I have lived in and around Washington, Dc, 
since 1990, and neither of us recalls hearing such questions—much less 
being asked them ourselves—during our first decade in Washington. 
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During those years, my professional life was immersed in researching 
and advocating various economic/social/cultural/educational reforms 
and working on political campaigns for a variety of U.s. and Israeli 
leaders, not teaching bible prophecy. I’m not saying such questions 
weren’t being asked and answered by others during this time. I’m just 
saying that I, apparently, wasn’t tuned in to such conversations.

over the course of the last decade, however—and even more so in 
the last few years—as such questions have come up more and more, 
I’m increasingly aware of and focused on this conversation, more so 
than at any other time in my life, ever since I left the campaign trail, 
went through what I call “political detox,” and began writing books 
about the growing geopolitical, religious, and economic threats fac-
ing America, Israel, and the church in light of bible prophecy. My 
sense is that more people are asking these questions more often—and 
more openly—than ever before. A growing number of Americans 
fear that this period of our history is different and the crises we face 
today—and those coming up over the horizon—may be far worse 
than anything we have experienced in the past.

Why are people asking?
Indeed, Americans are asking such questions, in my experience, with 
growing frequency and urgency because of a gnawing and steadily 
intensifying anxiety they and their families and their neighbors have 
that, as challenging as things are in our country today, they very well 
could get catastrophically worse. Many Americans genuinely fear 
that god is preparing to remove his hand of protection and blessing 
from our country—or perhaps already has. They fear that unlike 
previous dark times in our national history, god may not intend to 
help us turn things around and get us back on the right track.

Understandably, such thoughts can be both unnerving and per-
plexing. The more optimistic among us ask questions like “surely, 
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god must have a plan and purpose for America going forward, and it 
must be a good and wonderful plan, right?” yet even these are signal-
ing their doubts by asking the question.

When people in other countries ask what the future of America 
holds and whether America will continue to lead the world in the 
twenty-first century—and they do ask, with ever more frequency—
they tend to do so, I believe, for one of two reasons: either they 
honestly fear what the world will look like without an economically, 
militarily, and socially vibrant United states of America playing a 
central and starring role in shaping the future of the globe. or they 
secretly long for a day when the U.s. is humbled, weakened, and 
even neutralized so that other nations can take the lead and reshape 
the future of the globe.

such are the times in which we live.

some context
before we go any further, let me just say it has been difficult for me 
to write this book. To be perfectly honest, there were many times 
when I simply didn’t want to finish it. I didn’t want to study the data 
or examine the trends, much less draw any conclusions about the 
future of our country. The process was, at times, depressing, and if 
I’m not careful, I can still find myself becoming anxious or gloomy.

I dearly love my country. I was born here and grew up here, and I 
don’t want anything bad to happen to America. I don’t want to imagine 
worst-case scenarios, much less write about them. I don’t want to suf-
fer through such times if they come. nor do I want lynn or our four 
sons—caleb, jacob, jonah, and noah—to suffer through such times. 
I don’t want our extended family and friends, spread out all over this 
beautiful land, to go through such times, either. Maybe none of us will. 
Maybe the worst-case scenarios will be avoided. I certainly hope so.

yet I live and work in the nation’s capital. I regularly and extensively 
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travel this country. I see what’s happening all around me, and it is 
deeply disturbing. Marriages and families are imploding. our federal 
debt is exploding. The tide of cultural pollution is rising. our educa-
tional system is collapsing. Friends and neighbors are abandoning god 
and the church. The list of horrifying trends seems to grow longer each 
and every year. At this point, even a blind man can see the handwriting 
on the wall. The question is, what does the handwriting say, and what 
does it portend for the future of America?

The apostle Paul once said that god “made from one man every 
nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having deter-
mined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation” 
(Acts 17:26). In other words, god decides precisely where on the 
planet and precisely in which period of history each man and woman 
is going to be born.

centuries before Paul, David—the jewish shepherd boy from 
bethlehem who unexpectedly rose to become the beloved king of Israel 
from whom the Messiah would humanly descend—wrote that god 
“formed my inward parts” and “wove me in my mother’s womb.” In a 
remarkable prayer of gratitude to the lord, David wrote, “I will give 
thanks to you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made . . . your eyes 
have seen my unformed substance; and in your book were all written 
the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of 
them” (Psalm 139:13-16). David, too, understood the sovereign will 
and power of god. He understood that god is the creator who fash-
ions each one of us with a plan and a purpose. He understood that 
god both knows and decides exactly where and when each one of us 
will be born, and he makes these decisions for a reason.

such truths point us to another truth. god could have chosen 
you to live in another time and another place. you could have lived 
in the times of Moses or the times of David or the times of jesus and 
Paul. but in his sovereign will, god decided you and I would live in 
these times. What’s more, he chose the very family and language and 
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country into which you and I would be born. It wasn’t an accident. 
It was part of a plan. Most of those reading this book are likely to be 
American citizens. Have you ever taken time to consider why god 
chose you to be an American? What purpose are you to serve in this 
country? What role in the future of this country has god planned for 
you to play? given the high stakes of this moment, I would encour-
age you to take some time to give these questions serious thought. 
Discuss them with your family and friends.

For those who are living in the United states but are not American 
citizens, I would encourage you to take some time as well to consider 
why the lord has brought you to this country. What action does he 
want you to take at this critical hour? For those of you who are reading 
this someplace else, as citizens of another country, it is probably fair to 
say you would not have picked up this book unless you had an interest 
in the future of America. Take some time to consider why you care, 
what you’re hoping to learn, and what role god has for you to play in 
the future of America as well as in your own country’s future.

Jews, gentiles, and the american Dream
every American citizen has his or her own “American story,” a heri-
tage to be treasured and celebrated. My family is no different.

My family on my father’s side was made up of orthodox jews 
who escaped from the “old country”—anti-semitic, totalitarian, 
czarist russia—during the pogroms against the jews in the early 
1900s. They made their way to America searching for religious free-
dom, freedom from persecution, and the opportunity for a better 
way of life.

given that both of my paternal grandparents died before I was 
three years old, I never had the chance to talk to them and ask them 
their stories. sadly, neither of my grandparents told my father or 
his brother many stories from the old country. They passed down 
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few documents to us. so it’s been challenging to piece together their 
journey. About the only story that has been passed down through our 
family is that when our orthodox jewish relatives wanted to leave 
russia, some of them had to escape in a hay wagon that was crossing 
out of russia into a neighboring country. (The best we can surmise 
is that they went into Poland.) czarist soldiers plunged their swords 
into the hay to see if there was anyone hiding in there. by god’s 
grace, no one was injured. by god’s grace, my relatives weren’t dis-
covered. And by god’s grace, having gotten out of russia, they didn’t 
decide to settle in Poland or germany or anywhere else in central 
europe. Many russian jews did settle there, of course, escaping the 
horrors of the russian pogroms only to experience the horrors of the 
Third reich and the Holocaust.

called by freedom and the promise of a new world, my family 
kept moving across the continent of europe until they got to a port, 
scrounged up enough money to pay for passage on a steamship, made 
their way to America, and settled in brooklyn.

A few years ago, my wife and I found an actual copy of a 1930 
U.s. census record showing that my great-grandfather Maximilian 
“Max” jaffe lived in brooklyn and that he was a tailor, from russia, 
jewish, with no formal education but could read and write. The 
records also indicated that Max arrived in the United states in 1903 
and that his wife and his daughter, selma—my father’s mother—
arrived in the U.s. five years after him in 1908.

What my jewish grandparents and great-grandparents found here 
was more than they could have hoped for, dreamed of, or imagined. 
They were finally free to go to a synagogue and celebrate the jewish 
holidays in peace, establish and raise a family in safety, and seek 
to give their children and grandchildren better lives than they had. 
selma jaffe would later marry Herman rosenberg, also of russian 
jewish heritage. Together they had two sons, jerome (my uncle jerry), 
and leonard, my father. both brothers are first-generation American 
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citizens. My father was born in brooklyn in 1939 at a time when 
Adolf Hitler was on the move in europe, seeking to take over the 
world and preparing to exterminate 6 million jews, including more 
than a million jewish children. My father was the first on his side 
of the family to ever graduate from college, and he was the first to 
become a licensed professional—in his case, an architect.

My family on my mother’s side were gentiles—white, Anglo-
saxon, Protestant christians who came to the new World fleeing 
religious persecution from the state-controlled churches of europe 
and seeking more economic opportunity. My maternal grandmother, 
esther cagwin, was a member of the Daughters of the American 
revolution, her family having come to the colonies from england 
before the revolution began. The ancestors of my maternal grand-
father, Walter copia, were germans. His grandparents, joseph and 
elizabeth copia, were from baden and berlin, germany, respectively. 
Unfortunately, I know very little about them, their history, or their 
dreams and aspirations. My maternal grandfather abandoned the 
family and filed for divorce, leaving my grandmother, esther, all 
alone to raise my mother, Mary, an only child, in a small city called 
rome, new york—not far from Utica and syracuse. My grand-
mother (grammie), a public school teacher, was a heroic woman and 
one of the kindest and most generous people I have ever met. since 
her husband had left her long before I came along, and since my 
jewish grandparents passed away when I was just a toddler, grammie 
copia was the only grandparent I ever knew, and I loved her dearly 
and missed her terribly after she passed away in 1982.

even with painful and at times tragic chapters, my family’s story 
is an American story. We have truly had the opportunity to live the 
American dream. My forebears chose to leave the countries of their 
birth and travel to the new World despite many hardships. They 
wanted to be Americans, pure and simple. In god’s sovereignty and 
by his grace, that’s exactly what they became. For our family, America 
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has truly proven to be a home for both jews and gentiles. For us, the 
verse at the base of the statue of liberty is not trite. It has real and 
personal meaning. “give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. send 
these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden 
door!” Members of my family were once part of the “huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free.” America opened her “golden door” to us, 
and we will forever be grateful. but now, I am deeply concerned 
about the future of this country that has been so good to us.

Why i Wrote this Book
These are not normal times.

Americans have been gripped by a widespread and deeply rooted 
pessimism in recent years. They are openly asking whether our 
nation can survive. In the pages ahead, we’ll consider whether such 
pessimism is reasonable or an unwarranted overreaction to current 
economic and spiritual trends. Americans have, after all, faced dark 
times before and overcome them. Then we’ll look at recent events 
and trends in the light of bible prophecy. We’ll consider whether we 
are in the period of history the bible calls the “last days” and look at 
which nations and regions of the world are specifically mentioned 
as key players in end Times prophecies. We’ll then look directly at a 
central question people are asking—“What happens to America in 
the last days?”—and examine a range of scenarios Americans could 
face in the months and years ahead.

Then we’ll take a look back at two remarkable periods in American 
history. We’ll see how god has blessed this nation in the past with 
two tremendous spiritual revivals, and we’ll quickly study some of the 
key human players god used to bring about these periods, known as 
the First great Awakening and the second great Awakening. And 
then we will ask two other crucial questions: given that god has 
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blessed America with such amazing revivals in the past, might he 
choose to do so once again? Instead of allowing America to implode, 
might the lord in his grace and mercy allow us to experience a Third 
great Awakening in the years to come?

After some observations and interpretations, we’ll begin to con-
sider some applications. In light of where we are and where we are 
heading as a country, how should we then live? How should our 
relationship with god be different from what it is now, if at all? 
How should our relationships with our parents, our spouses, our 
children, and our neighbors change? How should our involvement 
in our churches change? Are we content with the church’s involve-
ment in our society? If so, why? If not, why not? To what extent, if 
at all, should we be involved in the political process? And how can 
we keep from losing hope if our nation continues to be shaken and 
loses her way?

My hope is that you will not only find this book helpful for 
yourself but that perhaps you’ll share it with a friend and discuss it 
over a cup of coffee or a pot of tea. Perhaps you’ll decide to study it 
with your book club or with your small-group bible study or home 
fellowship group. Whatever you do, please don’t keep your thoughts 
to yourself. engage someone else in this conversation. listen to what 
they think. compare notes. Discuss practical steps you intend to 
take going forward and how you might encourage one another on 
the journey.

The stakes are very high. our nation has come to a critical cross-
roads. We face the potential implosion of our economy and society. 
let us, therefore, engage each other in discussing how we got here, 
where we are going, and most importantly what the lord is telling 
us in his Word to do next.

Time is of the essence.
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