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1 beginnings

Beginnings are only as 
signifi cant as their endings. A 

runner who doesn’t win the race 
fi nds no consolation in a good start.

Successful endings are often deter-
mined by the very ordinary moments in 
the middle.

Nevertheless, we’re obsessed with 
beginnings—the start of a new proj-

ect, a new relationship, a new book. 
Everybody wants to start a revolu-
tion; but nobody wants to fi ght to 
the last man standing.
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We long to be extraordinary, to be remembered long 
after we’re gone, to be part of something greater than 
ourselves, to leave a legacy; yet we don’t want to go to 
work on Monday morning.

A life of humble beginnings can end with epic sig-
nifi cance. One life can make a world of difference. There 
is a secret to how it occurs. It’s not a secret because few 
people know it; it’s a secret because few people live as if 
they know it.

This is a journey to the discovery of that secret.
But this is only the beginning.

2
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2 storing up 
greatness

I had a strange childhood: I 
grew up in a Christian home. That’s 

strange enough in itself, but what made 
it interesting is the fact that I grew up 
as a Christian in Malaysia, where there 
are lots of different religions, ethnici-

ties, and blended cultures. Christians 
account for ten to twelve percent of 
the population, so growing up as a 
Christian there was a bit out of the 
ordinary.
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From my earliest days, I was surrounded by 
Buddhists, Hindus, and Muslims. When I was young, 
I had friends who couldn’t attend my birthday parties 
because they had to go with their family to burn incense 
at their grandfather’s grave—an annual tradition for 
many Buddhists. In high school, I worked part-time 
as a copywriter for a small ad agency, and my fellow 
copywriters were Muslims. Conversations with my col-
leagues occasionally turned to matters of faith, and we 
talked about our different views of life with very little 
awkwardness.

My dad was raised in a Hindu family. His father was 
an offi cial or elder at the local Hindu temple, and during 
most of his growing-up years, my dad wanted to follow 
in his father’s footsteps.

Then he met my mom. They were both students at 
the University of Singapore; he was majoring in politi-
cal science, and she was a social science major. My mom 
had grown up in the Anglican Church—a contribution 
of the good Brits who had colonized Malaysia—but her 
faith was nominal at best.

As my parents’ relationship grew more serious, my 
mom drew a line in the sand. She made it clear that she 
would only marry a Christian. My father wasted no time 
in converting to Christianity, a decision that forever 
changed the way his family interacted with him. From 
that point on, he and my mom were cut off from all but 
the most basic, formal communications with his parents 
and many of his siblings. Changing religions in Malaysia 
is not something that people do all that often. Rejecting 
the faith of your family is a slap in the face that blatantly 
dishonors your parents and ancestors.
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WHEN I DREAMED OF AFRICA
Growing up in a Christian home, I got saved about 
352 times before my eighth birthday. Every time some-
one at church talked about heaven and hell, I would 
think, I don’t want to go to hell. It sounds awful. But 
what if I’ve done something recently that has somehow 
canceled my passport to heaven? I don’t want to take the 
chance. I’m going to say the prayer again. And before I 
knew it, my feet were leading me toward that famil-
iar spot at the altar. I think I responded to every altar 
call they had, and most of my “conversions” were in 
response to the old line, “If you got hit by a truck today, 
do you know where you would go?” That one got me 
every time. Maybe you can relate.

One year, my parents sent me to a church-sponsored 
children’s camp about fi fty kilometers from home, high 
up in the rolling hills of Malaysia. I was there with a few 
hundred other city kids, all of us getting our fi rst taste 
of being away from home and out in the wild.

It was there I found my destiny in the eyes of an 
American lady.

She was a missionary who had come to Malaysia to 
work with young children. And we were a roomful of 
young Asian kids. We had fi nished singing and were 
starting to get restless as we sat down on rattan mats 
laid out on the concrete fl oor. Outside the windows was 
a sea of rich, green foliage. The sun was setting and the 
tropical insects were tuning up for the evening. Ceiling 
fans spun noisily overhead, accomplishing little more 
than wrapping the thick, humid air around us like a 
giant, damp towel.

The American lady walked to the front, and almost 
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immediately, like a lullaby sung to a baby, her voice set-
tled the room. She had a way of making us listen. Every 
word was like a gentle tide washing against the shore. 
Her face was delicately wrinkled, her smile was calm, 
and there was a gentle magic in her eyes. In my memory, 
she was a cross between Princess Diana and Mother 
Teresa, but maybe that’s because it was the early 1980s 
and she was one of the very few Americans I had met. 
Whatever it was, I listened with rapt attention as she 
told us a story about the explorer Dr. David Livingstone.

It wasn’t your average Sunday school lesson—there 
was no fl annel board, no props—but we were cap-
tivated. The missionary told us that Dr. Livingstone 
knew at an early age that he wanted to venture into 
unknown parts of the world to tell people about Jesus. 
She talked about how he became a doctor and went to 
Africa to help the people there. We were mesmerized as 
she described the impact he had as an explorer and as 
a missionary. He charted new territory and preached to 
people who had not heard about Jesus.

The room was as still as a stone—and remember, 
there were a couple hundred kids there. The sounds of 
the forest had long since faded into the background. All 
we heard was the American lady’s small, hushed voice, 
which cracked gently as she told us how Dr. Livingstone 
had died, and how his body was buried in England but 
his heart remained in Africa. As I watched her eyes brim 
up with tears, my own eyes began to overfl ow. I could 
not control it.

We started singing again, a quiet song. The 
American lady was still standing in front, asking us to 
pray about giving our lives to be used by God, to be 
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part of something extraordinary. For me, there was no 
decision—it was obvious. How could I do anything less 
than be involved somehow in changing people’s lives? 
I wanted my life to count toward something far greater 
than myself. This was what God was asking us to do. 
This was what David Livingstone and the American lady 
had given their lives to accomplish. Why would I choose 
anything different?

EXPANDING MY VISION
Throughout my childhood, my parents fed my love of 
books. I looked forward to going to the bookstore to see 
what new delight my weekly allowance would afford. 
Every Saturday, after a morning swim, we went to the 
library and spent the afternoon hours reading. Then the 
whole family would gather over dinner and discuss what 
we had read. Our dinner conversations were about social 
issues, faith, the Bible, our friends. My sister and I grew 
up with a very big picture of the world.

On my tenth birthday, my parents gave me the auto-
biography of George Mueller, a man who had changed 
the lives of more than 100,000 children by building 
orphanages in Bristol, England during the 1800s. I was 
hooked. From then on, I couldn’t get my hands on such 

I wanted my life to count 

toward something far greater 

than myself. This was what 

God was asking us to do.
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books fast enough. I wanted to read about people who 
had made a signifi cant impact on the world. I read about 
Charles Finney, John Wesley, and an intercessor named 
Rees Howells. I threw in an occasional Hardy Boys mys-
tery, but for the most part, I devoured stories about 
people worth remembering.

“THE LORD HAS SUCH GREAT THINGS FOR YOU”
My dream of one day doing something signifi cant was 
further fueled by the people around me as I grew up. 
At our church, sweet, middle-aged women would come 
up to me on Sunday mornings and say, “Oh, Glenn, the 
Lord has such great things for you” or “The Lord wants 
to do great things in your life” or “The Lord is going to 
use you in mighty ways.”

As I got older, I discovered that those phrases were 
simply a Christian version of “Atta boy” or “Go get ’em, 
Tiger.” Even so, it affected my attitude and expectations. 
Every word was like fresh blood rushing into my young 
heart. I knew it was true: I was destined for greatness.

When I got to college, I found that many of my 
friends had grown up on a steady diet of similar lines. 
The more we talked, the more I realized that we didn’t 
simply have dreams, we had destiny. Never had I been 
surrounded by so many people with such grand and 
inevitable futures! Now we were all sitting around wait-
ing for something great to happen to us.

The thing about vision is that sometimes we get 
a bigger picture than we can handle all at one time. 
Sometimes, God gives us a glimpse of the possibilities, 
but it isn’t all for right now. But because of that, we 
make the mistake of thinking that none of it is for right 
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now. We act as if the mere possession of a dream is the 
end of our responsibility. We say quietly to ourselves, 
“All my life people have told me that I’m going to be 
involved in great things. I’ve been reading and hearing 
about people who really made a difference with their 
lives. So, okay, I’m ready for some great things to hap-
pen. Here I go. I’m waiting for great things. The Lord is 
going to do great things in my life, and I’m just going to 
wait for this dream to become a reality.”

LIFE ON TIVO
As a result of our great expectations, we sort of TiVo’d 
our lives without really intending to—just hit “pause” 
and put everything on hold. In effect, each of us was 
saying, “I know that God wants to use me to accomplish 
great things. So I’m going to store up all the greatness 
that’s building in me right now, and then one day I’ll 
fi nd myself in an arena before thousands and thousands 
of people, and then—BAM!—I’ll release all that great-
ness on everyone.”

The more we talked, the more 

I realized that we didn’t 

simply have dreams, we had 

destiny. . . . Now we were 

all sitting around waiting 

for something great to happen 

to us.
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Well, maybe no one would have said it quite that 
way, but here’s how I knew that some of my peers 
thought that way. In my theology classes, many of the 
students were on track to become pastors and leaders in 
churches across the country or around the world. But 
they were only planning for it. In the meantime, while 
they were getting all their theology and learning all 
their ministry techniques, they were not serving in any 
local church or ministry. For that matter, some weren’t 
even attending a church. (Shhhh! Don’t tell the R.A.!) 
They weren’t a part of any small or local change while 
they were in school. They were just studying and stor-
ing up greatness.

That seemed a little odd to me, because God’s not 
going to say, when you graduate from college, “Oh, 
wow! You fi nished your bachelor’s or your master’s in 
theology. Fantastic! Here’s a traveling ministry to thou-
sands of people every weekend.” Or, “Here’s a church 
that you’re going to grow to national prominence.”

The problem with storing up greatness is . . . well, 
it’s impossible. We can’t bottle up our passion, energy, 
and dreams of action until we’re on the right stage. If 

We can’t bottle up our passion, 

energy, and dreams of action 

until we’re on the right stage. . . . 

If we try to save our vision for 

the perfect day, we’ll lose it.
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we try, we will get there only to fi nd that all the great-
ness has leaked out. If we try to save our vision for the 
perfect day, we’ll lose it. We’ll get to the place where we 
think that we’re ready and fi nd that we have nothing left 
to give.

If we live each phase of life as if it’s a stepping-stone 
to greatness, we will fi nd ourselves living each moment 
at half-speed. God wants us to take what’s stirring in 
our hearts today and act on it here and now. Instead of 
waiting for great things to happen, we should be ask-
ing God, “What do I do about this idea now? I know 
that someday there may be a greater fulfi llment of the 
dream—maybe there’s a piece that won’t unfold until 
twenty years from now—but what do I do here and 
now?” Everything that God has put inside us must be 
expressed and acted on here and now—or it will never 
multiply and grow. No matter how small and seemingly 
insignifi cant it might be, we can do something today; we 
can get started with something.

THE ONE BIG THING
I work with college-age students at our church, and 
many of them have big dreams in their hearts, but they 
feel as if they’re in a holding pattern, and they’re kind 
of embarrassed about their situation in life. It isn’t so 
much that they’re trying to store up greatness; they just 
haven’t yet fi gured out where to start.

I heard a comedian once talk about the difference 
between university students and students at a com-
munity college. He said if you ever ask somebody what 
school they go to and it’s a university, the answer is 
really easy. “I go to the University of Colorado,” or “I go 
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to USC” or “NYU” or whatever it is. Short and sweet. 
But if you ask a community college student the same 
question, the answer is always quite a bit longer.

“Oh, well, I’m just trying to . . . see, they messed 
up my transcript and I’m just working on getting some 
fi nancial aid right now. . . . Eventually I’m going to 
transfer to . . .” and it just goes on and on, because 
they’re embarrassed about not feeling as if they’re “on 
track,” whatever that means.

I fi nd the same situation with a lot of people who are 
out of school but haven’t yet found “the one big thing” 
to devote their lives to. They say, “Yeah, I’m doing this 
now. . . . I work at Starbucks now, but eventually I’ll 
work for a Christian publisher, or a big church, or I’ll 
go on the mission fi eld, or eventually I’ll get to the place 
where I’m doing great things for God.”

As I’ve thought this through and talked to many dif-
ferent young people, and even wrestled with this ten-
sion in my own life, I’ve come to realize that there isn’t 
some point where all of a sudden we reach greatness or 
we get to do great things. I think we have the possibility 
of being a part of great things every day and maybe not 
even know it. As the biblical character Jacob discov-
ered when he encamped at Bethel and encountered the 
“stairway to heaven” in a dream, “Surely the Lord is in 
this place, and I wasn’t even aware of it!”1 Just as surely, 
God is working through our lives right where we are 
today—in those conversations at the water fountain, or 
over lunch, or whatever situation we’re in. Surely God 
is in those places, even if we don’t realize it. The “great-
ness” isn’t always obvious. It is often so sublime that we 
simply miss it.
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We all too easily assume that the place of signifi cance 
is someplace else. Overseas. On the mission fi eld. Just 
around the next bend. When we turn forty. When we 
make our fi rst million. Wherever. And we don’t even con-
sider that lasting change begins right where we are. We 
don’t consider the possibility that God can use us right 
here and now. We don’t seriously consider that God has 
us right where we are for a very good reason. He can use 
us here. If God can use us anywhere, why do we assume 
that where he wants to use us is someplace other than 
where we are right now? Think about it. What are the 
things that are right in front of you, right now, that you’re 
overlooking because you’ve set your sights elsewhere? 
Who are the people you’ve ignored because they’re not 
the remote tribe you’ve set your heart on reaching? Why 
not start by looking for a small, local opportunity to serve 
and to do some good? Open your eyes. Listen more closely 
to others. Take that initial small step, that simple act of 
obedience, and see what comes of it.

OUT OF THE ORDINARY . . .
One of my favorite stories in the Bible is the story of 
Nehemiah. I’m drawn to Nehemiah because, like many 
characters in the Bible, he made a signifi cant impact on 

Nehemiah was just an 

ordinary man who ended up 

making an extraordinary 

difference.
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history. But unlike our other biblical heroes who are 
kings or prophets or priests—or the Son of God him-
self—Nehemiah was just an ordinary man who ended up 
making an extraordinary difference. He was not one of 
the twelve disciples. As far as we know, not one miracle 
happened through Nehemiah’s life. He didn’t utter a 
single prophetic word, heal anyone, or win a decisive 
battle. He was a cupbearer, and he became most famous 
for his role as a contractor. Not your average Bible action 
hero. Still, he stands apart in my mind precisely because 
of his averageness. I love Nehemiah’s story because, 
despite his humble beginnings, he fi nds himself in the 
middle of a moment that changes history.

Born a Jew in a foreign country, Nehemiah was a child 
of what was known as the Dispersion. More than a cen-
tury earlier, his Jewish ancestors had been taken captive 
by the Babylonians as punishment for disobeying God. 
When the Persians later overran the Babylonians, many of 
the Jews were moved on to Persia. That’s where Nehemiah 
was born, and he knew no other home than Susa, the 
capital city. Yet he was never quite at home there.

He had heard the stories of how God had prom-
ised to make Abraham a great nation and gave him a 
son in his old age; of how God sent Moses to deliver 
Abraham’s descendents when they were large in number 
and enslaved by the mighty Egyptians; how an entire 
generation died in the desert of Sinai because of their 
lack of faith; how Joshua had led a new generation in 
victory over army after army as they took the land; how 
God gave Israel the great king David, and how every 
king thereafter was measured against him. He had heard 
about the prophecies that foretold the exile, and also the 
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promise of a return to Judah, when God would bring 
the people back to the land as proof of his unending 
faithfulness. Now, in Nehemiah’s lifetime, the promised 
return was beginning to occur.

Certainly, Nehemiah’s situation incited questions 
about his identity, about his heritage, and about his true 
home. He’d grown up in a culture that questioned God’s 
sovereignty and justice. He’d grown up in a culture of 
doubt, where uncertainty was the only thing that made 
sense. It was not so different from our own culture in 
that regard. Yet somehow Nehemiah clung to the sto-
ries of home. He grew up longing for a land he’d never 
seen, and hoping for a city he’d only heard about. He 
grew up believing in redemption and trusting in a God 
who seemed distant. Somehow, amid all the confusion 
and questioning, Nehemiah found a spark of faith and 
fanned it into a burning fl ame.

It’s hard to say whether Nehemiah had a sense of 
the world-changing importance of what he was about to 
do, but I suspect he didn’t. When his moment came, he 
didn’t set out to change the world; he was just doing the 

Yet somehow Nehemiah 

clung to the stories of home. 

He grew up longing for 

a land he’d never seen, and 

hoping for a city he’d only 

heard about.
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necessary thing, the one thing he could do that needed 
to be done. But regardless of whether Nehemiah had 
a sense of what he would accomplish, I think we can 
glean from his story some life-changing principles that 
will infl uence our own stories.

In the opening scene of the book of Nehemiah, 
we fi nd that one of Nehemiah’s brothers, Hanani, has 
returned from a visit to Judah. Apparently, the Persians 
had allowed some of the Jews to return from captivity 
to their native land, and Hanani was among a group that 
had come back to Susa to give a report. When Nehemiah 
asked how things were going in Judah, Hanani replied, 
“It’s bad, Nehemiah. Bad. The walls are burned. The 
stones are . . . it’s just rubble. It’s all in a pile . . . it’s 
ground zero, man. It’s just a mess.”2

The few Jews who had returned to Jerusalem were 
living in dire circumstances. The walls of the city lay 
in ruins, open to every kind of danger. The gates had 
been burned beyond repair. The desolation left the city 
exposed to the elements, overgrown, and looted. The 
city of God was a dead locust of a town, a crushed shell.

When Nehemiah heard the news, he sat down and 
wept. Though he had never been to his homeland, he 
knew that Jerusalem was the pride of the nation. It was 
the capital city, and it was destroyed. He was so over-
whelmed with grief that he fasted and prayed for several 
days, confessing his own sins, the sins of his family and 
of his people, the Jews. As he prayed, he reminded God 
of some earlier promises made to the people of Israel:

Please remember what you told your servant Moses: 

“If you are unfaithful to me, I will scatter you among 
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the nations. But if you return to me and obey my 

commands and live by them, then even if you are 

exiled to the ends of the earth, I will bring you back 

to the place I have chosen for my name to be 

honored.” 3

Nehemiah decided that he must go to Jerusalem and do 
something about the condition of the city. He prayed 
that God would grant him favor with the Persian king, 
and that the king would grant his request. Nehemiah’s 
love for Jerusalem would not let him stand by and sim-
ply wait for something great to happen.
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notes
Chapter 2: Storing up Greatness
 1. genesis 28:16, NLT

 2. nehemiah 1:3, author’s paraphrase
 3. nehemiah 1:8-9, NLT 

Chapter 3: History in the Making
 1. henri poincaré, quoted in “chaos theory,” an article on the 

polytechnic institute web site, home.earthlink.net/~srrobin/
chaos.html.

 2. 2 peter 1:4, NASB

Chapter 4: Shooting the Moon
 1. mark 13:33-37, ESV

Chapter 5: All the Small Things
 1. see acts 20:32, 26:18; ephesians 4:1-3; philippians 1:27; 

colossians 1:9-12.
 2. nehemiah 2:1-2. nehemiah 2:3-4, NLT

 4. nehemiah 2:5-6, NLT

 5. john w. gardner, quoted by former secretary of health and 
human services donna shalala at the fda innovations in 
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Be The  Change
Every one of these gifts is part of a long-
term project to create real and lasting 
change in the lives of some of the world’s 
poorest people. These catalog items 
demonstrate how your gift can be used, 
and they illustrate the goods and services 
of World Relief’s ministries. All gifts are designated to the country 
and core program described.

Choose gifts from this Catalog of Hope and 
support ministries that relieve human suffer-
ing, poverty and hunger worldwide in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Working with, for and from the 
church, World Relief’s ministries enable local 
churches to become active in meeting the 
material and spiritual needs of the lost and 
hurting in their communities.  

  ✓ Mail the enclosed order form to 
 World Relief;

  ✓ Call toll-free 1 800 535 LIFE (5433); 
 or

  ✓ Donate securely online at
 www.worldrelief.org. 

HOW LITTLE THINGS CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE

“Your people settled in it, and from your bounty, 
                 O God, you provided for the poor.” - Psalm 68:10 



Africa BURKINA FASO
Burkina Faso is one of the poorest countries in the world. Unlike many other poor African 
nations, it is a peaceful country with almost no history of violent conflict. There is also a 
high prevalence of AIDS in Burkina Faso that is compounded by poor healthcare, low 
literacy levels, and meager earnings. 

BLESSED UNION                     $10.00
Allow a youth group member to participate 
in a retreat designed to unite and encourage 
members in their individual commitments 
to premarital abstinence.

LOOK AFTER ORPHANS        $150.00
Support local church members as they 
care for orphans and other vulnerable 
children in their communities.

OFFER GUIDANCE        Church $150.00
Provide guides for Sunday Schools as they 
lead students through biblical messages 
and learn more about AIDS prevention.

APPLAUD THE GOOD NEWS   $200.00
Enable a dynamic Christian theatre group 
to travel to remote villages, educating 
communities about AIDS while offering 
God’s perfect solution.

MINISTRY ON THE MOVE     $1,000.00
Invest in a small motorbike or moped for 
church volunteers to visit terminally ill AIDS 
patients in their homes. The church will 
provide the gas!

Africa BURUNDI
Burundi’s challenges include a political crisis that pre-dates the 1993 assassination of 
the country’s first democratically elected president. The ongoing conflict, referred to by 
some as a slow-onset genocide, has resulted in massive increases in poverty and suffering.

GOOD EGGS                            $10.00
Buy five chickens that will lay eggs to be 
eaten or sold to purchase food for a 
malnourished child.   

BREAD MAKER                        $42.00
Help build a clay oven for a bread 
baking business.

BUYING TIME                       $100.00
Place a cell phone in to the hands of a 
small business entrepreneur who can sell 
time to community members unable to 
afford their own phones.

Africa DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO
For Congo, this poverty, coupled with decades of tyrannical leadership in the midst of 
ongoing regional violence, has only fueled Africa’s worst war in the past 20 years.  

DAILY BREAD            $10.00
Help generate much-needed income by 
providing a family with flour, oil, sugar and 
charcoal to make bread to be sold. 

SHELTER FROM THE STORM   $15.00
Protect a widow and her children from the 
rain by covering a small house with straw.

BEANS                                $40.00
Purchase one sack of beans that can be 
sold by-the-bowl to help a struggling fam-
ily earn extra income.



Africa MALAWI
Over 65 percent of Malawi's population lives below the poverty line. Increased malnutrition 
weakens the resistance of people infected with HIV and further reduces the workforce 
supporting agriculture and other trades. The number of AIDS-orphans is increasing; 
many of them are now cared for by relatives who are already under economic hardship.

EQUIP CHURCH LEADERS       $20.00
Support Bible-based teaching that 
promotes abstinence among youth and fidel-
ity in marriage while providing guidance and 
counseling in a country where one-in-six 
people live with AIDS.  

A HEALTHY START                  $25.00
Equip churches and communities to provide 
vital healthcare for young children so they 
grow up healthy and strong.

COMMUNITY GARDENS           $30.00   
Help a local church plant a community 
vegetable garden to feed hungry families.

FIGHT FAMINE AT ITS ROOTS   $42.00
Provide seeds and fertilizer to strengthen 
the outcome for a farmer’s entire family. 

Africa MOZAMBIQUE
Mozambique continues to recover from war and natural disaster. An internal war raged 
for 16 years and left people internally displaced or fleeing as refugees. In 2000, southern 
Mozambique experienced rising floodwaters that swept away roads, villages, schools, 
farmland, and the entire provincial town of Xai Xai. 

READ AND WRITE                    $20.00
Support the purchase and translation of 
literacy materials to teach mothers vital 
life skills.

A WELLSPRING OF LIFE           $25.00
Equip five Mozambican volunteers with a 
simple rehydration solution that can help 
reduce the effects of cholera and malaria.

NEW BEGINNINGS                 $200.00
Help six people start a small chicken- 
rearing project for food and economic 
empowerment. 

BREAK GROUND                  $1,000.00
Help build a community center for 
vocational training in fields like brick-laying 
and carpentry.

Africa RWANDA
Rwanda is known as “The Land of a Thousand Hills.” Despite the beauty of its people and 
land, Rwanda faces many struggles. It continues to recover from the tragic human and 
economic destruction suffered during the war and genocide in the early 1990s.   

SEEDS OF HOPE                     $10.00
Provide seeds to people living with AIDS 
so they can grow nutritious food. 

RADIO SPOT                           $30.00
Support nationwide broadcasts of AIDS 
prevention messages that focus on youth 
abstinence, fidelity in marriage, Christ-like 
personal behavior, and community care.

CAPITAL VENTURE                 $35.00
Enable a poor mother to set-up a market 
stall and stock it with 20 kg (44 lbs) of salt for 
resale in smaller quantities.

LIFE SKILLS                          $120.00
Provide six months of vocational training to 
a vulnerable orphan.



Africa SOUTHERN SUDAN
Sudan is geographically and culturally diverse. However, 20 years of war have destroyed 
much of the civil infrastructure and disrupted traditional trade, transportation, education 
and production systems. The war has left the population of the south highly vulnerable to 
famine in years with abnormal rainfall, and susceptible to common, preventable illnesses.  

BUILD CAPACITY                    $50.00
Enable a local health worker to attend training 
to build their capacity to serve the community.

MOBILE HEALTH                     $50.00
Help protect vulnerable children through 
the critical age of five from major childhood 
diseases. Purchase a bicycle, enabling a 
vaccinator to reach less-accessible rural 
villages and (spare parts included).

SCHOOL MATERIALS                $100.00
New schoolbooks specifically for the 
southern Sudanese have recently been 
published! Purchase materials to help 
long-neglected children. 

THIRST QUENCHER                $500.00
Help cover the cost of drilling a borehole 
to provide clean drinking water in areas 
where it is most needed.

Asia CAMBODIA
One of the poorest countries in Southeast Asia, Cambodia, has faced decades of war, with 
its related physical, emotional and spiritual oppression. Families are still struggling with 
basic needs such as adequate nutrition, shelter, immunizations for their children, and 
control of diarrheal diseases and pneumonia. In addition, infectious diseases such as 
dengue fever, malaria, and now AIDS continue to take a toll on the people.

ALIVE AT FIVE                        $15.00
Provide training for a health volunteer to 
help mothers receive vital knowledge 
about disease prevention and nutrition so 
they may nurture their children through the 
most vulnerable years of their lives. 

SEEDS OF CHANGE                 $50.00
Provide a loan to help a farmer purchase 
and plant rice seed. 

TRAIN ONE TO REACH MANY  $50.00
Enable a pastor or lay leader to attend a 
group AIDS-training workshop and equip 
them to mobilize their own congregation for 
a compassionate response to people living 
with AIDS.

HOME CARE                            $15.00
Distribute five Hope at Home manuals to guide 
families in supportive care for members 
living with AIDS.

LIGHT THE LIGHT                  $30.00
Cover the cost of a three-day training ses-
sion for a church leader or health worker on 
compassionate response to the AIDS crisis.

Asia CHINA
World Relief is helping to empower the Chinese Churches and NGO’s to confront the AIDS 
threat and to prevent it from becoming a catastrophe. Community groups can uniquely 
minister to people, both in prevention and care, when provided with the proper resources.



The Americas HAITI
Haiti remains the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. Its already bad economic 
situation has deteriorated significantly over the past several years. Conditions are rife for 
the spread of AIDS and women and girls are the most vulnerable.

HOT MEALS                            $10.00
Giving children have a hot meal every day for 
a month.

RESCUE CHILDREN                $12.00
Provide a complete set of vaccinations for 
an at-risk child in the slums. 

HEALTHIER FAMILIES              $16.00
Help local churches share health and 
hygiene knowledge with mothers to 
improve the lives of entire families.

LIFESAVING OFFERING             $27.00
Provide AIDS education, biblical counseling 
and care to Haitian children living with or 
affected by the disease.

REACHING THE SLUMS             $50.00
Offer the capital for a small, wage-earning 
business so one family can work its way out 
of extreme poverty and towards a better life.

CHURCH MOBILIZATION            $50.00
Provide training for one pastor or church 
leader to build capacity within the Church.

UNITED STATES
The United States is a nation of immigrants. America continues to welcome people fleeing 
persecution. Newly-arrived refugees are welcomed and provided with the essentials to meet 
their immediate needs. World Relief encourages them in becoming self sufficient and offers 
numerous classes to help them integrate with a new culture. 

BREAD OF LIFE                      $16.00
Support the translation and distribution of 
a Bible in the native language of a newly-
arrived refugee. 

LANGUAGE SKILLS                 $20.00         
Offer the opportunity for a refugee to learn 
basic English with the provision of materials 
and lessons – skills that are the foundation for 
a smooth transition to life in the United States.

AN OPEN DOOR                      $25.00
Support the employment authorization pro-
cess for a newly-arrived immigrant.
  
MAKE A CONNECTION            $30.00
Give a phone card so that a refugee can 
connect to friends and family by phone.

BACK TO SCHOOL                  $30.00
Provide a book bag with school supplies for 
a child starting school in a new place. 

WARM WELCOME                    $30.00
Supply a refugee with a warm blanket for 
cold winter nights. 

COVER UP                              $40.00
Supply a new refugee mother with a diaper 
bag, changing necessities and a one-week 
supply of diapers for her newborn to help 
ease them into their new environment.

PRECIOUS CARGO                 $800.00
Cover the cost of ten infant car seats for the 
legal transportation of newly-arrived refugee 
children.



YOU CAN CHANGE LIVES...
Pray for God’s direction in all of our ministry programs

Continue to grow in the knowledge of the needs of the poor worldwide

Advocate for humanitarian work and refugee resettlement

Volunteer with our programs

Please consider these practical, Biblical ways to fulfill Christ’s instructions to love and 
serve those in need. Please circle the programs you would like contribute to.

$10.00
$20.00
$25.00

$200.00
$1,000.00

$10.00
$30.00
$35.00

$120.00

$50.00
$150.00

 (one class) $100.00
$500.00

$15.00
$50.00

  $50.00

BURKINA FASO 
   1. Blessed Union  
   2. Look After Orphans 
   3. Offer Guidance 
   4. Applaud the Good News
   5.  Ministry on the Move

BURUNDI

   6. Good Eggs
   7. Bread Maker
   8. Buying Time

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

OF CONGO

  9. Daily Bread
 10. Shelter from the Storm
 11. Beans

MALAWI

 12. Equip Church Leaders
 13.  A Healthy Start
 14. Community Gardens
 15. FIght Famine at Its Roots

MOZAMBIQUE

 16. Reach & Teach
 17. Read & Write
 18. A Wellspring of life
 19. New Beginnings
 20.  Break Ground 
   
RWANDA

 21. Seeds of Hope
 22. Radio Spot
 23. Capital Venture
 24. Life Skills

SOUTHERN SUDAN

 25. Build Capacity
 26. Mobile Health
 27. School Materials
 28. Thirst Quencher

CAMBODIA

 29. Alive at Five
 30. Train One to Reach Many
 31. Seeds of Change

CHINA

 32. Home Care
 33. Light the Light

HAITI

 34. Hot Meals
 35. Rescue Children
 36. Healthier Families
 37. Lifesaving Offering
 38. Reaching the Slums
 39. Church Mobilization

UNITED STATES

 40.  Bread of Life 
 41.  Language Skills 
 42.  An Open Door 
 43.  Make a Connection
 44.  Warm Welcome
 45.  Back to School
 46. Cover Up
 47. Precious Cargo
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$1,000.00
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$42.00
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$10.00
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$40.00

$20.00
$25.00
$30.00
$42.00

$15.00
$30.00

 
$10.00
$12.00
$16.00
$27.00
$50.00
$50.00

$16.00
$20.00
$25.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$40.00

$800.00
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