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Famous Sayings
from the Bible

The English language is peppered with sayings from the Bible. Classic writers
such as William Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, and Mark Twain used many
biblical phrases in their literature. Popular culture has also adopted many of
these phrases. In the following pages, you will enjoy discovering the biblical
context and meaning of many of these phrases, as well as the imprint that
some have left on history.

Note that some entries are direct quotes, while others are paraphrased or
based on biblical language or content. Most of the actual quotations are taken
from the New King James Version or original King James Version, since many
instantly recognizable biblical phrases still use wording from that stately
translation.

A house divided against itself cannot stand

In his earthly ministry, Jesus Christ cast out many demons from downtrodden
people. Unfortunately, there were some religious scribes who believed that
Jesus could cast out demons only because he was possessed by “Beelzebub”
(Satan). Jesus told them, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided
against itself, that house cannot stand” (Mark 3:23-25). In 1858, three years
before the start of the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln referred to this Scripture
passage in a speech: “A house divided against itself cannot stand.’ I believe this
government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free. I do not
expect the Union to be dissolved—I do not expect the house to
fall—but I do expect it will cease to be divided.”

All things to all men
When the apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians
9:22 that he was “all things to all men,” he
meant that he wanted to find common
ground with each person he met so he
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could tell them about Christ. Today the
phrase often suggests that a person is
wishy-washy.

All things work together for good

This phrase comes from Romans 8:28: “We know
that all things work together for good to those who

love God.” It does not mean that only good things will happen to those
who love God, but that God will turn every circumstance in their lives
into something for their good.

Am 1 my brother’s keeper?

In Genesis 4:9, after Eve’s son Cain had killed his brother, Abel, God asked
Cain where Abel was. Cain retorted, “Am 1 my brother’s keeper?” The
expression is often used in any situation where someone is disclaiming
responsibility for another person. The title and theme of Jodi Picoult’s novel
My Sister’s Keeper is a play on this biblical expression.

An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth

According to the law of Moses, the penalty for damaging a person’s eye was
damage to the offender’s eye. Similarly, knocking out a tooth resulted in the
loss of a tooth for the offender (Deut. 19:21). This concept of justice called for
a penalty equal to—but not greater than—the offense. Jesus expanded on this
when he said, “You have heard the law that says the punishment must match
the injury: ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. But 1 say, do not resist
an evil person! ... Give to those who ask, and don’t turn away from those who
want to borrow” (Matt. 5:38-42 NLT).

Beatitudes

Eight concise teachings of Jesus. The word beatitude is from the Latin word
meaning “blessed,” and each of the Beatitudes begins with the word
Blessed. These statements take common wisdom and turn it
upside down to show that human perspective is usually
different from God’s: “Blessed are the meek, for they will

inherit the earth.... Blessed are the peacemakers, for

they will be called children of God” (Matt. 5:5, 9 N1V).
People who are meek are usually shoved aside by
those who are powerful, but Jesus was teaching that
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meekness is of higher value than worldly power. Great warriors and generals
have always captured the respect and admiration of people, but Jesus was
pointing out that peacemaking is one of the highest virtues.

Beat their swords into plowshares

This description of the climax of earthly history is found in Isaiah 2:4 and
Micah 4:3: “They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they
train for war anymore” (N1v). This means that weapons of war will no longer
be needed; instead, they will be changed into tools used in peaceful life. The
prophet Joel turns this phrase around when he warns the nations about “the
day of the LorD” (Joel 3:14), when God will judge them for how they treated
his people, Israel: “Beat your plowshares into
swords and your pruning hooks into spears”
(verse 10). In other words, “Get ready! Do not be
complacent, and prepare to meet God.”

Be fruitful and multiply

These were God’s instructions to Adam and
Eve, the first humans he created, telling them
to populate the earth (Gen. 1:28). God gave the
same instructions to Noah and his family after
the great flood (Gen. 9:1).

Behold, I stand at the door
and knock

The complete verse reads, “Behold, I stand at
the door, and knock. If anyone hears My voice
and opens the door, | will come in to him and
dine with him, and he with Me” (Rev. 3:20). The phrase is a metaphor for Jesus
wanting to enter a person’s life and have fellowship with him or her.

Blind leading the blind

Jesus said that many in the religious group known as the Pharisees were “blind
guides” (Matt. 15:14 N1v), meaning they were spiritually blind. He also said,
“Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into a pit?” (Luke 6:39 N1v).
Jesus meant that people should be careful not to follow leaders who are
themselves spiritually blind.

3

www.hendricksonrose.com ©2024 Rose Publishing
Permission granted to the original purchaser to print out. It is illegal to sell, email, replicate, duplicate, or post any part of
this on the Internet. Download catalog and sign up for Rose Bible e-Charts at www.hendricksonrose.com

Title: Famous Sayings from the Bible  Product Code: 02460  ISBN: 9798400502460

(1]

RS

PUBLISHIN

@


http://www.rose-publishing.com

	Front Cover
	Main Content

