


“Familiarity not only with the Hebrew Bible but also with a wide range of early 
Jewish writings, in several languages, is now essential to the study of early 
Christology. For that purpose this is a superb reference work. I wish it had been 
available to me when I did my earlier research and will certainly have it to hand 
as I pursue further work in this area.”

—RICHARD BAUCKHAM, Emeritus Professor of  
New Testament, University of St Andrews  

and Senior Scholar at Ridley Hall (Cambridge)

“Greg Lanier has put together an invaluable collection of texts and translations 
about messianic figures in antiquity. There is no resource comparable to this 
one and no better tool for the study of Jewish and Christian messianism. This 
is a must-have volume for anyone involved in serious or scholarly study of 
messianism in the ancient world.”

—MICHAEL F. BIRD, Academic Dean and Lecturer in  
Theology, Ridley College (Melbourne, Australia)

“Gregory Lanier has assembled a magnificent sourcebook of all the texts that 
have been regarded as messianic from the Bible, Second Temple sources, 
Targum, Midrash, and even inscriptions. He has provided texts, translations, 
and basic notes. In an age of rampant transliteration, he uses the original 
scripts not only for Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, but also for Ethiopic, Syriac, 
and Coptic. A special feature of the book is the attention to metaphors that 
are not obviously messianic but have often acquired messianic overtones. 
This is a marvelous resource for scholars and students. It lays out the relevant 
information without prejudicing the interpretation.”

—JOHN J. COLLINS, Holmes Professor of Old Testament  
Criticism and Interpretation, Yale Divinity School

“Gregory Lanier’s Corpus Christologicum is the critical reference tool that New 
Testament scholars and students for decades have waited for. The book is 
beautifully and efficiently laid out. All of the relevant texts are presented in 
original language and English translation and are accompanied by brief notes 
and bibliography. This wonderful resource will greatly facilitate studies in 
Jewish messianism and early Christology. Highly recommended!”

—CRAIG A. EVANS, John Bisagno Distinguished Professor  
of Christian Origins, Houston Baptist University



“Lanier’s collection of material here is marvelous in its range, and will be hugely 
beneficial to students and scholars. The various indexes mean that a mass of 
relevant information can be found very quickly. I know I will come back to this 
book again and again.”

—SIMON GATHERCOLE, Professor of New Testament  
and Early Christianity, University of Cambridge

“ ‘Read the primary sources first, and study them carefully.’ That is a mantra I 
was taught and one that I try to live by as a researcher. So, I consider Corpus 
Christologicum a special gift to students of early Judaism, the New Testament, 
and early Christianity. This is one of those kinds of books you keep close at 
hand and open often. I know I will.”

—NIJAY K. GUPTA, Professor of  
New Testament, Northern Seminary

“This book represents a herculean effort on the part of Gregory Lanier, who 
has collected and retranslated virtually all the primary texts pertinent to early 
Jewish and Christian messianism. The final product is a gold mine for students 
and researchers: hundreds of primary texts, in seven ancient languages, with 
facing translations and text-critical notes, thoroughly cross-indexed, and all 
in a single volume. Congratulations and thanks to Lanier for this outstanding 
reference tool.”

—MATTHEW V. NOVENSON, Senior Lecturer in New Testament  
and Christian Origins, University of Edinburgh

“I highly recommend Gregory Lanier’s Corpus Christologicum as a rich resource 
for the study of ancient passages relevant to messianism and Christology. 
The nearly 300 texts he includes and the form in which he presents them 
should make the book the starting point for work in this lively field of study. 
In the compendium, he presents the texts in the languages in which they 
have survived, supplies facing English translations, and adds brief notes and 
bibliographies. An indexed system of tags is a bonus feature that makes the 
sizable volume easily searchable.”

—JAMES C. VANDERKAM, John A. O’Brien Professor of  
Hebrew Scriptures (Emeritus), University of Notre Dame



“Gregory R. Lanier’s Corpus Christologicum offers something quite unique. 
It presents a compendium of important texts relating to the study of early 
Christology and Jewish messianism that have not, until now, been gathered 
into a single volume. Passages are brought together from the Hebrew Bible, 
the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Apocrypha, the Pseudepigrapha, Philo, Josephus, 
and a selection of other early Christian and rabbinic texts. Not only that, but 
Lanier also presents fresh translations of the relevant texts, together with 
text-critical annotations. In short, the selection of sources is well considered, 
the commentary sharp and helpful, and the textual apparatus clearly laid 
out. The numerous references provided offer useful springboards to more 
specific scholarly analysis. He therefore amply succeeds, as he expressly 
desires, in providing a ‘starting point for any future scholarly research on 
Jewish messianism and early Christology.’ There is nothing else like this on the 
market. Thank you, Lanier, for providing this exceptional resource!”

—CHRIS TILLING, Graduate Tutor and Senior Lecturer in  
New Testament Studies, St Mellitus College (London)
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Introduction

The question of the “Messiah” has been at the forefront of the ecclesiastical 
and scholarly study of the religious writings of Judaism and Christianity 
for centuries. Recent decades have seen an explosion of research on Second 
Temple Jewish messianism and the roots of early Christology. From modern-
day classics like James D. G. Dunn’s Christology in the Making, Larry Hurtado’s 
Lord Jesus Christ, Richard Bauckham’s God Crucified, John J. Collins’ The 
Scepter and the Star, and William Horbury’s Jewish Messianism and the Cult 
of Christ to more recent works by Boyarin, Fletcher-Louis, Gathercole, Kirk, 
McGrath, Segal, and a host of others, the field of research is alive and well.

Essential to all these efforts is the study of the Second Temple Jewish 
conceptual world—e.g., expectations of eschatological deliverers, wisdom 
speculation, angelology—as reflected in extant sources from the period. 
Indeed, the raw material for everyone working on Jewish messianism and 
early Christology is the rich set of texts preserved from the time periods prior 
to, contemporary with, and shortly after the first-century production of the 
New Testament. One cannot get very far into any monograph or journal article 
on the development of, say, Davidic messianic ideology without encountering 
a whole stream of references to writings from Qumran, the Targums, the 
Pseudepigrapha, and so on. In short, the interpretation, reinterpretation, and 
comparison of key texts is the air one breathes in this field.

However, it is precisely this robust text orientation that presents us with 
immense challenges. First, the library of relevant sources is extensive in quantity 
(hundreds), socio-religious provenance (from Alexandria to Qumran, from 
Philo to the Essenes), and language (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, Syriac, Ethiopic, 
Coptic, Latin, Samaritan, Slavonic, Armenian, and Georgian).

Second, the most readily accessible forms of these writings are those found 
in a modern language (typically English), such as R. H. Charles’ century-old 
edition of the Old Testament Pseudepigrapha and its modern revision edited 
by James H. Charlesworth; multiple translations of the Dead Sea Scrolls; the 
Revised Standard Version for most of the so-called Apocrypha; and a variety of 
editions of rabbinic writings. While these translations are wonderful resources, 
they present a problem to the researcher: due to the plurality of translation 
approaches—and with them, certain viewpoints on how to translate debated 
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terminology—it is often difficult to trace words and themes across the disparate 
corpora. The word and phrase translated “Messiah” and “Son of Man” by one 
scholar for one Jewish writing may be translated “anointed one” and “human” 
by another for a different writing.

The solution to this second challenge—namely, reverting to the original 
languages—immediately surfaces a third: accessing the primary sources and 
important textual variants. For the vast majority of these writings, the critical 
editions are scattered across large and costly editions, such as the Discoveries 
in the Judaean Desert series or the Pseudepigrapha Veteris Testamenti Graece. 
Few scholars have quick access to all such materials, let alone time to track 
them down. (Indeed, for this volume nearly 250 such sources were required.)
The present volume aims to resolve some of these challenges and fill a 
significant lacuna for researchers in the field. It seeks not to survey a small 
collection of writings and construct yet another hypothesis about, say, dual 
messianism at Qumran; there are sufficient works dedicated to such topics. 
Rather, it aims to do something more basic. It aggregates essentially all the 
relevant passages that regularly feature in research on Jewish messianism and 
early Christology and presents them in their extant languages (with key textual 
variants provided) alongside a new translation that aims for consistency across 
corpora and languages. The passages range across six key categories: 

•	 Hebrew Bible (and versions)

•	 Dead Sea Scrolls (and related literature)

•	 Apocrypha (or Deuterocanon)

•	 Pseudepigrapha

•	 Philo and Josephus

•	 Select rabbinic and early Christian writings

As described further below, this volume also provides brief commentary to 
orient the reader to the importance of a given passage, references to primary 
and secondary sources, and, importantly, a “tagging” system that allows readers 
to trace themes across passages.

In short, this volume aims to be a fresh starting point for any future 
scholarly research on Jewish messianism and early Christology.

*  *  *  *  *
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I would like to thank Michael Farrell, the librarian at Reformed Theologial 
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Overview of Textual Presentation

To orient the reader to the manner in which each passage is presented, a 
sample page is provided below, followed by a description of each component.
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Selection of Sources

Central to this effort is, of course, the scope and selection of sources. This 
collection focuses on passages that are regularly referenced in academic work 
involving Messiah figures, angelic and patriarchal intermediaries, “wisdom” 
and “word” as divine hypostases or personifications, eschatological priests and 
prophets, and so forth. Not all ancient Jewish texts address such things, but this 
volume tries to canvas the ones that do. It does not reproduce the entirety of 
any given text, but only portions—with sufficient surrounding context—that 
contain material deemed important for understanding the ancient conceptual 
world of interest to scholars of Jewish messianism and early Christology.

A perennial question within the field is that of setting chronological 
boundaries, given that the dating—and, in turn, relevance—of many postbiblical 
sources remains disputed. Moreover, some writings (e.g., Testaments of the 
Twelve Patriarchs) blend Jewish and later Christian influences, and many 
writings are only extant in manuscripts that were copied centuries after their 
original composition. 

Rather than take a hard stance on what “counts” as reflecting earlier 
strata of Jewish or Christian beliefs, this volume intentionally errs on the side 
of inclusivity—allowing readers to make their own decisions about dating, 
provenance, and (later) interpolations/redactions. One reader may find a given 
passage to be too late to be relevant, while another may see it as reflecting an 
earlier strand of tradition; this volume serves its purpose either way.

This collection of approximately three hundred discrete passages spans 
six categories of writings: 

Hebrew Bible and Versions
Thirty-nine passages are drawn from the Hebrew Bible, and they are provided 
not only in Hebrew but also in the forms in which they appear in Greek 
(Septuagint, Old Greek, and Theodotion, as relevant) and in the Aramaic 
Targums (Onqelos, Neofiti, Jonathan, Pseudo-Jonathan, Fragmentary and 
other Targums). Where deemed helpful, the textual apparatus also lists 
variant readings from later Greek translators, the Vulgate, the biblical scrolls 
of Qumran, and the Peshitta.

These thirty-nine passages have been included in this book because their 
daughter versions feature some kind of interpretive expansions or glosses 
of interest to scholars, such as “messianization” (taking an original passage 
and making it more messianic), expanded treatments of exalted patriarchs, 
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heightened involvement of the “wisdom” or “word” (e.g., ממרא/Memra) of 
God, and so forth.

Moreover, ten additional passages that regularly feature in discussions of 
Jewish messianism and early Christology—but for which the textual tradition 
is more or less stable—have also been included, and have been bundled 
together into a single entry in English only ([§40]).

These passages are sequenced according to the canonical order found in 
the English Bible (for the sake of simplicity; the Hebrew or another ordering 
could have just as easily been followed), though the Hebrew verse numbering 
is followed, with Septuagint differences indicated within brackets.

Dead Sea Scrolls
Forty-two passages are drawn from the sectarian/non-biblical scrolls found 
at Qumran, with the occasional inclusion of related writings found at Masada 
and elsewhere. These texts are regularly featured in discussions of messianism, 
angelomorphic humanity, eschatological teachers or priests, and exalted 
patriarchs. They are sequenced according to their listing in García Martínez/
Tigchelaar 2000.

Apocrypha
Twenty-five passages are drawn from the writings commonly known as the 
Apocrypha or Deuterocanon. Where possible, the Greek versions of these 
sources are supplemented by the findings from Qumran, the Cairo Genizah, 
or later textual traditions (e.g., Syriac). They are sequenced according to 
the Revised Standard Version (1971), with the exception that 4 Maccabees is 
included in the Pseudepigrapha.

Pseudepigrapha
One hundred and two passages are included from the loose collection of 
writings commonly known as the Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. Though the 
label and boundaries of this corpus remain debated—i.e., some argue there is 
no real difference between them and the Dead Sea Scrolls or Apocrypha—the 
traditional terminology has been retained here since it is customary in the 
field. The date and origin of many of these writings or portions thereof (e.g., 
1 Enoch) are especially disputed, particularly with regard to their relevance to 
early Judaism and Christianity. This collection simply presents the passages 
that appear most regularly in the scholarly literature and, in turn, allows the 
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reader to make an independent judgment on their relevance. Their sequencing 
follows Charlesworth 2010.

Philo and Josephus
Thirty-eight passages are drawn from the extant writings of Philo of Alexandria 
(ca. 20 BCE to 50 CE) and Flavius Josephus (ca. 37 to 100 CE). These writers 
represent a first-century strand of Judaism that was informed by Hellenism to 
some degree. Due to the immense corpus of Philo’s writings in particular—and 
especially given his profuse use of key words like “word” (λόγος/logos)—only 
excerpts that were deemed the most important for this volume’s purposes have 
been included. The passages are sequenced alphabetically by title; for Josephus 
both standard conventions for verse referencing are provided.

Other Jewish and Early Christian Writings
Determining where to draw the line on inclusion is particularly difficult 
once one moves beyond the first century. For instance, it is well known that 
most rabbinic sources were codified centuries later but may contain much 
earlier traditions. There is no non-controversial way, then, to determine what 
to include and what to exclude. This volume includes forty-eight passages 
(arranged in thirty-seven entries) drawn from the Mishnah, Talmuds, 
midrashic literature, Cairo Genizah, and early Christian writers; they have 
been selected because they feature regularly in discussions about messianic 
ideology, exalted patriarchs, the “Son of Man,” and so on.

Commentary

Each passage is accompanied by a short description that orients the reader to 
the basic content of the text and, where needed, provides clarification about 
why it is considered important by scholars of Jewish messianism and early 
Christology. These commentaries are intentionally brief, as the purpose of 
this volume is to provide access to the texts themselves rather than develop a 
thesis regarding the interpretation of each of them. 

In addition, cross-references are selectively provided, when it is deemed 
helpful to point the reader to a similar passage or to a text from the Hebrew 
Bible that is being quoted in the passage at hand. Such cross references are 
provided in bold (sometimes in abbreviated form for concision’s sake), along 
with the section number of the referenced passage: e.g., [§10] Num 24:7–17.
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Text, Translation, and Apparatus

The essence of this volume lies in its presentation of primary texts. The 
original languages in which texts are provided are Greek (36 percent of the 
total), Hebrew (28 percent), Aramaic (18 percent), Latin (7 percent), Ethiopic 
(5 percent), Syriac (3 percent), and Coptic (1 percent). Texts in other languages 
(3 percent), such as Slavonic and Armenian, are provided only in English 
translation.

Text
The primary texts in this volume are compiled from extant critical editions, 
drawing first on sources in the public domain (where available) and 
supplementing with more recent editions. Occasionally independent judgments 
on textual reconstructions have been made. Semitic texts are provided without 
vowel points. The text given is not meant to supplant existing critical editions; 
for deeper study, readers should consult the primary sources directly.

Versification follows the primary edition unless otherwise indicated. In 
general, only the verse or line numbers are provided with the text itself, unless 
chapter/section/column numbers are needed for clarity. In the interest of 
focusing readers’ attention on the primary-source material that is most relevant 
for the purposes of this volume, certain verses or lines have occasionally been 
omitted, which is indicated by means of ellipses. 

Translation
Alongside the presentation of each primary text is an English translation. As the 
goal of this volume is to enable researchers to understand the primary sources 
and compare them more easily, the translations provided are intentionally 
wooden—even isomorphic at times—while remaining readable in English. 
Every effort has been made to translate certain words consistently where 
possible. 

Most controversial is, of course, the translation of terms like משיח/
māšîaḥ (and cognates in other languages). On the whole, the translations opt 
for “Messiah,” while acknowledging that this is the source of much scholarly 
debate. Where “Messiah” does not seem to be appropriate, “Anointed One” or 
similar glosses are used. The choice to capitalize certain words, such as “Son of 
Man,” is also disputed, but on the whole the philosophy adopted here centers 
around consistency and ease of comparative analysis. It is left to the reader to 
make independent judgments using the primary text provided.
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Apparatus

Immediately below the text and translation is a brief apparatus covering 
textual variants, alternative reconstructions or emendations (for fragmentary 
manuscripts), alternative translations, and other pertinent information. 
Corresponding numeric footnotes are inserted in both the primary text and 
the English translation.

The manuscript pool for each writing is, of course, quite diverse, as are 
the sigla used in the critical editions. It would be nearly impossible to develop 
a system to represent actual manuscripts in the text-critical apparatus, since 
letters and numbers are often reused across disparate corpora and even vary 
within them, depending on editors’ preferences. Thus, the apparatus provided 
here simply lists variant readings (omissions, additions, and variations) and 
indicates “one ms” or “some mss” as an admittedly imperfect way of gauging 
the extent of attestation. Readers who need more details for a given variant 
should consult the critical editions.

Moreover, the quantity of textual variants depends on the number of extant 
manuscripts and thus varies substantially across writings. For this reason, only 
select variants are shown—typically those that may impact interpretation.

References

Over 1,200 scholarly sources are represented in some way in this volume. 
At the end of each section is a listing of primary sources (P) and secondary 
sources (S) of relevance to the given passage, the latter of which aims to assist 
users in their own reading and research on a passage.

Sources are provided in Author-Date format (e.g., Lanier 2019), and the 
details for each entry can be found in the appropriate bibliography (“Primary 
Sources” and “Secondary Sources”). For journal articles and essays, only 
the reference to the entire work has been provided, not the page range. For 
monographs, an attempt has been made to provide approximate page ranges 
wherein the given passage is discussed. At times this can be difficult to narrow 
down, however, especially if a particular passage is discussed multiple times by 
an author.

On the whole, biblical commentaries have been excluded insofar as 
there are far too many to canvas in any systematic way. However, specialized 
commentaries (e.g., on 1 Enoch) have been included where possible. For most 
passages, every effort has been made to include the majority of secondary 
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sources that are relevant; for certain frequently discussed passages, such as 
Daniel 7, only a subset of the immense body of research is given.

In contrast to alphabetical order by last name, the references (both Primary 
and Secondary) are listed in reverse chronological order. While alphabetical 
order offers certain benefits, this ordering system allows readers to start with 
more recent research and work backward.

Note that the inclusion of a given secondary source is not intended to 
indicate that the present author has read it from cover to cover; in some cases, 
a source’s abstract, table of contents, and/or indexes have been used to identify 
which passage(s) it discusses and have thus prompted its inclusion in the 
bibliography. 

Thematic Tags

The study of the primary texts within the fields of Jewish messianism and early 
Christology hinges on the ability to make connections among related passages. 

To expedite the process of tracing themes across writings—e.g., 
eschatological priests or stone metaphors—this volume includes five categories 
of thematic “tags,” outlined below. Moreover, the pages that follow present 
indexes organized by tag categories, which list all the passages marked with 
specific tags, thereby allowing a reader to easily study them in order to 
determine their similarities and differences. In many respects, this tagging 
system is one of the most important contributions of this volume, since it 
provides researchers with an unprecedented way to conduct comparative 
analysis (while, hopefully, avoiding “parallelomania”).

Tags within each category are listed alphabetically for a given passage. In 
turn, phrases that correspond to a tag are underlined both in the original text 
provided and in its English translation. For instance, if a passage is tagged for 
discussing a redeemer that plays an “Eschatological Role,” wording such as “in 
the last days” (or the like) would be underlined. 

Epithet
The fields of Jewish messianism and early Christology has long been dominated 
by the study of Jewish parallels to specific “titles” used for Jesus in the New 
Testament. “Title,” however, is increasingly seen as too restrictive; thus, this 
category features a range of designations (epithets) applied to deliverer figures. 
There are sixteen Epithet tags, which are applied when a passage does the 
following:
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Elect/Chosen Uses בחיר, ἐκλογή, or a similar word

Holy/Righteous 
One

Uses ἅγιος, δίκαιος, or a similar word (often 
substantivally) to refer to an individual

King Uses מלך, βασιλεύς, or a similar word

Lord Uses κύριος to refer to someone other than YHWH

Man Uses איש, ἀνήρ, or a similar word in a quasi-titular 
fashion

Messiah Uses משיחא ,משיח, χριστός, or a similar word

Priest Uses כהן, ἱερεύς, or a similar word

Prince Uses שר ,נשיא, princeps, or a similar word

Prophet Uses נביא, προφήτης, or a similar word

Ruler Uses משל, ἄρχω, or a similar word (often substantivally)

Savior Uses ישע, σωτήρ, or a similar word

Son of God Uses ברה די אל, υἱὸς τοῦ θεοῦ, or a similar locution

Son (of God) Uses בר ,בן, υἱός, or a similar word, the designee clearly 
being the “son” of God, though “God” is not specifically 
used

Son of Man Uses בר אנש, υἱὸς ἀνθρώπου, or a similar locution

Teacher/
Interpreter

Uses דורש התורה or a similar locution 

(Deliverer) Does not use any of the above epithets, but the passage 
clearly features an eschatological redeemer of some kind

Hypostasis
Regularly in the study of the development of Christology, scholars appeal to 
sources that appear to use vocabulary like “word” (λόγος) or “wisdom” (σοφία) 
as divine “hypostases” (which have quasi-independent existence from God), 
considering them influences on early Christian thinking about Jesus (e.g., 
John 1:1–18). Though many scholars now describe these as “personifications” 
of God, the conventional label has been adopted here for ease of reference 
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and consistency, without prejudging the issue. There are four Hypostasis tags, 
which are applied when a passage does the following:

Name Depicts the “name” of God as actively doing things

Voice Depicts the “voice” of God as actively doing things

Wisdom Depicts the “wisdom” (e.g., חכמה, σοφία) of God as 
actively doing things

Word Depicts the “word” (e.g., ממרא, λόγος) of God as 
actively doing things

Figure
Two strands of research deal with exalted mediator figures. One focuses on 
the portrayal of angels that play a role in exercising rule or interceding for 
humans; many see such ideas as shaping “angelomorphic” Christology. The 
second focuses on portrayals of patriarchs as being transformed, dwelling in 
heaven, ruling on a throne, and the like; such exalted patriarchs are considered 
to inform an “idealized human” Christology. There are twelve Figure tags, 
which are applied when a passage does the following:

Angel Portrays an angel (e.g., Michael, Yahoel, etc.) in a highly 
exalted way

(frequently 
mentioned 
patriarchs)

Portrays the exaltation or transformation of Abraham, 
Adam, Elijah, Enoch, Jacob, Joseph, Judah, Levi, 
Melchizedek, or Moses

Other Portrays the exaltation or transformation of other figures 
(infrequently), such as Abel, Eleazar, Job, Shem, or Taxo

Metaphor
A more recent feature in scholarship on Jewish messianism and early Chris
tology places emphasis on a number of Old Testament metaphors that, over 
time, became applied on a reasonably consistent basis to eschatological 
deliverers of various sorts. There are nine such Metaphor tags, which are 
applied when a passage does the following:
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Horn Uses the image of an animal “horn” (קרן, κέρας) or 
“horn”-of-anointing to describe a deliverer

Lion Uses a lion metaphor to describe a deliverer

Scepter/Rod Uses the image of a “scepter” or “rod” (שבט, ῥάβδος, or 
a similar word), whether literally or metaphorically, to 
describe a deliverer

Shepherd Uses a shepherd/sheep metaphor to describe a deliverer

Sprout/Branch Uses agricultural terminology for a plant that grows 
forth (חטר ,צמח, or a similar word) to describe a 
deliverer

Star Uses the image of a star (כוכב, ἀστήρ, or similar) to 
describe a deliverer

Stone/Rock Uses the image of a stone (אבן, λίθος), or a similar meta
phor, to describe a deliverer or an eschatological situation

Stump/Root Uses agricultural terminology for a stump (גזע or a 
similar word) to refer to the lineage of a deliverer

Sun/Light Uses the vocabulary of shining, sunlight, or illumination 
to describe either a deliverer himself or his arrival

Attribute
Lastly, an assortment of tags capture various characteristics of the deliverer, 
hypostasis, or mediator figure as well as the passage’s context (e.g., creation, 
salvation, judgment, etc.). There are thirty such Attribute tags, which are 
applied when a passage does the following:

Angelic Describes someone as having the features of an angel

Anointing Describes someone being anointed, though without the 
specific epithet being used (cf. the “Messiah” tag, above)

Atonement/
Intercession

Describes someone atoning for sins or playing an 
intermediary role in the prayers of the people

Battle Describes someone playing a prominent role in battle
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Bring Peace Describes someone facilitating the arrival of peace

Cosmic Role Describes someone’s involvement in creation

Covenant Describes a situation in which God’s covenant is in view

Davidic Describes someone as descending from David or refers 
to the importance of David himself

Deliverance Describes (using a variety of vocabulary) someone 
playing an active role in bringing salvation to others

Eschatological 
Role

Describes someone playing a decisive end-times role 
(this tag is often used alongside other tags that clarify 
the type of role)

Glorified/
Worshiped

Describes someone receiving some kind of honor or 
veneration from others

Heavenly 
Dwelling

Describes someone dwelling in or ascending to the 
heavenly realm, in contrast to earth

Image Employs the vocabulary of “image” (such as “image of 
God”) in reference to someone

Impart 
Wisdom

Describes someone giving wisdom or instructing others

Judgment Describes someone playing a direct role in end-times 
judgment or the punishment of evildoers

Kingdom Describes someone possessing a kingdom or playing a 
role in God’s kingdom

Nations Makes specific reference to the impact a Messiah figure 
has on Gentiles or nations

Preexistence Describes someone as possessing some form of 
existence prior to creation or their coming to earth

Reveal/Appear Describes someone’s sudden appearing or coming forth, 
typically in an eschatological timeframe

Righteousness Describes someone who possesses righteousness (as 
distinct from the “Holy/Righteous One” tag, above)

Rule Describes how someone exercises dominion over 
others, or refers to obedience given to a leader by others
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Sent Describes someone who has specifically been sent forth 
by God

Sonship/
Firstborn

Uses heightened filial, begetting, or firstborn language, 
though without the full “Son” epithet(s), above

Spirit Describes the sending of the Holy Spirit or how 
someone possesses the Spirit in a special way

Suffering/
Death

Depicts a key figure being violently treated, opposed, or 
put to death

Temple/Land Describes the rebuilding of the temple or the return of 
Jews to the land, often due to someone’s eschatological 
work

Throne Describes someone sitting on a royal throne

Torah/
Revelation

Describes how someone reveals or teaches the Torah to 
others

Transcendence Describes, in a variety of ways, how someone possesses 
exalted status over other humans

Transformation Describes how someone undergoes a personal or visible 
transformation, particularly during a heavenly ascent



Indexes

Numerous indexes are provided below to assist the reader in navigating the 
passages contained in this volume. The first presents all passages numbered 
sequentially. Subsequently, tag-based indexes provide the passages that 
share a given tag, segmented according to the five categories of tags (Epithet, 
Hypostasis, Figure, Metaphor, and Attribute).

In the interest avoiding redundancy and clutter, page numbers are not 
provided. The inclusion of a passage’s sequential number (e.g., §243) will 
readily facilitate looking it up.
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[§19] Ps 118[117]:22–23
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[§25] Isa 8:13–15; 28:16

[§26] Isa 9:1–6
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[§47] 1Q28b/Sb 5.20–29

[§48] 1QM 11.3–8

[§49] 1QM 17.5–9
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[§153] Apoc. Ab. 17:1–18:8

[§190] Ascen. Isa. 9:1–36

[§208] Aristob. Frags. 3–4

[§224] Philo, Migr. 47–49
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[§11] Deut 30:2–4

[§89] Wis 18:13–16
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[§125] 1 En. 106:1–12

[§126] 2 En. 22:6–24:3

[§129] 2 En. 50:1–3; 64:1–5

[§156] Apoc. El. (Copt.) 2:6–8; 5:32
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Lion
[§5] Gen 49:8–12

[§10] Num 24:7–17

[§47] 1Q28b/Sb 5.20–29
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[§32] Ezek 34:22–29; 37:24–26

[§34] Dan 7:9–27

[§36] Mic 5:1–3[2–4]

[§38] Zech 4:2–14

[§40] Additional HB Passages

[§42] Aramaic Levi Document 4.1–5.8

[§45] 1Q28a/Sa 2.11–21

[§47] 1Q28b/Sb 5.20–29

[§48] 1QM 11.3–8

[§49] 1QM 17.5–9

[§52] 4Q161/pIsaa f8–10 3.11–24

[§55] 4Q246 1.1–2.9

[§56] 4Q252/PBless 5.1–5
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[§63] 4Q369 f1 2.1–12

[§81] 11Q5 28.3–13 ◆ Ps 151:1–8

[§89] Wis 18:13–16

[§105] 1 Macc 14:30–42

[§113] 1 En. 46:1–6

[§115] 1 En. 52:1–55:4

[§118] 1 En. 62:1–63:11

[§121] 1 En. 71:1–17

[§127] 2 En. 30:10–16

[§130] 2 En. 71:21–37

[§133] Sib. Or. 3:46–54

[§138] Sib. Or. 5:414–433

[§141] 4 Ezra 5:1–10

[§144] 4 Ezra 13:3–52

[§148] 2 Bar. 39:5–40:3

[§149] 2 Bar. 70:9–73:2

[§157] T. Reub. 6:7–12

[§158] T. Sim. 7:1–3

[§167] T. Jud. 24:1–6

[§168] T. Iss. 5:6–8

[§169] T. Dan 5:8–13

[§171] T. Naph. 5:1–8

[§175] T. Ben. 11:2–4

[§181] T. Mos./As. Mos. 6:1–9

[§187] Jub. 31:11–20

[§189] Jub. 40:5–8

[§191] Jos. Asen. 5:4–6:6

[§192] Jos. Asen. 13:10–14:10

[§199] Ps.-Philo/LAB 49:7–51:7

[§203] Pss. Sol. 17:4–40

[§207] Ezek. Trag. 66–89

[§210] Philo, Agr. 51

[§217] Philo, Fug. 108–112

[§225] Philo, Mos. 1.155–158

[§226] Philo, Mos. 1.289–291

[§234] Philo, Sacr. 8–9

[§247] Josephus, J.W. 6.5.4

[§262] Gen. Rab. 98.8–9

[§263] Num. Rab. 13.14

[§264] Pesiq. Rab. 34.1–37.3

[§265] Midr. Teh. 3.5 ◆ Lam. Rab. 2.6

[§268] Hec. Ab., Frag.

[§275] Songs of David 1.15–23

[§282] Justin, Dial. 76–126

Sent
[§8] Exod 23:20–22

[§9] Exod 40:9–11

[§21] Prov 1:20–30

[§28] Isa 19:20

[§77] 4Q541 f9 1.2–7

[§78] 4Q558 f51 2.2–8

[§86] Wis 7:22–8:1

[§87] Wis 9:8–12

[§134] Sib. Or. 3:286–294

[§135] Sib. Or. 3:652–672

[§136] Sib. Or. 5:93–110

[§146] Apoc. Sed. 2:1–4
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[§155] Apoc. Ab. 31:1–7

[§205] Prayer of Joseph

[§278] Gabriel’s Revelation A.16–B.81

[§280] Apoc. Shem 55–57
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[§18] Ps 110[109]:1–4
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[§26] Isa 9:1–6

[§27] Isa 11:1–10
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[§220] Philo, Leg. 1.31–32

[§221] Philo, Leg. 1.43–65

[§252] b. Sukkah 52a

[§272] Ṣemaḥ Inscriptions

[§284] Patristic “Son of Man” Sayings

Spirit
[§27] Isa 11:1–10

[§40] Additional HB Passages

[§47] 1Q28b/Sb 5.20–29

[§52] 4Q161/pIsaa f8–10 3.11–24

[§75] 4Q521 f2 2.1–13

[§80] 11Q5 27.2–11
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[§140] Apoc. Zeph. Frag. A
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[§167] T. Jud. 24:1–6
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[§14] Ps 2:1–9

[§30] Lam 4:20–22

[§39] Zech 12:8–10

[§40] Additional HB Passages

[§62] 4Q285 f4 1–10; f7 1–6

[§73] Self-Glorification Hymn

[§77] 4Q541 f9 1.2–7

[§84] Wis 2:12–20; 5:1–5

[§107] 2 Macc 7:36–38

[§142] 4 Ezra 7:26–34
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[§154] Apoc. Ab. 29:1–19

[§164] T. Levi 17:2–5

[§182] T. Mos./As. Mos. 9:1–10:3

[§202] 4 Macc 17:20–22

[§252] b. Sukkah 52a

[§264] Pesiq. Rab. 34.1–37.3

Temple/Land
[§5] Gen 49:8–12

[§25] Isa 8:13–15; 28:16

[§32] Ezek 34:22–29; 37:24–26

[§37] Zech 3:7–9; 6:11–13

[§40] Additional HB Passages

[§43] 1Q28/S 8.1–11

[§46] 1Q28b/Sb 4.22–28

[§53] 4Q174/Flor f1–2 1.10–19

[§73] Self-Glorification Hymn

[§74] 4Q504 f1–2 4.2–14

[§80] 11Q5 27.2–11

[§83] Tob 14:4–7

[§96] Sir 47:2–22

[§98] Sir 50:1–11

[§99] Sir 51:12(a–o)

[§104] 1 Macc 4:41–46

[§105] 1 Macc 14:30–42
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[§148] 2 Bar. 39:5–40:3

[§169] T. Dan 5:8–13
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[§251] b. Pesaḥ. 54a ◆ Gen. Rab. 1.4 ◆ 
Pirqe R. El. 3.2–5

[§258] y. Ber. 25b ◆ Lam. Rab. 1.51

[§264] Pesiq. Rab. 34.1–37.3

[§274] Shem. Esreh 14–15

[§275] Songs of David 1.15–23

Throne
[§5] Gen 49:8–12

[§15] Ps 45[44]:2–8

[§20] Ps 132[131]:10–17

[§26] Isa 9:1–6

[§29] Jer 23:5–6; 33:14–18

[§31] Ezek 1:26–28; 8:2–4
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[§50] 1QHa 3.23–32

[§63] 4Q369 f1 2.1–12
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[§73] Self-Glorification Hymn

[§82] 11Q13/Melch 2.1–25
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[§234] Philo, Sacr. 8–9
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[§264] Pesiq. Rab. 34.1–37.3

[§266] Tanḥ. 6.20.1

[§270] Memar Marqa 1.1–6.11
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Transformation
[§3] Gen 5:24

[§94] Sir 44:16; 49:14

[§98] Sir 50:1–11

[§120] 1 En. 69:26–70:3

[§121] 1 En. 71:1–17

[§125] 1 En. 106:1–12
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[§171] T. Naph. 5:1–8
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Abbreviations and Key

The following abbreviations are used. The abbreviated titles and versification of 
each primary source follow the second edition of The SBL Handbook of Style (2014). 
All other commonly abbreviated phrases (e.g., titles of academic monograph 
series or journals) are provided in full, specifically in the Reference lists.

Aq Aquila MT Masoretic text

Aram. Aramaic Neof. Neofiti

Armen. Armenian NT New Testament

Copt. Coptic OG Old Greek

Eth. Ethiopic Onq. Onqelos

Frg. Fragmentary [as in 
“Frg. Tg.”]

Ps.-Jon. Pseudo-Jonathan

Gk. Greek [#]Q[#] Qumran scroll

HB Hebrew Bible Slav. Slavonic

Heb. Hebrew Sym Symmachus

Jon. Jonathan Syr. Syriac

Lat. Latin Tg(s). Targum(s)

LXX Septuagint Theod Theodotion

Mas Masada scroll Vg. Vulgate

ms(s) Manuscript(s)

The following table provides a key to the annotations used for the presentation 
of the primary text, translation, and apparatus for each passage.

◆ Distinguishes the independent witnesses to the same passage 
(e.g., a Qumran version and a Greek version of Sirach)
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 Wording in a text and/or translation corresponding to a tag משיח
(only the key words in English are underlined, even if the 
source language includes other words as prefixes/suffixes; e.g., 
(”would be represented in English as “and the prophet והנביא

ital Variation to the base Hebrew text in a Targum (in the English 
translation), or a transliteration 

[…] Gap or illegible portion of a manuscript

[abc] Conjectural reconstruction of a missing portion of text

 Uncertain reconstruction of letters due to difficulty reading a דבר
manuscript

Erasure by a scribe דבר

דבר Text written above the line or in the margins
… Ellision of verse(s)

| Marker for text-critical or other information (to the right) 
provided for a given lemma in the base text (to the left)

+ Addition of wording (to the given lemma) in a textual witness

omit Omission of the given lemma in a textual witness 

λόγος1 Indication of text-critical or other information provided in the 
apparatus at the corresponding number

no change Indicates that the textual variant provided—though important 
to note—would not have a discernible impact on the 
translation provided

For textual variants listed in the apparatus that lack “+” or “omit” (see above), 
the wording given to the right of the | marker is to be understood as standing in 
the place of the full lemma text (to the left of the | marker) in a textual witness. 
Multiple such variant readings are separated with semicolons. To illustrate:

	 Text 	 … παραπτώματος ἰδίου1

	 Apparatus 	 1. ἰδίου | αιδιου (“eternal”), one ms

In this case, one ms reads παραπτώματος ἀϊδίου (“eternal transgression”), 
while all other mss read “his own transgression.”



Hebrew Bible and Versions

[§1] Gen 1:1–3

[§2] Gen 3:15

[§3] Gen 5:24

[§4] Gen 28:12

[§5] Gen 49:8–12

[§6] Exod 7:1–2

[§7] Exod 12:41–42

[§8] Exod 23:20–22

[§9] Exod 40:9–11

[§10] Num 24:7–17

[§11] Deut 30:2–4

[§12] Deut 33:4–5

[§13] Deut 33:16–17

[§14] Ps 2:1–9

[§15] Ps 45[44]:2–8

[§16] Ps 72[71]:1–17

[§17] Ps 92[91]:10–12

[§18] Ps 110[109]:1–4

[§19] Ps 118[117]:22–23

[§20] Ps 132[131]:10–17

[§21] Prov 1:20–30

[§22] Prov 8:1–31

[§23] Song 4:5

[§24] Isa 4:2–4

[§25] Isa 8:13–15; 28:16

[§26] Isa 9:1–6

[§27] Isa 11:1–10

[§28] Isa 19:20

[§29] Jer 23:5–6; 33:14–18

[§30] Lam 4:20–22

[§31] Ezek 1:26–28; 8:2–4

[§32] Ezek 34:22–29; 37:24–26

[§33] Dan 2:44–45

[§34] Dan 7:9–27

[§35] Amos 4:12–13

[§36] Mic 5:1–3[2–4]

[§37] Zech 3:7–9; 6:11–13

[§38] Zech 4:2–14

[§39] Zech 12:8–10

[§40] Additional HB Passages

[a] Gen 14:18

[b] Deut 18:15–18

[c] 1 Sam 2:1–10

[d] 2 Sam 7:8–14

[e] Ps 18[17]:50–51

[f] Ps 89[88]:4–51

[g] Isa 42:1–6; 49:6; 52:13–53:6; 61:1

[h] Amos 9:11–12

[i] Zech 9:9–10

[j] Mal 3:1–24 
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[§1] Gen 1:1–3

Hypostasis	 Wisdom, Word
Attribute 	 Cosmic Role, Preexistence

In the creation account, some Tgs. add that “wisdom” or “word” (Memra) 
was God’s instrument in the creative act; some argue this was done to resolve 
a tension arising from the creation of “wisdom” in [§22] Prov 8:1–31. This 
creational role of “word”/“wisdom” is seen by some to reflect traditions that 
were formative for John 1:1–3 (and other NT passages).

Hebrew
1  בראשית ברא אלהים את השמים ואת

הארץ
In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.

2  והארץ היתה תהו ובהו וחשך על פני
 תהום ורוח אלהים מרחפת על פני

המים

And the earth was formless and 
empty, and darkness was over the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of 
God was hovering over the face of 
the waters.

3 ויאמר אלהים יהי אור ויהי אור And God said, “Let there be light.” 
And there was light.

Greek
1 Ἐν ἀρχῇ1 ἐποίησεν2 ὁ θεὸς τὸν 

οὐρανὸν καὶ τὴν γῆν.
In the beginning1 God made2 the 
heaven and the earth.

2 ἡ δὲ γῆ ἦν ἀόρατος καὶ 
ἀκατασκεύαστος,3 καὶ σκότος4 
ἐπάνω τῆς ἀβύσσου, καὶ πνεῦμα 
θεοῦ ἐπεφέρετο ἐπάνω τοῦ ὕδατος.5

But the earth was invisible and 
unformed,3 and darkness4 was above 
the abyss, and the Spirit of God was 
set above the water.5

3 καὶ εἶπεν ὁ θεός Γενηθήτω φῶς.6 καὶ 
ἐγένετο φῶς.

And God said, “Let there be light.”6 
And light came to be.

1.	 Ἐν ἀρχῇ | εν τω κεφαλαιω (“at the principal point”), Aq and some mss

2.	 ἐποίησεν | επλασεν (“formed”), some mss; εκτισεν (“created”), some mss

3.	 ἀόρατος καὶ ἀκατασκεύαστος | κενωμα και ουθεν (“empty and nothing”), some mss

4.	 σκότος | +ην (explicit “was”), some mss
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5.	 τοῦ ὕδατος | των υδατων (“the waters”), some mss

6.	 Γενηθήτω φῶς | Γενεσθω φως (“let light be”), some mss

Tg. Onq.
1 בקדמין ברא יוי ית שמיא וית ארעא In the beginning, the LORD created 

the heavens and the earth.

2  וארעא הות צדיא ורוקניא וחשוכא1
 על אפי תהומא ורוחא מן קדם יוי2

מנשבא3 על אפי מיא

And the earth was deserted and 
empty, and darkness was1 over the 
face of the deep. And wind from 
before the LORD2 blew3 over the face of 
the waters.

3 ואמר יוי יהי נהורא והוה נהורא And the LORD said, “Let there be 
light.” And there was light.

1.	 some mss ,(was spread” or “was separated”; cf. Tg. Neof. below“) פריש+ | וחשוכא

2.	 some mss ,(”of the Lord“) דייי | מן קדם יוי

3.	 some mss ,(no change) מתנשבא | מנשבא

Tg. Ps.-Jon.
1  מן אוולא ברא אלקים ית שמייא וית

ארעא
From the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth.

2  וארעא הוות תהייא ובהיא צריא1 מבני
 נש וריקנייא מן כל בעיר וחשוכא על

 אנפי תהומא ורוח רחמין מן קדם
אלקים מנתבא על אנפי מיא

And the earth was formless and 
empty, desolate1 of people and empty 
of all animals, and darkness was over 
the face of the deep. And a wind of 
mercy from before God blew over the 
face of the waters.

3  ואמר אלקים יהי נהורא לאנהרא
 עלמא2 ומן יד הוה נהורא

And God said, “Let there be light to 
illumine the world.”2 And immediately 
there was light.

1.	 (which is translated here) צדיא Some scholars reconstruct as | צריא

2.	 one ms ,(”above“) עלאה | עלמא



62	 Corpus Christologicum

Tg. Neof.
1  מלקדמין בחכמה ברא דייי1 ושכלל2

ית שמיא וית ארעא
From the beginning, by wisdom the 
Lord1 created and completed2 the 
heavens and the earth.

2  וארעא הוות תהיא ובהיא וצדי מן
 בר נש ומן בעיר וריקנא מן כל פלחן
 צמחין ומן אילנין וחשוכא פריס על

 אפי תהומא ורוח דרחמין מן קדם ייי
הוה מנשבא על אפי מיא

And the earth was formless and 
empty, and desolate of people and 
animals, and empty of all sprouting 
vegetation and trees, and darkness 
was spread over the face of the deep. 
And a wind of mercy from before the 
Lord blew over the face of the waters.

3  ואמר ממרא3 ייי יהוי נהור והות נהור
כגזירת ממריה

And the Memra3 of the Lord said, 
“Let there be light.” And there was 
light, as decreed by the Memra.

1.	  ברא some mss. Some scholars suggest ,(no change) בחוכמתא ברא ייי | בחכמה ברא דייי
 and that it resulted from a (ד due to the) ”can be understood as “the son of the Lord דייי
medieval emendation, while others suggest the original reading was בחכמה ברא מימרה דייי 
(“by wisdom the Memra of the Lord created”) and that Memra accidentally dropped out

2.	  ,has been erased by a later scribe (”and“) ו is read by the main ms, but the שכלל | ושכלל
possibly to accommodate the “son of the Lord” reading discussed in note 1 above

3.	 one ms ,(no change) ממרה | ממרא

Frg. Tg.1

1

…

 בחכמה2 ברא ייי ושכליל ית שמיא וית
ארעא

By wisdom2 the Lord created and 
completed the heavens and the earth.

3  ואמר מימריה דייי יהי נהור והוה נהור
במימריה

And the Memra of the Lord said, “Let 
there be light.” And there was light, 
by the Memra.

1.	 Verse 2 is excluded because it is essentially identical with Tg. Neof., above

2.	 marginal addition ,(”from the beginning“) מן לקדמין+ | בחכמה

P	 BHS; CAL; Tal 2016; Sperber 2004; Díez Macho 1988; 1968; Clarke 1984; Klein 
1980; Wevers 1974

S	 Kirk 2016:48–57; Wróbel 2016; Herring 2013:87–124; McNamara 2010:147–48; 
1992:52–53; Ronning 2010:1–68; M. Shepherd 2008; Boyarin 2001; Maher 1992:16; 
Hayward 1978a; 1974; Muñoz León 1974:144–66; Díez Macho 1963; Box 1933
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[§2] Gen 3:15

Epithet	 King, Messiah
Attribute 	 Battle, Eschatological Role, Torah/Revelation

Promises enmity between the “offspring” of the woman and the “offspring” 
of the serpent, about which there is debate about whether the former should 
be interpreted messianically, particularly in its Heb. and Gk. forms. Some 
Tgs. read the “seed” as a plural for Torah-keeping Jews, but add an explicitly 
eschatological and messianic sense to the whole passage.

Hebrew
15  ואיבה אשית בינך ובין האשה ובין

 זרעך ובין זרעה הוא ישופך ראש
ואתה תשופנו1 עקב

And enmity I will put between you 
and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring. He will 
bruise your head, and you will bruise1 
his heel.

1.	  ”Also possibly translated “will strike,” “will crush,” or “will rub against | תשופנו and ישופך
(the sense of both occurrences of the verb שוף is debated)

Greek
15 καὶ ἔχθραν θήσω ἀνὰ μέσον σου 

καὶ ἀνὰ μέσον1 τῆς γυναικὸς2 καὶ 
ἀνὰ μέσον τοῦ σπέρματός σου καὶ 
ἀνὰ μέσον3 τοῦ σπέρματος αὐτῆς· 
αὐτός σου τηρήσει κεφαλήν, καὶ σὺ 
τηρήσεις4 αὐτοῦ πτέρναν.

And enmity I will put between you 
and1 the woman,2 and between your 
offspring and3 her offspring. He will 
observe your head, and you will 
observe4 his heel.

1.	 ἀνὰ μέσον | omit, some mss; not translated here

2.	 τῆς γυναικός | αυτης (“her”), one ms

3.	 ἀνὰ μέσον | omit, some mss; not translated here

4.	 τηρήσει and τηρήσεις | τηρηση(ς) (no change), some mss; φυλαξει(ς) (“will guard”), some 
mss; προστριψει(ς) (“inflict” or “rub against”), Aq; θλιψει(ς) (“afflict” or “press hard”), Sym 
and some mss; τριψει(ς) (“bruise” or “crush”), one ms
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Tg. Onq.
15  ודבבו אשוי בינך ובין איתתא ובין בנך

 ובין בנהא הוא יהי דכיר1 מא דעבדת
 ליה מלקדמין ואת תהי נטר2 ליה

לסופא3

And enmity I will put between you 
and the woman, and between your 
sons and her sons. He will remember1 
what you did to him from the 
beginning, and you will guard2 against 
him unto the end.3

1.	 some mss ,(”guard against you“) נטר לך | דכיר

2.	 See Tgs. Ps.-Jon. and Neof. below for a different sense of this verb | נטר

3.	 one ms ,(”in the end“) בסופא | לסופא

Tg. Ps.-Jon.
15  ודבבו אישוי בינך ובין איתתא בין

 זרעית בנך ובין זרעית בנהא ויהי כד
 יהוון בנהא דאיתתא נטרין מצוותא

 דאורייתא יהוון מכוונין ומחיין יתך על
 רישך וכד שבקין מצוותא דאורייתא
 תהוי מתכווין ונכית יתהון בעיקביהון

 ברם להון יהי אסו ולך לא יהי אסו
 ועתידין הינון למיעבד שפיותא
בעיקבא1 ביומי מלכא משיחא

And enmity I will put between you 
and the woman, beween the offspring 
of your sons and the offspring of her 
sons. And when the sons of the woman 
become keepers of the commandments 
of the law, they will aim and strike 
you on your head; but when they 
forsake the commandments of the 
law, you will aim and bite them on 
their heels. However, for them there 
will be healing, but for you there will 
be no healing. And they will make 
appeasement for the heel1 in the days 
of King Messiah.

1.	 ”Also possibly translated “in the end | בעיקבא

Tg. Neof.
15  ובעל דבבו אשוי בינך1 ובין איתתה

 ובין בניך ובין בנה ויהוי כד יהוון בניה
 נטרין אורייתא ועבדין פקודייה2 יהוון

 מתכוונין לך ומחיי יתך לראשך וקטלין
יתך

And an enemy I will put between 
you1 and the woman, and between 
your sons and her sons. And when her 
sons become keepers of the law and 
doers of its statutes,2 they will aim at 
you and strike you on your head and 
kill you;
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 וכד יהוון שבקין פקודי דאוריתא3
 תהוי מתכוין ונכת יתיה בעקבה

 וממרע יתיה ברם לבריה יהוי אסו ולך
 חויה לא יהוי אסו דעתידין אינון מעבד

 שפיותיה בעוקבה4 ביומא5 דמלכא
משיחא

but when they forsake the statutes 
of the law,3 you will aim and bite 
them on the heel and make them sick. 
However, for her sons there will be 
healing, but for you, O serpent, there 
will be no healing. And they will make 
appeasement for the heel4 in the day5 
of King Messiah.

1.	 (”between the serpent“) בין חיויא Frg. Tg. reads | בינך

2.	  students of the law and keepers of“) עיין באוריתא ונטרין פיקודיא | נטרין אורייתא ועבדין פקודייה
the statutes”), marginal revision and Frg. Tg. (with minor differences between them)

3.	  are not students of the“) דלא לעיין באוריתא ודלא למטור פיקודיא | שבקין פקודי דאוריתא
law nor keepers of the statutes”), marginal revision and Frg. Tg. (with minor differences 
between them)

4.	  ,this way עקב Also possibly translated “in the end”; Frg. Tg. appears to take | בעוקבה
reading בסוף עקב יומיא (“unto the end of the last of days”), followed by ביומוי דמלכא משיחא 
(“in the days of King Messiah”)

5.	 marginal revision ,(”in the days“) ביומוי | ביומא

P	 BHS; CAL; Tal 2016; Sperber 2004; Díez Macho 1988; 1968; Clarke 1984; Klein 
1980; Wevers 1974

S	 Lanier 2019b; Buisch 2018; S.-Y. Kim 2010:26–30; Rydelnik 2010:129–45; Hayward 
2008; M. Shepherd 2008; Brayford 2007; Hamilton 2007; 2006; Poythress 2007; 
Lust 2004:142–44; Reymond 2003:69–71; Van Groningen 1997:97–115; T. D. 
Alexander 1993; 1989; Maher 1992:27–28; McNamara 1992:61; Alexandre 1988:312–
17; Pérez Fernández 1987; Levey 1974:2–3; Wifall 1974; Vorster 1972; Woudstra 
1971; R. Martin 1965; Laurentin 1954; Rigaux 1954; Schulz 1939
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