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Knowledge Miracles Matt Mark Luke John

1 Jesus knows Nathanael’s character and 
sees him under a fig tree before meeting. 

1:45–50

2 Jesus predicts the temple (his body) will be 
destroyed but raised in three days.

2:19–21

3 Jesus knows what is in people’s hearts  
and minds.

2:24–25

4 Jesus knows a Samaritan woman’s past 
and present, though he had just met her.

4:7–39

5 Jesus knows the Pharisees are secretly 
plotting to kill him.

12:14–15

6 Jesus knows what Simon the Pharisee is 
thinking.

7:36–50

7 Jesus knows the secret evil thoughts of the 
Pharisees.

12:24–25 11:15–17

8 Jesus predicts that Judas will betray him. 6:70–71

9 Jesus predicts his suffering and death in 
Jerusalem and his resurrection on the  
third day.

16:21 8:31 9:22

10 Jesus predicts that he will be killed, then 
raised to life three days later.

17:22–23 9:30–32 9:43–45

11 Jesus predicts that he will be condemned 
and handed over to gentiles to be flogged 
and killed, then he will rise three days later.

20:17–19 10:32–34 18:31–34

12 Jesus knows details about a donkey (in the 
village ahead) to use for his triumphal entry.

21:1–6 11:1–6 19:28–32

13 Jesus says that he will be lifted up in his 
death.

12:31–33

14 Jesus knows the Pharisees are secretly 
trying to trap him.

22:18 12:15 20:23–24

15 Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple 
and Jerusalem.

24:1–2 13:1–2 19:41–44; 
21:5–6

16 Jesus again predicts his crucifixion. 26:1–2

17 Jesus again predicts Judas’s betrayal. 26:21–25 14:18–21 22:21–23 13:18–26

18 Jesus predicts that Peter will disown him 
three times.

26:33–35 14:29–31 22:31–34 13:36–38

19 Jesus again predicts his death and 
resurrection, and the future.

16:16–32

Incarnational Miracles Matt Mark Luke John

1 Virgin Mary becomes pregnant with Jesus 
through the Holy Spirit.

1:18 1:34–35

2 An angel visits Joseph in a dream to explain 
that Mary’s pregnancy is from the Holy Spirit.

1:19–25

3 Virgin Mary gives birth to Jesus in 
Bethlehem.

2:1–7

4 Angels announce the birth of Christ to 
shepherds near Bethlehem.  

2:8–15

5 The star of Bethlehem appears and is 
noticed by the wise men.

2:1–10

6 The wise men are warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod.

2:12

7 An angel visits Joseph in a dream to tell him 
to escape with his family to Egypt.  

2:13–14

8 At Jesus’s baptism, the Spirit descends like 
a dove and Father God speaks from heaven.

3:16–17 1:9–11 3:21–22 1:32–34

9 Jesus walks untouched through an angry 
mob about to throw him off a cliff.

4:28–30

10 Jesus’s appearance is transfigured on a high 
mountain; Elijah and Moses appear.

17:1–7 9:2–8 9:28–36

11 Darkness falls at midday during Jesus’s 
crucifixion and lasts for three hours.

27:45 15:33 23:44

12 When Jesus dies on the cross, the temple 
curtain tears in half, the earth shakes, and 
saints come back to life.

27:50–53 15:37–38 23:45–46

13 Jesus rises from the dead. Angels at the 
empty tomb announce that he has risen.

28:1–10 16:1–8 24:1–12 20:1–10

14 Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene near the 
empty tomb.

16:9–11 20:11–18

15 Jesus appears to two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus and vanishes when they 
recognize him. 

16:12–13 24:13–35

16 Jesus appears to his disciples multiple 
times, once passing through locked doors.

28:16–17 16:14 24:36–43 20:19–29

17 Jesus ascends into heaven (Acts 1:9–11). 16:19 24:50–51

Why Did Jesus Perform Miracles? 
The Gospels give four main reasons why Jesus performed miracles: 

	' Compassion  
Example: “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with 
me three days and have nothing to eat” (Mark 8:2).

	' Evidence of Christ’s Deity  
Example: “‘I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins.’ So he said to the paralyzed man, ‘I tell you, get up, take your mat 
and go home’” (Luke 5:24).

	' Response to Faith  
 Example: “Jesus said to the centurion, ‘Go! Let it be done just as you believed 
it would.’ And his servant was healed at that moment” (Matt. 8:13).

	' Someone Asked  
Example: “[The blind beggar] called out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 
me!’” (Luke 18:38). 

Though the Gospels don’t always give a reason for why Jesus performed each 
miracle, his ministry of miracles served to fulfill biblical prophecy, showing 
that he really was the long-awaited Messiah (Matt. 11:2–6; Luke 7:18–23). 
“[Jesus] cast out the evil spirits with a simple command, and he healed all 
the sick. This fulfilled the word of the Lord through the prophet Isaiah, who 
said, ‘He took our sicknesses and removed our diseases’” (Matt. 8:16–17 nlt). 

How Did Jesus Do His Miracles? 
At the time of Jesus’s ministry, pagan priests, sorcerers, and magicians were 
influential in society. They performed surprising occultic feats because, it 
was believed, they had managed to captivate some demonic power and force 
it to accomplish their desires. They would offer incantations, use special 
objects imbued with magical power, and appeal to some mysterious spiritual 
authority. As could be expected, some “sorcerers” were just pretenders who 
used the equivalent of modern illusions to deceive people into thinking they 
were purveyors of power.1 

In that context, it was easy for Jesus’s enemies to try to explain away his 
miracles by saying that he was just another deceptive magician, practicing 
black magic powered by demons (Matt. 12:24). What was shocking, though, 
was that Jesus never relied on any occultic formula or ritual or magic spell or 
any demonic power to work a miracle. Consider a few examples: 

	' When Jesus changed water into wine, he did not say a spell or do 
anything obvious. He just gave two simple instructions: fill the jars with 
water and take a sample to the master of ceremonies (John 2:7–8).  
That’s it! 

readers in mind, and this influenced which miracles, and which details,  
to include. 

Matthew wrote primarily for a Jewish audience. His purpose was to confirm 
that Jesus was indeed the Messiah and King that had been promised 
throughout the Hebrew Scriptures. Mark was an assistant to Peter, an 
eyewitness and close disciple of Jesus. According to ancient sources, Mark 
wrote down Peter’s recollections of Jesus. Mark’s audience was gentile 
Christians in Rome, where Peter lived. Luke was a companion of the apostle 
Paul, and he wrote for a Greek audience, intending to create for them a 
reliable summary of the life of Jesus (Luke 1:3–4). John wrote with an 
evangelistic purpose, to affirm for everyone that Jesus was indeed God the 
Son and that belief in him offered eternal life (John 20:31). John wrote in a 
time when false teachings about Jesus (like Docetism and Gnosticism) had 
begun to circulate, and his gospel reflects opposition to those heresies.2 

3. Each writer knew what had already been written.
Mark is believed to be the first gospel written, around ad 60 or so. Roughly 
ten years later, Matthew wrote his gospel, using Mark’s work as a source, 
editing that text and also adding his own experiences. Luke was next, 
writing around ad 70 or 80 and not only using Mark’s work as a source but 
also doing hands-on research about the life of Christ. Finally, in the ad 90s, 
the apostle John set down his own memories of Jesus, knowing what others 
had already told about Christ’s miraculous acts. John does not often repeat 
details found in the other gospels, preferring instead to fill in some gaps in 
the stories and to emphasize the personal aspects of his time with Jesus. In 
this way, the timing of each gospel’s writing—and what had been written 
before—influenced what each author chose to include or not include. 

4. Common knowledge then was different than it is now. 
The gospel writers occasionally describe the same event with different 
details, something that critics say proves errors in their writing. However, 
it has been frequently shown that details we might view as ancient factual 
errors are actually just errors of ignorance on our part today. 

Here’s one example: Matthew, Mark, and Luke all tell of the time when 
Jesus healed a blind man named Bartimaeus. The first two report that 
Jesus was leaving Jericho when that happened, but Luke says he was going 
into the city, not exiting it. At first glance, this seems like an obvious error 
on somebody’s part—but in that time and place, the city of Jericho was 
not simply a single dot on a map. It was made up of two distinct sections 
separated by about two miles of road. “Old Jericho” was the original city, 
and “New Jericho” was new construction by King Herod. Both sections were 
populated, and both were considered Jericho. So if Jesus was walking that 

	' When Jesus healed a paralyzed man, he said, “Son, your sins are 
forgiven” (Mark 2:5) and then, “Get up, take your mat and go home” 
(Matt. 9:6). He did not appeal to anybody or anything besides himself—he 
just said it was done, and it was. 

	' To feed more than 5,000 people, Jesus said a simple prayer of thanks 
and then gave the loaves and fish to his disciples to distribute to the 
enormous crowd (Mark 6:41). After that, he just sat back and did nothing 
but watch. 

So when we ask the question “How did Jesus do his miracles?” the answer 
is “Almost never the same way twice!” Christ was no magician trying to 
manipulate demons to perform supernatural tricks; he was God incarnate, 
effortlessly exercising his will over his own creation. 

Why Are the Accounts Different?  
When you read the Gospels, it quickly becomes clear that the four writers 
weren’t concerned about uniformity when it came to telling about Jesus’s 
miracles. Matthew identifies at least twenty-two miracles, plus several 
instances of mass healings. John, on the other hand, includes only about 
eight or nine miracle accounts. Also, you’ll often find that some details in 
their accounts are different.  

So why did some writers leave out miracles that others included? And why 
don’t the details always match? There are a few good reasons. 

1. Each author had a unique vantage point. 
Consider this: there are hundreds of English-language biographies of 
Abraham Lincoln available to us today—and none of them are exactly the 
same! Some biographers leave out events that others include, and various 
historians offer differing details about the life of the sixteenth American 
president. Yet all of them tell the same story: A poor boy from Kentucky 
grew up to be a once-in-a-lifetime leader who changed history and ended the 
curse of slavery in the US. How can this be? Because each biographer tells 
of Lincoln in ways that are unique to his or her own personality, experience, 
style, and interests. 

The four gospel writers told about Jesus’s signs and wonders from their own 
perspectives, too. Each man featured the miracles in a way that reflected 
his own personality, experience, style, and interests. Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John all wrote about the miracles of Jesus from their unique vantage 
points—and 2,000 years later, we’re all beneficiaries of that. 

2. Each gospel was aimed at a different audience. 
Each writer recorded the miraculous deeds of Jesus with a specific group of 

stretch of road between the old and new when he met Bartimaeus, he would 
have literally been both leaving and entering Jericho at the same time.3 That 
Jericho was a city in two parts was common knowledge when the Gospels 
were written but something unknown to most modern readers. 

5. Complementary details are not contradictory details. 
It’s important to remember that the gospel writers were not competing with 
one another. They were not trying to prove the other one wrong by writing 
their accounts differently. Instead, writing from their own perspectives, they 
gave complementary details about the miracles, not contradictory ones. 

Take Bartimaeus again, for example. Matthew reports that two anonymous 
blind men were healed. Mark mentions only one man and identifies him 
as Bartimaeus. Luke doesn’t name anybody and mentions only one blind 
beggar. All three of those descriptions can be true without invalidating the 
others. Most likely, there were two men healed that day, as Matthew says. 
Mark knew the name of one of those men, so he focuses the miracle account 
on him. Mentioning only one person in an event doesn’t mean that a second 
person was not also there. (Saying you saw your favorite actor in a film 
would not necessarily mean that no supporting actors were in the movie.) 
Luke either didn’t know Bartimaeus or just chose not to name him. Again, 
that doesn’t mean that the blind man had no name! The important thing to 
all the gospel writers was that Jesus did the impossible—made the blind to 
see—so that’s what they reported, each from his own point of view.

The best way to understand the miracle accounts is to combine all the 
details from each author’s perspective to get a glimpse of the bigger picture 
of Jesus’s amazing signs and wonders.    

 Miracles 
of Jesus

Notes

1  Stephen Benko, “Magic and Divination,” Paul J. Achtemeier, ed., Harper’s Bible Dictionary 
(Harper & Row Publishers, 1983), 594–95; Don Stewart, “Was Jesus a Magician, or Sorcerer, 
Involved in the Occult?,” Blue Letter Bible, June 9, 2020. 

2  Mark Bailey and Tom Constable, Nelson’s New Testament Survey: Discover the Background, 
Theology and Meaning of Every Book in the New Testament, eds. Charles R. Swindoll and Roy 
B. Zuck (Thomas Nelson, 1999), 1–3, 65–67, 101–102, 153–54. 

3  Merrill C. Tenney, ed., The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, vol. 3, H-L (Regency 
Reference Library, 1975), 455. 
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Signs and Wonders 
When the earliest readers of the New Testament studied miracles, they read 
about semeia and terata—Greek words that mean “signs” and “wonders.” 
They understood a miracle to be a sign that God had intervened to do the 
impossible in human affairs and that such an act was an astonishing wonder. 
With that in mind, a simple definition of a miracle for us today would be:  
An amazing, observable act of God that is impossible for humans to do. 

By far the person who performed the most semeia and terata in the New 
Testament was Jesus himself. In fact, John reports that Jesus did so many 
amazing things that “if they were all written down, I suppose the whole 
world could not contain the books that would be written” (John 21:25 nlt). 

What Kinds of Miracles Did Jesus Do? 
Physical Miracles 
These are impossible physical acts that Jesus performed during his three-
year ministry. They display God’s complete power (omnipotence) over 
both the natural and spiritual worlds. Most scholars identify somewhere 
between thirty-five and fifty acts in the Gospels that make this list—
depending on how the acts are counted. These miracles include healings, 
exorcisms, resurrections, and displays of power over nature. 

Knowledge Miracles 
These are acts in which Jesus displayed his supernatural knowledge (his 
omniscience). They are not typically included in lists of Christ’s miracles 
but are still amazingly impossible for humans. That makes them miracles. 
Knowledge miracles include those in which Jesus exhibits an inexplicable 
yet accurate understanding of a person’s hidden thoughts, of a person’s 
private history, or of future events. 

Incarnational Miracles 
These are supernatural acts associated with Jesus’s incarnation—that is, 
God who “became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). They 
are signs and wonders that testify that Jesus is who he claimed to be. But 
unlike most other miracle accounts, 
the Gospels do not show Jesus 
acting directly to make these 
miracles happen. These include 
miracles like the virgin birth, 
the transfiguration, Christ’s 
resurrection, and his 
appearances afterward. 

The miracles of Jesus all took place within about a 120-mile area in 
the land of ancient Israel. At that time, Israel was under Roman rule, 
so Christ performed his impossible wonders for populations that 
included both Jews and gentiles. 

Miracles of Jesus Matt. Mark Luke John Type Location Notable

1 Turns water into wine at a wedding 2:1–11 Nature Cana This is Jesus’s first miracle. It is done at the request of his mother. 

2 Heals a Roman official’s son 4:46–54 Healing Cana Jesus heals the child of an “enemy”—a Roman official in service 
to Herod Antipas. 

3 First miraculous catch of fish 5:1–11 Nature Sea of Galilee After this catch of fish, Jesus tells his disciples that they will now 
“fish for people” (v. 10).

4 Casts out an evil spirit 1:21–28 4:33–37 Exorcism Capernaum This demonstration of authority over evil spirits makes Jesus 
famous in Galilee, early in his ministry. 

5 Heals Peter’s mother-in-law who has a 
high fever

8:14–15 1:29–31 4:38–39 Healing Capernaum After witnessing Jesus heal others, the disciples ask Jesus to help 
someone close to them. 

6 Heals a man with leprosy 8:1–4 1:40–45 5:12–14 Healing Galilee Leprosy in ancient times was an incurable disease, yet Jesus heals 
it anyway.

7 Heals (and forgives) a man who is 
paralyzed 

9:1–8 2:1–12 5:17–26 Healing Capernaum This miracle becomes an early proof of Jesus’s claim to be God in 
human form. 

8 Heals a man who was lame for decades 5:1–15 Healing Jerusalem The man does not have faith or even know who Jesus is—yet 
Jesus chooses to heal him. 

9 Heals a deformed hand on the Sabbath 12:9–14 3:1–6 6:6–11 Healing Capernaum Despite it being the Sabbath, Jesus both initiates and 
accomplishes this law-defying miracle. 

10 Heals the paralyzed servant of a centurion 8:5–13 7:1–10 Healing Capernaum A Roman soldier asks for the Jewish Messiah’s help, and Jesus 
does not hesitate to answer his request. 

11 Raises a widow’s son from the dead 7:11–17 Resurrection Nain Moved solely by compassion, Jesus restores to life a widow’s  
only son. 

12 Heals a demon-possessed man who is 
blind and mute

12:22–24 11:14–15 Exorcism Galilee This miracle prompts Jesus’s enemies to accuse him of being in 
league with Satan (Beelzebul). 

13 Calms a storm 8:23–27 4:35–41 8:22–25 Nature Sea of Galilee The disciples fear the storm, but Jesus stopping the wind and sea 
leaves them totally awestruck. 

14 Casts a legion of demons out of a man and 
into a herd of pigs 

8:28–34 5:1–20 8:26–39 Exorcism Gerasenes 
(Decapolis)

After this miracle, the whole town begs Jesus to leave their region. 

15 Heals a woman who has a bleeding 
problem

9:20–22 5:24–34 8:43–48 Healing Capernaum This woman initiates her healing by touching Jesus’s cloak from 
the midst of a dense crowd. 

16 Raises Jairus’s daughter from the dead 9:18–19, 
23–26

5:21–24, 
35–43

8:40–42, 
49–56

Resurrection Capernaum Jesus raises the girl to life with a command in Aramaic: Talitha 
koum!—“Little girl, get up!”  

17 Heals two blind men 9:27–31 Healing Capernaum Unlike other miracles, Jesus insists on belief in him before healing 
these men. 

18 Heals a mute man 9:32–34 Exorcism Capernaum In Jesus’s day, the inability to speak was often associated with 
demonic oppression. 

19 Heals just a few in his hometown 13:54–58 6:1–6 Healing Nazareth Despite opposition and disbelief, Jesus still heals some people. 

Miracles of Jesus Matt. Mark Luke John Type Location Notable

20 Feeds 5,000 with five loaves and two fish 14:15–21 6:35–44 9:12–17 6:5–14 Nature Near 
Bethsaida

There are 5,000 men, but counting women and children, Jesus 
actually feeds about 20,000! 

21 Walks on water 14:22–33 6:45–52 6:16–21 Nature Sea of Galilee This miracle causes the disciples to declare, “Truly you are the Son 
of God” (Matt. 14:33). 

22 Frees a gentile woman’s daughter from  
a demon 

15:21–28 7:24–30 Exorcism Near Tyre  
and Sidon

Once again, Jesus crosses cultural and ethnic boundaries to 
restore a child. 

23 Heals a man who is deaf and mute 7:31–36 Healing Decapolis Jesus heals in an unconventional way—using his spit. 

24 Feeds 4,000 with seven loaves and  
a few fish 

15:32–39 8:1–10 Nature East of the 
Sea of Galilee

The 5,000 fed earlier were mostly Jewish. This time, the 4,000 
probably are mostly gentiles.

25 Heals a blind man 8:22–26 Healing Bethsaida Jesus takes this man outside the village before healing him and 
again uses his spit to heal. 

26 Heals a boy by driving out a demon 17:14–20 9:14–29 9:37–43 Exorcism Caesarea 
Philippi*

The disciples are not able to heal this boy, so Jesus has to do it  
for them. 

27 Causes a coin to be found in a fish’s 
mouth

17:24–27 Nature Capernaum Jesus shows that he has entire control over nature—something 
only God possesses. 

28 Heals a woman crippled for eighteen years 13:10–13 Healing Judea* Riling his opponents, Jesus singles out a woman in the synagogue 
and heals her on the Sabbath. 

29 Heals a man born blind 9:1–12 Healing Jerusalem Jesus dispels the myth that sin is always the cause of illness or 
disability. 

30 Heals a man with a swollen body 14:1–4 Healing Judea* Again, Jesus heals on the Sabbath, provoking the animosity of his 
religious adversaries.  

31 Raises Lazarus from the dead 11:1–44 Resurrection Bethany This astonishing miracle leads directly to the Sanhedrin’s decision 
to kill Jesus. 

32 Heals ten men with leprosy 17:11–19 Healing Galilee/
Samaria

On the border between Galilee and Samaria, Jesus heals ten men, 
yet only one (a Samaritan) returns to thank Jesus. 

33 Heals Bartimaeus and another blind man 20:29–34 10:46–52 18:35–43 Healing Jericho Bartimaeus may have become a notable follower of Jesus, hence 
his name is recorded in Mark. 

34 Heals the blind and the lame at God’s 
temple

21:14–15 Healing Jerusalem In response to these healings, children shout praises (“Hosanna”), 
but the religious leaders become indignant. 

35 Curses a fig tree and it dies 21:18–22 11:12–14, 
19–21

Nature Mount of 
Olives

Sometimes called an “acted parable,” the fig tree represents Israel 
and its lack of fruit (good deeds).  

36 Heals Malchus’s ear 22:49–51 Healing Mount of 
Olives 

Malchus is part of an armed crowd taking Jesus to be killed  
(John 18:10)—yet Jesus heals him anyway. 

37 Second miraculous catch of fish 21:1–11 Nature Sea of Galilee This is another miracle over nature that only God can do. The 
disciples recognize it immediately! 

*possible location

Healing the Crowds 
As Jesus worked miracles that dramatically changed people’s lives, the news 
quickly spread, and huge crowds began to seek him out. They brought with 
them “all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the 
demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed 
them” (Matt. 4:24). 

The gospel writers record several instances in which Jesus healed an untold 
number of people in the crowds: 

	' Region of Galilee (Matt. 4:23–24) 

	' Capernaum (Matt. 8:16–17; Mark 1:32–34; Luke 4:40–41) 

	' By the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 12:15; Mark 3:7–12; Luke 6:17–19) 

	' Near Bethsaida (Matt. 14:14; Luke 9:11; John 6:1–2) 

	' Gennesaret (Matt. 14:34–36; Mark 6:53–56) 

	' By the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 15:29–31)

“There is an activity of God displayed throughout creation, a 
wholesale activity let us say which men refuse to recognize. The 
miracles done by God incarnate, living as a man in Palestine, 
perform the very same things as this wholesale activity, but at 
a different speed and on a smaller scale.... The miracles in fact 
are a retelling in small letters of the very same story which is 
written across the whole world in letters too large for some of 
us to see.” 

C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock
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Signs and Wonders 
When the earliest readers of the New Testament studied miracles, they read 
about semeia and terata—Greek words that mean “signs” and “wonders.” 
They understood a miracle to be a sign that God had intervened to do the 
impossible in human affairs and that such an act was an astonishing wonder. 
With that in mind, a simple definition of a miracle for us today would be:  
An amazing, observable act of God that is impossible for humans to do. 

By far the person who performed the most semeia and terata in the New 
Testament was Jesus himself. In fact, John reports that Jesus did so many 
amazing things that “if they were all written down, I suppose the whole 
world could not contain the books that would be written” (John 21:25 nlt). 

What Kinds of Miracles Did Jesus Do? 
Physical Miracles 
These are impossible physical acts that Jesus performed during his three-
year ministry. They display God’s complete power (omnipotence) over 
both the natural and spiritual worlds. Most scholars identify somewhere 
between thirty-five and fifty acts in the Gospels that make this list—
depending on how the acts are counted. These miracles include healings, 
exorcisms, resurrections, and displays of power over nature. 

Knowledge Miracles 
These are acts in which Jesus displayed his supernatural knowledge (his 
omniscience). They are not typically included in lists of Christ’s miracles 
but are still amazingly impossible for humans. That makes them miracles. 
Knowledge miracles include those in which Jesus exhibits an inexplicable 
yet accurate understanding of a person’s hidden thoughts, of a person’s 
private history, or of future events. 

Incarnational Miracles 
These are supernatural acts associated with Jesus’s incarnation—that is, 
God who “became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). They 
are signs and wonders that testify that Jesus is who he claimed to be. But 
unlike most other miracle accounts, 
the Gospels do not show Jesus 
acting directly to make these 
miracles happen. These include 
miracles like the virgin birth, 
the transfiguration, Christ’s 
resurrection, and his 
appearances afterward. 

The miracles of Jesus all took place within about a 120-mile area in 
the land of ancient Israel. At that time, Israel was under Roman rule, 
so Christ performed his impossible wonders for populations that 
included both Jews and gentiles. 

Miracles of Jesus Matt. Mark Luke John Type Location Notable

1 Turns water into wine at a wedding 2:1–11 Nature Cana This is Jesus’s first miracle. It is done at the request of his mother. 

2 Heals a Roman official’s son 4:46–54 Healing Cana Jesus heals the child of an “enemy”—a Roman official in service 
to Herod Antipas. 

3 First miraculous catch of fish 5:1–11 Nature Sea of Galilee After this catch of fish, Jesus tells his disciples that they will now 
“fish for people” (v. 10).

4 Casts out an evil spirit 1:21–28 4:33–37 Exorcism Capernaum This demonstration of authority over evil spirits makes Jesus 
famous in Galilee, early in his ministry. 

5 Heals Peter’s mother-in-law who has a 
high fever

8:14–15 1:29–31 4:38–39 Healing Capernaum After witnessing Jesus heal others, the disciples ask Jesus to help 
someone close to them. 

6 Heals a man with leprosy 8:1–4 1:40–45 5:12–14 Healing Galilee Leprosy in ancient times was an incurable disease, yet Jesus heals 
it anyway.

7 Heals (and forgives) a man who is 
paralyzed 

9:1–8 2:1–12 5:17–26 Healing Capernaum This miracle becomes an early proof of Jesus’s claim to be God in 
human form. 

8 Heals a man who was lame for decades 5:1–15 Healing Jerusalem The man does not have faith or even know who Jesus is—yet 
Jesus chooses to heal him. 

9 Heals a deformed hand on the Sabbath 12:9–14 3:1–6 6:6–11 Healing Capernaum Despite it being the Sabbath, Jesus both initiates and 
accomplishes this law-defying miracle. 

10 Heals the paralyzed servant of a centurion 8:5–13 7:1–10 Healing Capernaum A Roman soldier asks for the Jewish Messiah’s help, and Jesus 
does not hesitate to answer his request. 

11 Raises a widow’s son from the dead 7:11–17 Resurrection Nain Moved solely by compassion, Jesus restores to life a widow’s  
only son. 

12 Heals a demon-possessed man who is 
blind and mute

12:22–24 11:14–15 Exorcism Galilee This miracle prompts Jesus’s enemies to accuse him of being in 
league with Satan (Beelzebul). 

13 Calms a storm 8:23–27 4:35–41 8:22–25 Nature Sea of Galilee The disciples fear the storm, but Jesus stopping the wind and sea 
leaves them totally awestruck. 

14 Casts a legion of demons out of a man and 
into a herd of pigs 

8:28–34 5:1–20 8:26–39 Exorcism Gerasenes 
(Decapolis)

After this miracle, the whole town begs Jesus to leave their region. 

15 Heals a woman who has a bleeding 
problem

9:20–22 5:24–34 8:43–48 Healing Capernaum This woman initiates her healing by touching Jesus’s cloak from 
the midst of a dense crowd. 

16 Raises Jairus’s daughter from the dead 9:18–19, 
23–26

5:21–24, 
35–43

8:40–42, 
49–56

Resurrection Capernaum Jesus raises the girl to life with a command in Aramaic: Talitha 
koum!—“Little girl, get up!”  

17 Heals two blind men 9:27–31 Healing Capernaum Unlike other miracles, Jesus insists on belief in him before healing 
these men. 

18 Heals a mute man 9:32–34 Exorcism Capernaum In Jesus’s day, the inability to speak was often associated with 
demonic oppression. 

19 Heals just a few in his hometown 13:54–58 6:1–6 Healing Nazareth Despite opposition and disbelief, Jesus still heals some people. 

Miracles of Jesus Matt. Mark Luke John Type Location Notable

20 Feeds 5,000 with five loaves and two fish 14:15–21 6:35–44 9:12–17 6:5–14 Nature Near 
Bethsaida

There are 5,000 men, but counting women and children, Jesus 
actually feeds about 20,000! 

21 Walks on water 14:22–33 6:45–52 6:16–21 Nature Sea of Galilee This miracle causes the disciples to declare, “Truly you are the Son 
of God” (Matt. 14:33). 

22 Frees a gentile woman’s daughter from  
a demon 

15:21–28 7:24–30 Exorcism Near Tyre  
and Sidon

Once again, Jesus crosses cultural and ethnic boundaries to 
restore a child. 

23 Heals a man who is deaf and mute 7:31–36 Healing Decapolis Jesus heals in an unconventional way—using his spit. 

24 Feeds 4,000 with seven loaves and  
a few fish 

15:32–39 8:1–10 Nature East of the 
Sea of Galilee

The 5,000 fed earlier were mostly Jewish. This time, the 4,000 
probably are mostly gentiles.

25 Heals a blind man 8:22–26 Healing Bethsaida Jesus takes this man outside the village before healing him and 
again uses his spit to heal. 

26 Heals a boy by driving out a demon 17:14–20 9:14–29 9:37–43 Exorcism Caesarea 
Philippi*

The disciples are not able to heal this boy, so Jesus has to do it  
for them. 

27 Causes a coin to be found in a fish’s 
mouth

17:24–27 Nature Capernaum Jesus shows that he has entire control over nature—something 
only God possesses. 

28 Heals a woman crippled for eighteen years 13:10–13 Healing Judea* Riling his opponents, Jesus singles out a woman in the synagogue 
and heals her on the Sabbath. 

29 Heals a man born blind 9:1–12 Healing Jerusalem Jesus dispels the myth that sin is always the cause of illness or 
disability. 

30 Heals a man with a swollen body 14:1–4 Healing Judea* Again, Jesus heals on the Sabbath, provoking the animosity of his 
religious adversaries.  

31 Raises Lazarus from the dead 11:1–44 Resurrection Bethany This astonishing miracle leads directly to the Sanhedrin’s decision 
to kill Jesus. 

32 Heals ten men with leprosy 17:11–19 Healing Galilee/
Samaria

On the border between Galilee and Samaria, Jesus heals ten men, 
yet only one (a Samaritan) returns to thank Jesus. 

33 Heals Bartimaeus and another blind man 20:29–34 10:46–52 18:35–43 Healing Jericho Bartimaeus may have become a notable follower of Jesus, hence 
his name is recorded in Mark. 

34 Heals the blind and the lame at God’s 
temple

21:14–15 Healing Jerusalem In response to these healings, children shout praises (“Hosanna”), 
but the religious leaders become indignant. 

35 Curses a fig tree and it dies 21:18–22 11:12–14, 
19–21

Nature Mount of 
Olives

Sometimes called an “acted parable,” the fig tree represents Israel 
and its lack of fruit (good deeds).  

36 Heals Malchus’s ear 22:49–51 Healing Mount of 
Olives 

Malchus is part of an armed crowd taking Jesus to be killed  
(John 18:10)—yet Jesus heals him anyway. 

37 Second miraculous catch of fish 21:1–11 Nature Sea of Galilee This is another miracle over nature that only God can do. The 
disciples recognize it immediately! 

*possible location

Healing the Crowds 
As Jesus worked miracles that dramatically changed people’s lives, the news 
quickly spread, and huge crowds began to seek him out. They brought with 
them “all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the 
demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed 
them” (Matt. 4:24). 

The gospel writers record several instances in which Jesus healed an untold 
number of people in the crowds: 

	' Region of Galilee (Matt. 4:23–24) 

	' Capernaum (Matt. 8:16–17; Mark 1:32–34; Luke 4:40–41) 

	' By the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 12:15; Mark 3:7–12; Luke 6:17–19) 

	' Near Bethsaida (Matt. 14:14; Luke 9:11; John 6:1–2) 

	' Gennesaret (Matt. 14:34–36; Mark 6:53–56) 

	' By the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 15:29–31)

“There is an activity of God displayed throughout creation, a 
wholesale activity let us say which men refuse to recognize. The 
miracles done by God incarnate, living as a man in Palestine, 
perform the very same things as this wholesale activity, but at 
a different speed and on a smaller scale.... The miracles in fact 
are a retelling in small letters of the very same story which is 
written across the whole world in letters too large for some of 
us to see.” 

C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock
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Signs and Wonders 
When the earliest readers of the New Testament studied miracles, they read 
about semeia and terata—Greek words that mean “signs” and “wonders.” 
They understood a miracle to be a sign that God had intervened to do the 
impossible in human affairs and that such an act was an astonishing wonder. 
With that in mind, a simple definition of a miracle for us today would be:  
An amazing, observable act of God that is impossible for humans to do. 

By far the person who performed the most semeia and terata in the New 
Testament was Jesus himself. In fact, John reports that Jesus did so many 
amazing things that “if they were all written down, I suppose the whole 
world could not contain the books that would be written” (John 21:25 nlt). 

What Kinds of Miracles Did Jesus Do? 
Physical Miracles 
These are impossible physical acts that Jesus performed during his three-
year ministry. They display God’s complete power (omnipotence) over 
both the natural and spiritual worlds. Most scholars identify somewhere 
between thirty-five and fifty acts in the Gospels that make this list—
depending on how the acts are counted. These miracles include healings, 
exorcisms, resurrections, and displays of power over nature. 

Knowledge Miracles 
These are acts in which Jesus displayed his supernatural knowledge (his 
omniscience). They are not typically included in lists of Christ’s miracles 
but are still amazingly impossible for humans. That makes them miracles. 
Knowledge miracles include those in which Jesus exhibits an inexplicable 
yet accurate understanding of a person’s hidden thoughts, of a person’s 
private history, or of future events. 

Incarnational Miracles 
These are supernatural acts associated with Jesus’s incarnation—that is, 
God who “became flesh and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14). They 
are signs and wonders that testify that Jesus is who he claimed to be. But 
unlike most other miracle accounts, 
the Gospels do not show Jesus 
acting directly to make these 
miracles happen. These include 
miracles like the virgin birth, 
the transfiguration, Christ’s 
resurrection, and his 
appearances afterward. 

The miracles of Jesus all took place within about a 120-mile area in 
the land of ancient Israel. At that time, Israel was under Roman rule, 
so Christ performed his impossible wonders for populations that 
included both Jews and gentiles. 

Miracles of Jesus Matt. Mark Luke John Type Location Notable

1 Turns water into wine at a wedding 2:1–11 Nature Cana This is Jesus’s first miracle. It is done at the request of his mother. 

2 Heals a Roman official’s son 4:46–54 Healing Cana Jesus heals the child of an “enemy”—a Roman official in service 
to Herod Antipas. 

3 First miraculous catch of fish 5:1–11 Nature Sea of Galilee After this catch of fish, Jesus tells his disciples that they will now 
“fish for people” (v. 10).

4 Casts out an evil spirit 1:21–28 4:33–37 Exorcism Capernaum This demonstration of authority over evil spirits makes Jesus 
famous in Galilee, early in his ministry. 

5 Heals Peter’s mother-in-law who has a 
high fever

8:14–15 1:29–31 4:38–39 Healing Capernaum After witnessing Jesus heal others, the disciples ask Jesus to help 
someone close to them. 

6 Heals a man with leprosy 8:1–4 1:40–45 5:12–14 Healing Galilee Leprosy in ancient times was an incurable disease, yet Jesus heals 
it anyway.

7 Heals (and forgives) a man who is 
paralyzed 

9:1–8 2:1–12 5:17–26 Healing Capernaum This miracle becomes an early proof of Jesus’s claim to be God in 
human form. 

8 Heals a man who was lame for decades 5:1–15 Healing Jerusalem The man does not have faith or even know who Jesus is—yet 
Jesus chooses to heal him. 

9 Heals a deformed hand on the Sabbath 12:9–14 3:1–6 6:6–11 Healing Capernaum Despite it being the Sabbath, Jesus both initiates and 
accomplishes this law-defying miracle. 

10 Heals the paralyzed servant of a centurion 8:5–13 7:1–10 Healing Capernaum A Roman soldier asks for the Jewish Messiah’s help, and Jesus 
does not hesitate to answer his request. 

11 Raises a widow’s son from the dead 7:11–17 Resurrection Nain Moved solely by compassion, Jesus restores to life a widow’s  
only son. 

12 Heals a demon-possessed man who is 
blind and mute

12:22–24 11:14–15 Exorcism Galilee This miracle prompts Jesus’s enemies to accuse him of being in 
league with Satan (Beelzebul). 

13 Calms a storm 8:23–27 4:35–41 8:22–25 Nature Sea of Galilee The disciples fear the storm, but Jesus stopping the wind and sea 
leaves them totally awestruck. 

14 Casts a legion of demons out of a man and 
into a herd of pigs 

8:28–34 5:1–20 8:26–39 Exorcism Gerasenes 
(Decapolis)

After this miracle, the whole town begs Jesus to leave their region. 

15 Heals a woman who has a bleeding 
problem

9:20–22 5:24–34 8:43–48 Healing Capernaum This woman initiates her healing by touching Jesus’s cloak from 
the midst of a dense crowd. 

16 Raises Jairus’s daughter from the dead 9:18–19, 
23–26

5:21–24, 
35–43

8:40–42, 
49–56

Resurrection Capernaum Jesus raises the girl to life with a command in Aramaic: Talitha 
koum!—“Little girl, get up!”  

17 Heals two blind men 9:27–31 Healing Capernaum Unlike other miracles, Jesus insists on belief in him before healing 
these men. 

18 Heals a mute man 9:32–34 Exorcism Capernaum In Jesus’s day, the inability to speak was often associated with 
demonic oppression. 

19 Heals just a few in his hometown 13:54–58 6:1–6 Healing Nazareth Despite opposition and disbelief, Jesus still heals some people. 

Miracles of Jesus Matt. Mark Luke John Type Location Notable

20 Feeds 5,000 with five loaves and two fish 14:15–21 6:35–44 9:12–17 6:5–14 Nature Near 
Bethsaida

There are 5,000 men, but counting women and children, Jesus 
actually feeds about 20,000! 

21 Walks on water 14:22–33 6:45–52 6:16–21 Nature Sea of Galilee This miracle causes the disciples to declare, “Truly you are the Son 
of God” (Matt. 14:33). 

22 Frees a gentile woman’s daughter from  
a demon 

15:21–28 7:24–30 Exorcism Near Tyre  
and Sidon

Once again, Jesus crosses cultural and ethnic boundaries to 
restore a child. 

23 Heals a man who is deaf and mute 7:31–36 Healing Decapolis Jesus heals in an unconventional way—using his spit. 

24 Feeds 4,000 with seven loaves and  
a few fish 

15:32–39 8:1–10 Nature East of the 
Sea of Galilee

The 5,000 fed earlier were mostly Jewish. This time, the 4,000 
probably are mostly gentiles.

25 Heals a blind man 8:22–26 Healing Bethsaida Jesus takes this man outside the village before healing him and 
again uses his spit to heal. 

26 Heals a boy by driving out a demon 17:14–20 9:14–29 9:37–43 Exorcism Caesarea 
Philippi*

The disciples are not able to heal this boy, so Jesus has to do it  
for them. 

27 Causes a coin to be found in a fish’s 
mouth

17:24–27 Nature Capernaum Jesus shows that he has entire control over nature—something 
only God possesses. 

28 Heals a woman crippled for eighteen years 13:10–13 Healing Judea* Riling his opponents, Jesus singles out a woman in the synagogue 
and heals her on the Sabbath. 

29 Heals a man born blind 9:1–12 Healing Jerusalem Jesus dispels the myth that sin is always the cause of illness or 
disability. 

30 Heals a man with a swollen body 14:1–4 Healing Judea* Again, Jesus heals on the Sabbath, provoking the animosity of his 
religious adversaries.  

31 Raises Lazarus from the dead 11:1–44 Resurrection Bethany This astonishing miracle leads directly to the Sanhedrin’s decision 
to kill Jesus. 

32 Heals ten men with leprosy 17:11–19 Healing Galilee/
Samaria

On the border between Galilee and Samaria, Jesus heals ten men, 
yet only one (a Samaritan) returns to thank Jesus. 

33 Heals Bartimaeus and another blind man 20:29–34 10:46–52 18:35–43 Healing Jericho Bartimaeus may have become a notable follower of Jesus, hence 
his name is recorded in Mark. 

34 Heals the blind and the lame at God’s 
temple

21:14–15 Healing Jerusalem In response to these healings, children shout praises (“Hosanna”), 
but the religious leaders become indignant. 

35 Curses a fig tree and it dies 21:18–22 11:12–14, 
19–21

Nature Mount of 
Olives

Sometimes called an “acted parable,” the fig tree represents Israel 
and its lack of fruit (good deeds).  

36 Heals Malchus’s ear 22:49–51 Healing Mount of 
Olives 

Malchus is part of an armed crowd taking Jesus to be killed  
(John 18:10)—yet Jesus heals him anyway. 

37 Second miraculous catch of fish 21:1–11 Nature Sea of Galilee This is another miracle over nature that only God can do. The 
disciples recognize it immediately! 

*possible location

Healing the Crowds 
As Jesus worked miracles that dramatically changed people’s lives, the news 
quickly spread, and huge crowds began to seek him out. They brought with 
them “all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the 
demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed 
them” (Matt. 4:24). 

The gospel writers record several instances in which Jesus healed an untold 
number of people in the crowds: 

	' Region of Galilee (Matt. 4:23–24) 

	' Capernaum (Matt. 8:16–17; Mark 1:32–34; Luke 4:40–41) 

	' By the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 12:15; Mark 3:7–12; Luke 6:17–19) 

	' Near Bethsaida (Matt. 14:14; Luke 9:11; John 6:1–2) 

	' Gennesaret (Matt. 14:34–36; Mark 6:53–56) 

	' By the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 15:29–31)

“There is an activity of God displayed throughout creation, a 
wholesale activity let us say which men refuse to recognize. The 
miracles done by God incarnate, living as a man in Palestine, 
perform the very same things as this wholesale activity, but at 
a different speed and on a smaller scale.... The miracles in fact 
are a retelling in small letters of the very same story which is 
written across the whole world in letters too large for some of 
us to see.” 

C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock
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