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INTRODUCTION TO THE MESSAGE
STUDENT DEVOTIONAL BIBLE

Let’s start with this: The Bible is a really old book. Really, really old. Ancient, even. Which
is one reason some people ask, “Why should I bother reading the Bible anyway?”

That’s a totally fair question. After all, how many other ancient books do you read
(besides the ones assigned in school)? Probably not many.

But we believe that the Bible is the most important—and most amazing—hbook you will
ever read because it’s so much more than just a book. It’s actually a collection of books,
written by many different people over hundreds of years with lots of different styles and
voices, that all together tell one cosmic story of God, the world, humanity, how things were
meant to be, how things went wrong, and how God personally stepped into the mess to
make things right.

So even though the Bible is an ancient book, the story it tells isn’t outdated and will
never be outdated, because God doesn’t change, human nature doesn’t change, and the
basic questions that people ask don’t change, like these:

Who is God?

What does God have to do with me?
Why is the world such a mess?

Is there hope for the world?

How can I make a difference?

Does my life even matter?

And what about me? Do 1 matter?

A clarification we should make: The Bible does include a few things that are outdated,
like the names of certain towns, the types of money different groups of people used, some
cultural laws that were just for a specific time and place, and certain religious practices
in the Old Testament you’ll go on to see that Jesus fulfilled during his lifetime. But you’ll
recognize those if you read carefully and thoughtfully. Don’t let them distract or bother you.
The central story and message of the Bible are clear for anyone with listening ears, an open
heart, and an attentive mind.

The most beautiful and compelling thing about the Bible, even the parts that were writ-
ten before Jesus was born and the parts describing what happened after Jesus left the earth,
is that it all points to him—the king of kings, who shows us the heart of God, rescues us from
sin, and makes a way for us to have meaningful lives, starting here and now, in relationship
with him.

The Bible tells a complete story that runs from Creation (Genesis) to new creation (Reve-
lation). It doesn’t include every detail of the story—in fact, John 21:25 says that the world
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couldn’t hold all the books it would take for that—but it does include all the things we need
in order to meet, know, and follow the one true God.

The Bible tells an honest story that doesn’t avoid or try to clean up all the dark and ugly
parts of real history and real people. It’s obvious that this isn’t a made-up story. Made-up
stories are sanitized and spiffed-up. Not the Bible. It’s gritty and raw and real.

The Bible tells a clear story that, even if sometimes confusing in small details, is never
confusing about the big picture and eternal truth. Thousands of years after it was written,
the Bible’s imagery and messages still make sense.

The Bible tells a compelling story that draws readers into its surprising turns of events,
its portrayal of God’s shocking love for people, and its upside-down point of view that
exposes the world’s foolishness for what it really is.

And the Bible tells a true story that we can trust even as we wrestle with it, believe even
as we work to understand it, and follow even as it invites us into a life that is totally counter
to what current culture and the world offer.

So we invite you to read the Bible—not in snippets or sound bites, but in chunks that
are big enough to teach you, challenge you, and ultimately transform you as its words start
to read you back, because that’s how powerful and alive this amazing book is.

Those of us who developed this Bible prayed for you as we worked on it. We might not
know you by name, but everyone on the team loves Jesus, loves students, and wants you
to know deeply how valuable you are. The God who lovingly and intentionally created you
wants to meet you in these pages.

MARK OESTREICHER, founder of The Youth Cartel, author of more than seventy books,
and frequent speaker to teenagers, youth workers, and parents

CRYSTAL KIRGISS, PhD, director of discipleship content for Young Life,
author, and speaker to both teenagers and adults

... and the rest of The Message Student Devotional Bible team
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HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF THE
MESSAGE STUDENT DEVOTIONAL BIBLE

An amazing pastor, author, and poet named Eugene Peterson spent years translating The
Message, this version of the Bible. Eugene was passionate about helping people of all ages
engage with Scripture, and he believed (like the rest of us on the team who created this
student devotional Bible) that, since the Bible is God’s primary way of communicating with
us, we will grow and learn and live our best lives when we read the Bible.

Throughout history, Christians who wanted to live the fullness of life that Jesus prom-
ises us (see John 10:10) have developed regular practices (or habits) of Bible reading.

With all that in mind, here’s a little road map of what you’ll find in these pages. ..

THE BIBLE ITSELF. This is kind of obvious, right? But we wanted to call it out: The point
of all this isn’t to create additional stuff you’ll read while skipping reading the actual Bible.
If you skip all the stuff we created and only read the Bible parts, we will still be very, very
happy about it. That’s first and foremost. Our additional words are not the living Word of
God; the Bible is.

SECTION INTRODUCTIONS. When reading the Bible, it’s helpful to understand what the
context and intent are for the various sections it’s organized into. In order to help you with
that, you’ll find six section introductions created by our team that’ll help give you some
background and landmarks for what each section looks like.

BOOK INTRODUCTIONS. The Bible is for you, but it wasn’t originally written to you. To get
the most out of your reading, it’s helpful to know who wrote a book of the Bible, who their
original audience was, and the context for writing. That’s why we’ve created short book
introductions for each of the Bible books (and in a few cases, groups of books). Other than
the actual words of Scripture, these might be the next most important thing for you to read.

DEVOTIONS. You’ll find 320 devotions spread throughout this Bible. These are intended
to help you understand and reflect on God’s story and what it means for your life. You’ll
notice that along with each devo there are three questions. The Bible itself encourages us to
meditate on (think about) Scripture, and that’s what these questions are designed to help
you do. Each devotion has three questions that follow a pattern: (1) a content question,
(2) an understanding question, and (3) an application question. Even though they’re num-
bered, the questions in these devos float around on the page. Feel free to go through them
sequentially (1, then 2, then 3) or to just start with the question that gets your mind going
the fastest. And with all the devotions, you are welcome to work through them in order or
jump around—whatever you sense would be helpful to you.
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CHARACTER STUDIES. We’ve often found that the people of the Bible have as much for us
as the truths and teachings of the Bible. So, as something of a bonus, there are thirty char-
acter studies (fifteen women and fifteen men) at the back of this Bible. They can function
like an alternate set of devotions since each also has questions for your reflection.

OTHER HELPFUL STUFF AT THE BACK. Finally, there are a few other helpful things—like
an index and some maps of the biblical world—at the very back end.

We hope you’re excited to dive into these pages—God is excited to meet you there.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE MESSAGE

Reading is the first thing, just reading the Bible. As we read we enter a new world of words
and find ourselves in on a conversation in which God has the first and last words. We soon
realize that we are included in the conversation. We didn’t expect this. But this is precisely
what generation after generation of Bible readers do find: The Bible is not only written
about us but to us. In these pages we become insiders to a conversation in which God uses
words to form and bless us, to teach and guide us, to forgive and save us.

We aren’t used to this. We are used to reading books that explain things, or tell us what
to do, or inspire or entertain us. But this is different. This is a world of revelation: God
revealing to people just like us—men and women created in God’s image—how God works
and what is going on in this world in which we find ourselves. At the same time that God
reveals all this, God draws us in by invitation and command to participate in God’s working
life. We gradually (or suddenly) realize that we are insiders in the most significant action
of our time as God establishes his grand rule of love and justice on this earth (as it is in
heaven). “Revelation” means that we are reading something we couldn’t have guessed or
figured out on our own. Revelation is what makes the Bible unique.

And so just reading this Bible, The Message, and listening to what we read, is the first
thing. There will be time enough for study later on. But first, it is important simply to read,
leisurely and thoughtfully. We need to get a feel for the way these stories and songs, these
prayers and conversations, these sermons and visions, invite us into this large, large world
in which the invisible God is behind and involved in everything visible and illuminates
what it means to live here—really live, not just get across the street. As we read, and the
longer we read, we begin to “get it”—we are in conversation with God. We find ourselves
listening and answering in matters that most concern us: who we are, where we came from,
where we are going, what makes us tick, the texture of the world and the communities we
live in, and—most of all—the incredible love of God among us, doing for us what we cannot
do for ourselves.

Through reading the Bible, we see that there is far more to the world, more to us, more
to what we see and more to what we don’t see—more to everything!—than we had ever
dreamed, and that this “more” has to do with God.

This is new for many of us, a different sort of book—a book that reads us even as we read
it. We are used to picking up and reading books for what we can get out of them: informa-
tion we can use, inspiration to energize us, instructions on how to do something or other,
entertainment to while away a rainy day, wisdom that will guide us into living better. These
things can and do take place when reading the Bible, but the Bible is given to us in the first
place simply to invite us to make ourselves at home in the world of God, God’s Word and
world, and become familiar with the way God speaks and the ways in which we answer him
with our lives.
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Our reading turns up some surprises. The biggest surprise for many is how accessible this
book is to those who simply open it up and read it. Virtually anyone can read this Bible with
understanding. The reason that new translations are made every couple of generations or
so is to keep the language of the Bible current with the common speech we use, the very
language in which it was first written. We don’t have to be smart or well-educated to under-
stand it, for it is written in the words and sentences we hear in the marketplace, on school
playgrounds, and around the dinner table. Because the Bible is so famous and revered,
many assume that we need experts to explain and interpret it for us—and, of course, there
are some things that need to be explained. But the first men and women who listened to
these words now written in our Bibles were ordinary, everyday, working-class people. One
of the greatest of the early translators of the Bible into English, William Tyndale, said that
he was translating so that the “boy that driveth the plough” would be able to read the
Scriptures.

One well-educated African man, who later became one of the most influential Bible
teachers in our history (Augustine), was greatly offended when he first read the Bible.
Instead of a book cultivated and polished in the literary style he admired so much, he found
it full of homespun, earthy stories of plain, unimportant people. He read it in a Latin trans-
lation full of slang and jargon. He took one look at what he considered the “unspiritual”
quality of so many of its characters and the everydayness of Jesus, and he contemptuously
abandoned it. It was years before he realized that God had not taken the form of a sophisti-
cated intellectual to teach us about highbrow heavenly culture so we could appreciate the
finer things of God. When he saw that God entered our lives as a Jewish servant in order to
save us from our sins, he started reading the book gratefully and believingly.

Some are also surprised that Bible reading does not introduce us to a “nicer” world.
This biblical world is decidedly not an ideal world, the kind we see advertised in travel
posters. Suffering and injustice and ugliness are not purged from the world in which God
works and loves and saves. Nothing is glossed over. God works patiently and deeply, but
often in hidden ways, in the mess of our humanity and history. Ours is not a neat and tidy
world in which we are assured that we can get everything under our control. This takes
considerable getting used to—there is mystery everywhere. The Bible does not give us a
predictable cause-effect world in which we can plan our careers and secure our futures. It
is not a dream world in which everything works out according to our adolescent expecta-
tions—there is pain and poverty and abuse at which we cry out in indignation, “You can’t
let this happen!” For most of us it takes years and years and years to exchange our dream
world for this real world of grace and mercy, sacrifice and love, freedom and joy—the God-
saved world.

Yet another surprise is that the Bible does not flatter us. It is not trying to sell us any-
thing that promises to make life easier. It doesn’t offer secrets to what we often think of as
prosperity or pleasure or high adventure. The reality that comes into focus as we read the
Bible has to do with what God is doing in a saving love that includes us and everything we
do. This is quite different from what our sin-stunted and culture-cluttered minds imagine.
But our Bible reading does not give us access to a mail-order catalog of idols from which we
can pick and choose to satisfy our fantasies. The Bible begins with God speaking creation
and us into being. It continues with God entering into personalized and complex relation-
ships with us, helping and blessing us, teaching and training us, correcting and disciplin-
ing us, loving and saving us. This is not an escape from reality but a plunge into more
reality—a sacrificial but altogether better life all the way.



page A13 + INTRODUCTION TO THE MESSAGE

+ 4+ +

God doesn’t force any of this on us: God’s Word is personal address, inviting, commanding,
challenging, rebuking, judging, comforting, directing—but not forcing. Not coercing. We are
given space and freedom to answer, to enter the conversation. For more than anything else
the Bible invites our participation in the work and language of God.

As we read, we find that there is a connection between the Word Read and the Word
Lived. Everything in this book is live-able. Many of us find that the most important question
we ask as we read is not “What does it mean?” but “How can I live it?” So we read person-
ally, not impersonally. We read in order to live our true selves, not just get information that
we can use to raise our standard of living. Bible reading is a means of listening to and obey-
ing God, not gathering religious data by which we can be our own gods.

You are going to hear stories in this book that will take you out of your preoccupation
with yourself and into the spacious freedom in which God is working the world’s salvation.
You are going to come across words and sentences that stab you awake to a beauty and hope
that will connect you with your real life.

Be sure to answer.

B - Pl
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INTRODUCTION
10 THE WISDOM
BOOKS

INFORMATION IS EVERYWHERE. Facts, data, stats, charts—you could spend an entire
lifetime gathering information, and while it might make you smart, it won’t make you
wise. Wisdom is more than just knowledge. Wisdom is deeply rooted in God's good truth,
truth that transcends and outlasts today’s information.

Wisdom can be found in every book of the Bible, but Job, Psalms, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs are thick with wisdom that’s delivered in lots of ways,
including songs, stories, poems, short sayings, and long teachings. Sometimes the
wisdom is obvious right away. Other times it takes some digging to find.

Wisdom can’t be read like a report. It's not a one-and-done kind of thing. Wisdom must
be savored and digested over and over again so that it seeps into your mind and soul,
where it can guide your thoughts, transform your attitudes, and influence your actions.

God's wisdom isn’t something that can be boxed up, labeled, set aside, and then
opened when needed. It's living and breathing, filled with the Holy Spirit's presence and
power, and embodied by Jesus, who is God’s wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:24).

We all need wisdom. So read it. Savor it. Digest it. And then live it.
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INTRODUCTION TO PSALMS

Have you ever felt like you want to say
something to God but aren’t sure what
words to use? Maybe you've even been
afraid to say what you're actually thinking,
wondering if it's okay to bring your anger
or sadness to God. That is one of the most
common experiences a Christian can have.
And it's why for millennia people have
been creating prayer books filled with
words we can use to express our hearts
to God. But prayer books have another
function too: Reading prayers from others
helps us learn how to pray ourselves.

That is one of the invitations we find
in this book. The book of Psalms is an
ancient prayer book in the middle of the
Bible. As you read it, you may be surprised
by what you find. Some of these prayers
would make some church people feel very
uncomfortable if a pastor were to stand
up and pray them from the pulpit. That's
because they aren’t just about thanking
God for good things; the Psalms are also
full of people being completely honest
with God. There are times of deep sadness
when the writers wonder why they exist
and times of intense anger when the
writers are shouting at God to annihilate
their enemies.

Psalms shows us that all that is fair
game in prayer—all that, and a healthy
dose of silence and listening too.






1

2-3

4-5

1-9

10-12

How well God must like you—
you don’t walk in the ruts of those blind-as-bats,
you don’t stand with the good-for-nothings,
you don’t take your seat among the know-it-alls.

Instead you thrill to Gop’s Word,

you chew on Scripture day and night.
You'’re a tree replanted in Eden,

bearing fresh fruit every month,
Never dropping a leaf,

always in blossom.

You’re not at all like the wicked,

who are mere windblown dust—
Without defense in court,

unfit company for innocent people.

Gop charts the road you take.
The road they take leads to nowhere.

Why the big noise, nations?
Why the mean plots, peoples?
Earth-leaders push for position,
Demagogues and delegates meet for summit talks,
The God-deniers, the Messiah-defiers:
“Let’s get free of God!
Cast loose from Messiah!”
Heaven-throned God breaks out laughing.
At first he’s amused at their presumption;
Then he gets good and angry.
Furiously, he shuts them up:
“Don’t you know there’s a King in Zion? A coronation banquet
Is spread for him on the holy summit.”

Let me tell you what Gop said next.

He said, “You’re my son,

And today is your birthday.

What do you want? Name it:

Nations as a present? continents as a prize?
You can command them all to dance for you,
Or throw them out with tomorrow’s trash.”

So, rebel-kings, use your heads;
Upstart-judges, learn your lesson:
Worship Gobp in adoring embrace,

page5 + PSALM 2
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There is a difference between liking
and loving. This psalm speaks to
the good things that God wants us
to do and be—the things that God
likes. These directions help us see a

version of ourselves that is good and

holy, living well and making the right Canyou think of
.. . some other ways
decisions. The way we experience the God wants you to

live well that aren’t
in this passage?

life God wants for us is by doing the
things God wants us to do. God likes
those choices and is happy when we
choose them. But they don't make
God love us. God loves us no matter
what we do. And we can rest in the
knowledge that God loves us as we
try to live in the way God likes.
PSALM 1

What does the phrase

“chew on Scripture”

(Psalm 1:2) make you
think about?

How does the court
metaphor here help
you understand the

bigger message?

() LOVE



4-5

6-7

Celebrate in trembling awe. Kiss Messiah!

Your very lives are in danger, you know;

His anger is about to explode,

But if you make a run for God—you won’t regret it!

page7 + PSALM 4

A DAVID PSALM, WHEN HE ESCAPED FOR HIS LIFE FROM ABSALOM, HIS SON

Gop! Look! Enemies past counting!

Enemies sprouting like mushrooms,
Mobs of them all around me, roaring their mockery:
“Hah! No help for him from God!”

But you, Gop, shield me on all sides;

You ground my feet, you lift my head high;
With all my might I shout up to Gob,

His answers thunder from the holy mountain.

I stretch myself out. I sleep.

Then I'm up again—rested, tall and steady,
Fearless before the enemy mobs

Coming at me from all sides.

Up, Gop! My God, help me!
Slap their faces,

First this cheek, then the other,
Your fist hard in their teeth!

Real help comes from Gob.
Your blessing clothes your people!

A DAVID PSALM
When I call, give me answers. God, take my side!
Once, in a tight place, you gave me room;

Now I'm in trouble again: grace me! hear me!

You rabble—how long do I put up with your scorn?
How long will you lust after lies?
How long will you live crazed by illusion?

Look at this: look
Who got picked by Gop!
He listens the split second I call to him.

Complain if you must, but don’t lash out.
Keep your mouth shut, and let your heart do the talking.
Build your case before God and wait for his verdict.

Why is everyone hungry for more? “More, more,” they say.
“More, more.”

I have God’s more-than-enough,

More joy in one ordinary day
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Than they get in all their shopping sprees. 1-8
At day’s end I'm ready for sound sleep,
For you, Gob, have put my life back together.

A DAVID PSALM
Listen, Gob! Please, pay attention! 1-3
Can you make sense of these ramblings,
my groans and cries?
King-God, I need your help.
Every morning
you’ll hear me at it again.
Every morning
I lay out the pieces of my life
on your altar
and watch for fire to descend.

You don’t socialize with Wicked, 4-6
or invite Evil over as your houseguest.

Hot-Air-Boaster collapses in front of you;
you shake your head over Mischief-Maker.

Gop destroys Lie-Speaker;
Blood-Thirsty and Truth-Bender disgust you.

And here [ am, your invited guest— 7-8
it’s incredible!

I enter your house; here I am,
prostrate in your inner sanctum,

Waiting for directions
to get me safely through enemy lines.

Every word they speak is a land mine; 9-10
their lungs breathe out poison gas.

Their throats are gaping graves,
their tongues slick as mudslides.

Pile on the guilt, God!
Let their so-called wisdom wreck them.

Kick them out! They’ve had their chance.

But you’ll welcome us with open arms 11-12
when we run for cover to you.

Let the party last all night!
Stand guard over our celebration.

You are famous, Gop, for welcoming God-seekers,
for decking us out in delight.

A DAVID PSALM
Please, GoD, no more yelling, 1-2
no more trips to the woodshed.
Treat me nice for a change;
I’'m so starved for affection.



2-3

4-5

6-7

8-9

Can’t you see I'm black-and-blue,
beaten up badly in bones and soul?
Gop, how long will it take
for you to let up?

Break in, Gop, and break up this fight;
if you love me at all, get me out of here.
I'm no good to you dead, am I?
I can’t sing in your choir if 'm buried in
some tomb!

I'm tired of all this—so tired. My bed

has been floating forty days and nights
On the flood of my tears.

My mattress is soaked, soggy with tears.
The sockets of my eyes are black holes;

nearly blind, I squint and grope.

Get out of here, you Devil’s crew:
at last Gobp has heard my sobs.
My requests have all been granted,

my prayers are answered.

Cowards, my enemies disappear.
Disgraced, they turn tail and run.

A DAVID PSALM
Gop! God! I am running to you for dear life;
the chase is wild.
If they catch me, I'm finished:
ripped to shreds by foes fierce as lions,
dragged into the forest and left
unlooked for, unremembered.

Gop, if I've done what they say—
betrayed my friends,
ripped off my enemies—

If my hands are really that dirty,
let them get me, walk all over me,
leave me flat on my face in the dirt.

Stand up, Gob; pit your holy fury
against my furious enemies.
Wake up, God. My accusers have packed
the courtroom; it’s judgment time.
Take your place on the bench, reach for
your gavel,
throw out the false charges against me.
I’'m ready, confident in your verdict:
“Innocent.”

page9 + PSALM 7
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PSALM 6

How and why
does this psalm
change direction?

Ever been truly exhausted? Not
just tired, but so run down and
burned out that you lose all sense
of perspective? Ever felt like your
battery is at one percentand a

charger is nowhere to be found?

, . . . Which of the
That's how this songwriter feels: emotional
R phrasesin
beaten up by life, unable to take any this psalm do
more, even starting to blame God. pouconnect
with most?

Yet after writing it all out, a thought
strikes them: This isn't God's fault at
all. God never stopped loving them
and has been hearing their prayers.
Now the writer turns their focus to
their enemies and imagines them
scattering away. Sometimes we can
lose perspective; talking to God

helps us get it back.

The songwriter seems to process
their feelings through writing.
What would you write to God
about what you're feeling?



9-1

1-13

15-16

Close the book on Evil, Gop,
but publish your mandate for us.
You get us ready for life:
you probe for our soft spots,
you knock off our rough edges.
And I'm feeling so fit, so safe:
made right, kept right.
God in solemn honor does things right,
but his nerves are sandpapered raw.

Nobody gets by with anything.
God is already in action—
Sword honed on his whetstone,
bow strung, arrow on the string,
Lethal weapons in hand,
each arrow a flaming missile.

Look at that guy!
He had sex with sin,
he’s pregnant with evil.
Oh, look! He’s having
the baby—a Lie-Baby!

See that man shoveling day after day,
digging, then concealing, his man-trap
down that lonely stretch of road?
Go back and look again—you’ll see him in it headfirst,
legs waving in the breeze.
That’s what happens:
mischief backfires;
violence boomerangs.

I’'m thanking God, who makes things right.
I’'m singing the fame of heaven-high Gob.

A DAVID PSALM
Gop, brilliant Lord,
yours is a household name.

Nursing infants gurgle choruses about you;
toddlers shout the songs

That drown out enemy talk,
and silence atheist babble.

I look up at your macro-skies, dark and enormous,
your handmade sky-jewelry,

Moon and stars mounted in their settings.
Then I look at my micro-self and wonder,

Why do you bother with us?
Why take a second look our way?

page11 + PSALM 8



PSALM 9 + page 12

Yet we’ve so narrowly missed being gods, 5-8
bright with Eden’s dawn light.
You put us in charge of your handcrafted world,
repeated to us your Genesis-charge,
Made us stewards of sheep and cattle,
even animals out in the wild,
Birds flying and fish swimming,
whales singing in the ocean deeps.

GoD, brilliant Lord, 9
your name echoes around the world.

A DAVID PSALM
I'm thanking you, Gob, from a full heart, 1-2
I’'m writing the book on your wonders.
I’'m whistling, laughing, and jumping for joy;
I'm singing your song, High God.

The day my enemies turned tail and ran, 3-4
they stumbled on you and fell on their faces.
You took over and set everything right;
when [ needed you, you were there, taking
charge.

You blow the whistle on godless nations; 5-6
you throw dirty players out of the game,
wipe their names right off the roster.
Enemies disappear from the sidelines,
their reputation trashed,
their names erased from the halls of fame.

Gob holds the high center, 1-8
he sees and sets the world’s mess right.

He decides what is right for us earthlings,
gives people their just deserts.

GoD’s a safe-house for the battered, 9-10
a sanctuary during bad times.

The moment you arrive, you relax;
you’re never sorry you knocked.

Sing your songs to Zion-dwelling Gop, 11-12
tell his stories to everyone you meet:

How he tracks down killers
yet keeps his eye on us,
registers every whimper and moan.

Be kind to me, Gop; 13-14
I’'ve been kicked around long enough.

Once you’ve pulled me back
from the gates of death,



15-16

17-20

1-8

I’ll write the book on Hallelujahs;
on the corner of Main and First
I'll hold a street meeting;

I’ll be the song leader; we’ll fill the air
with salvation songs.

They’re trapped, those godless countries,
in the very snares they set,

Their feet all tangled
in the net they spread.

They have no excuse;
the way God works is well-known.

The shrewd machinery made by the wicked
has maimed their own hands.

The wicked bought a one-way
ticket to hell.
No longer will the poor be nameless—
no more humiliation for the humble.
Up, Gop! Aren’t you fed up with their empty
strutting?
Expose these grand pretensions!
Shake them up, Gobp!
Show them how silly they look.

1 Gob, are you avoiding me?
Where are you when I need you?
Full of hot air, the wicked
are hot on the trail of the poor.
Trip them up, tangle them up
in their fine-tuned plots.

The wicked are windbags,
the swindlers have foul breath.
The wicked snub Gob,
their noses stuck high in the air.
Their graffiti are scrawled on the walls:
“Catch us if you can!” “God is dead.”

They care nothing for what you think;

if you get in their way, they blow you off.
They live (they think) a charmed life:

“We can’t go wrong. This is our lucky year!”

They carry a mouthful of spells,
their tongues spit venom like adders.
They hide behind ordinary people,
then pounce on their victims.

They mark the luckless,
then wait like a hunter in a blind;

page 13 + PSALM 10



PSALM 11 + page 14

When the poor wretch wanders too close,
they stab him in the back.

The hapless fool is kicked to the ground, 10-11
the unlucky victim is brutally axed.

He thinks God has dumped him,
he’s sure that God is indifferent to his plight.

Time to get up, Gop—get moving. 1213
The luckless think they’re Godforsaken.

They wonder why the wicked scorn God
and get away with it,

Why the wicked are so cocksure
they’ll never come up for audit.

But you know all about it— 14
the contempt, the abuse.

I dare to believe that the luckless
will get lucky someday in you.

You won'’t let them down:
orphans won’t be orphans forever.

Break the wicked right arms, 15-16
break all the evil left arms.

Search and destroy
every sign of crime.

GoD’s grace and order wins;
godlessness loses.

The victim’s faint pulse picks up; 17-18
the hearts of the hopeless pump
red blood
as you put your ear to their lips.
Orphans get parents,
the homeless get homes.
The reign of terror is over,
the rule of the gang lords is ended.

A DAVID PSALM
1 I’'ve already run for dear life 1-3
straight to the arms of Gob.
So why would I run away now
when you say,

“Run to the mountains; the evil
bows are bent, the wicked arrows

Aimed to shoot under cover of darkness
at every heart open to God.

The bottom’s dropped out of the country;
good people don’t have a chance”?



When you look at the world around
you, do you ever feel like it's hard

to see where God is amid all the
chaos? It's easy to get discouraged
and wonder if God sees what's
happening. Psalm 10 reminds us

that God is always watching over us,
evenwhen itdoesn't feel like it. The
psalmist, or writer of this prayer, cries
out to God, asking God to expose the
wickedness of those who oppress the
innocent. Here's the promise: We are
heard and seen, and we can trust that
God will bring justice. So let's commit
to searching for God and trusting
that God is always with us, evenin

the middle of our darkest moments.

How does the psalmist’s cry for
justice demonstrate their trust in
God's ability to bring about justice?

FARCHING

dOD dO4

PSALM 10

What examples of
wickedness can you
think of that make
it difficult to see
God's presence?

How can you actively search for
and recognize God's presence
in your own life, especially
during difficult times?



PSALM 12 + pagei6

But Gob hasn’t moved to the mountains;
his holy address hasn’t changed.
He’s in charge, as always, his eyes
taking everything in, his eyelids
Unblinking, examining Adam’s flesh and blood
inside and out, not missing a thing.
He tests the good and the bad alike;
if anyone cheats, God’s outraged.
Fail the test and you’re out,
out in a hail of firestones,
Drinking from a canteen
filled with hot desert wind.

GoD’s business is putting things right;
he loves getting the lines straight,

Setting us straight. Once we’re standing tall,
we can look him straight in the eye.

A DAVID PSALM

1 Quick, Gob, I need your helping hand!
The last decent person just went down,

All the friends I depended on gone.

Everyone talks in lie language;

Lies slide off their oily lips.

They doubletalk with forked tongues.

Slice their lips off their faces! Pull

The braggart tongues from their mouths!

I'm tired of hearing, “We can talk anyone into anything!
Our lips manage the world.”

Into the hovels of the poor,

Into the dark streets where the homeless groan, God speaks:

“I've had enough; I'm on my way
To heal the ache in the heart of the wretched.”

God’s words are pure words,

Pure silver words refined seven times
In the fires of his word-kiln,

Pure on earth as well as in heaven.
GoD, keep us safe from their lies,

From the wicked who stalk us with lies,
From the wicked who collect honors
For their wonderful lies.

A DAVID PSALM
1 Long enough, Gop—
you’ve ignored me long enough.
I’'ve looked at the back of your head
long enough. Long enough

4-6

34

6-8



I’ve carried this ton of trouble,
lived with a stomach full of pain.
Long enough my arrogant enemies
have looked down their noses at me.

Take a good look at me, Gobp, my God;
I want to look life in the eye,

So no enemy can get the best of me
or laugh when I fall on my face.

I’'ve thrown myself headlong into your
arms—
I’'m celebrating your rescue.
I'm singing at the top of my lungs,
I'm so full of answered prayers.

A DAVID PSALM
1 Bilious and bloated, they gas,
“God is gone.”
Their words are poison gas,
fouling the air; they poison
Rivers and skies;
thistles are their cash crop.

Gop sticks his head out of heaven.
He looks around.

He’s looking for someone not stupid—
one man, even, God-expectant,
just one God-ready woman.

He comes up empty. A string

of zeros. Useless, unshepherded
Sheep, taking turns pretending

to be Shepherd.
The ninety and nine

follow their fellow.

Don’t they know anything,
all these predators?
Don’t they know
they can’t get away with this—
Treating people like a fast-food meal
over which they’re too busy to pray?

Night is coming for them, and nightmares,
for God takes the side of victims.

Do you think you can mess
with the dreams of the poor?

You can’t, for God
makes their dreams come true.

page17 + PSALM 14



PSALM 15 4+ page 18

Is there anyone around to save Israel?
Yes. God is around; Gobp turns life around.
Turned-around Jacob skips rope,
turned-around Israel sings laughter.

A DAVID PSALM
1 Gob, who gets invited

to dinner at your place?
How do we get on your guest list?

“Walk straight,
act right,
tell the truth.

“Don’t hurt your friend,
don’t blame your neighbor;
despise the despicable.

“Keep your word even when it costs you,
make an honest living,
never take a bribe.

“You'll never get
blacklisted
if you live like this.”

A DAVID SONG
1 Keep me safe, O God,
I’'ve run for dear life to you.
I say to Gop, “Be my Lord!”
Without you, nothing makes sense.

And these God-chosen lives all around—
what splendid friends they make!

Don’t just go shopping for a god.
Gods are not for sale.

I swear I’ll never treat god-names
like brand-names.

My choice is you, GoD, first and only.
And now I find I’'m your choice!

You set me up with a house and yard.
And then you made me your heir!

The wise counsel Gop gives when I'm awake
is confirmed by my sleeping heart.
Day and night I'll stick with Gob;
I’'ve got a good thing going and I’'m not
letting go.

3-4

5-6

1-8



- WALK STRAIG

the psalmist
illustrate what
these rules for
living look like
in practice?

Living a life of faith isn't always
complicated. In terms of what God
actually requires from us, sometimes
it's much simpler than we think.
Although the Bible contains a lot

of guidelines for living, they really

all point to the same ideas. First,
choosing to walk through life

with God: putting God first and
doing everything with—instead of
without—God. Second, doing the
things that God would want: making
sure our actions reflect our faith.
Third, making sure our words are
honest, are good, and have integrity.
If we focus on these three principles,

everything else will follow.

What does it look like to “walk straight,” “act
right,” and “tell the truth” (Psalm 15:2) in your
life right now? What might need to change?

— ACT RIGH],
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PSALM 15

Why are these
three guiding

principles so
important
to God?



	Front Cover
	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Contents
	Main Content



