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If you are looking for a life-changing confidence lifter on
the Word of God, this is a book for you. | know of no more
helpful bridge to confidence in the Christian life than the
truth expressed in this book, linking apologetic evidence and
practical Christian living.

NORMAN L. GEISLER, PHD
Author/Apologist/Co-founder of two seminaries

Supported by both scholarly evidence and engaging
illustrations and examples, Dr. Harold Sala, who | respect and
admire, has compiled a thorough resource that will answer
your questions and renew your faith in the Holy Bible and give
you the confidence you need to stand up to the challenges
against Biblical truth and authenticity. | especially loved that
Dr. Sala has included very powerful life changing testimonies
and has given every reader a practical approach to Bible studly.
Clearly explained, comprehensive and helpful; this book is a
must read.

GREG LAURIE
Pastor/Evangelist Harvest Christian Fellowship

Dr. Sala has a wonderful gift for teaching timeless precepts
from God's Word in a way that makes the most profound ideas
very simple to grasp—and even very difficult truth is irresistibly
sweet. In this excellent work, he explains why Scripture is
trustworthy and why it is important to embrace—and obey—
the truth of the Bible. | love his infectious joy and confidence
in God’s Word. This book is a real treasure.

JOHN MACARTHUR, LITTD, DD
President, Master’s College and Seminary,
Pastor and Bible Teacher



Harold Sala rightly observes that though the Bible is a bestseller
year after year it is seen as irrelevant for many because they do
not consider God as its author and guide—and consequently,
of their own lives as well. Sala combines scholarly research with
fascinating historical illustrations to uncover a book that has
shaped the lives of countless over the centuries and one that
has life-changing relevance for today. | commend his work to
you with much appreciation for his insight.

RAVI ZACHARIAS
Author and Speaker

Here is a practical book that shows how and why what we
believe should make a difference in the way we live. Drawing
on years of experience, the author helps us get inside both the
Scriptures and our hearts to show us what transformed living
is all about.

ERWIN W. LUTZER, THM, LLD
Author / Pastor Emeritus,
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago
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CAN THIS BOOK
BE TRUSTED?

The truth is that the light which shines in this
incredible book simply cannot be put out.
Malcolm Muggeridge

he Bible has been translated into literally thousands
Tof languages. A knowledge of this book has been
an integral part of Western education and has played a
prominent part in society and civilization. A portion of
the book of Psalms was the first work to be printed with
movable type by the German inventor Johann Gutenberg
in Mainz, Germany around the year 1450.

In 1971, when astronaut Ed Mitchell went into space
as part of the crew of Apollo 14, he took with him the
first book to go into space—a Bible. It was a small piece
of microfilm about two and a half inches square, having
been reduced 62,000 times, containing the 773,746 words
of the King James Version of the Bible. It could easily be
read, provided the reader wore glasses with the ability to
magnify the text 100 times.
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American presidents take the oath of office swearing
to uphold the Constitution as they place one hand on
the Bible and raise the other hand, affirming, “So help
me God.”

During the Holocaust, tens of thousands of men and
women went to their deaths quoting the words of Psalm
23, “The Lorp is my shepherd,” or Psalm 91, “Whoever
dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the
shadow of the Almighty.” Untold millions of people pray,
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,” or quote
the great chapter on love found in 1 Corinthians 13.

In 1968, an American naval vessel strayed into
territorial waters claimed by North Korea, and a handful
of North Korean soldiers took the vessel. Aboard were
seventy crew members and seven officers. What followed
was described by some of the men as eleven months of
hell. After a few weeks of captivity, the men began to put
together a Bible of sorts—pieces of toilet paper with as
many verses of Scripture written on them as could be cited
from memory. The toilet-paper Bible was then circulated
among the men for comfort and strength. I suspect that
there were some pretty strange omissions and revisions of
the text, but the words brought comfort and hope to the
prisoners.

Researcher George Barna contends that ninety-three
percent of us own Bibles, yet less than half of those who

own one ever read it. Another researcher, George Gallup
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Jr., agrees with him. As the result of his research, he says,
“People revere the Bible, but they don’t read it—that’s what
it comes down to.”

You can be ignorant about many things and get
along quite nicely. You can hire technicians to fix your
computer, ask specialists to diagnose and cure your
medical problems, hire consultants and marketing
experts, tap think tanks, and find people who know what
you don’t; but when you have an ignorance of the Bible,
you are vulnerable to a host of doubts, conjectures, and

uncertainties regarding some of the great issues of life.

Why Is This Book Important?

Consider the fact that no other book in the entire

world:

1. Introduces you to a God who is a loving Father—
not an angry deity—who loves you, will forgive
you, and will embrace you as his child in spite of

your failures.

2. Gives you a history of humankind from the time

of creation.

3. Contains hundreds of fleshed-out prophecies
telling how the great drama of the ages will be
played out, articulating the flow of nations, armies,

and history.
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4. Makes claims to uniqueness and authority as does

no other book ever written.

5. Answers the most important questions that arise

from the human heart:
Who am I?
Where did I come from?
Why was I created?
Where do I go after I die?
What should I value?
6. Provides a basis and foundation for your faith.

7. Brings you comfort in times of sorrow and

encouragement in times of difficulty.

8. Gives you hope that there is life beyond the grave

and that heaven is a reality.
9. Shows you God’s purpose and will for your life.

10. Produces benevolence and charity in the lives of

those who practice its teaching.

Many people today, if asked whether or not they
believe the Bible, would quickly say, “Yes, of course, I
believe the Bible,” but acknowledging it as authoritative

with regard to their conduct is another matter.
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In the realm of faith, the matter of authority is a
red-hot issue. Who says that you should believe this or
disbelieve that? By whose authority do you challenge long-
held beliefs and practices? Why are you a Christian and
not a Buddhist, or a Muslim, or an animist? Why do you
believe what you believe?

In recent years, however, the belief that the Bible is
true and should be accepted as authoritative has been
widely challenged by a skeptical, unbelieving mindset.
In this book, I present six powerful reasons why you can
accept the reality that the Bible is a God-given book, unlike
any other religious document in all history. In his ministry,
Jesus was never taken aback by individuals who came
with sincere questions. Nor is God offended, I believe,
when you sincerely come to him and ask him to show you
whether or not he is the truth.

Find out for yourself what makes the Bible worthy
of your trust!

Let’s get started.






CHAPTER 1

THE UNIQUENESS
OF THE BIBLE

The highest proof of Scripture is derived in general
from the fact that God in person speaks in it.
John Calvin

The Bible Is Unique in Its Authorship
James Henry Breasted, an authority on ancient

civilizations, authored one of the few high school
textbooks that made a lasting impression on me, a thick
textbook titled Ancient Near Eastern Civilization. Breasted
was the first American to ever earn a PhD in Egyptology
and the one credited with coining the oft-used term
“Fertile Crescent” to describe the span of civilization
reaching from Egypt to Mesopotamia.
Breasted, whose picture appeared on the cover of
Time magazine on December 14, 1931,' was a scholarly
forerunner of the Indiana Jones-type archaeologist. He

wrote factually, but with such exuberance and excitement
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that I devoured his book. It made me want to take a shovel
and personally go exploring myself. Visiting the Museum
of Egyptian Antiquities in Cairo years later, I recall the
artifacts were exactly as the pictures I had seen in vivid
black and white in the textbook.

I remember with fascination how Breasted described
the first written documents ever found, having been
originally written in the Tigris-Euphrates River valley
near the Sumerian states of Kish and Ur. Those first
documents were pretty common, garden-variety sort of
writings—deeds to property, inventory lists, and even
marriage covenants. Breasted contended, as do most
scholars today, that writing began about 4000 Bc, though
no one knows exactly how it evolved. At first, pictures or
marks represented words, which were gradually accepted
in a certain geographic area and became standardized.
Carbon ink was used to inscribe pottery or stones and, by

the year 3000 BC, writing was common.

Writing on Stone

Preceding the production of papyri in Egypt, a
method of pictorial writing had been developed in Egypt
known as hieroglyphs. Tombs and monuments record the
exploits of pharaohs with this picture-writing “based on a
complicated system of consonants.” Babylonians did the
same thing. About 1750 Bc—some 300 years before Moses

wrote, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
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earth”—Hammurabi, the Babylonian king, appointed stone
masons to produce a stele (an upright stone monument)
with 250 laws. It was massive—about seven and a half feet
in height and six feet in width, with the laws carefully
inscribed. Visit the Louvre Museum in Paris and you can
see it for yourself, with its rules and its punishments if
those rules were broken.

Hammurabi’s law code included provisions for all
kinds of injustices—repayment of thefts, agricultural rights,
the rights of slaves, children, women, individuals who had

been injured, injustices, and compensation for murder.

Papyrus: Paper of Ancient Egypt

About 3000 BC (and perhaps even a long while before
that—nobody knows for sure), Egyptians discovered a use
for papyrus, a reed which grew along the banks of the Nile.
It could be cut and placed in strips, with a secondary layer
of strips being placed on top perpendicular to the first
layer, then rolled firmly and dried.

From this they made such diverse products as boats
(the basket in which baby Moses was placed along the
Nile was probably made of papyrus), sandals, fuel,
tables, and chairs. And far more important, especially in
relationship to the Bible, was that papyrus was suitable for
writing materials. The Egyptians thus gave the world the
substance that would eventually be used in the libraries of

the world, with papyrus sheets being joined into scrolls.?
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The book of Job speaks of papyrus, asking, “Can
papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh? Can reeds
thrive without water? While still growing and uncut, they
wither more quickly than grass” (Job 8:11-12).

Each year the banks of the Nile overflowed, flooding
surrounding marshes where papyrus grew in abundance;
but without the marshes, there would be no papyrus,
reasoned the writer. He also points out the weakness of
the substance—it is organic and, in its natural environment
without water, the reed quickly withers and dies. It was
this writing material that was used to record much of
the original manuscripts of Scripture. Because it lacks
the durability of a piece of clay or the hide of an animal,
papyrus is subject to disintegration and decay and thus
eventually becomes unreadable.

Moses wrote the Ten Commandments on tablets
of stone, but in all probability the Bible as we know it
was first written on papyri. This also explains why those
original documents have long since disintegrated—but
fortunately, not before they were accurately copied and
preserved for us today.

Should you have an opportunity to visit Cairo, you
will find numerous museums where you will see what
was used for the centuries-old process of making writing

materials from papyrus.
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The Birth of the Bible

Surprising as it may be to some, the Bible was not
the first document to be written, although it is the oldest
surviving book in print. But it is the first book ever written
that comprehensively began with creation and provided
a history of God, man, and the devil, with implications
for how these truths relate to present-day living. It also
contains clearly outlined prophecies extending to the time
when God says, “Enough!” and calls a halt to life as we

know it.

Who Wrote the Bible and How Were They
Qualified?

The simple answer is that about forty individuals
wrote the manuscripts and documents that we now call
the Bible (a word that came from the Greek word biblia,
meaning “books” or “scrolls”).*

What were their qualifications and backgrounds? A
study of their lives shows vast differences in education

levels, backgrounds, places in society, and even abilities.

Some were simple laborers, such as Amos, who
tended sycamore trees, and Peter, James, and John,

who were fishermen.

Some were priests who had studied the Scriptures

and had received a theological education.
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Some were men with either direct or indirect
connections to royalty. Moses was the adopted
son of an Egyptian princess and received the finest
tutoring and education that ancient Egypt could
provide.’ David and Solomon were kings. Isaiah,
possibly a cousin to the king, had access to the

royal court.

One was a physician from Syria, probably the only
gentile who contributed to the Bible. As the author
of the gospel that bears his name and the book of
Acts, Luke was the largest single contributor (in

volume of what he wrote) to the New Testament.

Then there was the rabbi turned evangelist, Saul,
whose name was changed to Paul, who wrote
thirteen letters to various groups/persons. He
was the theologian of the New Testament, a man
destined to greatness even if he had never been

converted on the road to Damascus.

Another was a tax collector, Matthew, who was
sitting at his table in the customs house when Jesus

called him. He eventually wrote the first gospel.

How does one account for the fact that so many
different individuals could write about God, history, and
religious beliefs and yet all their writings reflect essential

harmony, unless they had been guided by an unseen hand
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and power? That is exactly what the Bible contends. That
influence, according to Peter, was the Holy Spirit. Peter
stated, “Prophets, though human, spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).

To understand the implications of the complexity and
enormity of this, visualize the following: Suppose that forty
individuals from all over the world were summoned by
the director of the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg,
Russia. Their assignment was to find a piece of marble
in any shape or color and to bring it to the museum on a
specific date. Generally, there could be no communication
between these individuals. Most of them had no idea that
someone else was involved in this project. Then upon the
given day, the various pieces of marble were unveiled.
Some were quite small. Others were very large and had
to be transported by trucks or flown in by cargo jet. A few
of the pieces were brilliantly colored. Others were opaque
and lighter in shades and colors, yet when the individual
pieces of marble were put together in a kind of jigsaw
puzzle, a beautiful mosaic took shape revealing a beautiful
scene. Talk about a miracle! Such would be added to the
Seven Wonders of the World and people would come from
far and wide to see this phenomenon.

Here’s the analogy: Some portions of the Bible are
short—Philemon and the second and third letters of
John are only a few verses in length. Others are lengthy

(have you ever wondered when you would get through
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the “so and so begat so and so’s” in the Old Testament
genealogies?). Yet the documents comprising the Bible
fuse together in a marvelous pattern of God’s love for
humankind and his refusal to let them turn and walk away
from him.

Also significant is that what they wrote blends in
literary harmony. Going back to the analogy of forty
individuals who are summoned to bring a piece of marble
to a great museum, let’s suppose that on these pieces
of marble they are to write their thoughts about God,
humankind, where civilization is headed, and, perhaps, a
brief history of the world. Can you conceive of anything as
I have described having a sense of meaning or continuity
unless what was written was supernaturally directed? At
this point you are forced to recognize the preposterously
stacked odds against this having just happened, and you
are confronted with the supernatural character of the book.

Speaking specifically of the Old Testament Scriptures,
Paul says, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). Another version puts it
this way: “All Scripture is inspired by God.” It should be
noted, observes Norman Geisler, that the “single time the
New Testament used the word inspiration, it is applied only
to the writings and not the writers.”

How did this inspiration affect the outcome of

what was written? Were the writers simply scribes who
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mechanically wrote what God dictated, or did their
personalities and individuality come through? A careful
study of the biblical books shows their individuality in
the way they wrote and expressed thoughts and ideas.
Even though their literary styles differed, there was
a mystical supercedence that rendered their words
as the words of God himself. Their writings bore his
stamp. Erwin Lutzer explains, “Inspiration does not
just mean that God approved of their writings, but that
men actually wrote his words. His ideas became their
ideas, and they accurately recorded what he wanted us
to know.””

The record of what the Bible teaches is inspired and
authoritative. Scripture contains the factual recording of
many kinds of evil and violent deeds—certainly deserving
of an “R” (restricted) film rating. But it truthfully and
accurately conveys what happened so that we can benefit

and learn from the mistakes of others.

When Was the Bible Written?

The Bible came together over a period of fourteen
centuries—a fact so enormous that it almost defies belief.
How so? Ideologies and accepted popular wisdom
changed from generation to generation and from century
to century. Yet, no one revised what had previously been
written in Scripture in order to make it harmonize with

the latest documents.
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Moses wrote the first five books of the Old Testament,
known as the Pentateuch (literally from two Greek words,
pente meaning “five” and feuchos meaning “tool[s],” hence,
the five books of the law). Jews refer to the same thing as
the Torah. Historians date the giving of the law at about
1400 BC.

These five books were not God’s first revelation of
himself and his plan for humankind. They were, however,
the first written record. God revealed much about his plan
and purpose for humanity to the descendants of Adam
and Eve, and these stories were passed from generation
to generation—an oral history. Some stories, such as the
account of the Flood, were duly retold in different cultures
and geographic localities.

The Bible itself bears witness to its distinctive
and unusual authorship. When the books of the
Old Testament were written, they were immediately
recognized as the Word of God. Hundreds of times, the
Old Testament writers rang out the words, “Thus says
the Lorp.” More than sixty times the New Testament
asserts, “It is written!” That was their source of
unquestioned authority. They knew what had given
these documents validity—the voice of God on the
mountain, accompanied by the bolts of lightning and
the clap of thunder. Isaiah wrote, “The grass withers, the
flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever”
(Isaiah 40:8 NKJV).

24



Chapter 1

There is little evidence that anyone in ancient days
questioned the authority of the Hebrew Old Testament.
Men may have ignored it, spurned it, and violated its
teaching, but they knew it was the Word of God. When
Jesus was here, he fully accepted the authority of these
books we call the Old Testament. He said, “One jot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18 Kjv). Those somewhat strange
English words “jot” and “tittle” referred to the smallest
strokes of a pen in writing two Hebrew letters. The N1v
translates this passage as: “Not the smallest letter, not the
least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from
the Law until everything is accomplished.” Jesus had no
intention of taking the smorgasbord approach of sifting
what he liked and rejecting the rest.

The New Testament church fully accepted the
authority of the books which came from the pens of the
Old Testament writers of Scripture. Both Jesus and Paul
quoted Moses, recognizing his authorship as the writer of
the first five books of the Bible.

Following the recording of the first book of the Bible,
other books were added. Some were history and some
were poetry. Other books were largely prophetic in nature.
But all had the ring of authenticity. Those scrolls were
collected by scribes and considered to be sacred.

God gave humankind this book because he wanted

to communicate his love to the world, and it follows that
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he would do so in languages that were widely used and
understood at the time. This meant that Hebrew was the
primary language of the Old Testament, and a type of
Greek known as Koine (a street version of the language used
in the marketplace and by millions of people throughout
the then-known world) became the language of the New
Testament.?

When a need arose for the Bible to be translated,
because groups of people no longer knew Hebrew or
Greek, translations were undertaken, now numbering
in the thousands. The Bible has been translated into
more languages than any other book in all of history and

continues to be the world’s most widely distributed book.

The Bible Is Unique in Its Structure

One of football’s greatest coaches, Vince Lombardi,
would begin every season by holding a football in his
hands. He would then address his players, many of whom
were seasoned veterans, and say, “This is a football!” Of
course, they knew it was a football. They had been kicking
and tossing one since they were kids. Why state something
so obvious? He was stressing that fundamentals need to
be re-emphasized.

Open a Bible and you will immediately recognize it
is a single book, but divided into two parts, which we call
the Old Testament and the New Testament. While the two

are separated by some 400 years, they are as integrally
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connected as the two hemispheres of your brain. Both
function together. St. Augustine said the Old Testament
is unveiled in the New Testament. Or as others have put
it, “the New is in the Old concealed, and the Old is in the

New revealed.”

The Bible Is an Anthology of Books

In the Old Testament you will find the law that God
gave through Moses, historical books, beautiful poetry,
and prophecy (some call them major prophets and
minor prophets—based on the length of the book, not the
importance).

In the New Testament you find biographies of the life
of Jesus; the continuation of the infant church established
on the day of Pentecost; the teaching of Paul and others,
which explains how to apply the truth of the gospels to our
lives and world; and finally, a thrilling book of prophecy
culminating with Armageddon and the return of Jesus
Christ to establish his kingdom forever.

In spite of the popular terminology referring to
the Old and New Testaments, it would have been more
descriptive to call them the Old and New Covenants. (The
word covenant, diatheke in Greek, notes an agreement
between two individuals or parties.) The first describes
the agreement or covenant God made with the patriarchs:
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their descendants. But

the second represents the covenant that God made with
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humankind based upon the sacrifice of God’s Son, Jesus
Christ, who paid the price for the redemption of humanity.
The New Covenant is about God’s relationship with his
people following the coming of Jesus Christ.

It is comforting to know that the Sovereign God who
created the universe cares enough about his subjects to
enter into an agreement that he is bound by his character
to honor and that his Word will not be broken. As the
Puritan scholar Perry Miller put it: “When you have a
covenant with God, you no longer have an ineffable,
remote, unapproachable deity; you have a God you can
count on.”"

The following is an overview of most English Bibles."

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT
Law Law -5 Gospels - 4 Narration
Prophets History - 12 History - 1 Continuation
Writings Poetry - 5 Letters-21(13 +8) | Explanation
Former Major Prophets-5 | Prophecy - 1 Consummation
Latter Minor Prophets - 12

39 Books 27 Books

Here'showto |3x9=27 39+27 =066 The Traditional
remember: Bible

28
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