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Introduction

How can you learn about God through animals? The Bible is packed with stories about animals,
like Noah’s Ark, Daniel in the Lions’ Den, and Moses and the Ten Plagues. Jesus used animals in
parables to explain important truths. Can a camel pass through the eye of a needle? Jesus asks

this question to emphasize how difficult it is for us to let go of our possessions and follow him.

From creation to the Old Testament prophets to the Psalms and the Gospels, see how animals can
teach your children about God’s love. In the Top 50 Bible Lessons with God’s Amazing Animals,
enjoy Bible-based lessons focused on overcoming fears, forgiveness, caring for the sick and more!
Our feathered, scaly, furry friends can teach us a lot about God’s character and your relationship to
him. You can jump to your favorite lessons or work your way from beginning to end of the book.

How to Use this Book

These fifty Bible lessons are divided by animal species: Big Cats, Dogs and Wolves,
Horses and Donkeys, Birds, Sheep, Farm Animals, Fish, Insects, and Reptiles.

Each lesson includes:

«  Memory Verse
+ Big Idea: Bible truth emphasized in each lesson.

+ Introduction: Guided conversation
to introduce the lesson.
« Bible Story

« Opening Game
related to the
Bible story or the
animal species.

¢ Object
Lesson: Use everyday objects to explain biblical truths.

« Three Optional Activities: Children with different learning styles engage with
Bible truths through crafts, games, snacks, and more. Includes quick reference
materials lists, step-by-step instructions, and guided conversations.

« And More! Includes a Bible lesson index and a memory verse index at the back of the book!

See creation in a whole new light in the Top 50 Bible Lessons with God’s Amazing Animals!

Iniroducl.-’lon . i
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Chapter 1: God Creates Animals  « Big,

Genesis 1:20—-28

God made all sorts of wild animals, livestock, and small animals, each able
to produce offspring of the same kind. And God saw that it was good.
Genesis 1:25

Introduction

Say: What is your favorite animal2 (Children respond.) What animal would you like to have for a pet?
(Children respond.) What animal would you like to see at the zoo? (Children respond.) What do you think
God thinks about animals? (Children respond.) God made this world, and he liked what he made. He made
birds and fish and farm animals and wild animals. He made every creature on the planet. One of the jobs
he gave humans is to take care of animals. (Open with prayer requests, praises, and a time of prayer.)

Bible Story

Say: The Bible first talks about animals in Genesis 1, when they were created.
(Read Genesis 1:20-25 aloud.) What kinds of animals are mentioned in this Scripture? (Children respond.)
God made all sorts of animals! From fish in the seq, to bright-colored birds, to squirmy worms, to

big furry bears. What did God say about them all2 (Children respond.) God
called all the animals good. God cares for the animals he created.

(Read Genesis 1:26-28 aloud.) After God made animals, he made
people—Adam and Eve. Unlike animals, people were made in the image
of God. This means we have traits that are like God. We are even more
special to him. God wants us to care for animals, just as he does.

Opening Game

Animal Circle

Directions: Children think of an animal, the sound it makes, and a
motion to represent it. For instance, for a cat, a child might meow and
make ears or whiskers with their fingers. For a snake, a child could hiss,
while making slithering motions with one hand. For a dog, a child might
bark while holding up their hands to beg. Some children will need help
figuring out what animal to do, and what sound and motion will work.
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Children sit on the floor in a circle. Choose one player to start the game by doing their animal sound and
motion. The child to their left repeats the animal sound and motion and then does their own. The next child
repeats all the previous animal sounds and motions and adds their own. The turn ends when a player makes
the wrong sound or motion. That player starts the next round by making their animal sound and motion.

Say: You all got creative with your animal motions! The Bible tells us that God made many
different animals. He is so creative! He made animals that fly, swim, run, climb, and jump. Some
of your animal motions used these actions. God cares for the animals he created.

Object Lesson

All Good Animals?
Say: According to today’s Bible verses, God made all the animals and Materials

called them good. But that can’t be right, can it2 Are there animals that

you think aren’t good? (Children respond.) What about mosquitoes? * Online sound effect
(Children respond. Play mosquito sound.) Have you ever heard that sound at of a mosquito’s
night2 (Children respond.) So, there’s nothing good about mosquitoes, right? whine and player

Believe it or not, there are good things about these insects. For instance: * Toy rat or picture

ilable onli
* Mosquitoes are food for fish, frogs, birds, bats, and many other animals. Jeveilielslo enlfinc)

Baby rattle
* Mosquitoes pollinate many plants.

(Hold up the toy rat or printed picture.) Do you think

there’s anything good about rats2 (Children respond.) Did you know this?

* Rats are an important part of the food chain, feeding birds, snakes, and all kinds of cats.

* Rats are widely used in scientific research and have provided help in finding
medicines that heal people.

* Rats have been used as therapy pets
to help calm anxious people.

(Hold up the baby rattle.) What animal does this remind you
of2 (Children respond.) Rattlesnakes! There can’t be anything
good about a rattlesnake, right? They can kill people!

* Rattlesnakes eat rodents that eat farmers’ crops.

* Rattlesnakes eat rodents that spread disease. When
a rattlesnake eats a rodent with ticks carrying Lyme
disease, their digestive systems break down not only
the rodent, but the ticks and even the bacteria.

& . God Made and Cares about Animals )



God was telling the truth when he called all the animals good. And when he made us, he
knew he had done a good thing as well. God cares for the animals he created.

Optional Activities

Animal Crackers

Directions: Pass out paper plates and animal crackers to
children. Encourage children to talk about how to care for
pets, how to treat wild animals, and what our responsibilities
are in the good world God created and has put us in.

Say: God called all the animals “good” and said
that people should “rule over” the animals. What
do you think that means? (Children respond.) Are we
supposed to boss them around? Are we supposed to

Materials

e Animal crackers

Paper plates,
one for

each child

take care of them?2 (Children respond.) God cares for the animals he created.

Wood Slice Animal Patterns

Tip: Wood slices are available online and at many craft stores.
Lumber yards or hardware stores that sell lumber are likely
to have small pieces of scrap lumber possibly for free!

Preparation: Cover tables with table covering. Fill small
bowls with paint and add a few paint brushes to each bowl.
Place bowls on tables where children can reach.

Directions: Distribute wood slices to children. Children use
permanent markers to write their names on the back of the wood.

Say: What are some animals that have cool patterns on
their skin or fur2 (Children respond.) Zebras, giraffes, snakes,
birds, fish—all these animals have unique designs. Today,
you'll get to make animal patterns on your wood!

Directions: Children draw their animal pattern onto the wood with a
pencil, referring to examples you brought in as needed. Children use

paint to fill in the pattern. When finished, set wood in a safe place to dry.

Say: God gave animals their patterns for different reasons.
For some animals, their patterns help attract mates. For others,
it helps them hide from other animals that might want to eat

Materials

* Table covering (newspaper,
table cloth, trash bags etc.)

* Small 1x6-inch wood
slice, one for each child

* Paints in animal colors
(brown, tan, black, white,
gray, etc. Include a few
bright colors, too.)

+ Small paint brushes
* Small bowls

* Permanent markers
* Pencils

* Animal pattern examples
(stuffed animals, clothing,
pictures, books etc.)

them! God gave animals unique patterns because God cares for the animals he created.

God Creates Animals - 2



Talking Animals

Preparation: Photocopy Lion Puppet, making one copy for each
child. Make a sample puppet for children to refer to as they work.

Say: God made many different kinds of animals—small and mighty, scaly
and furry! Lions are mighty and furry creatures. They are often called
the “Kings of the Animal Kingdom.” Today, we’ll make our lions talk!

Directions: Distribute Lion Puppet to children. Children color and cut out the
lion. Glue the top of the lion’s head to the flat bottom of the paper bag. Glue

the bottom half of the lion’s mouth underneath the bottom flap. Glue the paws
to the front of the paper bag. Glue the tail to the back of the paper bag.

Say: Hello Friends! My name is (Simba) and as the King of the Animals,
| have some questions for you about God'’s creation.

(Children respond.) Yes! God thinks all animals are good.

God says he wants animals to “be fruitful and increase.” What
does that mean? (Children respond.) More animal babies!

Since God calls animals good, how should you treat
animals2 (Children respond.) All animals should be
treated respectfully. If you see an animal in the wild,
give it space. If you find a baby animal, don’t touch it.
Some mothers will abandon their babies if they catch a
human scent on it—or worse, they might attack you!

God said people would “rule over” animals. Does that
mean you should boss animals around or take care of
them? (Children respond.) If you have a pet, you should
take good care of it. What are some ways you could
take care of pets at your house? (Children respond.)

God cares for the animals he created, and we should, too.

God M nd Car out Animal

Materials
Lion Puppet (p. 11)

Crayons or markers
Scissors

Paper lunch bags,
one for each child

Glue sticks

Using the sample puppet you prepared, show children how to use their hand inside the bag
to make the lion puppet talk. Use the lion puppet to ask children these questions.

* God called all the animals good. Do you think that includes mosquitoes and skunks?
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Chapter 2: Adam Names the Animals

Genesis 2:18—23

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell
God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.
Philippians 4:6

Introduction

Say: Can you describe a time you felt lonely2 (Children respond.) If someone you know is
lonely, what can you do for them? (Children respond.) You can spend time with them, send
them a card, or give them a phone call. Do any of you have pets? (Children respond.)

Do pets sometimes help you feel less lonely2 (Children respond.) Many animals do not
like to be alone. They live in herds, flocks, or packs. They seek connections just like us!
Today, we will learn about the first lonely human and how God cared for his need to feel
connected to someone. (Open with prayer requests, praises, and a time of prayer.)

Bible Story

Say: In the story of creation, God called one thing after another “good.” He called light
good, the land good, the seas good. When he made the animals and Adam, he called them
good, too. Then, God found something that was not good. (Read Genesis 2:18 aloud.)

What did God say wasn’t good? (Children respond.) Adam was alone. So God decided to fix the problem.
(Read Genesis 2:19-20 aloud.) God gave Adam a job to do. He got to
name all the new creatures. From these creatures, he could pick

a special helper so he would not be alone. Did the 4

animals fix Adam’s problem of loneliness? Al
X-’

(Children respond.) No! Adam could
not find a perfect helper. God found
another solution. (Read Genesis
2:21-23 aloud.) God cares
for our needs. God
created Eve so that

Adam would not

be alone. Adam

was excited to £
have a friend!

12 - G°d Made anﬂ Cares ahou= Animals ‘



Opening Game

Preparation: Write the following words in all caps on four separate sheets of Materi a\ S
paper: mammals, birds, fish, and reptiles. Post each paper on a different wall.

* 4 sheets of paper

Say: There are so many animals in our world! To keep them organized,
* Marker

scientists divided animals with similar characteristics into classes. (Ask the
following questions and write the children’s responses on the board.) * Whiteboard

* What makes an animal a mammal? (Children respond.) Mammals are Dry-erase marker

warm-blooded, they breathe air, and they feed their babies with milk.

* What makes an animal a bird? (Children respond.)
Birds have wings, feathers, two legs, and they lay eggs.

* What makes an animal a fish2 (Children respond.) Fish have gills to
breathe in the water, fins to swim, and they cannot live on land.

* What makes an animal a reptile2 (Children respond.) Reptiles have scales or bony
plates, they breathe air, lay eggs, and shed the outer layer of their skin.

Let's play a game to test your animal smarts!

Directions: Name animals of various classes (either mammals, birds, fish, or reptiles). Begin each
statement with “God made (elephants).” Children run to touch the wall that correctly identifies the
animal class. When they reach the wall, children act like the animal. The last child to touch the wall
takes a seat on the sidelines. After a few rounds,

the seated children repeat the memory verse. Mammals Birds
If you need some ideas for animals to call out, follow the chart. Squirrel Flamingo
Tip: If you have children who aren't able to Wolf Owl
run, let them call out animals names. Dolphin : Hawk
Bat . Eagle
Say: It was a lot of work to run from wall to wall. There Otter © Woodpecker
were so many animals to keep track of, and so many names! Rabbit *  Chick-a-dee
God gave Adam a big task when he was lonely. He had R R R R R
to name all the animals. God cares for our needs. Fish Reptiles
Bonus Idea: Place stuffed animals of each Swordfish - Crocodile
animal class along the corresponding wall. Tuna Snake
Salmon : Turtle
Cod X Gecko
Trout Lizard

Haddock - Bearded Dragon

Adam Names the Animals - 13



Object Lesson

Why Is It a Kiwi?
Tip: Pictures and videos of kiwi birds can be found online. Materials

Say: In the beginning, God gave Adam the job of naming R
animals. This was also the beginning of the science of biology, . -
the study of life. People have been naming things ever since. * Picture of a kiwi bird

Have you ever seen this bird2 (Show picture of kiwi bird.)

It's a kiwi bird. They live in New Zealand. They’re about the size of a chicken. Though they can’t fly,
they have feathers that look almost like fur. Also, they have nostrils at the end of their long, curved
beaks! Most people think this bird is called kiwi because of its call. It sounds like it’s saying “Kiwi.”

(Show a whole kiwi fruit.) Why do you think this is called kiwifruit2 (Children respond.) Some
farmers in New Zealand decided that they’d call this a kiwifruit because it looked like the kiwi
birds. They named it something that was already familiar to them.

God told Adam to name the animals so that they would be familiar
to him. God cares for our needs. Adam was lonely and he
wanted connection. To really deal with loneliness, we

need to be with others. One way we can show we love

God is to be like him and be kind to lonely people.

Bonus Idea: Slice the kiwifruits and let each child have some.

Optional Activities

Animal Artist
Say: God gave Adam the job of naming animals, and today you get to Materials

name some animals, too! In fact, you get to create your own animal! Get
creative! Ask yourself: will my animal have scales, feathers, or fur2 Will it be * Paper
big or small2 What will it eat2 How will it camouflage? Will it live in a pack + Crayons or markers
or all alone? Adam was all alone and God saw that it was not good. He

created Eve to fulfill Adam’s need for a helper. God cares for our needs.

Directions: Children draw pictures of animal creations. Children write the name of their
animal at the top of the page. If there is time, children share their creations with the class.

Bonus Idea: Play a variety of animal sounds while children color.

14 . God Made and Cares about Animals )
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Answer Matching

Preparation: Write the following questions and answers on separate index cards. Materi als
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QUESTIONS ANSWERS ¢ Index cards

1. Why did God give Adam 1. Adam was lonely. « Marker
the animal-naming job?

2. What was the first thing that 2. Being alone is not good.
God said was not good?

3. How did Adam feel after 3. Adam felt lonely because
he named the animals? he had not found a helper.

4. What was the name of 4. Eve

Adam’s new helper?

o

5. What was Adam doing while
God created his helper?

6. What did God use to create 6. God used Adam’s rib.
Adam’s new helper?

Adam was sleeping deeply.

Mix up the cards. Lay cards face-up in a grid pattern.

Directions: Children work together to match the questions to the answers.
When all the cards are matched, children recite the memory verse.

Say: God cares for our needs. Adam needed a helper and he couldn’t find one.
So God provided for his needs by giving him Eve. Adam was no longer alone. God
still cares for our needs today. We can pray to him for anything we need.

Alternate Ideas:

« For an extra challenge, write Q on the back of the
question cards and A on the back of the answer cards.
Mix up the cards and lay the cards letter-side-up in a
grid pattern. Children take turns choosing a question
and an answer card. Turn over the chosen cards. If
the answer is correct for the question, player keeps
both cards. If the answer is incorrect, both cards are
turned letter-side-up again and play continues.

« Create two sets of cards. Divide children into teams.
Teams race against each other to see who can match the
cards the fastest. Winners repeat the memory verse.
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Crazy Animal Card Game

Preparation: Photocopy Animal Cards, making one Materi a\s
copy for every four children. Cut out the cards.
* Animal Card .17-18
Note: These cards are also used in Chapters 3, 31, and 50. nimal Cards {pp )
* Scissors or paper cutter

You may wish to keep them for that lesson. Laminating cards or
covering them with clear packing tape will help them last.
Directions: Children form groups of four. Hand each group a deck
of Animal Cards. Children play a game like Crazy Eights. The dealer for each group deals five cards to
each player. Turns the first card up on the table and places the remaining cards in a facedown pile.

The player to the left of the dealer looks at their hand for a card with a similarity to the card
facing up: for example, a zebra. This would include an animal that has four legs, stripes,

a mane, starts with the letter Z, etc. If the child finds a match, they place it on top of the
zebra card and say the connection aloud: “My tiger has stripes like a zebra.”

If the child does not have any animal cards with any zebra similarities, they pick up a card from the
deck. Play moves to the next child. Continue until one child has no cards left, or as time allows.

Say: Adam was lonely, so God gave

him the task of naming animals. Why do

you think God gave him this specific job? i
(Children respond.) Have you ever named a ,:
pet, a toy, or something else? How did you :'
feel about that thing2 (Children respond.) .E
When you name something, you feel closeto 1
it. In our game today, you found things that :'
different animals have in common. One thing !
all animals and humans have in common :
is that God cares for our needs, too. :

S~a
-~
~-.
-
-~
-~
~
-~
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Giraffe Goat

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- Animal Cards
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