
AD 1 AD 10 AD 30 AD 40 AD 50 AD 60 AD 70 AD 80 AD 90 AD 100AD 20

GALATIANS

JAMES

1 THESSALONIANS

2 THESSALONIANS

1 CORINTHIANS

2 CORINTHIANS

ROMANS

EPHESIANS

PHILIPPIANS

COLOSSIANS

PHILEMON

JUDE

HEBREWS

1 TIMOTHY

TITUS

2 TIMOTHY

1 PETER

2 PETER

1 JOHN

2 JOHN

3 JOHN

ACTSLUKE

MARK

JOHN

MATTHEW

REVELATION

Ministry of Jesus  3 years Paul’s Journeys

Roman Empire

1st 2nd 3rd Rome Later travels and prisonPrison

Herod Agrippa I

Herod Antipas Herod Agrippa II

Early travels

◆ Stephen martyred in Jerusalem.

◆ Paul’s conversion on the
road to Damascus

◆ James (brother of
Jesus) martyred.

◆ Jerusalem Council

◆ James (apostle) martyred.

◆ Birth of John the Baptist

◆ Annunciation: Mary will bear a son, Jesus,
through the Holy Spirit.

◆ Peter takes the gospel
to gentiles (Cornelius).

◆ Jesus ascends to heaven.

◆ Triumphal entry into Jerusalem

◆ Olivet Discourse

◆ Great Commission

◆ Last Supper

◆ Nero’s persecution of Christians begins.

◆ Jewish uprising against
Romans in Jerusalem

◆ Jesus gathers disciples,
teaches, heals, performs
miracles, and raises the dead.

◆ Death of John the Baptist

◆ Paul in prison
for 2 years

◆ Paul under house arrest in Rome for 2 years.

◆ Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem.

◆ Infant Jesus is recognized at the
temple as the Messiah.

◆ Death of Herod

◆ Joseph, Mary, and Jesus
settle in Nazareth.

New covenant in Jesus

◆ Peter and John preach the gospel in Jerusalem.

◆ Philip ministers in Judea and Samaria.

◆ 2nd Missionary Journey: 
Paul and Silas

◆ 3rd Missionary Journey:
Paul, Timothy, and others

◆ Paul stands trial.

Birth of 
Christ
4 BC

John is 
exiled on 
Patmos.

Death and 
Resurrection 
of Jesus AD 30

Baptism 
of Jesus
AD 27

Holy Spirit
at Pentecost
AD 30

Paul and Peter 
martyred in 
Rome. AD 66–68

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆ Joseph, Mary, and Jesus fl ee to
Egypt to escape Herod.

◆ Paul and Peter imprisoned in Rome.

◆ Domitian persecutes
Christians.

Death of John 
in Ephesus

Herod 
the Great

Caesar Augustus
Emperor Tiberius

Emperor Nero Emperor Vespasian Emperor Domitian

◆ Magi from the east visit Jesus.

Jesus (age 12)
amazes teachers 
at the temple. AD 8

◆

1st Missionary 
Journey: Paul and 
Barnabas AD 47

◆

◆ Ethiopian offi  cial baptized.

◆ Death of Herod Agrippa I

◆ Paul shipwrecked
on Malta.

◆ Barnabas brings Paul
to the church in Antioch.

◆ Peter’s miraculous
escape from prison

Emperor Titus

◆ Masada falls to the Romans.

Emperor Nerva

Emperor Trajan

◆Churches established as 
far as Carthage, Edessa, 

Alexandria, and Rome.

◆Writings of early church 
leaders: Clement, 
Ignatius, Polycarp

Temple destroyed 
by Romans. 
AD 70

◆

Pontius Pilate Emperor Claudius

Emperor Caligula

◆Clement, bishop 
of Rome

◆ Mt. Vesuvius erupts.

Colosseum in 
Rome completed. 
AD 80

◆

◆ Paul in Arabia, Jerusalem, 
and Tarsus

◆ Emperor Domitian declares
himself “Lord and God.”

◆ Temptation of Jesus

◆ First miracle: water
into wine

◆ Sermon on the Mount

◆ Josephus writes Jewish War.

◆ The Didache (early Christian
practices) written.

◆ Josephus writes
Antiquities of the Jews.

◆Rise of Gnostic heresies 
within the church

Most events after Acts are not recorded in the Bible.

THE FOUR GOSPELS
The fi rst four books of the New Testament 
narrate the ministry of Jesus the Messiah, 
with Luke and Matthew also describing 
events just before and after his birth. The 
gospels give us four viewpoints of Jesus’ 
words and deeds. But together, they tell 
one story and one message that points 
to the cross and life beyond the grave.

CHRONOLOGICAL READING GUIDE

BEGINNINGS
Creation
❏ Gen. 1–2

The Fall
❏ Gen. 3–5

Noah’s Ark
❏ Gen. 6–9

Tower of Babel
❏ Gen. 10–11

Story of Job
❏ Job 1–42

THE PATRIARCHS
Abraham and Sarah
❏ Gen. 12–24

Isaac and Jacob
❏ Gen. 25–36

Joseph and His 
Brothers
❏ Gen. 37–50

EGYPT AND THE 
EXODUS
Moses
❏ Ex. 1–4

The Exodus
❏ Ex. 5–18

At Mount Sinai
❏ Ex.19–40
❏ Lev. 1–27
❏ Num. 1–9

Wilderness Wanderings
❏ Num. 10–36

Moses’s Final Sermons
❏ Deut. 1–34

PROMISED LAND
Conquest of Canaan
❏ Josh. 1–24

Stories of the Judges
❏ Judg. 1–21

Story of Ruth
❏ Ruth 1–4

UNITED KINGDOM
Samuel, Saul, David
❏ 1 Sam. 1–31
❏ 1 Chron. 1–10

King David
❏ 2 Sam. 1–24
❏ 1 Chron. 11–29
❏ 1 Kings 1–2

Psalms of Israel
❏ Ps. 1–150

King Solomon
❏ 1 Kings 3–11
❏ 2 Chron. 1–9

Wisdom and Poetry
❏ Prov. 1–31
❏ Song. 1–8
❏ Eccl. 1–12

DIVIDED KINGDOM
Kings of Israel & Judah
❏ 1 Kings 12–22
❏ 2 Kings 1–16
❏ 2 Chron. 10–28

Prophets
❏ Jonah 1–4
❏ Amos 1–9
❏ Hosea 1–14
❏ Micah 1–7
❏ Isaiah 1–66

Fall of Israel
❏ 2 Kings 17

Final Kings of Judah
❏ 2 Kings 18–24
❏ 2 Chron. 29–35

Prophets
❏ Nahum 1–3
❏ Zeph. 1–3
❏ Jer. 1–52
❏ Hab. 1–3
❏ Obad.

Fall of Judah
❏ 2 Kings 25
❏ 2 Chron. 36

Mourning for Jerusalem
❏ Lam 1–5

EXILE AND RETURN
Prophets of the Exile
❏ Dan. 1–12
❏ Ezek. 1–48

1st Return: Zerubbabel
❏ Ezra 1–6

Prophets
❏ Hag. 1–2
❏ Zech. 1–14

Story of Esther
❏ Est. 1–10

2nd Return: Ezra
❏ Ezra 7–10

3rd Return: Nehemiah
❏ Neh. 1–13

Prophets
❏ Mal. 1–4
❏ Joel 1–3

LIFE OF JESUS
Birth of Christ
❏ Matt. 1–2
❏ Luke 1–2

Early Ministry
❏ Matt. 3–4
❏ Mark 1
❏ Luke 3–4
❏ John 1–4

Teachings and Miracles
❏ Matt. 5–20
❏ Mark 2–10
❏ Luke 5–18
❏ John 5–11

Journey to the Cross
❏ Matt. 21–27
❏ Mark 11–15
❏ Luke 19–23
❏ John 12–19

Resurrection and 
Ascension
❏ Matt. 28
❏ Mark 16
❏ Luke 24
❏ John 20–21
❏ Acts 1

THE APOSTLES
Holy Spirit at Pentecost
❏ Acts 2–3

First Christians
❏ Acts 4–8

Paul’s Conversion
❏ Acts 9

Peter’s Mission
❏ Acts 10–12

James’s Epistle
❏ James 1–5

1st Missionary Journey
❏ Acts 13–14

Paul’s Epistle to the 
Galatians
❏ Gal. 1–6

2nd Missionary Journey
❏ Acts 15–18
❏ 1 Thess. 1–5
❏ 2 Thess. 1–3

3rd Missionary Journey
❏ Acts 19–21
❏ 1 Cor. 1–16
❏ 2 Cor. 1–13
❏ Rom. 1–16

Paul’s Journey to Rome
❏ Acts 22–28

Epistles from Rome
❏ Eph. 1–6
❏ Phil. 1–4
❏ Col. 1–4
❏ Philem.

EARLY CHURCH 
AFTER ACTS
Paul’s Latter Epistles
❏ 1 Tim. 1–6
❏ Titus 1–3
❏ 2 Tim. 1–4

Other Epistles
❏ 1 Peter 1–5
❏ 2 Peter 1–3
❏ Heb. 1–13
❏ Jude

John’s Writings
❏ 1 John 1–5
❏ 2 John
❏ 3 John
❏ Rev. 1–22

Old Testament New Testament

THE APOSTLESLIFE OF JESUS EARLY CHURCH AFTER ACTS

Christ’s fulfi llment of prophecy, his redemptive death, and the resurrection Works of the Holy Spirit and the fi rst Christians to spread the good news of Jesus Final epistles and John’s revelation of a new heaven and earth
Time Line and Bible Reading Plan
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Book of the Bible

KEY

Covenant

King or Queen

300 BC 200 BC 100 BC

EXODUS JOSHUA 1 SAMUEL 2 SAM.

1 CHR.

1 KINGS

2 CHRONICLES

EZRA NEHEMIAH2 KINGSNUM.

JOB

PSALMS

PROVERBS

ECCLESIASTES

SONG OF SONGS

RUTH

DEUTERONOMYLEVITICUS

JONAH

AMOS

HOSEA

ISAIAH

MICAH

NAHUM

ZEPHANIAH

JEREMIAH

HABAKKUK

OBADIAH

LAMENTATIONS

EZEKIEL

HAGGAI

MALACHI

JOEL

DANIEL

ESTHER

ZECHARIAH

GENESIS JUDGES

Israelites in Egypt  430 years

Abraham  175 years

Isaac  180 years

Jacob  147 years

United Kingdom of Israel  
120 years

Northern Kingdom of Israel  209 years

Southern Kingdom of Judah  345 years

Wilderness  
40 years

Exile  70 years

Babylonian Empire

Conquest 
of Canaan

7 years

Medo-Persian Empire

Era of the Judges 300 years
Daniel  70 years

Ezekiel  22 years

Saul David Solomon
Isaiah  

59 years
Jeremiah 
44 years

Creation:
6 days; rest 
on 7th day

Jacob’s family 
migrates to Egypt. 
1876 BC

Exodus
1446 BC 
(high date)

Joshua leads 
the conquest.
1406 BC

Saul: First king 
of Israel
1051 BC

Kingdom 
Divides.
931 BC

Israel Falls
to Assyria. 
722 BC

Judah Falls
to Babylon. 
586 BC

Temple is 
rebuilt.
516 BC

The Fall:
Sin and death

◆ Noah’s ark and the fl ood

◆ Tower of Babel

Abrahamic covenant

◆ Tabernacle built.

◆ Ten Commandments given.

◆ Ark of the covenant constructed.

◆ Israelites spy out Canaan.

Mosaic covenant

◆ First Passover

◆ Temple built in Jerusalem.

◆ Death of Solomon

Davidic covenant

◆ Exodus
1290 BC (low date)

◆ Temple destroyed.

Noahic covenant

◆ Isaac is born to
Abraham and Sarah.

◆ Jacob is renamed “Israel.” ◆ 10 plagues on Egypt

Adamic covenant

◆ Adam and Eve in the
garden of Eden

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆ Ishmael is born to Abraham 
and Hagar.

◆ God speaks to Moses from a burning bush.

◆ Death of Moses

◆ Rahab saves the spies.

◆ Walls of Jericho fall.

◆ Isaac marries Rebekah.

◆ Esau and Jacob are born.

◆ Jacob marries Leah and Rachel.

◆ Jacob has 12 sons.

◆ Joseph’s brothers sell him into slavery.

◆ Judah and Tamar have a son.

◆ Eli the high priest

◆ Hannah dedicates
her son, Samuel.

◆ Samuel leads Israel.

◆ Israel demands a king.

◆ David is anointed by Samuel.

◆ David kills Goliath.

David becomes king.

◆ David’s sin with Bathsheba

◆ Death of David

Solomon becomes king.

King Jeroboam of Israel

King Rehoboam of Judah

◆ Elijah defeats the 
prophets of Baal.

◆ Elisha prophesies. King Hezekiah restores the temple.

King Josiah fi nds the 
book of the law.

King Ahab and 
Queen Jezebel 
of Israel

King Cyrus of Persia

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 

◆ 1st Return: Zerubbabel

◆ Purim established.

◆ 2nd return: Ezra

◆ 3rd Return: Nehemiah

◆ Walls of Jerusalem rebuilt.

◆ Cain kills Abel.
◆ Abraham sends Hagar

and Ishmael away.

◆ Death of Abraham

◆ Death of Sarah

◆ God destroys Sodom
and Gomorrah.

◆ Jacob blesses his sons before his death.

◆ Death of Joseph

◆ Parting of the Sea

◆ Songs of Moses and Miriam
◆ Death of Saul and Jonathan.

◆ David brings the ark to Jerusalem.
◆ Elijah taken

to heaven.

◆ Ezra’s reforms

Between the Old and New Testaments  400 years

Greek Empire 

Ptolemies

Hasmoneans

Seleucids

Caesar 
Augustus

Herod 
the Great

◆ Hellenization begins.

◆ Maccabean Revolt led by
Judas Maccabeus.

◆ Hasmonean dynasty

◆ Death of Alexander

◆ Alexander’s empire
splits.

◆ Ptolemy captures Jerusalem.

◆ Seleucids defeat
the Ptolemies.

Herod the Great 
rules Judea.

Hanukkah: Temple 
rededicated. 164 BC

◆

◆

Herod begins 
expansion of 

temple complex.

◆

Alexander the 
Great conquers 
Judea. 332 BC

◆
Pompey conquers 
Jerusalem for 
Rome. 63 BC

◆

Roman EmpireJoseph  110 years

◆ Jacob deceives Isaac and is given
the blessing of the fi rstborn.

◆ Jacob and Esau reconcile.

◆ Death of Rachel

◆ Death of Isaac

◆ Joseph is made an offi  cial in Egypt.

◆ Joseph and his brothers reconcile.

Moses  120 years

Sarah  127 years

Abraham goes 
to Canaan.
2091 BC

◆

◆ Abraham is tested by 
God to sacrifi ce Isaac.

◆ Jonah in the belly
of a great fi sh

Queen Esther

Assyrian Empire

◆ Septuagint: translation of
Hebrew Scriptures into Greek 

◆ Earliest Dead Sea
Scrolls written.

◆ Pharisees and Sadducees
established as religious groups.

◆ Jewish self-rule begins;
free from Seleucid control.

First Triumvirate: Julius 
Caesar, Crassus, Pompey

◆

Spartacus leads 
a slave revolt.

◆

◆ Ruth marries 
Boaz.

◆ Adam and Eve expelled from Eden.

Israel enslaved 
in Egypt. 
(dates unknown)

Judges of Israel
(dates unknown)

◆ Moses fl ees Egypt.

Birth of Moses ◆

Egyptian Empire (New Kingdom)

King Jehoshaphat 
of Judah

King Uzziah of Judah

King Jehu of Israel

King Jeroboam II of Israel

◆

◆ Joseph thrown into prison.
Moses raised by 

Pharaoh’s daughter.
◆

◆◆
Moses drawn 
out of the Nile. 
1526 BC

◆

◆ Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
desecrates the temple.

Dates for events before Abraham are unknown.

Time line dates are approximate.

SONS OF JACOB (ISRAEL)
1. Reuben
2. Simeon
3. Levi
4. Judah
5. Dan
6. Naphtali
7. Gad
8. Asher
9. Issachar
10. Zebulun
11. Joseph
12. Benjamin

JUDGES
Othniel (40 years)
Ehud (80 years)
Shamgar (unknown)
Deborah (40 years)
Gideon (40 years)
Tola (23 years)
Jair (22 years)
Jephthah (6 years)
Ibzan (7 years)
Elon (10 years)
Abdon (8 years)
Samson (20 years) Kings and rulers are shown by length of reign 

and prophets by length of prophetic ministry.
Events in the intertestamental period are 
not recorded in the 66 books of the Bible.

Some scholars date the 
exodus at a low date of 1290 BC, 
in which case the era of the 
judges would be shorter. 
This time line follows a high 
date of 1446 BC.

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS
After the end of Old Testament history, the 
Persian Empire gave way to the Greeks, 
who brought their language, religion, 
and culture to conquered territories 
(Hellenization). Though Jews experienced a 
short period of independence, the Roman 
Empire came to rule the region through the 
time of Jesus and the early church.
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CHRONOLOGY of the BIBLE

NEW TESTAMENT
� e New Testament shows us what it means to be God’s people. In the
four gospels, we learn about God’s plan to rescue humanity from sin
and death through Jesus’ sacri� cial and saving work on the cross.

� e stories in the book of Acts and the letters (epistles) of the � rst
Christians explain how the good news of salvation spread rapidly, as 
the followers of Jesus set out to ful� ll the Great Commission—to make 
disciples of all nations. 

� e last book of the Bible, Revelation, tells us that God’s ultimate
resolution is yet to come. � e story that began in Genesis isn’t over.
God’s plan to redeem and restore a fallen world through Jesus Christ is
still being ful� lled in our world today.

OLD TESTAMENT
Beginning with Genesis, the Old Testament tells the story of God’s 
creation and follows the history of a chosen people through many 
centuries and places: from the patriarchs migrating to the land of 
Canaan to the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt; then into the barren 
wilderness of Sinai and the peoples’ return to the promised land; from 
a great kingdom united under leaders like David and Solomon to a 
kingdom conquered by powerful foreign empires. 

� rough all this, God’s grace still shines, illuminating the plan of the
One who would give an answer to the greatest human problem of sin
and death. � e Old Testament stories—hundreds, even thousands of
years before Jesus was born—provide a background for understanding
the reason Jesus came and what his death and resurrection means for
all people everywhere.

The beginnings of the world, 
humanity, sin, and redemption

God’s chosen family and his covenant with them Israel’s redemption out of Egypt and into the wilderness of Sinai Joshua’s conquest of Canaan and the era of the judges Israel’s tribes united as a kingdom Division of Israel and the fall of Israel and Judah Exile in Babylon and return to Jerusalem History between the Old Testament and New Testament

BEGINNINGS THE PATRIARCHS EGYPT AND THE EXODUS PROMISED LAND UNITED KINGDOM DIVIDED KINGDOM EXILE AND RETURN INTERTESTAMENTAL PERIOD
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Book of the Bible

KEY

Covenant

King or Queen

300 BC 200 BC 100 BC

EXODUS JOSHUA 1 SAMUEL 2 SAM.

1 CHR.

1 KINGS

2 CHRONICLES

EZRA NEHEMIAH2 KINGSNUM.

JOB

PSALMS

PROVERBS

ECCLESIASTES

SONG OF SONGS

RUTH

DEUTERONOMYLEVITICUS

JONAH

AMOS

HOSEA

ISAIAH

MICAH

NAHUM

ZEPHANIAH

JEREMIAH

HABAKKUK

OBADIAH

LAMENTATIONS

EZEKIEL

HAGGAI

MALACHI

JOEL

DANIEL

ESTHER

ZECHARIAH

GENESIS JUDGES

Israelites in Egypt  430 years

Abraham  175 years

Isaac  180 years

Jacob  147 years

United Kingdom of Israel  
120 years

Northern Kingdom of Israel  209 years

Southern Kingdom of Judah  345 years

Wilderness  
40 years

Exile  70 years

Babylonian Empire

Conquest 
of Canaan

7 years

Medo-Persian Empire

Era of the Judges 300 years
Daniel  70 years

Ezekiel  22 years

Saul David Solomon
Isaiah  

59 years
Jeremiah 
44 years

Creation:
6 days; rest 
on 7th day

Jacob’s family 
migrates to Egypt. 
1876 BC

Exodus
1446 BC 
(high date)

Joshua leads 
the conquest.
1406 BC

Saul: First king 
of Israel
1051 BC

Kingdom 
Divides.
931 BC

Israel Falls
to Assyria. 
722 BC

Judah Falls
to Babylon. 
586 BC

Temple is 
rebuilt.
516 BC

The Fall:
Sin and death

◆ Noah’s ark and the fl ood

◆ Tower of Babel

Abrahamic covenant

◆ Tabernacle built.

◆ Ten Commandments given.

◆ Ark of the covenant constructed.

◆ Israelites spy out Canaan.

Mosaic covenant

◆ First Passover

◆ Temple built in Jerusalem.

◆ Death of Solomon

Davidic covenant

◆ Exodus
1290 BC (low date)

◆ Temple destroyed.

Noahic covenant

◆ Isaac is born to
Abraham and Sarah.

◆ Jacob is renamed “Israel.” ◆ 10 plagues on Egypt

Adamic covenant

◆ Adam and Eve in the
garden of Eden

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆ Ishmael is born to Abraham 
and Hagar.

◆ God speaks to Moses from a burning bush.

◆ Death of Moses

◆ Rahab saves the spies.

◆ Walls of Jericho fall.

◆ Isaac marries Rebekah.

◆ Esau and Jacob are born.

◆ Jacob marries Leah and Rachel.

◆ Jacob has 12 sons.

◆ Joseph’s brothers sell him into slavery.

◆ Judah and Tamar have a son.

◆ Eli the high priest

◆ Hannah dedicates
her son, Samuel.

◆ Samuel leads Israel.

◆ Israel demands a king.

◆ David is anointed by Samuel.

◆ David kills Goliath.

David becomes king.

◆ David’s sin with Bathsheba

◆ Death of David

Solomon becomes king.

King Jeroboam of Israel

King Rehoboam of Judah

◆ Elijah defeats the 
prophets of Baal.

◆ Elisha prophesies. King Hezekiah restores the temple.

King Josiah fi nds the 
book of the law.

King Ahab and 
Queen Jezebel 
of Israel

King Cyrus of Persia

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 

◆ 1st Return: Zerubbabel

◆ Purim established.

◆ 2nd return: Ezra

◆ 3rd Return: Nehemiah

◆ Walls of Jerusalem rebuilt.

◆ Cain kills Abel.
◆ Abraham sends Hagar

and Ishmael away.

◆ Death of Abraham

◆ Death of Sarah

◆ God destroys Sodom
and Gomorrah.

◆ Jacob blesses his sons before his death.

◆ Death of Joseph

◆ Parting of the Sea

◆ Songs of Moses and Miriam
◆ Death of Saul and Jonathan.

◆ David brings the ark to Jerusalem.
◆ Elijah taken

to heaven.

◆ Ezra’s reforms

Between the Old and New Testaments  400 years

Greek Empire 

Ptolemies

Hasmoneans

Seleucids

Caesar 
Augustus

Herod 
the Great

◆ Hellenization begins.

◆ Maccabean Revolt led by
Judas Maccabeus.

◆ Hasmonean dynasty

◆ Death of Alexander

◆ Alexander’s empire
splits.

◆ Ptolemy captures Jerusalem.

◆ Seleucids defeat
the Ptolemies.

Herod the Great 
rules Judea.

Hanukkah: Temple 
rededicated. 164 BC

◆

◆

Herod begins 
expansion of 

temple complex.

◆

Alexander the 
Great conquers 
Judea. 332 BC

◆
Pompey conquers 
Jerusalem for 
Rome. 63 BC

◆

Roman EmpireJoseph  110 years

◆ Jacob deceives Isaac and is given
the blessing of the fi rstborn.

◆ Jacob and Esau reconcile.

◆ Death of Rachel

◆ Death of Isaac

◆ Joseph is made an offi  cial in Egypt.

◆ Joseph and his brothers reconcile.

Moses  120 years

Sarah  127 years

Abraham goes 
to Canaan.
2091 BC

◆

◆ Abraham is tested by 
God to sacrifi ce Isaac.

◆ Jonah in the belly
of a great fi sh

Queen Esther

Assyrian Empire

◆ Septuagint: translation of
Hebrew Scriptures into Greek 

◆ Earliest Dead Sea
Scrolls written.

◆ Pharisees and Sadducees
established as religious groups.

◆ Jewish self-rule begins;
free from Seleucid control.

First Triumvirate: Julius 
Caesar, Crassus, Pompey

◆

Spartacus leads 
a slave revolt.

◆

◆ Ruth marries 
Boaz.

◆ Adam and Eve expelled from Eden.

Israel enslaved 
in Egypt. 
(dates unknown)

Judges of Israel
(dates unknown)

◆ Moses fl ees Egypt.

Birth of Moses ◆

Egyptian Empire (New Kingdom)

King Jehoshaphat 
of Judah

King Uzziah of Judah

King Jehu of Israel

King Jeroboam II of Israel

◆

◆ Joseph thrown into prison.
Moses raised by 

Pharaoh’s daughter.
◆

◆◆
Moses drawn 
out of the Nile. 
1526 BC

◆

◆ Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
desecrates the temple.

Dates for events before Abraham are unknown.

Time line dates are approximate.

SONS OF JACOB (ISRAEL)
1. Reuben
2. Simeon
3. Levi
4. Judah
5. Dan
6. Naphtali
7. Gad
8. Asher
9. Issachar
10. Zebulun
11. Joseph
12. Benjamin

JUDGES
Othniel (40 years)
Ehud (80 years)
Shamgar (unknown)
Deborah (40 years)
Gideon (40 years)
Tola (23 years)
Jair (22 years)
Jephthah (6 years)
Ibzan (7 years)
Elon (10 years)
Abdon (8 years)
Samson (20 years) Kings and rulers are shown by length of reign 

and prophets by length of prophetic ministry.
Events in the intertestamental period are 
not recorded in the 66 books of the Bible.

Some scholars date the 
exodus at a low date of 1290 BC, 
in which case the era of the 
judges would be shorter. 
This time line follows a high 
date of 1446 BC.

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS
After the end of Old Testament history, the 
Persian Empire gave way to the Greeks, 
who brought their language, religion, 
and culture to conquered territories 
(Hellenization). Though Jews experienced a 
short period of independence, the Roman 
Empire came to rule the region through the 
time of Jesus and the early church.
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CHRONOLOGY of the BIBLE

NEW TESTAMENT
� e New Testament shows us what it means to be God’s people. In the
four gospels, we learn about God’s plan to rescue humanity from sin
and death through Jesus’ sacri� cial and saving work on the cross.

� e stories in the book of Acts and the letters (epistles) of the � rst
Christians explain how the good news of salvation spread rapidly, as 
the followers of Jesus set out to ful� ll the Great Commission—to make 
disciples of all nations. 

� e last book of the Bible, Revelation, tells us that God’s ultimate
resolution is yet to come. � e story that began in Genesis isn’t over.
God’s plan to redeem and restore a fallen world through Jesus Christ is
still being ful� lled in our world today.

OLD TESTAMENT
Beginning with Genesis, the Old Testament tells the story of God’s 
creation and follows the history of a chosen people through many 
centuries and places: from the patriarchs migrating to the land of 
Canaan to the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt; then into the barren 
wilderness of Sinai and the peoples’ return to the promised land; from 
a great kingdom united under leaders like David and Solomon to a 
kingdom conquered by powerful foreign empires. 

� rough all this, God’s grace still shines, illuminating the plan of the
One who would give an answer to the greatest human problem of sin
and death. � e Old Testament stories—hundreds, even thousands of
years before Jesus was born—provide a background for understanding
the reason Jesus came and what his death and resurrection means for
all people everywhere.

The beginnings of the world, 
humanity, sin, and redemption

God’s chosen family and his covenant with them Israel’s redemption out of Egypt and into the wilderness of Sinai Joshua’s conquest of Canaan and the era of the judges Israel’s tribes united as a kingdom Division of Israel and the fall of Israel and Judah Exile in Babylon and return to Jerusalem History between the Old Testament and New Testament
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GENESIS JUDGES

Israelites in Egypt  430 years

Abraham  175 years

Isaac  180 years

Jacob  147 years

United Kingdom of Israel  
120 years

Northern Kingdom of Israel  209 years

Southern Kingdom of Judah  345 years

Wilderness  
40 years

Exile  70 years

Babylonian Empire

Conquest 
of Canaan

7 years

Medo-Persian Empire

Era of the Judges 300 years
Daniel  70 years

Ezekiel  22 years

Saul David Solomon
Isaiah  

59 years
Jeremiah 
44 years

Creation:
6 days; rest 
on 7th day

Jacob’s family 
migrates to Egypt. 
1876 BC

Exodus
1446 BC 
(high date)

Joshua leads 
the conquest.
1406 BC

Saul: First king 
of Israel
1051 BC

Kingdom 
Divides.
931 BC

Israel Falls
to Assyria. 
722 BC

Judah Falls
to Babylon. 
586 BC

Temple is 
rebuilt.
516 BC

The Fall:
Sin and death

◆ Noah’s ark and the fl ood

◆ Tower of Babel

Abrahamic covenant

◆ Tabernacle built.

◆ Ten Commandments given.

◆ Ark of the covenant constructed.

◆ Israelites spy out Canaan.

Mosaic covenant

◆ First Passover

◆ Temple built in Jerusalem.

◆ Death of Solomon

Davidic covenant

◆ Exodus
1290 BC (low date)

◆ Temple destroyed.

Noahic covenant

◆ Isaac is born to
Abraham and Sarah.

◆ Jacob is renamed “Israel.” ◆ 10 plagues on Egypt

Adamic covenant

◆ Adam and Eve in the
garden of Eden

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆ Ishmael is born to Abraham 
and Hagar.

◆ God speaks to Moses from a burning bush.

◆ Death of Moses

◆ Rahab saves the spies.

◆ Walls of Jericho fall.

◆ Isaac marries Rebekah.

◆ Esau and Jacob are born.

◆ Jacob marries Leah and Rachel.

◆ Jacob has 12 sons.

◆ Joseph’s brothers sell him into slavery.

◆ Judah and Tamar have a son.

◆ Eli the high priest

◆ Hannah dedicates
her son, Samuel.

◆ Samuel leads Israel.

◆ Israel demands a king.

◆ David is anointed by Samuel.

◆ David kills Goliath.

David becomes king.

◆ David’s sin with Bathsheba

◆ Death of David

Solomon becomes king.

King Jeroboam of Israel

King Rehoboam of Judah

◆ Elijah defeats the 
prophets of Baal.

◆ Elisha prophesies. King Hezekiah restores the temple.

King Josiah fi nds the 
book of the law.

King Ahab and 
Queen Jezebel 
of Israel

King Cyrus of Persia

King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon 

◆ 1st Return: Zerubbabel

◆ Purim established.

◆ 2nd return: Ezra

◆ 3rd Return: Nehemiah

◆ Walls of Jerusalem rebuilt.

◆ Cain kills Abel.
◆ Abraham sends Hagar

and Ishmael away.

◆ Death of Abraham

◆ Death of Sarah

◆ God destroys Sodom
and Gomorrah.

◆ Jacob blesses his sons before his death.

◆ Death of Joseph

◆ Parting of the Sea

◆ Songs of Moses and Miriam
◆ Death of Saul and Jonathan.

◆ David brings the ark to Jerusalem.
◆ Elijah taken

to heaven.

◆ Ezra’s reforms

Between the Old and New Testaments  400 years

Greek Empire 

Ptolemies

Hasmoneans

Seleucids

Caesar 
Augustus

Herod 
the Great

◆ Hellenization begins.

◆ Maccabean Revolt led by
Judas Maccabeus.

◆ Hasmonean dynasty

◆ Death of Alexander

◆ Alexander’s empire
splits.

◆ Ptolemy captures Jerusalem.

◆ Seleucids defeat
the Ptolemies.

Herod the Great 
rules Judea.

Hanukkah: Temple 
rededicated. 164 BC

◆

◆

Herod begins 
expansion of 

temple complex.

◆

Alexander the 
Great conquers 
Judea. 332 BC

◆
Pompey conquers 
Jerusalem for 
Rome. 63 BC

◆

Roman EmpireJoseph  110 years

◆ Jacob deceives Isaac and is given
the blessing of the fi rstborn.

◆ Jacob and Esau reconcile.

◆ Death of Rachel

◆ Death of Isaac

◆ Joseph is made an offi  cial in Egypt.

◆ Joseph and his brothers reconcile.

Moses  120 years

Sarah  127 years

Abraham goes 
to Canaan.
2091 BC

◆

◆ Abraham is tested by 
God to sacrifi ce Isaac.

◆ Jonah in the belly
of a great fi sh

Queen Esther

Assyrian Empire

◆ Septuagint: translation of
Hebrew Scriptures into Greek 

◆ Earliest Dead Sea
Scrolls written.

◆ Pharisees and Sadducees
established as religious groups.

◆ Jewish self-rule begins;
free from Seleucid control.

First Triumvirate: Julius 
Caesar, Crassus, Pompey

◆

Spartacus leads 
a slave revolt.

◆

◆ Ruth marries 
Boaz.

◆ Adam and Eve expelled from Eden.

Israel enslaved 
in Egypt. 
(dates unknown)

Judges of Israel
(dates unknown)

◆ Moses fl ees Egypt.

Birth of Moses ◆

Egyptian Empire (New Kingdom)

King Jehoshaphat 
of Judah

King Uzziah of Judah

King Jehu of Israel

King Jeroboam II of Israel

◆

◆ Joseph thrown into prison.
Moses raised by 

Pharaoh’s daughter.
◆

◆◆
Moses drawn 
out of the Nile. 
1526 BC

◆

◆ Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
desecrates the temple.

Dates for events before Abraham are unknown.

Time line dates are approximate.

SONS OF JACOB (ISRAEL)
1. Reuben
2. Simeon
3. Levi
4. Judah
5. Dan
6. Naphtali
7. Gad
8. Asher
9. Issachar
10. Zebulun
11. Joseph
12. Benjamin

JUDGES
Othniel (40 years)
Ehud (80 years)
Shamgar (unknown)
Deborah (40 years)
Gideon (40 years)
Tola (23 years)
Jair (22 years)
Jephthah (6 years)
Ibzan (7 years)
Elon (10 years)
Abdon (8 years)
Samson (20 years) Kings and rulers are shown by length of reign 

and prophets by length of prophetic ministry.
Events in the intertestamental period are 
not recorded in the 66 books of the Bible.

Some scholars date the 
exodus at a low date of 1290 BC, 
in which case the era of the 
judges would be shorter. 
This time line follows a high 
date of 1446 BC.

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS
After the end of Old Testament history, the 
Persian Empire gave way to the Greeks, 
who brought their language, religion, 
and culture to conquered territories 
(Hellenization). Though Jews experienced a 
short period of independence, the Roman 
Empire came to rule the region through the 
time of Jesus and the early church.

 © 2020 Rose Publishing, LLC
Rose Publishing, LLC
An imprint of Hendrickson Publishing Group
www.hendricksonrose.com

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without 
permission in writing from the publisher.

Some Bible chronologies may di­ er in specifi c dates, eras, and order of 
events. We have strived to ensure that the material presented here is 
consistent with widely held interpretations among Bible scholars.

Photos used under license from Shutterstock.com.

RELIGION/Biblical Reference/General

Stock #4239X Chronology of the Bible pamphlet
 Retailers: Package of 5 pamphlets = Stock #4246X

Printed in the United States of America.  
010620SCG

CHRONOLOGY of the BIBLE

NEW TESTAMENT
� e New Testament shows us what it means to be God’s people. In the
four gospels, we learn about God’s plan to rescue humanity from sin
and death through Jesus’ sacri� cial and saving work on the cross.

� e stories in the book of Acts and the letters (epistles) of the � rst
Christians explain how the good news of salvation spread rapidly, as 
the followers of Jesus set out to ful� ll the Great Commission—to make 
disciples of all nations. 

� e last book of the Bible, Revelation, tells us that God’s ultimate
resolution is yet to come. � e story that began in Genesis isn’t over.
God’s plan to redeem and restore a fallen world through Jesus Christ is
still being ful� lled in our world today.

OLD TESTAMENT
Beginning with Genesis, the Old Testament tells the story of God’s 
creation and follows the history of a chosen people through many 
centuries and places: from the patriarchs migrating to the land of 
Canaan to the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt; then into the barren 
wilderness of Sinai and the peoples’ return to the promised land; from 
a great kingdom united under leaders like David and Solomon to a 
kingdom conquered by powerful foreign empires. 

� rough all this, God’s grace still shines, illuminating the plan of the
One who would give an answer to the greatest human problem of sin
and death. � e Old Testament stories—hundreds, even thousands of
years before Jesus was born—provide a background for understanding
the reason Jesus came and what his death and resurrection means for
all people everywhere.

The beginnings of the world, 
humanity, sin, and redemption
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