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Introduction

Imagine rooting around in your 
grandparent’s basement and finding a 
massive bundle of documents. There 

are old journals, business cards, assorted 
postcards from exotic places, some love 
letters, tattered newspaper clippings, 
baptismal and death certificates, marriage 
licenses, military awards, and lots of faded 
photos. You’ve just discovered a treasure 
trove of artifacts from your past! Think of 
all the stories that bundle represents—
trips, jobs, weddings, illnesses, births, 
achievements, and funerals. And all 
together, those dusty old documents tell 
an even bigger story—the story of an 
entire family.

In a sense, that’s what the Bible is. It’s an 
ancient collection of sacred records that 
God supernaturally guided his people 

to write, preserve, and gather. When we 
peruse this holy anthology of writings, we 
find poetry, history, genealogies, verbal 
snapshots, and so much more. From 
Genesis to Revelation, we encounter 
hundreds of individual stories. And all 
together, these smaller stories comprise 
one big story—the story of God’s people 
and God’s love for the world.

How big a story are we talking? Try 
750,000 words (give or take a few 
thousand depending on which Bible 
translation you’ve got). Maybe the mere 
thought of reading a story that epic 
intimidates you. Fear not, millions have 
done it, and you can too. And here’s some 
help along the way. This chronological 
guide is designed to give you a quick, 
story-by-story overview of the Bible—the 
most read and most influential book of  
all time! 
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The Story of  
the Bible

Like all stories, the story of the Bible 
includes a few basic components. 
There are characters—the men, 

women, and families that the biblical story 
is about. There are also the characters 
of the spiritual realm—angels, demons, 
and the antagonist Satan. But the main 
character is God, his Son Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit. 

The setting of the story takes place mainly 
in the Middle East, Asia, and Europe, 
though we do get occasional peeks into 
heaven. 

And don’t forget, all stories include a 
conflict—a problem to be solved. What the 
characters do to overcome that problem is 
the plot of the story.

In the Bible, the conflict happens right at 
the beginning. God’s beloved creatures and 
beautiful world are ruined by sin. Adam 
and Eve’s rebellion brings the curse of 
sin and death into their perfect lives and 
pristine world. What will God do to rescue 
his rebellious creatures? 

Shock of shocks, God handpicks an old, 
childless couple, Abraham and Sarah, and 
promises to make them into a great nation 
and bless the entire world through them! 
However, God’s chosen family often fails to 
live as he commands. The Old Testament 
stories feature men and women who 
sometimes turn their hearts toward God, 
but other times turn their backs on him. 
Kingdoms and rulers rise and crumble. 
The curse of sin is not broken. 

Then, after the last book of the Old 
Testament, nearly four centuries pass. 
The people of God find themselves at the 
mercy of foreign powers. They wonder: 
What about all those divine promises of a 
glorious future? Where is the Messiah that 
the prophets talked about?

Enter Jesus. This son born to Mary and 
Joseph of Nazareth is actually the Messiah 
promised in the Scriptures. Jesus is the 
unlikely hero of God’s story. And what 
does Jesus do? He gathers followers. He 
claims to be divine. He tells people to put 
their faith in him. After living a sinless 
life, he willingly suffers an excruciating 
death on a Roman cross, offering his life 
as the payment for sin. He then defeats 
death, walking out of a borrowed grave! 
His followers take his message of love, 
forgiveness, and new life to the ends of the 
earth. 

Most stories conclude with a resolution to 
the problem presented at the outset. Here’s 
what’s fascinating about God’s story: The 
Bible’s last book—Revelation—tells us that 
God’s ultimate resolution is yet to come. 
The story isn’t over. We get to play a part 
in God’s holy plot to redeem and restore all 
things through Jesus Christ. 

The Bible isn’t simply “a bunch of 
documents from the past.” It’s that portion 
of God’s story that the prophets and 
apostles recorded “as examples for us”  
(1 Cor. 10:11 nlt). Until Jesus returns, we 
get to add to the great, unfolding story. 
When Christ returns, he will conclude 
his two-part mission to vanquish evil and 
make all things new.





 CHAPTER 1  

From Creation to the Flood

Days of Creation

The Fall

Noah’s Ark

The Beginning 
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All stories have a beginning. The story of 
the Bible starts not with the “once upon 
a time” of fairy tales, but with four 

other unforgettable words: “In the beginning 
God . . .” (Gen. 1:1). The biblical story begins 
with God. Before the existence of the world as 
we know it today, before millennia of human 
history, before even the formation of galaxies 
and planets, there was God. 

Genesis, the first book of the Bible, is the 
account of how all good things in this world 
began, and how so much of it went terribly 

wrong.

Creation
Genesis 1–2
The first chapter of Genesis tells how God 
brought form to the formless and filled the 
emptiness with life. “Now the earth was 
formless and empty . . . and God said, ‘Let 
there be light, and there was light’”  
(Gen. 1:2–3).  

With the power of his word, God created light 
where there was none, put the galaxies in 
space, made birds to fill the air and fish to 

fill the seas, and like a potter at his wheel, 
he formed the first human being from the 
dust of the ground. What an extraordinary 
sight that must have been! 

The creation story reveals who God is. He is 
the Creator who gives life to humanity and 
all living things. This world is his beautiful 
and “very good” creation (Gen. 1:31). In 
this story, we see God as designer, artist, 
architect, and life-giver; a good and loving 
God who takes delight in his creation.

There is a well-known speech by the apostle 
Paul in the New Testament in which he 
declares, “The God who made the world and 
everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 
earth and does not live in temples built by 
human hands. And he is not served by human 
hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he 
himself gives everyone life and breath and 
everything else. From one man he made all 
the nations, that they should inhabit the 
whole earth” (Acts 17:24–26). Paul’s words 
echo what the first chapter of the Bible 
teaches. God, the maker of all things, cannot 
be confined to a single place—not a mountain 
top, not a temple, not even a church building. 
He needs nothing, yet freely gives life to all.

The creation story also tells us something 
about ourselves. We are not here by accident. 
Our Creator purposefully designed us to 
reflect himself: “God created mankind in 
his own image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created 
them” (Gen. 1:27). He made the first man, 
Adam, from the dust of the ground, and 
the first woman, Eve, from Adam’s side. As 
image-bearers of God, their directive was 
an important one: to fill the earth and reign 
over God’s creation.

 

GENESIS     

Time/Place 
Genesis covers from the creation of the world to the 
story of Joseph in Egypt around 1800 bc. The stories 
take place in Mesopotamia, Canaan, and Egypt.

The Book  
Genesis is a book about beginnings. The word genesis 
comes from a Greek word meaning “to be born.” 
Chapters 1–3 explain the origin of the world and 
humanity, followed by the origin of nations in chapters 
4–11; and chapters 12–50 deal with the origin of Israel.

Key Verse 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth” (Gen. 1:1).
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Days of Creation Genesis 1:1–2:3

 

Day 1: God creates day and night by 
dividing light from the darkness.

Day 4: God creates the sun, moon, and 
stars to fill the day and the night.

Day 2: God creates the sky and waters by 
separating the waters.

Day 5: God creates birds to fill the skies and 
fish to fill the seas.

Day 3: God creates the seas and dry land 
by gathering the waters together. God 
makes vegetation to grow on the land.

Day 6: God creates animals and humans to 
fill the land.

Day 7: God rests on the seventh day and 
blesses it and makes it holy.

Days of Forming Days of Filling
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A Fallen World
Genesis 3–5
The first two chapters of Genesis portray a 
picture of the world that is “very good”  
(Gen. 1:31). God put the first man and 
woman in the garden of Eden, a place where 
they cared for God’s creation and God cared 
for them. Both Adam and Eve were naked 
and felt no shame (Gen. 2:25).

Consider the world as it is today. It’s easy to 
see that many things are not the way they 
should be. If everything was once so good, 
how did it go so wrong? The next chapter in 
Genesis answers this question. 

As image bearers of God, Adam and Eve had 
a choice: trust in the goodness of their 
creator or go their own way, rebelling against 
the kind of life God had given them. God 
issued them one restriction: “You must not 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, for when you eat from it you will 
certainly die” (Gen. 2:17). 

Deceived by a manipulative serpent, Eve 
chose the fruit of the one tree that was off-
limits. (Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 point to 
the involvement of Satan—“that ancient 
serpent”—in this deception in the garden.) 
Adam also ate the fruit and things were 
never the same. Shame, followed by hiding 
from God, was their immediate response 
(Gen. 3:7–8). The man and woman had 
known only the goodness of God. In rebellion 
against their maker, they came to know evil 
as well. 

They tried to hide from God, but it was no 
use. Sinful choices have consequences. Our 
decisions matter, just as they did for Adam 
and Eve. The first couple—and all humanity 
thereafter—was banished from the garden 
of Eden. Sinfulness, corruption, pain, and 
death entered the world. Life became very 
difficult—physical pain, hard work, broken 
relationships with each other and with God, 
and ultimately death. The world was no 
longer the way it should be.

The following stories in the book of Genesis 
give a clear—and at times disturbing—
portrait of the effects of the sin. This is 
especially seen in the story of two of Adam 
and Eve’s sons: Cain and Abel. Cain, jealous 
that Abel’s sacrifice was accepted by God 
when his was not, plotted to kill his own 
brother. The sin of jealousy overtook Cain 
and he committed the first murder.

ANGELS AND DEMONS

Though not mentioned in the Genesis creation 
narrative, other Bible passages reveal that God 
also created angels, holy messengers tasked to 
do his will (Ps. 148:2–5; Job 38:4–7). 

We don’t know exactly when, but sometime 
after creation and before Satan tempted Eve, 
a portion of the angels rebelled against their 
maker (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). The chief of these 
fallen angels is Satan, called the devil or the 
“prince of demons” (Matt. 12:22–32). In the end, 
God will completely and eternally defeat Satan 
and his demons (Matt. 25:41).
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Life Spans from Adam to Abraham
Genesis 5:1–32; 11:10–26; 25:7

ADAM lived for 930 years.

	 SETH lived for 912 years.

	 ENOSH lived for 905 years.

	 KENAN lived for 910 years.

	 MAHALALEL lived for 895 years.

	 JARED lived for 962 years.

	 ENOCH lived for 365 years, then God took him.

	 METHUSELAH lived for 969 years.

				    LAMECH lived for 777 years.

					     NOAH lived for 950 years.    

							              • The Flood (Noah at age 600)

	 SHEM lived for 600 years.

	 ARPHAXAD lived for 438 years.

	 SHELAH lived for 433 years. 

	 EBER lived for 464 years.

	 PELEG lived for 239 years.

	 REU lived for 239 years.

	 SERUG lived for 230 years.

	 NAHOR lived for 148 years.

	 TERAH lived for 205 years.

	 ABRAHAM lived for 175 years.

The lines in this chart indicate the length of the person’s life in relation to the others.
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Noah’s Ark
Genesis 6–11
At this point in the biblical story, many years 
had passed since Adam and Eve, and the 
human race increased rapidly, but so did evil, 
corruption, and violence (Gen. 6:5, 12). 

The creator who had given life in the first 
chapters of Genesis, here in chapter 6, 
concludes that the wickedness of humanity 
was so great that he would take away the all 
the life he had made on the face of the earth. 
The means of destruction would be a massive 
flood like the world had never seen before!

The flood story can be viewed as a kind of 
reverse creation story. It’s the undoing of the 
created world that had become so corrupted.

Yet there was one man who had found 
favor with God. Noah, whose name means 
“comfort” or “relief,” was a righteous and 
blameless person who walked with God 
(Gen. 6:8–9). God chose to save Noah and 
his family from his wrath against evil in 
the world. In a way, the life-destroying flood 
would bring about a new start for humanity, 
another beginning.

By faith, Noah did exactly as God instructed 
and built a large ark. Then, the flood waters 
came and covered the entire earth. For one 
year, Noah, his family, and many pairs of 
animals survived inside the ark. All other life 
on the land was destroyed. The breath of life 
we read about earlier in Genesis is snuffed 
out, save for a few on the ark. Finally, the 
waters receded and Noah and his family and 
all the animals exited the ark. 

God made an everlasting covenant with 
Noah and all living creatures. He declared 
that never again would he destroy the earth 
in a flood. The rainbow in the sky would be 
the “sign of the covenant,” a reminder that 
God will keep his promise (Gen. 9:12–17).

Though it was a new beginning, the 
fallen state of humanity and of the world 
continued. It wasn’t long before Noah and 
his family were acting sinfully and reaping 
the consequences.
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Chronology of the Flood
Genesis 7–8

Noah, his family, and the 
animals enter the ark.

Rain begins to fall.

Rain stops; the 
earth is covered 
with water.

Water begins 
to recede; 
ark rests on 
Mt. Ararat.

Mountain tops become visible.

Noah sends out a 
raven, but it cannot 
find land.

Noah sees that 
the ground  
is drying.

Noah sends out 
a dove, but it 
cannot find land.

Noah, his 
family, and 

the animals 
exit the ark.

Noah sends 
out a dove; it 
returns with an 
olive leaf.

1 40 150 224 264 271 285278 300 370

FLOOD EVENT DAYS

7 days before the flood

150 d
ays

150 days

Noah sends out 
a dove; it doesn’t 
return because it 
finds land.
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Creation: In 6 days, 
God creates the 
world and human 
beings in his image. 
Gen. 1–2

The Flood: God 
sends a flood to 
cover the earth. 
Gen. 7:6–24

Noah, his family, 
and pairs of every 
kind of animal 
enter the ark. 
Gen. 7:1–5

The flood waters 
recede. Noah, his 
family, and the 
animals exit the ark. 
Gen. 8:1–19

God rests on 
the 7th day. 
Gen. 2:2

Adamic Covenant: 
God’s promise to 
provide for his creation. 
Gen. 1:26–30; 2:15–17

At God’s instruction, 
Noah builds an ark. 
Gen. 6

 The book of Hebrews lists 
Noah as an example of faith 

for building the ark by trusting 
what God had told him. Heb. 11:7

 As Noah and his family 
were saved from death in 

the flood, so we are saved 
by Jesus and his resurrection 
from the dead. 1 Peter 3:20–22

 One day God 
will create a new 

heaven and a new 
earth. Rev. 21

 The book of Hebrews speaks of 
a true Sabbath-rest of peace for 

those who trust in Jesus. Heb. 4:1–11

 Luke traces Jesus’ 
genealogy all the 

way back to the first 
human, Adam. Luke 3:38
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Noahic Covenant: 
Never again will God 
destroy the earth in a 
flood; rainbow is the 
sign of the covenant. 
Gen. 8:20–9:17

God banishes 
Adam and 
Eve from the 
garden of Eden. 
Gen. 3:8–34

Noah plants a 
vineyard and 
gets drunk. 
Gen. 9:18–29

Cain kills his 
brother Abel: 
the first murder. 
Gen. 4

Population 
increases 
and so does 
sinfulness. 
Gen. 5–6

The Fall: Adam and Eve 
break God’s command by 
eating from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
Gen. 3:1–7

Noah’s descendants 
populate the earth. 
Gen. 10

 Genesis 3:15 points to the 
coming of Jesus who will defeat 

Satan: “I will put enmity between 
you [the serpent] and the woman, 
and between your offspring and 
hers; he will crush your head, and 
you will strike his heel.” See also  
Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8

 In his vision of God’s 
heavenly throne room, 

John sees a magnificent 
rainbow. Rev. 4:3

 Noah and 
his son Shem 

are listed in the 
genealogy of 
Jesus. Luke 3:36

 In the book 
of Revelation, 

the serpent who 
deceived Eve is 
identified as Satan.  
Rev. 12:9; 20:2

 Paul explains that 
death and sin entered 

the world through one man. 
But death is not the final 
word: “As in Adam all die, 
so in Christ all will be made 
alive.” Rom. 5:12; 1 Cor. 15:22

At the Tower of Babel, 
God confuses language 
and scatters the people. 
Gen. 11

TIME LINE KEY

Prophecy Fulfilled by Jesus

Person in the Genealogy of Jesus

New Testament Connection
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