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Foreword

“He’s not going to do it again today,” I thought to myself on 
many mornings during Pentateuch class in seminary. One 
can only tolerate so many paradigm shifts in a month. If I 
am exaggerating my experience of Dr. Kline’s lectures, it is 
only slightly.

The Gospels are the natural place to find an unfolding 
narrative of redemption. Many of us began our Christian nur-
ture with John’s Gospel. New believers, even non-Christians, 
can read the Gospel and get the basic plotline of our Lord’s in-
carnation, life, death, and resurrection. And yet the evangelist 
weaves much of the story around Israel’s festivals—landmarks 
of God’s mighty acts in the past—that he presents as fulfilled 
in Jesus Christ. Old Testament promise and New Testament 
fulfillment: without knowing something about the former, the 
latter strikes us gentiles as offering remote and strange details 
that are incidental to the plot. But they are not incidental, of 
course; they are the plot.

It was from my introduction to Reformed theology that 
I began to realize that I had been working with only half of 
the pieces in the puzzle box. Or, to change metaphors, I was 
walking into an epic film halfway into the story. Of course, 
I was aware that there were various Old Testament prophe-
cies that Jesus fulfilled. But it was nothing like the libretto of 
Handel’s Messiah, where whole chunks of prophetic Scripture 
were somehow thought to be crucial to Christmas and Easter. 
In the churches of my youth, it seemed that we did not really 



know what to do with the Old Testament. Or at least I didn’t. 
Beyond the handful of prophecies we used in apologetics, I as-
sumed that Moses was the paradigmatic lawgiver, that Joshua 
was the ideal warrior and godly leader, and that the prophets 
were talking mostly about what would happen in 1948, when 
Israel became a nation again. One of our hymns, “Dare to Be 
a Daniel,” said it all: these were characters in something closer 
to Aesop’s Fables, with a moral at the end.

I came to Westminster Seminary California convinced that 
the Old Testament was more than a treasure trove of character 
studies. But it is one thing to know you should “look for Christ 
in all of the Scriptures” and quite another to know how to do it 
and where to find anticipations of Christ from Genesis to Mala-
chi. It was Dr. Kline as well as Mark Futato who provided the 
other half of those puzzle pieces and, more than that, put them 
together in such a way that they revealed the figure of Jesus.

This volume is not a commentary in the usual sense. One 
will not find the author’s “homework” in these notes, and 
originally there were not even any footnotes.1 It is laconic, 
concentrating on the key lines in the script. In terms of style, 
it reads more like a running series of comments—like those in 
a good study Bible—than a critical engagement with sources, 
particularly alternative interpretations.

Nevertheless, the homework is there, the fruit of decades 
of stewing in the juices of the Hebrew text and in the myriad 
subfields of Old Testament research. After teaching at West-
minster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, Claremont 
Graduate School, and Reformed Theological Seminary, Kline 
divided his time in later years between Gordon-Conwell 
and Westminster Seminary California (1981–2002). All the 
while, he was an active minister in the Orthodox Presbyterian 

1. As indicated in the Editor’s Preface below, the footnotes in 
this volume have been added by Dr. Kline’s grandson Jonathan.
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Church, always committed to preparing ministers to proclaim 
the whole counsel of God. Dr. Kline’s forte was painting a 
forest without missing the trees. For example, in this work 
he points out small things in the text, like Hebrew puns on 
names that highlight the details of the narrative, but he also 
offers sweeping vistas—more than that, broader categories for 
interpreting specific details.

First, there is the relationship of canon and covenant, 
which he had developed especially in Treaty of the Great 
King: The Covenantal Structure of Deuteronomy (1963) and 
The Structure of Biblical Authority (1997). Just as Genesis and 
the early chapters of Exodus provide a historical prologue to 
the Sinai covenant, Gen 1–3 is itself a covenantal treaty docu-
ment in its own right, with a preamble (identifying Yahweh 
as the Suzerain), a historical prologue (God’s lordly rights as 
Creator of heaven and earth), and the giving of stipulations 
and sanctions (to Adam as the vassal). The comparison of 
biblical covenants to Hittite, Assyrian, and Egyptian treaties 
became a cottage industry in Ancient Near Eastern Stud-
ies. But more than any other figure, Dr. Kline, who earned 
his PhD in Assyriology and Egyptology from Dropsie Col-
lege, brought these studies into Reformed circles. He brings 
these insights into fresh explorations of the sacraments in By 
Oath Consigned (1968) and in his remarkable study Kingdom 
Prologue: Genesis Foundations for a Covenantal Worldview 
(2000), which is a good companion to the present volume.

Second, Dr. Kline highlights the structural divisions 
within the text itself, particularly the way in which the narra-
tive is arranged according to “the generations of ” particular 
figures. Genealogies are not just random, much less complete 
sets of, details. The goal is theological: to underscore the dy-
namic of the covenantal drama in its onward stride toward 
fulfillment. A further literary division in the patriarchal nar-
ratives is created by “the descent of the house of Jacob into 
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Egypt for their long sojourn in the land of Ham” (p. 117), 
which in various ways anticipates the career of the greater 
Jacob and Joseph. Then in Gen 38 all focus turns to Judah’s 
messianic line (p. 120).

Third, and most importantly, Dr. Kline reads the Old Tes-
tament in the light of the New, while taking the specifics of the 
former seriously in their own right. More than typology, his 
reading focuses on the unfolding plan of redemption in the 
manner of Geerhardus Vos. The emphasis is not merely on 
how a person, place, or thing in the Old Testament represents 
Jesus directly, but on how each episode fits in the developing 
plotline leading to the Messiah from the promise that God 
made to Adam and Eve in Gen 3:15. This Christocentric focus 
is what makes this commentary so personally edifying as well 
as illuminating. It is God’s initiative in sovereign grace that 
keeps history moving even when the covenant partner seems 
to bring it all to a standstill by disobedience and unbelief. In 
other words, Kline connects the dots, as he does in greater 
detail in other important works, such as Glory in Our Midst: 
A Biblical-Theological Reading of Zechariah’s Night Visions 
(2001) and God, Heaven and Har Magedon: A Covenantal Tale 
of Cosmos and Telos (2006). In addition to his Christocentric 
focus, his Images of the Spirit (1980) provides the richest ex-
ploration that I have found concerning the Spirit’s person and 
work in the Old Testament.

It is a singular honor to write the foreword for this post-
humously published commentary on Genesis. I trust that you 
too will discover a treasure of mature wisdom in these pages 
and, above all, the wonderful truth that Christ himself is the 
highest wisdom from God.

Michael S. Horton, PhD 
J. Gresham Machen Professor of Systematic Theology and 
Apologetics, Westminster Seminary California
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A Note on the Translation Used

Unless otherwise marked, the translations of the biblical text 
in this book are those of the 1984 version of the NIV, though 
the author has occasionally made slight modifications to this 
translation without having noted that he has done so.





Editor’s Preface

My grandfather wrote the commentary found on the follow-
ing pages in the mid-1990s, not long after he had finished his 
magnum opus, Kingdom Prologue.1 The commentary was not 
published during his lifetime, and it is being made available 
now for the first time. In 2008, the year after my grandfather 
passed away, I started going through some boxes containing 
his old files and came across a typescript of this work tucked 
away amid his lecture and sermon notes, correspondence 
from fellow scholars, and various other papers. I proceeded 
to type the manuscript in electronic format so that it could be 
better preserved for posterity, but then nearly another decade 
went by during which, alas, the commentary lay dormant on 
my hard drive. I am thankful finally to have found the time 
now to edit the work and prepare it for publication.

Several considerations led me and my colleagues at Hen-
drickson Publishers, where I presently serve as the academic 
editor, to name this work (for which my grandfather did not 
himself provide a title) Genesis: A New Commentary. First, as 
I have mentioned, the commentary, although it is now about 
twenty years old, is as far as its publication and availability 
are concerned a new, posthumous piece. The word “new” 

1. As noted above in the section on Abbreviations and Cross-
Referenced Works, the version of Kingdom Prologue that is cited in 
the footnotes of this book was published in 2000, but my grand-
father originally published Kingdom Prologue privately, in three 
volumes, from 1981 to 1989.



also seemed appropriate to describe the commentary since, 
as anyone familiar with my grandfather’s other writings or 
with his teaching is aware (and as Michael Horton’s foreword 
to this book attests), he regularly provided fresh, sometimes 
paradigm-changing perspectives on how the Bible can be 
read. Finally, the present commentary is actually the second 
of two note-style, verse-by-verse commentaries on Genesis 
that my grandfather wrote; the first appeared in 1970,2 but—
while that one is still interesting and helpful—the present one, 
which he wrote half a century later, reflects his more mature, 
developed views on Genesis, especially as he worked them out 
in the 1980s while he was writing Kingdom Prologue.

I have heard students who took my grandfather’s course 
on Old Testament biblical theology, which he taught under 
various names at several seminaries over the years and which 
began with a discussion of Gen 1:1, joke that he only rarely 
made it past Gen 3 by the end of the semester. They would 
quickly add, however, that in providing a detailed exegesis 
of these first chapters of the Bible, what he was really doing 
was taking them on a grand biblical-theological tour cover-
ing Genesis to Revelation and all of history—a spiritual and 
intellectual journey of discovery one can also experience by 
reading Kingdom Prologue (which ostensibly focuses on Gen 
1–15) and, to a certain though lesser extent, the present com-
mentary as well. The latter work’s nature as a brief, verse-
by-verse commentary prodded my grandfather to proffer his 
perspectives on, if not every verse in the book of Genesis, at 
least most of them. His penchant for focusing on the book’s 
earlier chapters—which he considered the most theologically 
significant for the development of redemptive history—still 
comes through, however: the first two-fifths of the commen-

2. “Genesis,” in The New Bible Commentary, ed. D. Guthrie, 3rd 
ed. (Downers Grove, IL; InterVarsity Press, 1970), 79–114.
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tary is devoted to the so-called primeval history, which con-
stitutes about the first one-fifth of the book of Genesis.

My editorial interventions to this work have been quite 
minor, though I have done a few things. First, I have performed 
the normal basic editorial tasks, such as correcting minor er-
rors and making the formatting of the manuscript clear and 
consistent, and I have also rearranged a small amount of ma-
terial for clarity. In addition, wherever my grandfather alludes 
to a Hebrew term, or to more than one (almost invariably with 
reference to a pun in the text), I have supplied the Hebrew 
word(s) in question, in transliteration and sometimes with an 
explanation. My hope is that these additions (which always 
take the form of footnotes) will clarify certain points that my 
grandfather makes and provide interested readers with food 
for further thought or research. Furthermore, to help readers 
appreciate the fact that, in addition to the new insights it pres-
ents, this commentary alludes to or adumbrates a number of 
sometimes complex positions that my grandfather expanded 
on in his other writings but could not treat fully in the present 
context, throughout the commentary I have provided foot-
notes with cross-references to longer, more nuanced discus-
sions of his ideas found in his other writings.3 In this way, I 
hope that this commentary will serve as a starting point for 
digging deeper into my grandfather’s other works, which, as 
at least one reader has described the process, can—given the 
headiness of some of his ideas and the sometimes esoteric 
prose in which he couched them—feel (to shift the metaphor) 
like drinking from a firehose. Indeed, even though I grew 
up surrounded by my grandfather’s perspectives, I remember 

3. A number of the articles that are cross-referenced in this 
commentary will be reprinted by Hendrickson Publishers in 2017 
in a volume of my grandfather’s collected articles entitled Essential 
Writings of Meredith G. Kline.
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what a foreign landscape Kingdom Prologue seemed when, as 
a college student, I read it for the first time—a feeling that was 
simultaneously thrilling and disorienting. As I worked in the 
subsequent years to understand my grandfather’s ideas more 
fully, I had the good fortune of sitting down with him in the 
living room of his home overlooking Beck Pond (a low din of 
classical radio playing in the background) and asking him for 
clarification on the framework interpretation or his views on 
common grace or the millennium. In some ways, his words 
on the pages that follow, which are pithy and direct, remind 
me of those face-to-face discussions. My hope is that as you 
read this commentary, you too will enjoy the experience of 
having direct access to the thoughts of such an interesting 
conversation partner, who has helped and, though no longer 
with us, continues to help us plumb the depths of the word 
of God.

Jonathan G. Kline, PhD 
Associate Editor, Hendrickson Publishers
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Genesis: A New Commentary





Introduction

The Canonical Function of Genesis

In biblical times great kings established their rule over lesser 
kings by covenantal transactions documented in treaties. 
The Old Testament and New Testament are similar treaty 
constitutions, or canons, by which the Lord God has gov-
erned his people.

The Pentateuch from Exodus on witnesses to the ratifica-
tion of the Sinaitic covenant (and its renewals under Moses) 
and presents its commandments along with its offer of bless-
ing and threat of judgment. Preceding such stipulations and 
sanctions in the international treaties of Moses’ day was a 
declaration of the overlord’s claims on the vassal’s allegiance, 
a reminder of his exalted nature and past benefactions. Simi-
larly, Genesis establishes the Lord’s claims on the worshipful 
love of his people by revealing who he is, what he has done, 
and the covenant of redemption instituted in grace after the 
fall. Genesis is, then, primarily a revelation of God as Creator-
Redeemer and, as such, serves as a treaty preamble and his-
torical prologue to the old covenant canon and indeed to the 
canonical Scriptures as a whole.



The Literary-Thematic 
Structure of Genesis

The book of Genesis exhibits the following literary and the-
matic structure:

Part I
Prologue: Covenant of Creation (1:1–2:3)

Part II
Division One: City of Man in the Old World 

(2:4–4:26)
Division Two: Community of Faith in the Old 

World (5:1–6:8)
Division Three: Redemptive Judgment and 

Re-creation (6:9–9:29)

Part III
Division Four: City of Man in the New World 

(10:1–11:9)
Division Five: Community of Faith in the New 

World (11:10–26)
Division Six: Covenant with Abraham (11:27–25:11)

Part IV
Division Seven: Dismissal from the Covenant 

(Ishmael) (25:12–18)
Division Eight: Isaac, Covenant Patriarch 

(25:19–35:29)

Part V
Division Nine: Dismissal from the Covenant (Esau) 

(36:1–37:1)
Division Ten: Jacob, Covenant Patriarch 

(37:2–50:26)
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After the revelation of God in the creation prologue as 
the Maker of all things invisible and visible (1:1–2:3), Genesis 
is structured in ten divisions, each of which is marked by the 
superscription formula “This is the account of.” This heading 
is followed by a genealogy of the descendants of the person 
named therein or by a broader narrative of developments as-
sociated with that family. These ten divisions are arranged in 
two triads followed by two pairs, the whole being integrated 
with the covenant theme.

The prologue and the first three divisions deal with the 
world that was (i.e., the period before the flood); the last 
seven divisions, with the present (i.e., postdiluvian) world. 
(For this macrostructuring of history, see 2 Pet 3:5–7.) The 
opening three divisions and the first three of the following 
seven exhibit a parallel pattern. Both these triads begin with 
developments in the world of mankind universally (divisions 
one and four). Next they present a genealogy of the line of 
redemptive covenant over an extensive period: Adam to Noah 
through Seth’s line (division two) and Shem to Terah (division 
five). They portray at length epochal covenantal transactions, 
one with Noah and the other with Abraham (divisions three 
and six, respectively). The final two pairs expand the record 
of the Abrahamic Covenant, tracing its confirmation in turn 
to Isaac and Jacob (divisions eight and ten), in preference to 
Ishmael and Esau (divisions seven and nine).

This genealogically rooted history of God’s covenant, ar-
ranged in a repeating pattern of rejection-election, leads to 
the old and new covenants as successive fulfillments of the 
kingdom promised to Abraham.

The book of Genesis can be outlined in further detail as 
follows (the subsections that are listed here under each of the 
book’s divisions constitute the headings in the commentary 
below):
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Prologue:	 Covenant of Creation
(1:1–2:3)	 A. Beginning of heaven and earth (1:1)

B. Earthly kingdoms (1:2–13)
B´. Earthly kings (1:14–31)

A´. King of heaven and earth (2:1–3)

Division One:	 City of Man in the Old World
(2:4–4:26)	 A. Probation in paradise (2:4–25)

B. Fall and exile curse (3:1–24)
C. Escalation of evil in the city of man (4:1–24)
D. Transition: Godly remnant (4:25, 26)

Division Two:	 Community of Faith in the Old World
(5:1–6:8)	 A. Covenant line of Seth (5:1–32)

B. Transition: Cult of man (6:1–8)

Division Three:	 Redemptive Judgment and Re-creation
(6:9–9:29)	 A. Covenant of salvation with Noah (6:9–8:22)

B. Common grace covenant (8:20–9:17)
C. Kingdom oracle (9:18–29)

Division Four:	 City of Man in the New World
(10:1–11:9)	 A. Diaspora of mankind (10:1–32)

B. Escalation of evil in Babel (11:1–9)

Division Five:	 Community of Faith in the New World
(11:10–26)	 A. Covenant line of Shem (11:10–26)

Division Six:	 Covenant with Abraham
(11:27–25:11)	 A. Introduction: Genealogical sources (11:27–32)

B. Promised inheritance (12:1–15:20)
a. Covenant promise and demand (12:1–5)
b. Difficulties and deliverance (12:6–13:17)
c. Success and dedication (13:18–14:24)
d. God’s oath of ratification (15:1–20)

	 A´. Linkage: Genealogical resources (16:1–16)
B´. Promised heir (17:1–22:19)

a. Covenant promise and demand (17:1–37)
b. Difficulties and deliverance (18:1–19:38)
c. Success and dedication (20:1–21:34)
d. God’s oath of confirmation (22:1–19)

	 A´́ . Conclusion: Genealogical succession 
	      (22:20–25:11)

Division Seven:	 Dismissal from the Covenant
(25:12–18)	 A. Rejected line of Ishmael (25:12–18)
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Division Eight:	 Isaac, Covenant Patriarch
(25:19–35:29)	 A. Jacob’s election as successor (25:19–27:40)

a. Jacob’s struggle for the birthright (25:19–34)
b. Blessings for Isaac in Canaan (26:1–33)
c. Jacob’s reception of Isaac’s blessing 
  (26:34–27:40)

B. Exile origin of the tribal fathers (27:41–33:17)
a. Jacob’s flight from the land (27:41–28:9)

b. Encounter with God’s angel at Bethel 
  (28:10–22)

c. Conflict with Laban (29:1–30)
d. Birth of Jacob’s sons (29:31–30:24)

ć . Pact with Laban (30:25–31:55)
b́ . Encounter with God’s angel at Peniel 
  (32:1–32)

á . Jacob’s return to the land (33:1–17)
C. Israel in Canaan under Isaac (33:18–35:29)

Division Nine:	 Dismissal from the Covenant
(36:1–37:1)	 A. Rejected line of Esau (36:1–37:1)

Division Ten:	 Jacob, Covenant Patriarch
(37:2–50:26)	 A. Family disunion in Canaan (37:2–38:30)

B. Joseph in Egypt (39:1–41:57)
C. Refining of the covenant family (42:1–45:28)

B´. Jacob’s family in Egypt (46:1–47:27)
A´. Reunion and restoration to Canaan (47:28–50:26)

Theological Story in Genesis

In setting the law in its historical context, Genesis concen-
trates on the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen 12–50), for the Mo-
saic order was a fulfillment of its specific kingdom promises. 
Since that covenant stood in continuity with previous re-
demptive covenant, which itself resumed the kingdom ob-
jectives of the creation covenant, Genesis includes a review 
of these foundational beginnings (Gen 1–11). Creation, fall, 
and redemption with its prospect of consummation—that 
is the basic outline of the theological story. Genesis tells 
of the Creator-Lord who, in spite of the devil’s opposition 
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and man’s revolt against heaven, directs earthly history and 
guides his covenant people toward the perfecting of his 
kingdom.

In Gen 3–8, the pattern of redemption unfolds in a com-
plete world history. The rest of Genesis depicts redemption in 
the postdiluvian world, particularly as shaped by the Abraha-
mic Covenant. Though the patriarchal community is traced 
only through its pilgrim stage, when the outward establish-
ment of the kingdom through divine judgment on Canaan 
was still abeyant, what stands out is the sovereignty of the 
divine purpose and the omnipotence of the Redeemer-Lord. 
The irresistible process of election; the miraculous origina-
tion of the promised seed and their supernatural, spiritual 
transformation; the remarkable preservation of the covenant 
family amid the world powers—the entire history proclaims 
God’s absolute authority and total control over nature and na-
tions in the furtherance of his redemptive purpose, an earnest 
of his later fulfillment of the kingdom promises through 
Moses and Christ.

By this focus on redemption, Genesis points to Christ, in 
and through whom redemption attains its goal. The genea-
logical framework itself is oriented to the promised messianic 
king. For royal genealogies functioned in the ancient world to 
legitimate throne claims, and similarly the overall genealogi-
cal records of Scripture are designed to trace back to royal 
grants (cf. Gen 1:27, 28; 17:6; 49:10) the lineage of king David 
(see 1 Chr 2 and 3; cf. 5:1; 9:1) and “Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham” (Matt 1:1). Christ is also heralded 
in Genesis by prophetic words and typological figures and 
events. Indeed, he appears himself there in the Angel of the 
Lord, judge of the wicked and deliverer of the patriarchs in 
their earthly pilgrimage to God’s heavenly city.
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Authorship

The Law (or Pentateuch) is attributed to Moses consistently 
in the Old Testament and was regarded as Mosaic by the 
Jews, a judgment endorsed by Jesus and his inspired New 
Testament spokesmen (cf. esp. John 1:45; 5:46f.).

The Book of Genesis lacks within itself the more explicit 
claims to Mosaic authorship naturally present in the other 
Pentateuchal books, which deal with Moses’ own times and 
his mediatorship of the old covenant. However, not only was 
Genesis part of the Law viewed as Mosaic by Jesus, but its 
own contents identify it as manifestly a prologue to Exodus–
Deuteronomy. Genesis presents the covenant with the fathers 
whose promises God “remembers” in his exodus acts and Sinai 
covenant making. It provides the identification of the nation 
of Israel, the subject from Exodus on. In fact, the genealogical 
record of Israel’s roots continues from Genesis into Exodus 
(cf. Gen 46:8ff.; Exod 1:1ff.; 6:14ff.). Numerous other thematic 
strands interlock Genesis with the rest of the Pentateuch, and 
in their own way even the discredited modern theories alleg-
ing multiple strands running from Genesis through Numbers 
attest to the literary continuity of Genesis with the following 
books. As noted, the canonical function of Genesis is that of 
treaty preamble and historical prologue to the Mosaic cov-
enant. Certainly these foundations do not come from a later 
time than the superstructure, but were composed by Moses 
as the necessary introduction to his five-book work.
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prologue

8
Covenant of Creation 

(1:1–2:3)

A prologue on creation opens the Genesis history of God’s 
kingdom, revealing him as the One of whom and unto whom 
are all things.

Beginning of Heaven and Earth 
(1:1)

1:1  ➢  In the beginning. Proverbs 8:22, 23 interprets this 
as a time before the developments recounted in vv. 2ff., not 
their earliest stage, nor yet the entire creation week. It extends 
from the absolute beginning of the space-time world to the 
point where “earth” existed in the embryonic form described 
in v. 2. From that “earth” the visible heavens were derived (see 
note on vv. 6–8). Hence the “heaven” distinguished from it 
in the prior “beginning” time (v. 1) is the invisible heavens 
of God’s Glory and angels, a realm created complete with 
its hosts at this “beginning.” God stands at the beginning of 
Scripture, the Eternal and there is none else (cf. Isa 40:21, 28; 
43:10), Creator of everything visible and invisible (Col 1:17; 
John 1:1). This truth is the foundation of all knowledge.



Earthly Kingdoms 
(1:2–13)

1:2–5  ➢  Earth (v. 2): the visible world, to be transformed 
from inchoate planet (cf. Deut 32:10), lightless and landless, 
into a paradisaic dwelling (Isa 45:18; cf. Prov 8:30ff.). Days one 
to three describe the bounding of darkness and deep. Earth 
is structured into three realms: day-and-night; the seas, sepa-
rated from the firmament of clouds; and dry land, above the 
waters and vivified by them. Days four to six relate the filling 
of these realms with the hosts of heaven, sea, and earth.

Spirit of God (v. 2). Hovering eagle-like (cf. Deut 32:11) 
aloft in the invisible heavens was the Architect of creation, his 
Glory filling, indeed constituting, the celestial temple. This 
Glory, manifested on earth as the Shekinah-cloud, is called 
the Spirit (see Neh 9:19, 20; Isa 63:11–14; Hag 2:5). Here was the 
omniscience and omnipotence to turn dark deep into cosmic 
house of God (cf. Isa 66:1) and habitat for man, to bring the 
infinite construction to Sabbath consummation.

God said (v. 3). God created by sovereign fiat, without 
tools and without preexisting materials (cf. Heb 11:3; John 1:3; 
Pss 33:6, 9; 148:5).

Light (v. 3). This is identified in v. 5 as the day-light that 
alternates with night on earth. According to vv. 14–18, it is an 
effect produced by the sun, whose existence is assumed here 
(an indication that the narrative sequence is not designed to 
correspond to the chronological sequence of creation history).1 
The initial appearance of light in the universe and the forming 
of the sun and stars transpired in the “beginning” time (v. 1).

Good (v. 4) signifies a result that furthers the architec-
tural goal of a habitable earth. Even the darkness, now called 

1. “Space and Time in the Genesis Cosmogony,” 236–40, 249; 
“Because It Had Not Rained,” esp. 146, 152–54, 156–57.
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“night” and bounded by the day, serves earthlings usefully 
(Ps 104:20–23).

God called (v. 5). Creative fiat, “let there be,” was accompa-
nied repeatedly by authoritative naming. Existence and mean-
ing thus were given together as the Creator executed his eternal 
counsel. The world comes into existence fully interpreted, with 
no mysteries for its Maker, though for man the divine wisdom 
in creation be unfathomable and the Creator himself beyond 
comprehension (cf. Job 28 and 38). Hence, the beginning of 
wisdom for man is the fear of the Lord (Job 28:38).

First day (v. 5). The relevant biblical evidence indicates 
that the image of a week of days with their evenings and 
mornings is a literary figure not to be taken literally (see notes 
on 1:14–18; 2:2 and 5).2

1:6–8  ➢  The restructuring of the dark, dead deep into a 
watering system of rain clouds, springs, and rivers supportive 
of life is dealt with under days two and three. In the formation 
of earth’s atmosphere, the waters above—i.e., the clouds (cf. 
Prov 8:28)—were separated from the seas below. This also 
resulted in the canopy-like expanse called “sky.” The “sky” and 
the clouds constitute the visible heavens, the first and second 
heaven respectively in biblical terminology. The atmosphere 
was also essential to the day-light mentioned under day one.

1:9–13  ➢  The emergence of the dry ground (v. 9) sets 
bounds on the waters below (cf. Job 38:8–11). Vegetation, a 
subordinate life-form, was introduced into the land realm to 
serve the higher forms of land-based life (cf. Gen 1:29, 30).

According to their kinds (v. 12). The creation “week” was 
a definite closed period within which God produced all the 
significant varieties of life-forms he had planned. There is no 

2. “Space and Time in the Genesis Cosmogony,” esp. 223, 243–44, 
250; “Because It Had Not Rained,” esp. 154–57.
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cosmic principle of evolution at work on its own, outside the 
bounds of the creation “week,” producing new “kinds.”

Earthly Kings 
(1:14–31)

1:14–19  ➢  The accomplishments described under days 
one and four are the same: daylight appears on earth and is 
separated from the darkness, so forming the cycle of day and 
night. This repetition of the creative event of day one in day 
four shows the narrative is not arranged in chronological 
order but thematically.3

Made two great lights . . . stars (v. 16). The creation of the 
starry hosts had been in process from the beginning.

Govern (vv. 16, 18). The theme of days four to six is the 
appointment of rulers over the realms of days one to three. 
Thus, the sun and moon would regulate their domain, the 
day-night cycle (cf. Ps 136:7–9). However, the astral bodies 
are not divine rulers, as in pagan mythology, but creatures of 
God, serving man with illumination and calendar signs (cf. 
Ps 104:19–23).

1:20–23  ➢  The birds of the heaven (v. 20; cf. vv. 26, 
28, 30) and the creatures of the sea were given the realms 
of day two (the parallel to day five), the sky above and the 
waters below.

God blessed them (v. 22). Their dominion was that of 
occupying their realm through multiplication, for which they 
were empowered by the creative blessing of fecundity. This 
was a nature parable of the kingship of man, to whom a simi-
lar blessing-commission was given (1:28; cf. 2:3; 5:2).

3. “Space and Time in the Genesis Cosmogony,” 236–40, 249; 
“Because It Had Not Rained,” esp. 146, 152–54, 156–57.
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God created (v. 21). The original verb of creation4 in v. 1 
is used again with the first mention of living creatures, those 
animated by the breath of life (v. 20; cf. 1:24, 30; 9:10, 16).

1:24, 25  ➢  Like day three, day six includes two divine 
works: animals (vv. 24, 25) and man (vv. 26–28). Given do-
minion over the land-realm of day three, the animals would 
receive its produce as tribute (cf. v. 30).

1:26–31  ➢  Let us make (v. 26). God’s creative fiat was ad-
dressed to the angels of his heavenly temple-court (cf. 3:22, 
24; 11:7; 18:2, 21; Isa 6:8), the Spirit-temple (see note on 1:2). 
This Glory-Spirit was the Archetype for the creation of man.5 
Made in the likeness of this holy Lord of Glory, man was in-
vested with dominion (like the angels, cf. Ps 8:5), moral excel-
lence (cf. Eph 4:24; Gal 3:10), and the prospect of glorification 
(cf. 1 Cor 15:49ff.).

Male and female (v. 27). Each is individually the image of 
God, apart from their relationship.

Fill the earth and subdue it (v. 28). Man’s creation was a 
coronation. In both fiat (v. 26) and fulfillment (vv. 27, 28), his 
likeness to God is linked to his royalty (cf. 3:22; 9:6). He was 
made lord over the animal (v. 28) and plant (v. 29) kingdoms. 
Vegetation was not the total provision of food for man; ani-
mals were also fair game (cf. 1 Tim 4:3–5; 2 Pet 2:12). Specific 
mention of plants as food prepares for the special prohibition 
of the tree of knowledge (2:16, 17). Reaching beyond the land 
realm, man’s dominion included all the realms of days one to 
three and all the rulers of days four to six. His historical mis-
sion was to extend the kingdom of God from its cultic focus 

4. Heb. b-r-ʾ.
5. Images of the Spirit, 13–34, esp. 21–24, 26–34; Kingdom Pro-

logue, 32, 42–46; God, Heaven and Har Magedon, 33, 36–37; “Space 
and Time in the Genesis Cosmogony,” 233.
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at the mountain of God in Eden (see notes on 2:8–14) to the 
fullness of a global city of God.6 Through procreation, blessed 
by God, the original couple would people the planet. Royal 
labor, in imitation of the Creator-King and prospered by him, 
would bring the earth increasingly into man’s service until the 
mandated cultural task was completed.

All . . . very good (v. 31). This anticipates God’s Sabbath 
delight in the perfect execution of his architectural design (cf. 
Prov 8:30ff.).

King of Heaven and Earth 
(2:1–3)

2:1–3  ➢  Verse 1 summarizes the creation of the invisible 
and visible worlds with all their occupants (cf. Neh 9:6).

He rested (v. 2): another, loftier coronation scene (see 
note on 1:28). God’s Sabbath resting is a royal session on the 
heavenly throne of his cosmic temple-palace (cf. Isa 66:1). It 
celebrates the completion of creation and reveals that God, 
the Alpha, is also the Omega.7 This Sabbath reign knows no 
ending. Thus, the seventh day has no evening-morning for-
mula; it continues forever and believers are invited to partici-
pate in it at last (Heb 4:3–10). Here is a further indication of 
the figurative nature of the seven-day scheme of the creation 
prologue.8

Made it holy (v. 3). As the Exod 20:11 quotation of Gen 2:3 
shows, the subject changes in this verse from God’s seventh 
day (v. 2) to the ordinance of the Sabbath appointed for man’s 

6. Kingdom Prologue, 68–70; God, Heaven and Har Magedon, 47.
7. Kingdom Prologue, 33–41; God, Heaven and Har Magedon, 61; 

“Space and Time in the Genesis Cosmogony,” 241.
8. “Space and Time in the Genesis Cosmogony,” 241–42; “Be-

cause It Had Not Rained,” 154–57.
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observance. The latter was a sign of God’s covenant, promis-
ing ultimate entrance into the glorified state, the perfecting 
of God’s glory-image in man, and the culmination of man’s 
historical mission of building God’s kingdom-temple. It sum-
moned man to imitate the Sabbath pattern set by his divine 
Archetype and so confess God as Author and Finisher and 
himself as image-son. It called man to celebration of God’s 
triumphant lordship and consecration of himself and his 
kingdom achievements to him “of whom and unto whom are 
all things” (Rom 11:36).
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