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Rejoice
O What Love

T  of the Messiah would 
challenge every man. Some, who loved 
the things of this world, would fear 
and oppose Him, nurturing ungodly 
desires in their hearts; while others 
longed for the day of His coming and 
the joyous new life He would bring. 
For these last, the shining of a star 
meant the rising of a king, full of truth 
and grace, who would one day rule the 
world in righteousness forever.

N  Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judaea, in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, there came 
wise men from the east to Jerusalem: 

“�e Gentiles shall come to thy 
light, and kings to the brightness 
of thy rising.” —I : 

And the Wise Men came before 
Herod saying, “Where is He who 
has been born King of the Jews? 
For we have seen His star in the 
East and have come to worship 
Him.” —M : 

“I shall see him, but not now: I 
shall behold him, but not nigh: 
there shall come a Star out of 
Jacob, and a Scepter shall rise 
out of Israel...” —N : 

“And when Herod the king heard 
these things, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him. And 

when he had gathered all the 
chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he demanded 
of them where Christ should be 
born.” —M :– 

“�e kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the 
L, and against His Anointed, 
saying,‘ Let us break �eir bands 
asunder, and cast away �eir 
cords from us’.” —P :–

 Q  the prophet Micah’s 
writings around 700 BC, the chief 
priests and scribes told King Herod 
that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem. So Herod secretly called 
the wise men, determined from them 
what time the star had appeared, and 
sent them under a pretense, saying:

“Go and search diligently for the 
young Child; and when ye have 
found Him, bring me word again, 
that I may come and worship 
Him also.” —M :

B  real intention was to slay the 
Christ child.

When they had heard the king, 
they departed; and, lo, the star, 
which they saw in the east, went 
before them, till it came and stood 
over where the young child was. 

When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy. And when they were come 
into the house, they saw the 
young Child with Mary His 
mother, and fell down, and 
worshiped Him: and when they 
had opened their treasures, they 
presented unto Him gifts: gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh. 

—M :– 

“�e kings of Tarshish and of the 
isles shall bring presents: the 
kings of Sheba and Seba shall 
offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall 
down before Him: all nations 
shall serve Him . . .  and He 
shall live; and to Him shall be 
given the gold of Sheba: prayer 
also shall be made for Him 
continually; and daily shall He 
be praised.” —P :– 
A “. . . the forces of the Gentiles 
shall come unto thee. �e 
multitude of camels shall cover 

thee, the dromedaries of Midian 
and Ephah; all they from Sheba 
shall come: they shall bring gold 
and incense, and they shall shew 
forth the praises of the L.” 
—I :–  

A,  divinely warned 
in a dream that they should not return 
to Herod, the wise men departed for 
their own country another way. And 
when they had departed, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the 
young Child and His mother, flee to 
Egypt, and stay there until I bring you 
word; for Herod will seek the young 
Child to destroy Him.” When he 
arose, he took the young Child and 
His mother by night and departed for 
Egypt, and was there until the death of 
Herod, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying, 

“I … called My Son out of Egypt.” 
—H : 

A “His king shall be higher 
than Agag, and His kingdom 
shall be exalted. God brought 
Him forth out of Egypt.”  
—N :– 

I  modern understanding of the 
Christmas story, the birth of Jesus 
was a touching event with barnyard 
animals and the shepherd’s adoration. 
But from another perspective the 
countdown of his life was on; for 
ultimately, God had sent this Child 
into the world for a greater purpose:

“For the Son of Man has come to 
seek and to save that which was 
lost.” —L :

“For God so loved the world 
that He gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” —J : 

J  been born through a virgin 
by the Spirit of God, making Him 
both the Son of God and the Son of 
Man, which put Him in a completely 
unique position. Being fully human, 
He could be tempted in every way as 
we, and touched with our feelings and 
infirmities; yet being fully Divine as 
well, He could—and did—overcome 
every trial in life. �is makes him our 
champion in a very special way. 

“Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends.” —J :

B J never sinned, He 
could offer His life in the place of 
sinners, but it would take all of His  

  
love for this to happen. His soul was  
greatly troubled and He agonized 
over the sacrifice He would make. But 
though the cost was truly great, His 
care for us was greater still, so that He 
gave Himself freely to redeem us all:

“But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes 
we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and 
the L hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” —I :– 

J  loved us with an everlasting 
love and has washed us from our 
sins in His own blood (Jeremiah 31:3; 
Revelation 1:5). But the same passage 
offers a challenge: “Who has believed 
our report? And to whom has the arm 
of the L been revealed?” (Isaiah 
53:1). For God requires each of us to 
believe the testimony that He has 
given of His Son, and to put our trust 
in Him. 

A J died, He rose again on 
the third day as the prophets foretold. 
After His resurrection, He appeared 
to many witnesses who had seen the 
prophecies come true in Him. Many of 
them wrote accounts of His life, of His 
loving sacrifice, and His resurrection, 
and what He meant to us through 
these. 

A  season of Advent unfolds and 
Christmas Day draws near, our sense 
of anticipation awakens. While the 
world falls deeper into darkness, the 
true light is already shining in our 
hearts. 

T  Christ ascended into 
heaven, and we again wait in hope for 
His imminent return. With the inner 
peace and joy He gives, we look to a 
day when He will wipe away all of our 
tears and we will know a love that is 
perfected in His presence forever.

M C.

A  a season of four Sundays that mark the beginning of a new church 
year. �e ancient Christian church celebrated Advent as a kind of fresh start 
to faith and worship. Advent is a time to anticipate and spiritually prepare to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, our Savior: God’s gift of love to us. At the same 
time, Advent anticipates and hopes for Jesus’ glorious return at the end of the age.

T  “advent” comes from the Latin advenio meaning “coming” or “arrival.” 

T  Bible readings for Advent teach how the prophets, kings, and 
forerunners prepared the way for the coming Messiah.

M C celebrate Advent with a special time of devotions including 
Bible reading, prayer, singing, and lighting candles on an Advent wreath.

Advent Colors
P  traditionally been the main Advent color, symbolizing repentance 
and fasting. A royal color, purple looks forward to reception of the coming  
King who is celebrated during Advent. Today, however, many churches use  
blue instead of purple.

P  rose is used during the third Sunday. It represents joy, anticipating  
the coming celebration.

W  the color of the center candle, representing Christ as the sinless,  
pure Savior. 

What is Advent?

S c r i p t u r e  f r o m  t h e  G o s p e l s  a n d  t h e  P r o p h e t s

The Advent Wreath
T A Wreath was developed in the 1500s as a way to mark the season 
of Advent, preparing for the coming of Jesus Christ, the light of the world. �e 
wreath is made of evergreens, and is usually placed on a table with spaces for 
four candles around the wreath and one in the center. Candles are often purple 
or blue (three), rose (one), and white (one). One candle is lit on each succeeding 
Sunday during Advent, with the fifth candle in the center (the white Christ 
candle) also lit on Christmas Eve.

As a symbol of light, the Advent wreath reminds us of Jesus’ words:  
“I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk  
in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12). 

 
Y  our eternal salvation, 
�e unfailing light of the world. 
Light everlasting, 
You are truly our redemption. 
Grieving that the human race was perishing 
through the tempter’s power, 
without leaving the heights 
You came to the depths in your loving kindness. 
Readily taking our humanity by Your gracious will, 
You saved all earthly creatures, long since lost, 
Restoring joy to the world. 
Redeem our souls and bodies, O Christ, 
and so possess us as Your shining dwellings. 
By Your first coming, make us righteous; 
At Your second coming, set us free: 
that we may serve You and all Your creations in full confidence 
and when the world is filled with light 
and You judge all things, 
may we be clad in spotless robes 
and follow in Your steps, O King, 
Into the heavenly hall.

W  these candles of hope, peace and joy, 
and await Your advent with us.

Prayer

Jesus

He rules the world 

with truth and grace,

and makes the nations prove

the glories of His righteousness,

and wonders of His love,

and wonders of His love,

and wonders, wonders of His love. 

Christ, by highest heav’n adored:
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the virgin’s womb.
Veil’d in flesh, the Godhead see;
Hail, th’  incarnate Deity:
Pleased, as man, with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

Hail! the heav’n-born Prince of peace!
Hail! the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die:
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

t
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I  fullness of time, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Zacharias, a humble 
Levite priest, who ministered before 
God at the temple in Jerusalem. 
Appearing in a vision, the angel 
foretold the birth of John the Baptist 
who would be sent to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. And with the coming 
of His forerunner the first stirring 
of the Messiah’s own coming was 
announced:

“And he shall go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elias 
[Elijah], to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”—L : 

T  echoed a prophecy 
from 460 years earlier:

“Behold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the 
L...” —M : 

A  “. . . �e voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness: 

“Prepare ye the way of the L; 
make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” —I :

F  centuries, the promise of 
the Messiah had tarried. But now that 
ancient hope was renewed and a sense 
of anticipation awakened. For the 

opening steps had begun, the Messiah 
was coming at last, and the world 
would be forever changed. Prophecies 
long dormant were springing to life 
before their eyes.

I  sixth month the angel was 
sent again, this time to a young virgin 
named Mary, who was espoused to 
Joseph of the house of David. And in 
greeting her, he spoke of the favor she 
had found with God: 

“Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women!” 
—L :  

I M’ genealogy the seed of 
David had been preserved, and 
through her espoused husband Joseph, 
the claim to David’s kingdom, which 
had fallen long ago. And in the child 
she would bear, the two parts of God’s 
ancient covenant would come together 
again in one person at last. 

“I have made a covenant with 
My chosen, I have sworn unto 
David My servant, ‘�y seed will 
I establish for ever, and build 
up thy throne to all generations. 
—P  : – 

T  told how the child would 
inherit the throne of David, his earthly 
forefather:

“He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: 
and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father 
David: And He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of His kingdom there shall be no 
end.” —L : –

“For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given: and the 
government will be upon His 
shoulder: and His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, 
�e mighty God, �e everlasting 
Father, �e Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His government 
and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even forever. �e zeal 
of the L of hosts will perform 
this.” —I : –

B M was confused by his 
proclamation. How could the angel 
speak of her giving birth, when she 
was still a virgin? “How shall this be?” 
She asked. So the angel foretold the 
virgin birth to her: 

“�e Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore, 

also, that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” —L :  

F  months, Mary stayed with 
her cousin Elizabeth (to whom John 
the Baptist would be born), and when 
she returned to Joseph in Nazareth her 
pregnancy was beginning to show. 
Joseph, not understanding what had 
taken place, naturally suspected the 
worst, and considered ending the 
betrothal. But being a just man, and 
not willing to make her a public 
example, he was minded to do this 
quietly. But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost” 
(Matthew 1:18–20). 

“Hear ye now, O house of David!...
the Lord Himself shall give you
a sign: Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.”
(which is translated ‘God with us’) 
—I : –, M :

“And she shall bring forth a Son, 
and thou shalt call His name 
JESUS...” —M : 

“...�e L hath called Me from 
the womb; from the bowels of My 
mother hath He made mention 
of My name.” —I  : 

“ … For He will save His people 
from their sins.” —M :  

“ ...the L ...formed Me from 
the womb to be His Servant, to 
bring Jacob back to Him . . .” 
—I  : 

�en Joseph, being raised from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and took unto 
him his wife: and knew her not 
until she had brought forth her 
firstborn Son: and he called His 
name JESUS. —M : –  

I  world full of trouble and doubt 
human hearts yearned for peace, yet 
it ever eluded them. For true peace 
begins with God, and it was well 
beyond their means to achieve it. 
Comfort and joy, darkness and dread, 
hung together in a balance, and only 
the Lord Himself could tip the scales 
in our favor.  On behalf of lowly man 
came a lowly yet sinless savior, to 
redeem us all and bring forgiveness, 
and our reconciliation with God. In 
times of great peril, the peace He gave 
us would arise from within Himself.   

T  stirred with trouble as 
His coming drew near. 

And it came to pass in those days 
that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be taxed. 

—L : 

And all went to be taxed, every 
one into his own city. And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he 
was of the house and lineage of 
David:) to be taxed with Mary 
his espoused wife, being great  
with child. And so it was, that, 
while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. —L : –

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall He come forth unto 
Me that is to be Ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” 
— M :

B  they came to Bethlehem, 
no room was made for them at the inn. 
So Mary brought forth her firstborn 
Son and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger. As it 
was spoken by the prophet: 

“�e ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib: but 
Israel doth not know, 
My people doth not 
consider.” —I :

And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them, and they 
were sore afraid —L :–

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the L is 
risen upon thee. For, behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the people: 
but the L will arise over thee, 
and His glory will be seen upon 
thee.” —I :–

And the angel said unto them, 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you: Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying: “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!” —L :– 

T  the words of Isaiah:
“Sing, O ye heavens, for the L
hath done it! shout, ye lower 
parts of the earth: break forth 

into singing, ye mountains, O
forest, and every tree therein! For 
the L has redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified Himself in Israel.” 

—I :

And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, “Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.” And they came 
with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in 
a manger. And when they had 
seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all 
they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them 
by the shepherds; but Mary kept 
all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. —L :–

TheT  familiar Christmas story took place 2000 years ago, but
it was many more centuries in the making. In speaking through the ancient 
prophets, God foretold how He would bring His beloved Son into the world.

T  of Jesus took place in an historical setting that the prophets 
foretold. �e underlying story of His genealogy, in itself, was a Divine 
masterpiece of intrigue, suspense, and prophetic fulfillment.  But the 
quiet events of that first Christmas morning, so long ago, have become 
commonplace in our modern traditions. Wise men and shepherds are 
familiar Christmas symbols as they gather around the tender baby who 
lies in a manger, while a chorus of angels proclaims the Lord’s good will to 
mankind. But how did the prophets envision this story? What hopes had 
they formed in the hearts of men, and what is the hope to which we look? 

L  story unfold afresh between the Old Testament prophets and the 
New Testament writers. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come,

And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Gentle Mary laid her Child

Lowly in a manger.

He is still the Undefiled,

But no more a stranger.

Son of God of humble birth,

Beautiful the story.

Praise His name in all the earth.

Hail! The King of Glory!

Espousal was a stronger 
version of our modern concept 
of an engagement, though 
it was less than an actual 
marriage. Because of this, 
Joseph had not yet known 
Mary intimately. 

t

t

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

First Sunday 
in Advent:

HOPE

Second Sunday 
in Advent: 
PEACE

�ird Sunday 
in Advent:

JOY

Fourth Sunday 
in Advent: 

LOVE

CHRISTMAS
EVE
or

CHRISTMAS
DAY

Light the �rst 
Advent candle.

Light the �rst 
and second 

Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, and third 
Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, third, and 

fourth Advent 
candles.

Light all the 
candles on the 
Advent wreath, 
including the 
Christ candle.

Read: 
Isaiah 11:1-10
Luke: 1:26-38
Isaiah 7:10-14

Matthew 1:18-24

Read: 
Micah 5:2

Matthew 2:1-2, 
9-11

Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 3:1-6

Read: 
Isaiah 9:6-7

John 1:19-34
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Philippians 2:1-11

Read: 
Malachi 3:1-5

Romans 8:18-25
Isaiah 52:7-10

Revelation 21:1-4

Read: 
Isaiah 9:1-6
Luke 2:1-20
John 1:1-18

Titus 2:11-14

Sing:
O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel

Sing:
O Little Town of 

Bethlehem

Sing:
Come, Thou Long-

Expected Jesus

Sing:
Savior of the 

Nations, Come

Sing:
Joy to the World

A  C P
For an Advent or Christmas program, use panels 1-11 as a dramatic reading. 
See suggestions below for using only a few or several performers.
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H :

actions during the readings 
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A Child is born
Prince 
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I  fullness of time, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Zacharias, a humble 
Levite priest, who ministered before 
God at the temple in Jerusalem. 
Appearing in a vision, the angel 
foretold the birth of John the Baptist 
who would be sent to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. And with the coming 
of His forerunner the first stirring 
of the Messiah’s own coming was 
announced:

“And he shall go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elias 
[Elijah], to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”—L :

T  echoed a prophecy 
from 460 years earlier: 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the 
L...” —M :

A  “. . . �e voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness: 

“Prepare ye the way of the L; 
make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” —I :

F  centuries, the promise of 
the Messiah had tarried. But now that 
ancient hope was renewed and a sense 
of anticipation awakened. For the  

opening steps had begun, the Messiah 
was coming at last, and the world 
would be forever changed. Prophecies 
long dormant were springing to life 
before their eyes.

I  sixth month the angel was 
sent again, this time to a young virgin 
named Mary, who was espoused to 
Joseph of the house of David. And in 
greeting her, he spoke of the favor she 
had found with God: 

“Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women!” 
—L :

I M’ genealogy the seed of 
David had been preserved, and 
through her espoused husband Joseph, 
the claim to David’s kingdom, which 
had fallen long ago. And in the child 
she would bear, the two parts of God’s 
ancient covenant would come together 
again in one person at last. 

“I have made a covenant with 
My chosen, I have sworn unto 
David My servant, ‘�y seed will 
I establish for ever, and build 
up thy throne to all generations. 
—P  : – 

T  told how the child would 
inherit the throne of David, his earthly 
forefather:

“He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: 
and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father 
David: And He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of His kingdom there shall be no 
end.” —L : –

“For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given: and the 
government will be upon His 
shoulder: and His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, 
�e mighty God, �e everlasting 
Father, �e Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His government 
and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even forever. �e zeal 
of the L of hosts will perform 
this.” —I : –

B M was confused by his 
proclamation. How could the angel 
speak of her giving birth, when she 
was still a virgin? “How shall this be?” 
She asked. So the angel foretold the 
virgin birth to her: 

“�e Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore, 

also, that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” —L :  

F  months, Mary stayed with 
her cousin Elizabeth (to whom John 
the Baptist would be born), and when 
she returned to Joseph in Nazareth her 
pregnancy was beginning to show. 
Joseph, not understanding what had 
taken place, naturally suspected the 
worst, and considered ending the 
betrothal. But being a just man, and 
not willing to make her a public 
example, he was minded to do this 
quietly. But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost” 
(Matthew 1:18–20). 

“Hear ye now, O house of David!...
the Lord Himself shall give you
a sign: Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.”
(which is translated ‘God with us’) 
—I : –, M :

“And she shall bring forth a Son, 
and thou shalt call His name 
JESUS...” —M : 

“...�e L hath called Me from 
the womb; from the bowels of My 
mother hath He made mention 
of My name.” —I  : 

“ … For He will save His people 
from their sins.” —M :  

“ ...the L ...formed Me from 
the womb to be His Servant, to 
bring Jacob back to Him . . .” 
—I  : 

�en Joseph, being raised from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and took unto 
him his wife: and knew her not 
until she had brought forth her 
firstborn Son: and he called His 
name JESUS. —M : –  

I  world full of trouble and doubt 
human hearts yearned for peace, yet 
it ever eluded them. For true peace 
begins with God, and it was well 
beyond their means to achieve it. 
Comfort and joy, darkness and dread, 
hung together in a balance, and only 
the Lord Himself could tip the scales 
in our favor.  On behalf of lowly man 
came a lowly yet sinless savior, to 
redeem us all and bring forgiveness, 
and our reconciliation with God. In 
times of great peril, the peace He gave 
us would arise from within Himself.   

T  stirred with trouble as 
His coming drew near. 

And it came to pass in those days 
that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be taxed. 

—L : 

And all went to be taxed, every 
one into his own city. And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he 
was of the house and lineage of 
David:) to be taxed with Mary 
his espoused wife, being great  
with child. And so it was, that, 
while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. —L : –

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall He come forth unto 
Me that is to be Ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” 
— M :

B  they came to Bethlehem, 
no room was made for them at the inn. 
So Mary brought forth her firstborn 
Son and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger. As it 
was spoken by the prophet: 

“�e ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib: but 
Israel doth not know, 
My people doth not 
consider.” —I :

And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them, and they 
were sore afraid —L :–

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the L is 
risen upon thee. For, behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the people: 
but the L will arise over thee, 
and His glory will be seen upon 
thee.” —I :–

And the angel said unto them, 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you: Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying: “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!” —L :– 

T  the words of Isaiah:
“Sing, O ye heavens, for the L
hath done it! shout, ye lower 
parts of the earth: break forth 

into singing, ye mountains, O
forest, and every tree therein! For 
the L has redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified Himself in Israel.” 

—I :

And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, “Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.” And they came 
with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in 
a manger. And when they had 
seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all 
they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them 
by the shepherds; but Mary kept 
all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. —L :–

TheT  familiar Christmas story took place 2000 years ago, but 
it was many more centuries in the making. In speaking through the ancient 
prophets, God foretold how He would bring His beloved Son into the world.

T  of Jesus took place in an historical setting that the prophets 
foretold. �e underlying story of His genealogy, in itself, was a Divine 
masterpiece of intrigue, suspense, and prophetic fulfillment.  But the 
quiet events of that first Christmas morning, so long ago, have become 
commonplace in our modern traditions. Wise men and shepherds are 
familiar Christmas symbols as they gather around the tender baby who 
lies in a manger, while a chorus of angels proclaims the Lord’s good will to 
mankind. But how did the prophets envision this story? What hopes had 
they formed in the hearts of men, and what is the hope to which we look? 

L  story unfold afresh between the Old Testament prophets and the 
New Testament writers. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come,

And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Gentle Mary laid her Child

Lowly in a manger.

He is still the Undefiled,

But no more a stranger.

Son of God of humble birth,

Beautiful the story.

Praise His name in all the earth.

Hail! The King of Glory!

Espousal was a stronger 
version of our modern concept 
of an engagement, though 
it was less than an actual 
marriage. Because of this, 
Joseph had not yet known  
Mary intimately. 

t
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O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

First Sunday 
in Advent:

HOPE

Second Sunday 
in Advent: 
PEACE

�ird Sunday 
in Advent:

JOY

Fourth Sunday 
in Advent: 

LOVE

CHRISTMAS
EVE
or

CHRISTMAS
DAY

Light the �rst 
Advent candle.

Light the �rst 
and second 

Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, and third 
Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, third, and 

fourth Advent 
candles.

Light all the 
candles on the 
Advent wreath, 
including the 
Christ candle.

Read: 
Isaiah 11:1-10
Luke: 1:26-38
Isaiah 7:10-14

Matthew 1:18-24

Read: 
Micah 5:2

Matthew 2:1-2, 
9-11

Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 3:1-6

Read: 
Isaiah 9:6-7

John 1:19-34
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Philippians 2:1-11

Read: 
Malachi 3:1-5

Romans 8:18-25
Isaiah 52:7-10

Revelation 21:1-4

Read: 
Isaiah 9:1-6
Luke 2:1-20
John 1:1-18

Titus 2:11-14

Sing:
O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel

Sing:
O Little Town of 

Bethlehem

Sing:
Come, Thou Long-

Expected Jesus

Sing:
Savior of the 

Nations, Come

Sing:
Joy to the World
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I  fullness of time, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Zacharias, a humble 
Levite priest, who ministered before 
God at the temple in Jerusalem. 
Appearing in a vision, the angel 
foretold the birth of John the Baptist 
who would be sent to prepare the way 
for the Messiah. And with the coming 
of His forerunner the first stirring 
of the Messiah’s own coming was 
announced:

“And he shall go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elias 
[Elijah], to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.”—L : 

T  echoed a prophecy 
from 460 years earlier:

“Behold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the 
L...” —M : 

A  “. . . �e voice of him 
that crieth in the wilderness: 

“Prepare ye the way of the L; 
make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” —I :

F  centuries, the promise of 
the Messiah had tarried. But now that 
ancient hope was renewed and a sense 
of anticipation awakened. For the 

opening steps had begun, the Messiah 
was coming at last, and the world 
would be forever changed. Prophecies 
long dormant were springing to life 
before their eyes.

I  sixth month the angel was 
sent again, this time to a young virgin 
named Mary, who was espoused to 
Joseph of the house of David. And in 
greeting her, he spoke of the favor she 
had found with God: 

“Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women!” 
—L :  

I M’ genealogy the seed of 
David had been preserved, and 
through her espoused husband Joseph, 
the claim to David’s kingdom, which 
had fallen long ago. And in the child 
she would bear, the two parts of God’s 
ancient covenant would come together 
again in one person at last. 

“I have made a covenant with 
My chosen, I have sworn unto 
David My servant, ‘�y seed will 
I establish for ever, and build 
up thy throne to all generations. 
—P :–

T  told how the child would 
inherit the throne of David, his earthly 
forefather: 

“He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: 
and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father 
David: And He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever; and 
of His kingdom there shall be no 
end.” —L :–

“For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given: and the 
government will be upon His 
shoulder: and His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, 
�e mighty God, �e everlasting 
Father, �e Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of His government 
and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order 
it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even forever. �e zeal 
of the L of hosts will perform 
this.” —I :  –

B M was confused by his 
proclamation. How could the angel 
speak of her giving birth, when she 
was still a virgin? “How shall this be?” 
She asked. So the angel foretold the 
virgin birth to her: 

“�e Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee: therefore, 

also, that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” —L :  

F  months, Mary stayed with 
her cousin Elizabeth (to whom John 
the Baptist would be born), and when 
she returned to Joseph in Nazareth her 
pregnancy was beginning to show. 
Joseph, not understanding what had 
taken place, naturally suspected the 
worst, and considered ending the 
betrothal. But being a just man, and 
not willing to make her a public 
example, he was minded to do this 
quietly. But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived 
in her is of the Holy Ghost” 
(Matthew 1:18–20). 

“Hear ye now, O house of David!...
the Lord Himself shall give you
a sign: Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.”
(which is translated ‘God with us’) 
—I : –, M :

“And she shall bring forth a Son, 
and thou shalt call His name 
JESUS...” —M : 

“...�e L hath called Me from 
the womb; from the bowels of My 
mother hath He made mention 
of My name.” —I  : 

“ … For He will save His people 
from their sins.” —M :  

“ ...the L ...formed Me from 
the womb to be His Servant, to 
bring Jacob back to Him . . .” 
—I  : 

�en Joseph, being raised from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
had bidden him, and took unto 
him his wife: and knew her not 
until she had brought forth her 
firstborn Son: and he called His 
name JESUS. —M : –  

I  world full of trouble and doubt 
human hearts yearned for peace, yet 
it ever eluded them. For true peace 
begins with God, and it was well 
beyond their means to achieve it. 
Comfort and joy, darkness and dread, 
hung together in a balance, and only 
the Lord Himself could tip the scales 
in our favor.  On behalf of lowly man 
came a lowly yet sinless savior, to 
redeem us all and bring forgiveness, 
and our reconciliation with God. In 
times of great peril, the peace He gave 
us would arise from within Himself.   

T  stirred with trouble as 
His coming drew near. 

And it came to pass in those days 
that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be taxed. 

—L : 

And all went to be taxed, every 
one into his own city. And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he 
was of the house and lineage of 
David:) to be taxed with Mary 
his espoused wife, being great  
with child. And so it was, that, 
while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. —L : –

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall He come forth unto 
Me that is to be Ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” 
— M :

B  they came to Bethlehem, 
no room was made for them at the inn. 
So Mary brought forth her firstborn 
Son and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger. As it 
was spoken by the prophet: 

“�e ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib: but 
Israel doth not know, 
My people doth not 
consider.” —I :

And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them, and they 
were sore afraid —L :–

“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the L is 
risen upon thee. For, behold, the 
darkness shall cover the earth, 
and gross darkness the people: 
but the L will arise over thee, 
and His glory will be seen upon 
thee.” —I :–

And the angel said unto them, 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you: Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying: “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, goodwill toward 
men!” —L :– 

T  the words of Isaiah:
“Sing, O ye heavens, for the L
hath done it! shout, ye lower 
parts of the earth: break forth 

into singing, ye mountains, O
forest, and every tree therein! For 
the L has redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified Himself in Israel.” 

—I :

And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, “Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.” And they came 
with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in 
a manger. And when they had 
seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all 
they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them 
by the shepherds; but Mary kept 
all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart. —L :–

TheT  familiar Christmas story took place 2000 years ago, but 
it was many more centuries in the making. In speaking through the ancient 
prophets, God foretold how He would bring His beloved Son into the world.

T  of Jesus took place in an historical setting that the prophets 
foretold. �e underlying story of His genealogy, in itself, was a Divine 
masterpiece of intrigue, suspense, and prophetic fulfillment.  But the 
quiet events of that first Christmas morning, so long ago, have become 
commonplace in our modern traditions. Wise men and shepherds are 
familiar Christmas symbols as they gather around the tender baby who 
lies in a manger, while a chorus of angels proclaims the Lord’s good will to 
mankind. But how did the prophets envision this story? What hopes had 
they formed in the hearts of men, and what is the hope to which we look? 

L  story unfold afresh between the Old Testament prophets and the 
New Testament writers. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come,

And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Gentle Mary laid her Child

Lowly in a manger.

He is still the Undefiled,

But no more a stranger.

Son of God of humble birth,

Beautiful the story.

Praise His name in all the earth.

Hail! The King of Glory!

Espousal was a stronger 
version of our modern concept 
of an engagement, though 
it was less than an actual 
marriage. Because of this, 
Joseph had not yet known 
Mary intimately. 

t

t

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here

Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

First Sunday 
in Advent:

HOPE

Second Sunday 
in Advent: 
PEACE

�ird Sunday 
in Advent:

JOY

Fourth Sunday 
in Advent: 

LOVE

CHRISTMAS
EVE
or

CHRISTMAS
DAY

Light the �rst 
Advent candle.

Light the �rst 
and second 

Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, and third 
Advent candles.

Light the �rst, 
second, third, and 

fourth Advent 
candles.

Light all the 
candles on the 
Advent wreath, 
including the 
Christ candle.

Read: 
Isaiah 11:1-10
Luke: 1:26-38
Isaiah 7:10-14

Matthew 1:18-24

Read: 
Micah 5:2

Matthew 2:1-2, 
9-11

Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 3:1-6

Read: 
Isaiah 9:6-7

John 1:19-34
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Philippians 2:1-11

Read: 
Malachi 3:1-5

Romans 8:18-25
Isaiah 52:7-10

Revelation 21:1-4

Read: 
Isaiah 9:1-6
Luke 2:1-20
John 1:1-18

Titus 2:11-14

Sing:
O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel

Sing:
O Little Town of 

Bethlehem

Sing:
Come, Thou Long-

Expected Jesus

Sing:
Savior of the 

Nations, Come

Sing:
Joy to the World

A  C P
For an Advent or Christmas program, use panels 1-11 as a dramatic reading. 
See suggestions below for using only a few or several performers.
L : 

H :

actions during the readings 

O T scriptures are in red.
N T scriptures are in brown.
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