
4Kingship In the world of ancient Israel, the king represented the people. 
Kings were meant to model attitudes, behaviors, and character that all people 
should display in their lives. Jesus, the King of kings, plays this role when he 
shows us what it means to be God’s children. Thus, the king should:

Know his place (21:1) The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord; 
he directs it like a watercourse wherever 
he pleases.

Be wise (8:15–16) By me kings reign and rulers make laws that 
are just; by me princes govern, and all nobles 
who rule on earth.

Be righteous (25:5) Remove the wicked from the king’s presence, 
and his throne will be established through 
righteousness.

Be just (28:8; 
29:4, 14)

If a king judges the poor with fairness, his 
throne will always be secure (29:14).

Have self-control (31:1–7) [D]o not spend your strength on women, your 
vigor on those who ruin kings. “It is not for 
kings, O Lemuel—not for kings to drink wine, 
not for rulers to crave beer (31:3–4).

Be compassionate (31:8–9) “Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who are 
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend 
the rights of the poor and needy.”

Be surrounded by godly people (16:13; 
22:11)

He who loves a pure heart and whose 
speech is gracious will have the king for his 
friend (22:11).

Parallelism 

Parallel lines are an important feature of biblical proverbs. English proverbs 
normally have one line—“a penny saved is a penny earned.” Hebrew proverbs 
normally have two lines—“A fool fi nds pleasure in evil conduct, but a man of 
understanding delights in wisdom” (10:23). 

The sense of the proverb is found in the interplay of these lines. 

Parallelism means that the second line of the verse advances the thought of 
the fi rst line in some way. Determining how this movement occurs allows us to 
understand the sense and meaning of the proverb. There are different kinds of 
parallelism; the following examples are the most common types of parallelism 
in the book of Proverbs.

Kings take pleasure 
in honest lips; they 
value a man who 
speaks the truth 
(16:13).

In this example, we fi nd these parallels:
1. Kings are the main subject of the whole verse.
2.  Taking pleasure is parallel to value. However, valuing 

something is a step beyond merely taking pleasure.
3.  Honest lips is parallel to a man who speaks the truth. 

Although both expressions mean the same, the 
second one further specifi es what honest lips are.

4.  Some call this type of parallelism synonymous 
parallelism.

A fool fi nds 
pleasure in evil 
conduct, but a man 
of understanding 
delights in wisdom 
(10:23).

1.  This verse presents a contrast which provides the 
parallelism.

2. A fool is contrasted with a man of understanding. 
3.  Another parallel is the action of each person: one fi nds 

pleasure whereas the other delights. The two concepts 
are closely related, though the fi rst one seems more 
impulsive. 

4. The true contrast is on what each one fi nds delight in: 
the fool fi nds pleasure in evil conduct, while the man of 
understanding delights in wisdom. 

5.  The fi nal contrast is the key to the verse. Like the rest 
of Proverbs, the book invites its readers to delight in 
wisdom. Some call this contrasting parallel antithetical 
parallelism.

Better a meal of 
vegetables where 
there is love than a 
fattened calf with 
hatred (15:17)

1.  Another important form of parallelism is often called 
“better than” proverbs. 

2.  These proverbs explain why wisdom is superior 
to folly. 

3.  In the book of Proverbs, riches can be a blessing from 
God. But not all riches are desirable. When riches 
are accompanied by hatred, then poverty with love is 
preferable.

Lady Wisdom and Lady Folly
The function of the book of Proverbs is to persuade and instruct. First, the 
book invites readers to make a decision. The choice is not only a rational one; 
it involves desires and emotions, as well as intelligence and discernment. The 
writer attempts to capture the reader’s will by appealing to the imagination. 

Although the book addresses men only, as was 
traditional in ancient societies, its lessons are meant 
for all of God’s people.

In the fi rst nine chapters, the book addresses a “son.” For young men, the 
choice of the right woman is life changing. Proverbs invites its readers to make 
an equally life-changing choice. Choosing wisdom over folly changes people’s 
lives in a powerful way. 

Wisdom and Folly are characterized as women. The readers “hear” from both 
Lady Wisdom and Lady Folly. Their invitations become alternatives between 
life and death. When reading the book of Proverbs, we must allow it to touch 
our emotions and our wills. We must allow ourselves not just to choose Lady 
Wisdom but also to love and pursue her.

Proverbs in Context 
Although we can read each proverb separately, biblical proverbs were 
placed, by divine will, in a specifi c book context. Proverbs is part of a larger 
conversation with the other “wisdom books.” Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes 
balance and complement each other’s views about wisdom, God, creation, 
humanity, and every important topic of the Bible.

A superfi cial reading of the book of Proverbs could suggest that the world 
functions with a perfect retribution theology: good things happen to good 
people, and bad things happen to bad people. As tempting as that might be to 
believe, the story in the book of Job calls us to be cautious. While Job’s three 
friends argue individually that God rewards the righteous and punishes the 
wicked, Job continues to defend his own innocence. As readers, we know from 
the introduction in chapters one and two that Job is being used and abused by 
Satan, with God’s authorization. 

Job pleads for an audience with the creator. When he gets one, Job does not 
receive answers but a series of questions from God. God shows that he alone 
is wise; Job humbly recognizes the limits of his own wisdom, and declares, 

Suggestions for reading the book of Proverbs

1.   Remember that the meaning of individual proverbs is determined by the 
whole book’s message. 

2.   Be sensitive to the metaphors and other literary devices in the book. Be 
especially attentive to the parallelism of lines. 

3.   Discern the specifi c message of the proverb. Then identify the contexts 
in which that particular proverb is applicable. Not all proverbs are 
applicable to all occasions. Part of what it means to be a wise person is 
knowing when and how wisdom is applicable.

4.   Use commentaries to help you interpret cultural or literary issues. 
Proverbs uses imagery and customs that require knowledge of the 
ancient world. 

5.   If studying a theme in the book of Proverbs, like riches or discipline, read 
the entire book of Proverbs in more than one translation. Make notes of 
verses or sections that relate to the theme you are interested in. Then 
gather all the relevant verses and organize them in a way that makes the 
theme clear and does justice to the overall theme and message of the 
book of Proverbs.

6.   The proverbs call us not to simply gain more knowledge but to become 
wiser in our words and action. Search for a person who might be a good 
illustration of the wisdom you are studying. Remember that Jesus is the 
best illustration of God’s wisdom.
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“Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to 
know” (Job 42:3). At the end, God justifi es and restores Job. He also rebukes 
Job’s friends for their foolishness. Just as the book of Proverbs is an invitation 
to fall in love with Lady Wisdom, the book of Job is a reminder that we should 
not fall in love with our own wisdom.

Reading Proverbs
Since the wisdom in the book of Proverbs is important for our lives today, 
how can we study it profi tably? Below are common mistakes we make when 
reading the book and some suggestions for studying Proverbs.

Common mistakes when reading Proverbs

1.  Ignoring the genre of the book. Biblical proverbs are not promises, 
nor are they universal, timeless truths. Although there are wonderful 
truths to learn from them, and some clarifi cation on doctrinal matters, 
the role of the proverbs is to challenge our minds, hearts, and wills. 

2.  Isolating individual proverbs from the rest of the book and Bible. 
If we read only, “Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands 
bring wealth” (Proverbs 10:4), we would get the impression that 
laziness is the cause for poverty. However, the book of Proverbs also 
makes it clear that other reasons exist. “He who oppresses the poor 
to increase his wealth and he who gives gifts to the rich—both come 
to poverty” (Proverbs 22:16) suggests that oppression and lack of 
opportunities are also causes of poverty.

3.  Forgetting the limits of wisdom. The most 
evident limit is that proverbs are not adequate 
for every occasion. Reading and applying the 
sayings of the book requires wisdom: “Like a 
thornbush in a drunkard’s hand is a proverb in 
the mouth of a fool” (26:9) and “A man fi nds joy 
in giving an apt reply—and how good is a timely 
word” (15:23). The wisdom of the proverbs are 
limited by their genre and good timing for their 
use. Also, although the proverbs reveal some 
of God’s wisdom, our wisdom to understand 
and apply it is limited. Knowing that Jesus is 
the fullness of God’s wisdom is a reminder that 
the wisdom we fi nd in the book of Proverbs is 
limited.

Wisdom Literature
As “an apple a day” illustrates, proverbs do not occur exclusively in 
the Bible. The book of Proverbs is an example of a wider category 
of wisdom literature. In ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, wisdom 
played an important role. In those societies, wisdom belonged to the 
royal court. Wise teachers instructed their royal students for important 
positions within the kingdom. From scribes to nobles, wisdom taught 
the proper—wise—behavior in the court, correct speech, and an 
understanding of society and the world that allowed them to serve the 
ruler effectively.

Wisdom Literature in the Bible
The book of Proverbs is an example of a wider category of wisdom books in 
the Old Testament.

Wisdom Books Wisdom Themes in Other Books

Job
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes

Song of Songs
 Psalms (for example, 1, 19, 34, 49, 78, 119)
Genesis (1–2, 37–50)
Amos and Isaiah
Daniel

Biblical wisdom literature shares themes, vocabulary, and genres with this 
international wisdom tradition. The chart shows some important differences 
between the wisdom of the Bible and that of the world around ancient Israel.

       Egypt and Mesopotamia Old Testament

Fo
cu

s Anthropocentric (human-centered) 

The main interest was on fi nding ways 
for people to be successful in life. 
Material success was emphasized.

Theocentric (God-centered)

The main focus is on the God who created 
with order. Success in life is connected to 
human relationship with God.

G
od

Since these societies were polytheistic, 
their wisdom depended on a personal 
god or a number of other gods. Each 
god provided some wisdom.

The Bible declares that the LORD alone 
is God. God is the source of all wisdom 
because he himself created wisdom and 
created the universe with wisdom.

A
ud

ie
nc

e The main audience for wisdom 
teachers were court offi cials and 
royalty. 

Wisdom is meant for all people. Although 
Proverbs emphasize “sons,” the other 
wisdom books make it clear that wisdom 
is for all.

G
oa

l

Help civil servants to be effective and 
successful in their work and life in 
general. 

Teach people to love wisdom by having 
a correct relationship with God, by 
understanding the order with which God 
created the universe, and by recognizing 
the limits of human wisdom.

As “an apple a day” illustrates, proverbs do not occur exclusively in 
the Bible. The book of Proverbs is an example of a wider category 

played an important role. In those societies, wisdom belonged to the 
royal court. Wise teachers instructed their royal students for important 
positions within the kingdom. From scribes to nobles, wisdom taught 

understanding of society and the world that allowed them to serve the 

genre                  Genregenre                  Genregenre refers to the sorting of written texts into categories. 
Separating texts in genres is helpful for understanding the ways different texts 
work internally, as well as the settings in which they were used. For example, 
we have different expectations from a letter from a bank than we do a letter 
from a loved one. Each type of letter produces certain expectations and prompts 
a specifi c response.

The Bible contains different genres: narrative, prophecy, poetry, wisdom, 
apocalyptic literature, gospel, letters, history, and others. Each general genre is 
subdivided into smaller types. Wisdom, for example, is subdivided into proverbs, 
instructions, speeches, and advice. Knowing the genre helps us know the 
intention for the text. 

evident limit is that proverbs are not adequate 

the mouth of a fool” (26:9) and “A man fi nds joy 
in giving an apt reply—and how good is a timely 
word” (15:23). The wisdom of the proverbs are 
limited by their genre and good timing for their 

the fullness of God’s wisdom is a reminder that 
the wisdom we fi nd in the book of Proverbs is 
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“An apple a day keeps the doctor away...” 
We all have heard or used some of these pithy 
sayings at one point or another. They express 
popular wisdom about the world that anyone 
can understand and apply. Their content 
expresses an observation about nature or 
society or advice concerning behavior or 
making choices. 

People understand that following the advice 
of these wise sayings will help one to live a 
better life. Part of their effectiveness lies in 
their brevity—they are easy to remember. 
These sayings are most effective when we 
quote them at the right moment and in the 
right circumstances. 

Although we all recognize that these bits of 
wisdom are helpful, they are not universal or 
always applicable. While generally “an apple 
a day keeps the doctor away,” we all know 
that some serious illnesses require immediate 
medical attention. In other words, we all 
recognize the limits of popular wisdom. 

In the following pages, we will learn about 
biblical proverbs from the book of Proverbs: 
their background, hints and steps for 
interpretations, main themes, and connections 
with the New Testament and the church today.

Who Wrote the Book?
Proverbs 1:1, 10:1, and 25:1 affi rm that King Solomon, King David’s son, 
was the main author. 

Proverbs 25:1 also affi rms that “the men of Hezekiah king of Judah” 
copied them. 

The book also recognizes other contributors: Wise men (22:17; 24:23), Agur 
(30:1), and Lemuel (31:1). Nothing is known about these writers. 

We read in 1 Kings 4:32 
that Solomon wrote three 
thousand proverbs. 

How Is the Book Arranged?
The structure of the book gives us an overview of 
the content and themes. The main sections of the 
book of Proverbs are:

 1.  Introduction to the book (1:1–7)

 2.  Instructions and warnings (1:8–9:18)

 3.   First collection of Solomon’s proverbs (10:1–22:16)

 4.   First collection of the words of the wise 
(22:17–24:22)

5. Second collection of the words of the wise (24:23–34)

 6.   Second collection of Solomon’s proverbs 
(25:1–29:27)

 7.  The words of Agur (30)

 8.  The words of Lemuel (31:1–9)

 9.  Poem of the virtuous woman (31:10–31)

Main Themes in the Book of Proverbs
Wisdom We can read the whole book as an appeal to choose wisdom 
over all other things. 

God created wisdom (8:22–23) The LORD brought me forth as the first of 
his works, before his deeds of old; I was 
appointed from eternity, from the beginning, 
before the world began.

God used wisdom to create the universe 
(8:24–31)

Then I was the craftsman at his side. 
I was filled with delight day after day, 
rejoicing always in his presence.

God reveals and is the source of wisdom 
(2:6–7; 30:5–6)

For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his 
mouth come knowledge and understanding 
(2:6–7).

The beginning of wisdom is “fear of the 
LORD” (1:7; 2:5; 9:10; 10:27; 14:27; 
15:16, 33; 16:6; 19:23; 22:4; 23:17)

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
discipline (1:7).

Wisdom is desirable over all things 
(4:7–9; 8:10–11)

Choose my instruction instead of silver, 
knowledge rather than choice gold, for 
wisdom is more precious than rubies, and 
nothing you desire can compare with her 
(8:10–11).

Understanding Humanity Wisdom teaching is directed to 
all people. Proverbs is an invitation to accurately identify the source of all wisdom, 
neither over- nor underestimating human wisdom. In the book of Proverbs we 
learn about humans:

Humans are God’s creation (29:13) The poor man and the oppressor have this in 
common: The Lord gives sight to the eyes 
of both.

Humans delude themselves (12:15;
14:12; 16:2; 25; 28:26)

There is a way that seems right to a man, but 
in the end it leads to death.

The heart is central and reveals 
humanity’s true character (27:19)

As water reflects a face, so a man’s heart 
reflects the man.

Humans are inherently foolish (22:15) Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but 
the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.

Description of a wise person Wisdom is not something 
easily taught. As with many important things, it is easier to show what a wise 
person looks like than describe wisdom. Wise people are recognized by their:

Character
They are righteous (13:5–6; 12:17) The righteous hate what is false, but 

the wicked bring shame and disgrace. 
Righteousness guards the man of integrity, 
but wickedness overthrows the sinner 
(13:5–6).

Loyal (16:6) Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned 
for; through the fear of the LORD a man 
avoids evil.

Humble (3:5, 9; 8:17; 28:13; 21:4) He who conceals his sins does not prosper, 
but whoever confesses and renounces them 
finds mercy (28:13).

Teachable (12:1, 15; 3:1; 10:14; 15:12; 
17:10; 18:15)

The heart of the discerning acquires 
knowledge; the ears of the wise seek it out 
(18:15).

Self-controlled and not rash (17:27; 
14:29, 30; 19:2)

A man of knowledge uses words with 
restraint, and a man of understanding is even-
tempered (17:27).

Forgiving (10:12; 17:9; 14:9; 20:22; 24:29) Do not say, “I’ll do to him as he has done to 
me; I’ ll pay that man back for what he did” 
(24:29).

Thoughtful 
(13:16; 14:8, 15, 
16;22:5)

A simple man believes anything, but a 
prudent man gives thought to his steps. A 
wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil, but 
a fool is hotheaded and reckless (14:15–16).

Is honest (12:22) The LORD detests lying lips, but he delights in 
men who are truthful.

Does not boast (27:2) Let another praise you, and not your own 
mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.

Does not reveal secrets (17:9; 20:19) He who covers over an offense promotes 
love, but whoever repeats the matter 
separates close friends (17:9).

Does not slander (6:12) A scoundrel and villain, who goes about with 
a corrupt mouth.

Is peaceful (12:16) A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a 
prudent man overlooks an insult.

Proverbs Today 
Should we read the Proverbs today? Yes! And not only should we read them, 
but we need to allow the beauty and desirability of Lady Wisdom to captivate 
our imaginations and wills. The consequences of our efforts will be evident in:

1. Life

2. Health

3. Riches

4. Fulfillment and satisfaction

5. Relationships

6. Joy

7. Peace

8. Hope

9. Knowledge of and love for the world

10. Greater appreciation of God’s 
wisdom in our lives

We will also be able to know and relate better to Jesus, “who has become for 
us wisdom from God…” (1 Cor. 1:30). In Jesus, God reveals the extent, depth, 
and power of his wisdom.
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Proverbs are short, memorable 
sayings that generalize on human 
experience to communicate an 
experiential truth.

Speech
Words have power (10:11; 12:18) Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the 

tongue of the wise brings healing (12:18).

Limits of words (14:23; 28:24; 26:18–19) Like a madman shooting firebrands or deadly 
arrows is a man who deceives his neighbor 
and says, “I was only joking!” (26:18–19).

Relationship with Wife
He recognizes she is from God (18:22; 
19:14)

Houses and wealth are inherited from 
parents, but a prudent wife is from the LORD

(19:14).

Acknowledges as his crowning glory 
(12:4; 31:28)

He who finds a wife finds what is good and 
receives favor from the LORD (12:4).

Is faithful to her (5:15–20; 6:29) Drink water from your own cistern, running 
water from your own well. Should your 
springs overflow in the streets, your streams 
of water in the public squares? Let them 
be yours alone, never to be shared with 
strangers. May your fountain be blessed, 
and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth 
(5:15–18).

Relationship with Children
Acknowledges the need for wisdom in 
their lives (1–9)

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep 
my commands in your heart, for they will 
prolong your life many years and bring you 
prosperity (3:1–2).

Recognizes children’s natural condition 
(22:15)

Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but 
the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.

Children can be trained (19:18; 22:6) Train a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not turn from it (22:6).

Recognizes that foolish children are in 
danger and wisdom can help (20:20

If a man curses his father or mother, his lamp 
will be snuffed out in pitch darkness.

Loves children and disciplines them 
(13:24)

He who spares the rod hates his son, but he 
who loves him is careful to discipline him.

Relationships with Other People
Chooses kind friends (22:24–25) Do not make friends with a hot-tempered 

man, do not associate with one easily 
angered, or you may learn his ways and get 
yourself ensnared.

Values and is 
loyal to friends 
(27:10; 17:17)

Do not forsake your friend and the friend of 
your father, and do not go to your brother’s 
house when disaster strikes you—better 
a neighbor nearby than a brother far away 
(27:10).

Behaves fairly and justly with all 
(3:27–28)

Do not withhold good from those who 
deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Do 
not say to your neighbor, “Come back later; 
I’ ll give it tomorrow”—when you now have it 
with you.

Is considerate (25:17) Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house—
too much of you, and he will hate you.

Lives in peace (3:29; 25:8–9) Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who 
lives trustfully near you (3:29).

Possessions
Recognizes the proper value of money 
(30:7–9; 11:4)

Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but 
righteousness delivers from death (11:4).

Wisdom is better than riches (15:16; 
16:8, 16; 22:1)

How much better to get wisdom than gold, 
to choose understanding rather than silver! 
(16:16).

Honors God with possessions and 
recognizes that blessings come from God 
(3:9–10; 10:22; 14:24)

Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the 
firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns 
will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will 
brim over with new wine (3:9–10).

Recognizes that foolish behavior leads 
to poverty (6:6–11; 10:4–5; 21:17; 
26:13– 15), as do injustice and 
oppression (13:23; 16:8; 22:16)

He who loves pleasure will become poor; 
whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich 
(21:17).
He who oppresses the poor to increase his 
wealth and he who gives gifts to the rich—
both come to poverty (22:16).

Is generous with possessions (3:27–28; 
11:24; 28:27; 29:7)

The righteous care about justice for the poor, 
but the wicked have no such concern (29:7).

Is kind to animals (12:10) A righteous man cares for the needs of his 
animal, but the kindest acts of the wicked 
are cruel.

wisdom

proverb

fear of the Lord

Proverbs: A Guide to Godly Living

Wisdom is often defi ned 
as “the ability to make 
godly choices.” In the Bible, 
wisdom is tightly connected 
to creation. The way God 
created the universe has 
a direct effect on the way 
nature and society behave. In 
an important sense, wisdom 
is the ability to see life and 
the world the way God sees 
them. Wisdom is practical 
knowledge that allows people 
to live fully. 

Proverb is a short, memora-
ble saying that communicates 
an observation of the world 
or experience that helps one 
live better. The Hebrew word 
behind it is mashal. Among mashal. Among mashal
its meanings are: to rule and 
to compare or liken. The 
wisdom of proverbs helps 
wise people to master the art 
of godly living, as well as to 
discern how our lives and our 
behavior are connected with 
God’s creation.

The Bible is clear that 
“the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge” 
(1:7). In the Bible, the starting 
point of wisdom and its end-
goal are an all-embracing 
relationship with God, the 
LORD of the covenant. The 
fear of the LORD is not a sense 
of terror but of reverence. 
In other words, it is a deep 
sense of who God is and who 
we are in relation to him. It 
is a deep understanding that 
God is the creator, sustainer, 
savior, judge, and owner of 
the whole universe. This 
knowledge is a relational 
knowledge that affects 
our behavior. The psalmist 
explains, “The Lord delights 
in those who fear him, who 
put their hope in his unfailing 
love” (Ps. 147:11). Fearing 
the LORD, then, takes the 
form of trust: trust in God’s 
faithfulness to his promises 
as creator, redeemer, savior, 
and judge.

A good man leaves an inheritance for 

his children’s children, but a sinner’s 

wealth is stored up for the righteous. 
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“An apple a day keeps the doctor away...” 
We all have heard or used some of these pithy 
sayings at one point or another. They express 
popular wisdom about the world that anyone 
can understand and apply. Their content 
expresses an observation about nature or 
society or advice concerning behavior or 
making choices. 

People understand that following the advice 
of these wise sayings will help one to live a 
better life. Part of their effectiveness lies in 
their brevity—they are easy to remember. 
These sayings are most effective when we 
quote them at the right moment and in the 
right circumstances.

Although we all recognize that these bits of 
wisdom are helpful, they are not universal or 
always applicable. While generally “an apple 
a day keeps the doctor away,” we all know 
that some serious illnesses require immediate 
medical attention. In other words, we all 
recognize the limits of popular wisdom. 

In the following pages, we will learn about 
biblical proverbs from the book of Proverbs: 
their background, hints and steps for 
interpretations, main themes, and connections 
with the New Testament and the church today.

Who Wrote the Book?
 Proverbs 1:1, 10:1, and 25:1 affi rm that King Solomon, King David’s son, 
was the main author. 

 Proverbs 25:1 also affi rms that “the men of Hezekiah king of Judah” 
copied them. 

The book also recognizes other contributors: Wise men (22:17; 24:23), Agur 
(30:1), and Lemuel (31:1). Nothing is known about these writers. 

We read in 1 Kings 4:32 
that Solomon wrote three 
thousand proverbs. 

How Is the Book Arranged?
The structure of the book gives us an overview of 
the content and themes. The main sections of the 
book of Proverbs are:

1. Introduction to the book (1:1–7)

2. Instructions and warnings (1:8–9:18)

3.  First collection of Solomon’s proverbs (10:1–22:16)

4.  First collection of the words of the wise
(22:17–24:22)

5.  Second collection of the words of the wise (24:23–34)

6.  Second collection of Solomon’s proverbs
(25:1–29:27)

7. The words of Agur (30)

8. The words of Lemuel (31:1–9)

9. Poem of the virtuous woman (31:10–31)

Main Themes in the Book of Proverbs
Wisdom We can read the whole book as an appeal to choose wisdom 
over all other things. 

God created wisdom (8:22–23) The LORD brought me forth as the first of 
his works, before his deeds of old; I was 
appointed from eternity, from the beginning, 
before the world began.

God used wisdom to create the universe 
(8:24–31)

Then I was the craftsman at his side. 
I was filled with delight day after day, 
rejoicing always in his presence.

God reveals and is the source of wisdom 
(2:6–7; 30:5–6)

For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his 
mouth come knowledge and understanding 
(2:6–7).

The beginning of wisdom is “fear of the 
LORD” (1:7; 2:5; 9:10; 10:27; 14:27; 
15:16, 33; 16:6; 19:23; 22:4; 23:17)

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
discipline (1:7).

Wisdom is desirable over all things 
(4:7–9; 8:10–11)

Choose my instruction instead of silver, 
knowledge rather than choice gold, for 
wisdom is more precious than rubies, and 
nothing you desire can compare with her 
(8:10–11).

Understanding Humanity Wisdom teaching is directed to 
all people. Proverbs is an invitation to accurately identify the source of all wisdom, 
neither over- nor underestimating human wisdom. In the book of Proverbs we 
learn about humans:

Humans are God’s creation (29:13) The poor man and the oppressor have this in 
common: The Lord gives sight to the eyes 
of both.

Humans delude themselves (12:15;
14:12; 16:2; 25; 28:26)

There is a way that seems right to a man, but 
in the end it leads to death.

The heart is central and reveals 
humanity’s true character (27:19)

As water reflects a face, so a man’s heart 
reflects the man.

Humans are inherently foolish (22:15) Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but 
the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.

Description of a wise person Wisdom is not something 
easily taught. As with many important things, it is easier to show what a wise 
person looks like than describe wisdom. Wise people are recognized by their:

Character
They are righteous (13:5–6; 12:17) The righteous hate what is false, but 

the wicked bring shame and disgrace. 
Righteousness guards the man of integrity, 
but wickedness overthrows the sinner 
(13:5–6).

Loyal (16:6) Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned 
for; through the fear of the LORD a man 
avoids evil.

Humble (3:5, 9; 8:17; 28:13; 21:4) He who conceals his sins does not prosper, 
but whoever confesses and renounces them 
finds mercy (28:13).

Teachable (12:1, 15; 3:1; 10:14; 15:12; 
17:10; 18:15)

The heart of the discerning acquires 
knowledge; the ears of the wise seek it out 
(18:15).

Self-controlled and not rash (17:27; 
14:29, 30; 19:2)

A man of knowledge uses words with 
restraint, and a man of understanding is even-
tempered (17:27).

Forgiving (10:12; 17:9; 14:9; 20:22; 24:29) Do not say, “I’ll do to him as he has done to 
me; I’ ll pay that man back for what he did” 
(24:29).

Thoughtful 
(13:16; 14:8, 15, 
16;22:5)

A simple man believes anything, but a 
prudent man gives thought to his steps. A 
wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil, but 
a fool is hotheaded and reckless (14:15–16).

Is honest (12:22) The LORD detests lying lips, but he delights in 
men who are truthful.

Does not boast (27:2) Let another praise you, and not your own 
mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.

Does not reveal secrets (17:9; 20:19) He who covers over an offense promotes 
love, but whoever repeats the matter 
separates close friends (17:9).

Does not slander (6:12) A scoundrel and villain, who goes about with 
a corrupt mouth.

Is peaceful (12:16) A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a 
prudent man overlooks an insult.

Proverbs Today 
Should we read the Proverbs today? Yes! And not only should we read them, 
but we need to allow the beauty and desirability of Lady Wisdom to captivate 
our imaginations and wills. The consequences of our efforts will be evident in:

1. Life

2. Health

3. Riches

4. Fulfillment and satisfaction

5. Relationships

6. Joy

7. Peace

8. Hope

9. Knowledge of and love for the world

10. Greater appreciation of God’s 
wisdom in our lives

We will also be able to know and relate better to Jesus, “who has become for 
us wisdom from God…” (1 Cor. 1:30). In Jesus, God reveals the extent, depth, 
and power of his wisdom.
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Proverbs are short, memorable 
sayings that generalize on human
experience to communicate an 
experiential truth.

Speech
Words have power (10:11; 12:18) Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the 

tongue of the wise brings healing (12:18).

Limits of words (14:23; 28:24; 26:18–19) Like a madman shooting firebrands or deadly 
arrows is a man who deceives his neighbor 
and says, “I was only joking!” (26:18–19).

Relationship with Wife
He recognizes she is from God (18:22; 
19:14)

Houses and wealth are inherited from 
parents, but a prudent wife is from the LORD

(19:14).

Acknowledges as his crowning glory 
(12:4; 31:28)

He who finds a wife finds what is good and 
receives favor from the LORD (12:4).

Is faithful to her (5:15–20; 6:29) Drink water from your own cistern, running 
water from your own well. Should your 
springs overflow in the streets, your streams 
of water in the public squares? Let them 
be yours alone, never to be shared with 
strangers. May your fountain be blessed, 
and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth 
(5:15–18).

Relationship with Children
Acknowledges the need for wisdom in 
their lives (1–9)

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep 
my commands in your heart, for they will 
prolong your life many years and bring you 
prosperity (3:1–2).

Recognizes children’s natural condition 
(22:15)

Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but 
the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.

Children can be trained (19:18; 22:6) Train a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not turn from it (22:6).

Recognizes that foolish children are in 
danger and wisdom can help (20:20

If a man curses his father or mother, his lamp 
will be snuffed out in pitch darkness.

Loves children and disciplines them 
(13:24)

He who spares the rod hates his son, but he 
who loves him is careful to discipline him.

Relationships with Other People
Chooses kind friends (22:24–25) Do not make friends with a hot-tempered 

man, do not associate with one easily 
angered, or you may learn his ways and get 
yourself ensnared.

Values and is 
loyal to friends 
(27:10; 17:17)

Do not forsake your friend and the friend of 
your father, and do not go to your brother’s 
house when disaster strikes you—better 
a neighbor nearby than a brother far away 
(27:10).

Behaves fairly and justly with all 
(3:27–28)

Do not withhold good from those who 
deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Do 
not say to your neighbor, “Come back later; 
I’ ll give it tomorrow”—when you now have it 
with you.

Is considerate (25:17) Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house—
too much of you, and he will hate you.

Lives in peace (3:29; 25:8–9) Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who 
lives trustfully near you (3:29).

Possessions
Recognizes the proper value of money 
(30:7–9; 11:4)

Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but 
righteousness delivers from death (11:4).

Wisdom is better than riches (15:16; 
16:8, 16; 22:1)

How much better to get wisdom than gold, 
to choose understanding rather than silver! 
(16:16).

Honors God with possessions and 
recognizes that blessings come from God 
(3:9–10; 10:22; 14:24)

Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the 
firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns 
will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will 
brim over with new wine (3:9–10).

Recognizes that foolish behavior leads 
to poverty (6:6–11; 10:4–5; 21:17; 
26:13– 15), as do injustice and 
oppression (13:23; 16:8; 22:16)

He who loves pleasure will become poor; 
whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich 
(21:17).
He who oppresses the poor to increase his 
wealth and he who gives gifts to the rich—
both come to poverty (22:16).

Is generous with possessions (3:27–28; 
11:24; 28:27; 29:7)

The righteous care about justice for the poor, 
but the wicked have no such concern (29:7).

Is kind to animals (12:10) A righteous man cares for the needs of his 
animal, but the kindest acts of the wicked 
are cruel.

wisdom

proverb

fear of the Lord

Proverbs: A Guide to Godly Living

Wisdom is often defined 
as “the ability to make 
godly choices.” In the Bible, 
wisdom is tightly connected 
to creation. The way God 
created the universe has 
a direct effect on the way 
nature and society behave. In 
an important sense, wisdom 
is the ability to see life and 
the world the way God sees 
them. Wisdom is practical 
knowledge that allows people 
to live fully. 

Proverb is a short, memora-
ble saying that communicates 
an observation of the world 
or experience that helps one 
live better. The Hebrew word 
behind it is mashal. Among mashal. Among mashal
its meanings are: to rule and 
to compare or liken. The 
wisdom of proverbs helps 
wise people to master the art 
of godly living, as well as to 
discern how our lives and our 
behavior are connected with 
God’s creation.

The Bible is clear that 
“the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge” 
(1:7). In the Bible, the starting 
point of wisdom and its end-
goal are an all-embracing 
relationship with God, the 
LORD of the covenant. The 
fear of the LORD is not a sense 
of terror but of reverence. 
In other words, it is a deep 
sense of who God is and who 
we are in relation to him. It 
is a deep understanding that 
God is the creator, sustainer, 
savior, judge, and owner of 
the whole universe. This 
knowledge is a relational 
knowledge that affects 
our behavior. The psalmist 
explains, “The Lord delights 
in those who fear him, who 
put their hope in his unfailing 
love” (Ps. 147:11). Fearing 
the LORD, then, takes the 
form of trust: trust in God’s 
faithfulness to his promises 
as creator, redeemer, savior, 
and judge.

A good man leaves an inheritance for 

his children’s children, but a sinner’s 

wealth is stored up for the righteous. 

©
n

or
th

lig
h

ti
m

ag
es

©
io

fo
to

©
H

on
g

q
i Z

h
an

g

©
Ey

e 
D

es
ig

n
 P

h
ot

o 
Te

am

©
ab

ze
e

763X Proverbs_BG.indd   1 8/30/10   10:58:15 AM

www.hendricksonrose.com © 2018  Rose Publishing, LLC.  Bible Reference Made Easy
Permission granted to the original purchaser to print out. It is illegal to sell, email, replicate, duplicate, or post any part of this on 
the Internet. Download catalog and sign up for Rose Bible e-Charts at www.hendricksonrose.com 
Title: Proverbs    Product Code: 763X   ISBN-13: 9781596363960

http://www.rose-publishing.com
http://www.rose-publishing.com


3

2  

1

7

“An apple a day keeps the doctor away...” 
We all have heard or used some of these pithy 
sayings at one point or another. They express 
popular wisdom about the world that anyone 
can understand and apply. Their content 
expresses an observation about nature or 
society or advice concerning behavior or 
making choices. 

People understand that following the advice 
of these wise sayings will help one to live a 
better life. Part of their effectiveness lies in 
their brevity—they are easy to remember. 
These sayings are most effective when we 
quote them at the right moment and in the 
right circumstances.

Although we all recognize that these bits of 
wisdom are helpful, they are not universal or 
always applicable. While generally “an apple 
a day keeps the doctor away,” we all know 
that some serious illnesses require immediate 
medical attention. In other words, we all 
recognize the limits of popular wisdom. 

In the following pages, we will learn about 
biblical proverbs from the book of Proverbs: 
their background, hints and steps for 
interpretations, main themes, and connections 
with the New Testament and the church today.

Who Wrote the Book?
Proverbs 1:1, 10:1, and 25:1 affi rm that King Solomon, King David’s son, 
was the main author. 

Proverbs 25:1 also affi rms that “the men of Hezekiah king of Judah” 
copied them. 

The book also recognizes other contributors: Wise men (22:17; 24:23), Agur 
(30:1), and Lemuel (31:1). Nothing is known about these writers. 

We read in 1 Kings 4:32 
that Solomon wrote three 
thousand proverbs. 

How Is the Book Arranged?
The structure of the book gives us an overview of 
the content and themes. The main sections of the 
book of Proverbs are:

 1.  Introduction to the book (1:1–7)

 2.  Instructions and warnings (1:8–9:18)

 3.   First collection of Solomon’s proverbs (10:1–22:16)

 4.   First collection of the words of the wise 
(22:17–24:22)

5. Second collection of the words of the wise (24:23–34)

 6.   Second collection of Solomon’s proverbs 
(25:1–29:27)

 7.  The words of Agur (30)

 8.  The words of Lemuel (31:1–9)

 9.  Poem of the virtuous woman (31:10–31)

Main Themes in the Book of Proverbs
Wisdom We can read the whole book as an appeal to choose wisdom
over all other things. 

God created wisdom (8:22–23) The LORD brought me forth as the fi rst of 
his works, before his deeds of old; I was 
appointed from eternity, from the beginning, 
before the world began.

God used wisdom to create the universe 
(8:24–31)

Then I was the craftsman at his side. 
I was fi lled with delight day after day, 
rejoicing always in his presence.

God reveals and is the source of wisdom 
(2:6–7; 30:5–6)

For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his 
mouth come knowledge and understanding 
(2:6–7).

The beginning of wisdom is “fear of the 
LORD” (1:7; 2:5; 9:10; 10:27; 14:27; 
15:16, 33; 16:6; 19:23; 22:4; 23:17)

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
discipline (1:7).

Wisdom is desirable over all things 
(4:7–9; 8:10–11)

Choose my instruction instead of silver, 
knowledge rather than choice gold, for 
wisdom is more precious than rubies, and 
nothing you desire can compare with her 
(8:10–11).

Understanding Humanity Wisdom teaching is directed to
all people. Proverbs is an invitation to accurately identify the source of all wisdom, 
neither over- nor underestimating human wisdom. In the book of Proverbs we 
learn about humans:

Humans are God’s creation (29:13) The poor man and the oppressor have this in 
common: The Lord gives sight to the eyes 
of both.

Humans delude themselves (12:15; 
14:12; 16:2; 25; 28:26)

There is a way that seems right to a man, but 
in the end it leads to death.

The heart is central and reveals 
humanity’s true character (27:19)

As water refl ects a face, so a man’s heart 
refl ects the man.

Humans are inherently foolish (22:15) Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but 
the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.

Description of a wise person Wisdom is not something 
easily taught. As with many important things, it is easier to show what a wise 
person looks like than describe wisdom. Wise people are recognized by their:

Character
They are righteous (13:5–6; 12:17) The righteous hate what is false, but 

the wicked bring shame and disgrace. 
Righteousness guards the man of integrity, 
but wickedness overthrows the sinner 
(13:5–6).

Loyal (16:6) Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned 
for; through the fear of the LORD a man 
avoids evil.

Humble (3:5, 9; 8:17; 28:13; 21:4) He who conceals his sins does not prosper, 
but whoever confesses and renounces them 
finds mercy (28:13).

Teachable (12:1, 15; 3:1; 10:14; 15:12; 
17:10; 18:15)

The heart of the discerning acquires 
knowledge; the ears of the wise seek it out 
(18:15).

Self-controlled and not rash (17:27; 
14:29, 30; 19:2)

A man of knowledge uses words with 
restraint, and a man of understanding is even-
tempered (17:27).

Forgiving (10:12; 17:9; 14:9; 20:22; 24:29) Do not say, “I’ll do to him as he has done to 
me; I’ ll pay that man back for what he did” 
(24:29).

Thoughtful 
(13:16; 14:8, 15, 
16;22:5)

A simple man believes anything, but a 
prudent man gives thought to his steps. A 
wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil, but 
a fool is hotheaded and reckless (14:15–16).

Is honest (12:22) The LORD detests lying lips, but he delights in 
men who are truthful.

Does not boast (27:2) Let another praise you, and not your own 
mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.

Does not reveal secrets (17:9; 20:19) He who covers over an offense promotes 
love, but whoever repeats the matter 
separates close friends (17:9).

Does not slander (6:12) A scoundrel and villain, who goes about with 
a corrupt mouth.

Is peaceful (12:16) A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a 
prudent man overlooks an insult.

Proverbs Today 
Should we read the Proverbs today? Yes! And not only should we read them, 
but we need to allow the beauty and desirability of Lady Wisdom to captivate 
our imaginations and wills. The consequences of our efforts will be evident in:

1. Life

2. Health

3. Riches

4. Fulfillment and satisfaction

5. Relationships

6. Joy

7. Peace

8. Hope

9. Knowledge of and love for the world

10. Greater appreciation of God’s 
wisdom in our lives

We will also be able to know and relate better to Jesus, “who has become for 
us wisdom from God…” (1 Cor. 1:30). In Jesus, God reveals the extent, depth, 
and power of his wisdom.
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Proverbs are short, memorable 
sayings that generalize on human
experience to communicate an 
experiential truth.

Speech
Words have power (10:11; 12:18) Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the 

tongue of the wise brings healing (12:18).

Limits of words (14:23; 28:24; 26:18–19) Like a madman shooting firebrands or deadly 
arrows is a man who deceives his neighbor 
and says, “I was only joking!” (26:18–19).

Relationship with Wife
He recognizes she is from God (18:22; 
19:14)

Houses and wealth are inherited from 
parents, but a prudent wife is from the LORD

(19:14).

Acknowledges as his crowning glory 
(12:4; 31:28)

He who finds a wife finds what is good and 
receives favor from the LORD (12:4).

Is faithful to her (5:15–20; 6:29) Drink water from your own cistern, running 
water from your own well. Should your 
springs overflow in the streets, your streams 
of water in the public squares? Let them 
be yours alone, never to be shared with 
strangers. May your fountain be blessed, 
and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth 
(5:15–18).

Relationship with Children
Acknowledges the need for wisdom in 
their lives (1–9)

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep 
my commands in your heart, for they will 
prolong your life many years and bring you 
prosperity (3:1–2).

Recognizes children’s natural condition 
(22:15)

Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but 
the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.

Children can be trained (19:18; 22:6) Train a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not turn from it (22:6).

Recognizes that foolish children are in 
danger and wisdom can help (20:20

If a man curses his father or mother, his lamp 
will be snuffed out in pitch darkness.

Loves children and disciplines them 
(13:24)

He who spares the rod hates his son, but he 
who loves him is careful to discipline him.

Relationships with Other People
Chooses kind friends (22:24–25) Do not make friends with a hot-tempered 

man, do not associate with one easily 
angered, or you may learn his ways and get 
yourself ensnared.

Values and is 
loyal to friends 
(27:10; 17:17)

Do not forsake your friend and the friend of 
your father, and do not go to your brother’s 
house when disaster strikes you—better 
a neighbor nearby than a brother far away 
(27:10).

Behaves fairly and justly with all 
(3:27–28)

Do not withhold good from those who 
deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Do 
not say to your neighbor, “Come back later; 
I’ ll give it tomorrow”—when you now have it 
with you.

Is considerate (25:17) Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house—
too much of you, and he will hate you.

Lives in peace (3:29; 25:8–9) Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who 
lives trustfully near you (3:29).

Possessions
Recognizes the proper value of money 
(30:7–9; 11:4)

Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but 
righteousness delivers from death (11:4).

Wisdom is better than riches (15:16; 
16:8, 16; 22:1)

How much better to get wisdom than gold, 
to choose understanding rather than silver! 
(16:16).

Honors God with possessions and 
recognizes that blessings come from God 
(3:9–10; 10:22; 14:24)

Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the 
firstfruits of all your crops; then your barns 
will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will 
brim over with new wine (3:9–10).

Recognizes that foolish behavior leads 
to poverty (6:6–11; 10:4–5; 21:17; 
26:13– 15), as do injustice and 
oppression (13:23; 16:8; 22:16)

He who loves pleasure will become poor; 
whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich 
(21:17).
He who oppresses the poor to increase his 
wealth and he who gives gifts to the rich—
both come to poverty (22:16).

Is generous with possessions (3:27–28; 
11:24; 28:27; 29:7)

The righteous care about justice for the poor, 
but the wicked have no such concern (29:7).

Is kind to animals (12:10) A righteous man cares for the needs of his 
animal, but the kindest acts of the wicked 
are cruel.

wisdom

proverb

fear of the Lord

Proverbs: A Guide to Godly Living

Wisdom is often defined 
as “the ability to make 
godly choices.” In the Bible, 
wisdom is tightly connected 
to creation. The way God 
created the universe has 
a direct effect on the way 
nature and society behave. In 
an important sense, wisdom 
is the ability to see life and 
the world the way God sees 
them. Wisdom is practical 
knowledge that allows people 
to live fully. 

Proverb is a short, memora-
ble saying that communicates 
an observation of the world 
or experience that helps one 
live better. The Hebrew word 
behind it is mashal. Among mashal. Among mashal
its meanings are: to rule and 
to compare or liken. The 
wisdom of proverbs helps 
wise people to master the art 
of godly living, as well as to 
discern how our lives and our 
behavior are connected with 
God’s creation.

The Bible is clear that 
“the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge” 
(1:7). In the Bible, the starting 
point of wisdom and its end-
goal are an all-embracing 
relationship with God, the 
LORD of the covenant. The 
fear of the LORD is not a sense 
of terror but of reverence. 
In other words, it is a deep 
sense of who God is and who 
we are in relation to him. It 
is a deep understanding that 
God is the creator, sustainer, 
savior, judge, and owner of 
the whole universe. This 
knowledge is a relational 
knowledge that affects 
our behavior. The psalmist 
explains, “The Lord delights 
in those who fear him, who 
put their hope in his unfailing 
love” (Ps. 147:11). Fearing 
the LORD, then, takes the 
form of trust: trust in God’s 
faithfulness to his promises 
as creator, redeemer, savior, 
and judge.

A good man leaves an inheritance for 

his children’s children, but a sinner’s 

wealth is stored up for the righteous. 
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