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1 dedicate this book to the memory of
Alexis Frank
(November 25, 1997-April 2, 2001).

Through her life and death, many have come to know the King.

Also to my Father in heaven who guides and shapes my life daily
by His love through His Holy Spirit.
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God is the best and
greatest builder of all. He will build good things in your heart and mind
when you allow Him.

God’s Son, Jesus, was a real carpenter. The Bible says that Jesus
was born into a family of carpenters. Joseph, His earthly father, was a
carpenter in the city of Nazareth. So probably right around your age,
Jesus began learning carpentry skills.

As Jesus began His ministry, He used carpentry words to help people
understand how to live. For example, He spoke about the “narrow gate”
that we have to go through to see the things of God. And He told the par-
able about building a house on rock instead of sand. In Matthew 21:33,
Jesus talked about building a tower in a vineyard. The mind of a carpen-
ter-builder was always at work in Jesus’ life.

Even today, Jesus builds up people with God’s love and repairs
broken lives. As you read this book each day, let Him build new things
into your heart and mind.

Here’s your builder’s guide on how to use Gotta Have God 2:
Get out your writing tools: pencils, markers or crayons.

Read the Bible verse and look it up in your Bible. Draw a line under
the words in your Bible to help you find the verse later. (God doesn’t
mind if you draw a neat line in His Word.)

Read the story or have your parents read it to you, and answer the
questions.

Talk to God about your answers to the questions.

Read the activity directions and do the activity. The projects and
puzzles will help you act on what you have learned.

Look at the verse again! Spend a minute or two asking God to tell
you something about the verse. Try to memorize the verse!

Use this book each day in a special time alone with God. Take time
to talk to God in prayer as you go. Start letting God build into your life

today, and learn why you Gotta Have God!
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God gives me tools to build my life correctly.

His divine power has given us everything we need for life

and godliness through our knowledge of Him.
— 2 Peter 1:3

Hey, guys! Have you ever built anything? Building a model plane or
birdhouse takes special plans. The Bible is full of God’s building plans
for telling you how to make good things in your heart and life.

What would you build if you could use the best tools available?

Casey Conner’s dad was a furniture builder. The Conners had a wood
shop in a separate garage near their home. Casey loved working with
his dad in the shop. Mostly, he loved trying out the many tools his dad
stored above a giant workbench. Mr. Conner taught Casey how to use the
tools. Mr. Conner was the expert builder, and Casey was his trainee. Mr.
Conner made sure he had the best tools for building wood furniture. His
shop had pieces of wood, hammers, nails, a table saw, measuring tape,
screwdrivers, pliers, an apron, sandpaper and even eye safety glasses.

God is your expert builder and you are His trainee. Like Mr. Conner,
God keeps tools on hand, too. He gives you the best tools for building
your heart and life the correct way. His tools include His Word, faith,
love, prayer, serving, the Holy Spirit and others.

A verse from God’s work plans—the Bible—says, “His divine power
has given us everything we need for life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3).
That means through God’s powerful tools you have everything you need
to live correctly. Work with God—the expert builder—as Casey worked
with his dad.

How are God’s tools used?

Prayer

Dear God, I want You to be my expert builder and I will be Your trainee.
Teach me to use Your tools to live life the right way. Help me to love
You more and work with You each day. Amen.
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Draw real hanging tools on the workbench below. Ask God in prayer to
give you His tools to live life correctly.
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God’s armor protects me.

Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.

Put on the full armor of God.
— Ephesians 6:10-11

It may sound funny, but a good carpenter actually wears his tools
every day. He fills each spot on his tool belt with the tools he will need
for his work. The belt also serves as an apron to protect his clothes as he
works.

When you get dressed each morning, you probably don’t fasten on a
tool belt, but you do put on your clothes. God also wants you to put on
another kind of special clothing called “the armor of God.” These clothes
help you fight against doing wrong things. God’s clothes include a belt
of truth and a breastplate of righteousness. They also include a helmet of
salvation, a shield of faith and a sword of the Spirit, which is the Bible.

How do you wear these clothes from God? When you tell the truth, it
is like you have a belt around you. Being kind to others is like wearing a
breastplate over your chest. Knowing God causes you to want your feet
to go places, telling others about Jesus. God’s sandals of peace protect
your feet when you go out to share that Good News. Believing Jesus is
like holding a shield up in front of you. Wearing the helmet of salva-
tion reminds you that Jesus died for you. Knowing God’s Word is like
carrying a sword!

The Bible says, “Be strong in God.” That’s what you do when you
put on God’s clothes—you stand strong against evil. Wearing God’s armor
will keep you close to God.

Why is it good to be strong for God?

Prayer

Lord God, keep me close to You. Help me to put on the whole armor of
God to protect me from evil. Teach me to be strong in You and stand
strong for You. Amen.
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Trace the pieces of armor on the boy below. Say each part as you trace.




16 GOTTA HAVE GOD 2

God wants me to trust in Him.

Faith is being sure of what we hope for

and certain of what we do not see.
— Hebrews 11:1

When builders make a house, they use wood to create a frame. This
frame goes up first, then everything else is added in around it. Without
the frame, the house would fall down. The stronger the frame is, the lon-
ger the house will last.

Just like that frame supports the house, your faith in God is the
frame for your life as Christian. When you have faith in God, you trust
and believe that Jesus died for you. If your faith frame is strong, your
Christian life will last and grow. But if your faith frame is weak, you
could turn from God and your life will be like a house with a bad frame—
it will fall down when bad things happen.

Have you ever mailed a card or letter? When you do, you drop the
envelope in the mailbox, right? Then you trust the mail carrier to pick up
the mail and deliver it. That’s faith! True faith lets the card fall from your
hand and into the mailbox. If you didn’t have faith, you would hold on to
a corner of the card instead of mailing it. But that card wouldn’t do anyone
any good if it was never mailed!

This is the way it is with true faith in Jesus. You believe that Jesus
died for your sins and then you place your life into His hands. Now you
can be dropped into heaven’s mailbox trusting God to be the mail carrier.
You put your life into His hands.

Build your wood frame of trust in God. Then you can learn how to
live your life the right way.

How is faith like framing a house?

Prayer

Dear God, I want to put myself in Your hands and give my life to You.
Thank You, God, for loving me enough to send Jesus to die for me.
Amen.
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Write your name on the card and drop yourself into heaven’s mailbox.
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God wants me to know His love through the cross.

Live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us.
— Ephesians 5:2

Aaron carried a small bucket of nails as he and his dad repaired the
backyard fence. Dad held out his hand to Aaron each time he needed
another nail.

“Fixing this fence is a labor of love,” said Dad as he pounded another
nail. “The nails hold the boards as an act of love.”

“What do you mean?” asked Aaron.

Dad drove another nail into a board. ““Your mom asked me to repair
this fence for her. She invited some ladies in the neighborhood who don’t
know Jesus to come over for coffee on our patio. She was afraid the
fence could fall and hurt someone. So by fixing the fence, we are helping
your mom share Jesus with others. And that’s an act of love.”

Aaron and Dad were showing love, but in the Bible you can find
an even more important story about wood and nails. Jesus loved you so
much that He was willing to be nailed to a wooden cross. God loved you
so much that He allowed Jesus to be nailed to a cross. The nails used on
the cross were a sign of love, just as the nails in Aaron’s fence showed
love from his dad to his mom.

God allowed His own Son to be nailed to pieces of wood so you
can be free from sin. God nailed your sin to the cross. God wants you to
know His love when you think of the nails. Nails mean love to God and
to Jesus.

What does God want you to remember when you think of nails?

Prayer

Dear God, thank You for nailing my sins to the cross. Thank You for lov-
ing me and sending Your Son to die on a wooden cross. Jesus, teach me to
love You back. Amen.
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Think of some areas of your life that need to be nailed to the cross with
Jesus. Write those sins inside the Sin Bucket and ask God to forgive you.
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