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%;?égg Introduction

Do you enjoy seeing gardens with beautiful flowers and
healthg vegetables? If you have ever helped care for a garden you
know that it takes a lot of work to make it beautiful. The soil needs to be
prepared and the seeds or plants put in the ground. Rain and sunshine
make the plants sprout and grow. Weeds need to be chopped out.
Sometimes you have to rid the garden of bugs and other critters. But
once everything is growing and looking great, you can relax and enjoy
the wonderful smells, sights and tastes of your garden.

Devotions with God are like growing a garden. First you must
plan what to plant. Then you have to gather everything you
% need. Finally, you should calm your mind so you can hear what
God has to say to you, which sometimes means getting rid of the
“bugs” in your life at the time, such as TV or the Internet or whatever
it is. The neat thing about spending time with God is you can enjoy the
sunshine of His love and the rain of His blessings your whole life!

This book is filled with fun stories and activities to help you grow
closer to God. You will read about people who may remind you of those
in your own life-maybe even you! You'll see that with God’s

help you can face any situation.

You can read the devotionals in this book whenever
you want and in whatever order you like. Each one has a
topic and a Scripture. Try to memorize it! Then there is a story and
some questions to answer. After your prayer, take a look at the activity.
The projects and puzzles will help you act on what you’ve just learned.
At the back of the book you will find answers to the puzzles (not that
you’ll need them!).

So get readg fo grow in Cod’s garden. It’s the quietest, most
beautiful place you can ever imagine. It’s a place where you will never

stop growing!
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| can worship God by acknowledging His holiness.
Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.

~ 1 Chronicles 16:29
Like the Cherubim

Celine Taylor pointed to the picture of the cherubim in the Bible dictionary.
“We were talking about these in Sunday school,” she told her mother. “Do you
think they look like this for real, Mama?”

Mis. Taylor shrugged. “Honey, no one knows exactly what those angels looked
like. The artist just had to draw something. What made you look that up anyway?”

Celine shrugged as she tugged on one of her braids. “We were talking about
the story in Isaiah where he saw God in the temple. I was just wondering what
cherubim looked like. Why do you think God would make something that can’t
look at Him?” She pointed to the wings covering the face of the cherubim.

Mrs. Taylor shrugged again. “Maybe they remind us that God is holy. When
we worship Him, we think about who God is. He’s above sin. His holiness
inspires our worship.”

Celine put her hands over her eyes.

“What are you doing?” her mother asked.

“I'm trying to imagine myself like the cherubim in front of God.” She suddenly
felt her mother’s hand on her shoulder.

“Now that’s the way to be worshipful!” her mother said.

Your Turn

Celine’s mother mentioned that God is holy. What does that mean to you?

How does knowing that God is holy help you to worship Him?

Prayer
Lord God, You are holy. Remind me to worship You. Amen.

12
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Worship Your Way ipg'll

Worship isn’t just something adults do. You can do it too. You can be like the psalm
writers. Use the space below to write your words of praise to God for His holiness.
Use words or pictures.

13
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Worship isn't just an action; it's also an attitude.
[ rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

~ Psalm 122:1
Attitude Is Everybhing

“Well, 'm glad that’s over with,” Leslie Harrington said, followed by a grin at
her friend Jalise. She was surprised that Jalise did not immediately agree with her.
They usually complained about church as they waited for their parents to pick them
up after youth church. “Hello? Did you hear me?”

“I heard you.” Jalise seemed quieter that day.

“What's with you?”

Jalise blushed. “I...um...kinda liked the service today.”

Leslie stared at her. “Are you kidding me?”

“No...I just...like coming to church these days. It’s like my dad said: ‘Attitude
is everything.” I, uh, asked God to help me want to worship Him.”

Leslie didn’t know what to say. She wanted to call Jalise a traitor, but she knew
that wasn’t right. As they waited in silence, Leslie thought about something her
mother once said to her: “People who love God are glad to worship Him.” She
flipped a blond strand behind her ear as she cast a glance at Jalise. Jalise really looked
glad. Three weeks ago she had acted as if she had to be dragged to church, kicking
and screaming. Now...

Hmmpbh, Leslie thought, frowning. I can’t help it if I don’t want to go to church
sometimes.

Your Turn

Why is a person’s attitude important in worship?

What do you think it takes to have a worshipful atticude?

Prayer
Lord, help me to have a worshipful attitude. Amen.

14
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% Who's Worshipful?

Worshiping God doesn’t always involve praise. It involves an attitude of the heart.
Look up the Scripture for each person below. How worshipful is she or he? Shade
in each “attitude meter” to rate where each person falls. Shading seven to 10 squares
means a person is worshipful. One to three squares means the person is not really
ready. Four to six squares means you're not sure. Then shade in an “attitude meter”
for yourself!

Jezebel
1 Kings 18:4; 19:2

Not Ready I’'m Not Sure Ready for Worship

David
2 Samuel 7:18

Not Ready I’'m Not Sure Ready for Worship

Diotrephes
3 John 1:1-3, 1:9

Not Ready I’m Not Sure Ready for Worship
You
. r ¢ ¢ [ [ [ |
Not Ready I’m Not Sure Ready for Worship

15
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God never changes.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

. ~ Hebrews 13:8
Chameleon Kid

Brooke was upset by the way her friend Vanika behaved. She decided to discuss
it with her older sister, Diane. “I never know how Vanika is going to act or what
she is going to say,” Brooke began. “When she’s with the church group, she seems
honest and sincere. But when she’s around the kids at school, she makes fun of God
and going to church. Why do you think she acts that way?”

“Vanika is a real chameleon kid,” Diane answered.

Brooke looked confused. “Huh?”

“Time for a short biology lesson, little sis. A chameleon is a lizard that can
change color according to its surroundings. It may be green, yellow or white one
minute, and the next minute it may be brown or black. The temperature, light and
lizard’s feeling control these changes.

“Sometimes people are like chameleons,” she continued. “They might say what
people want to hear, or they laugh at things that really aren’t funny just because
everyone else is laughing.”

“Oops. I think I might have some chameleon in me, too,” Brooke said.

Diane nodded her head. “We're all a little ‘lizardly’ at times. But fortunately for
us, God is never a chameleon. He doesn’t love us one day and hate us the next. No
matter what we do, God is consistent and doesn’t change the way He feels about
us. God always loves us and forgives us.”

Your Turn

Think of some situations where you might behave like a chameleon. How
can you change your behavior and stand up for what you believe?

Why is it important that God is always consistent?

Prayer

Lord, thank You for never changing how You feel about me. Help me be
consistent in what I do and not act like a chameleon. Amen.

16
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Consistent or Chameleon?

To be consistent means to act and speak the same way all the time—no matter what
the situation may be. A consistent Christian always tries to act in a God-pleasing
manner. How do you rate yourself? Are you a consistent Christian or are you part
chameleon kid? Put a check in the box that tells how you act most of the time.

Consistent So-so Kid Chameleon
Christian

When I'm with church friends

When 'm with my family

When I'm with my school friends

When I’'m with someone who

is making fun of God

When I'm with someone who
is being mean to another kid

When I'm with strangers

When I'm alone

When I'm in a dangerous or
scary situation

When I'm with someone who

doesn’t know about God

Most of the time

17
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My actions need to go along with what | believe.

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
~ Psalm 51:10

Creal Expectations

“This is impossible—totally out-of-the-question impossible,” declared Kelly as
she slammed shut her Bible study guide. “I'd have to be Jesus Himself to do this!”

“Whoa! Slow down, girl!” said her father. “What has you so stirred up?”

Kelly reopened her book and read Deuteronomy 8:1, “Be careful to obey all
the commands I am giving you today.” We're supposed to explain how we are going
to do that. Like I said—it’s 1mp0551ble

Mr. Bingham nodded. “You're right. We are sinners so we can’t obey all of
God’s commandments. That's why Jesus died for us, to forgive our sins. But we
need to be consistent in trying to obey, and we need to be consistent in asking Jesus
for forgiveness when we disobey.”

“Consistent—I don’t understand exactly what that means,” said Kelly.

“It means that your actions go along with what you believe. What you do
tomorrow should be like what you did today. People around you will know what
to expect of you and how you will react to certain situations.”

“I think I get it,” said Kelly. “Like I consistently get up late and have to rush to
get ready for school?”

Mr. Bingham laughed. “Yes, you could say you’re consistent in your time-
challenged morning behavior!”

Think of one consistent behavior you have. Is it good or not-so-good?

Do you think it makes a difference to others if you are consistent in your
actions and behavior? Why or why not?

Prayer

Dear God, thank You for Your consistent behavior. Help me to follow Your
example. Amen.

18
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Rainbow Cookies

Carefully following a recipe or directions makes the product turn out consistently
the same. That’s what will happen with these rainbow cookies. These cookies can
also remind you and everyone who eats them that God is consistent and always
keeps His promises.

What You Need
cookie dough (store-bought)

flour

food coloring
rolling pin
wax paper
cookie sheet

What to Do

1. Add a little flour to the dough so you can easily roll it out.
2. Divide the dough into five equal parts.

3. Add one or more different colors of food coloring to each part. For example,
if you combine red and yellow, you get orange.

4. Roll each color of dough into strips ¥4” thick. Cut the dough so each strip is
about 4” long.

5. Stack the strips on top of each other, wrap them in wax paper and put them
in the refrigerator overnight.

6. The next day, arrange the colored slices on a cookie sheet and curve them into
a rainbow shape.

/. Ask an adult to help you bake the cookies at 375 degrees for 6 to 8 minutes.

=33
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