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Introduction
Do your toddlers know that Jesus is their friend? Knowing that Jesus is our friend is our first 

step to trusting our Lord for life. After your toddlers participate in the activities in Jesus Is My Friend, 
they will know that our friend Jesus is God’s Son, loved to be in God’s house, called twelve helpers, 
made sick people well, taught us how to pray, was praised by the crowd at the Triumphal Entry, 
and died and rose again. Toddlers will learn to love and trust their special Friend.

Each of the first eight chapters includes a Bible story, memory verse and a variety of activities 
to help reinforce the truth in the lesson. An additional chapter contains miscellaneous projects that 
can be used anytime throughout the study or at the end to review the lessons. 

The most exciting aspect of Instant Bible Lessons for Toddlers, which includes Growing Up for 
God, God Blesses Me and God Takes Care of Me, is its flexibility. You can easily adapt these lessons to 
a Sunday school hour, a children’s church service, a Wednesday night Bible study or family home 
use. And because there is a variety of reproducible ideas from which to choose (see below), you 
will enjoy creating a class session that is best for your group of students, whether large or small, 
beginning or advanced, active or studious. The intriguing topics will keep your kids coming back 
for more, week after week.

As toddlers begin to trust Jesus as their friend, they will also grow to trust you, their teacher, 
as a special friend, too.

How to Use This Book
Each chapter begins with a Bible story which you may read to your class in one of two levels, 

followed by discussion questions. Following each story page is a story visual for you to make and 
use as you tell the story. Every story chapter also includes a bulletin board poster with the memory 
verse and suggestions for using the poster as an activity. All of the activities are tagged with one of 
the icons below, so you can quickly flip through the chapter and select the projects you need. Simply 
cut off the teacher instructions on the pages and duplicate!

craft teacher help bulletin board activity

puzzle song game snack

nlnnln

* *

coloring

story visual action verse
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nl

nlChapter 1

My Friend Jesus Is God’s Son
	 Memory Verse 
	 Give him the name Jesus. Luke 1:31

	 * Story to Share *
	 2’s and 3’s    ªª

One day an angel appeared to Mary. The 
angel said, “Mary, you will have a son. You 
are to give Him the name Jesus. He will be the 
Son of God.”

Mary and Joseph had to travel to 
Bethlehem. People everywhere traveled to 
their hometown to register their names. It 
was a long trip. Mary’s baby would be born any time. 

When they arrived in Bethlehem, Joseph looked for a place for them to stay. There was no 
room at the inn, so they stayed in the stable. Mary’s baby was born. She wrapped Him in cloths 
and placed Him in a manger. Mary gave the baby the name the angel told her to give Him. The 
baby was named Jesus. Jesus is God’s Son.

	 1’s and young 2’s   ª
An angel told Mary, “You will have a baby boy. His name will be Jesus. Jesus will be the 

Son of God.”
Mary and Joseph traveled a long way because they had to go to Bethlehem. In Bethlehem, 

Mary had her baby boy. There was no room in the inn, so Mary put the baby in a manger. She 
gave the baby the name the angel had told her: Jesus. Jesus is God’s Son.

		  Based on Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-7

		  Questions for Discussion
1. What did the angel tell Mary?
2. What was Mary to name the baby?
3. Who’s Son is Jesus? 
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story visual
What You Need

• duplicated page
• three pieces of 		
	 construction paper
• glue

What to Do
1.	Cut apart and glue 

each scene to a 
sheet of construction 
paper.

2.	As you tell the 
Bible story from 
page 7, hold up 
each scene as it 
corresponds to the 
part you are telling.

More Ideas
1.	Use the scenes to 

make a set of story 
cards for each child. 
Let the children hold 
the story cards while 
you retell the story. 
Encourage them to 
look at the pictures 
and tell the story.

2.	Provide dolls and 
blankets, rockers, 
baby beds or rugs. 
Encourage the 
children to rock their 
babies, put them to 
bed or talk to them. 
Say, Mary rocked 
baby Jesus. Baby 
Jesus took a nap. 
Baby Jesus was 
God’s Son.

n God’s Son n 

• Story Cards•



bulletin board

What You Need
• pattern on page 10
• construction paper 	
or card stock
• clear, self-stick 		
	 plastic
• white cloth scraps
• glue

What to Do
1. Depending on 

how you want to 
use the poster (see 
ideas below and at 
left), enlarge, reduce 
or simply copy 
page 10 to fit your 
bulletin board space.  

2. To use the poster 
as an in-class 
activity, duplicate 
the page for each 
child. Allow 
them to color the 
picture. Provide 
pieces of white 
cloth for the children 
to glue onto the 
baby as a blanket.

• Bulletin Board Poster•

n God’s Son n 
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Poster Pointer
Fasten the poster onto a bulletin board in your 
classroom. To make it stand out, mount it onto 
brightly-colored construction paper, leaving an 
edge of the construction paper showing. Color the 
poster with crayons or markers.

Give him the name Jesus.
Luke 1:31
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Give him the name Jesus.
Luke 1:31



verse/song
What You Need

• duplicated page

What to Do
1. Practice the action 

rhyme and song 
before class. 

2. Look at the children 
while you say 
the “Good News 
Rhyme” and do 
the actions. Help 
them learn the 
actions.

3. After the children 
learn the rhyme, 
teach them the 
“Good News 
Song” to the tune 
of “Mary Had a 
Little Lamb.”

4. If desired, send 
this page home 
with the children 
so their parents 
can learn the 
rhyme and song 
with them.

Toddler Tip
Young children learn 
through repetition. 
Do the rhymes and 
songs more than once 
when time allows. 
Use favorite ones 
at the end for a fun 
lesson review.

• Good News• 
Sing & Rhyme

n God’s Son n 
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Good News Rhyme
“Good news,” said the angel, “good news.”
		           cup your hands around your mouth

“You are the one God did choose.”
					     point to God

“You will have a baby Son.”
	   rock a pretend baby in your arms

“His name is Jesus. He is God’s holy One.”
			          point to God

Good News Song
Mary had a baby boy,

Baby boy,

Baby boy.

Mary had a baby boy,

And Jesus was His name.
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puzzle

What You Need
• duplicated page
• crayons

What to Do
1. Help the children 

find the animals in 
the stable.

2. Have them color 
the animals they 
find. (There are 
four.)

3. Encourage the 
children to name 
each animal they 
find. Say, Mary 
wrapped her baby 
in cloths and 
placed Him in a 
manger. His name 
was Jesus. Jesus 
was God’s Son.

n God’s Son n 

• Hidden Picture Puzzle•

Give him the name Jesus.
Luke 1:31



craft
What You Need

• duplicated page
• construction paper
• crayons
• glue
• stapler

What to Do
1. Before class, cut 

the illustration 
into quarters, so 
each child has four 
sections for the 
booklet. Cut sheets 
of construction 
paper into quarters, 
so each child will 
have four.

2. Allow the children 
to color the pictures.

3. Help the children 
glue each picture 
to a quarter-sheet 
of construction 
paper.

4. Arrange the pages 
from 1 to 4.

5. Staple at the left 
edge to make a 
book. (Cover the 
staples with tape 
to avoid injury.)

6. Hold up your 
book and read the 
phrases as you 
encourage the 
children to turn 
the pages in their 
own books.

• Baby Jesus Booklet•

n God’s Son n 
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coloring

What You Need
• duplicated page
• crayons

What to Do
1. Hold the picture so 

the children can see 
it as you read the 
story aloud.

2. Allow time for the 
children to color 
their pictures.

3. After you read 
the story, ask the 
children to share 
stories of babies 
they’ve seen. Ask, 
Did you love the 
baby? Do you love 
the baby Jesus?

n God’s Son n 

Amy smoothed out her new, pink dress. Aunt Janet and Uncle Jim were 
coming today. They were bringing their new baby for all of the family to see.

“They’re here!” Amy’s mommy said.
Amy hurried to the door. Aunt Janet was carrying a bundle wrapped in 

a soft blue blanket. The blanket made a noise! Amy jumped.
Aunt Janet laughed and leaned over to Amy. “Can you see in the 

blanket?” she asked.
Amy pulled down a piece of the soft, blue blanket. There was a tiny, 

little baby inside.
“His name is James,” Uncle Jimmy said.
Amy went into the kitchen. She took a picture from the front of the 

refrigerator and brought it to show Aunt Janet and Uncle Jimmy. 
“Here is a picture of baby Jesus I colored in Sunday school,” she said
“Yes,” Aunt Janet said. “Jesus was once a little baby just like baby James.”
“I love baby James,” Amy said. “And I love baby Jesus.”

• A New Baby•



craft
What You Need

• duplicated page
• tape
• yarn
• crayons

What to Do
1. Duplicate and cut 

out both star shapes 
for each child.

2. Help the children 
match the star 
shapes and tape 
them together with 
the printed sides 
facing out.

3. Tape a loop of 
yarn to the top 
point of the star.

4. Read the memory 
verse on one side 
of the star to the 
children.

5. Say, After Jesus 
was born, God 
sent angels to tell 
others the Good 
News!

• Shepherds and•
Angel Ornament

n God’s Son n 
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Give him the name Jesus.
Luke 1:31
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