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1

When the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot.
—Genesis 19:15

ERE these personages angels, or divine appearances? It matters not:
they were messengers sent from God to save. In any case they teach
us how to deal with men if we are to arouse and bless them. We
: must go to their homes (“They turned in unto Lot,” verse 3); they
stated the case (“The Lord will destroy this city;” verse 14); they urged and per-
suaded (“Up, get you out of this place”); and they resorted to a loving violence
(“The men laid hold upon his hand,” verse 16). Picture the two angels with all
their four hands occupied in leading out Lot and his wife and his two daughters.

I. THE RIGHTEOUS NEED TO BE HASTENED.

1. In what? In matters of obedience to their Lord. Few can say, “I made haste
and delayed not to keep thy commandments.”

+ In coming out from the world. “He lingered.” “His wife looked back”
(verse 26). The urgency of the command which says, “Come ye out
from among them; be ye separate,” shows how loath we are to “rise up
and come away.’

« In seeking the good of their families. “Hast thou here any besides?”
(verse 12).

« In general quickness of movement in spiritual things. “Escape for thy
life” (verse 17). “Haste thee” (verse 22).

2. Why? The flesh is weak. Lot was an old man, too much tinctured with
worldliness, and he was away from Abraham, the nobler spirit, who had
helped to keep him right.

+ Perseverance is difficult. “I cannot escape to the mountain.”

+ Sodom has a sluggish influence. We often traverse the “Enchanted
ground,” where sleep seizes on the traveler.

+ When our worldly occupation is incessant, and takes up most of our
thoughts, we are hindered from decision.

- Idle leisure is still worse. Men with nothing to do in the world seldom
do anything in religion.

3. By what means? By reminding them of their obligations, their opportu-
nities, and the days already wasted.

+ By leading them to consider the flight of time and brevity of life.

+ By warning them of the sure ruin of their impenitent friends.

* By setting before them the fact that delay in duty is sin, and leads to
other sins.
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Il. THE SINNERS NEED TO BE HASTENED.
1. Sinners are very slow and apt to linger.

+ They have settled down in the Sodom of sin. Like the sluggard, they
desire “a little more folding of the arms to sleep.”

+ They are bound by many ties to the City of Destruction.

+ They do not believe our warning. “He seemed as one that mocked
unto his sons-in-law” (verse 14).

+ They trifle with our message when they dare not contradict it.

+ Delay is Satan’s grand device for their ruin.

+ Procrastination baffles our persuasions. Delays act like bales of wool
dropped over the wall of a besieged city to deaden the blows of a bat-
tering ram. Felix quieted his conscience by the idea of “a more conve-
nient season.”

2. Our business is to hasten them.

+ We must be in earnest ourselves, as these angels were.

+ We must also be patient, and repeat our pleadings.

+ We must be resolute, and lay hold on their hands.

3. We have many arguments with which to hasten them.

May the Holy Spirit make them see:

* Their imminent danger while lingering.

+ The sin of loitering when God commands them to escape for their lives.

+ The fitness of the present above any possible future.

+ The uncertainty that any available future will come”

+ The supreme necessity of immediate decision with some; for it may be
“now or never” with them: they will “die in their sins” if they do not
hear the voice of God today.

Illustrative Odds and Ends

A Christian tradesman bethought him that he had never spoken to a cer-
tain regular customer about his soul, though the man had called at his shop for
years. He determined to plead earnestly with him the next time he came in his
way. There was no next time: his customer died suddenly, so that he saw him
no more.

When a young man made an open profession of the gospel, his father great-
ly offended, gave him this advice: “James, you should first get yourself estab-
lished in a good trade, and then think of the matter of religion.” “Father;” said
the son, “Jesus Christ advises me differently; he says, ‘Seek ye first the kingdom
of God.”

Earnestly may we urge men to seek a present salvation since even the
voluptuary pleads against delay in such words as these:
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O, gather roses while they blow,
To-morrow’s not to-day;

Let not one moment vainly flow,
Time fleeth fast away.

Much of the beauty of obedience lies in its being rendered at once, and
without question. God’s will is done in heaven immediately, because love is per-
fect there. That child is disobedient who is slow in obeying.

“Brother;” said a dying man, “why have you not been more pressing with me
about my soul?” “Dear James,” replied the brother, “I have spoken to you several
times.” “Yes,” was the answer, “you are not to blame; but you were always so quiet
over it; I wish you had gone on your knees to me, or had taken me by the neck
and shaken me, for I have been careless, and have nearly slept myself into hell.”

The poor needle-woman with her inch of candle has work to finish. See
how her fingers fly, for she fears lest she should be left in darkness, and her
work undone.

Some Christians are slow to obey a command because it has not been laid
home to their hearts with power. Fancy a child saying this to a father, or a soldier
to his officer! Something else would soon be laid home with power.

Do not some professors cause sinners to loiter by their own loitering? A
man taking a seat at the Tabernacle came to the minister and said, “Sir, do I
understand that if I become a seat-holder I shall be expected to be converted?”
“Yes,” was the reply, “I hope you will, and I pray that it may be so. Do you
object?” The answer was, “O Sir, I desire it above everything.” Was not the man
hastened by the general feeling of hopefulness which pervaded the Church?
Assuredly there is much in the atmosphere which surrounds a man. Among
warm-hearted Christians it is hard for the careless to remain indifferent.

2

As a prince hast thou power with God.
—Genesis 32:28

owkR with God is a sublime attainment: it leads to the possession
of every form of power. No wonder that it is added, “and with
men.” When Jacob had prevailed with God he had no reason to

S 5| fear Esau. Observe that it is the power of a single individual, exhib-
ited in a time of deep distress: how much more power will be found where two
or three agree in prayer! Let us note:
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I. WHAT THIS POWER CANNOT BE.

Cannot be physical force. “Hast thou an arm like God?” (Job 40:9).

+ Cannot be mental energy. “Declare if thou hast understanding” (Job 38:4).

Cannot be magical. Some seem to fancy that prayers are charms, but this
is idle. “He maketh diviners mad”(Isa. 44:15). “Use not vain repetitions,
as the heathen do” (Matt. 6:7).

Cannot be meritorious. “Is it gain to him that thou makest thy ways per-
fect?” (Job 22:3).“If thou be righteous, what givest thou him?” (Job 35:7).
Cannot be independent. It must be given by the Lord. “Will he plead
against me with his great power? No; but he would put strength in me”
(Job 23:6).

II. WHENCE THIS POWER PROCEEDS.

1. It arises from the Lord’s nature: his goodness and tenderness are excited

by the sight of our sorrow and weakness. A soldier about to kill a child
put aside his weapon when the little one cried out, “Don’t kill me, I am
so little.”

. It comes out of God’s promise. In his covenant, in the gospel, and in the

Word, the Lord puts himself under bonds to those who know how to
plead his truth and faithfulness.” Put me in remembrance; let us plead
together” (Isa. 43:26).

. It springs out of the relationships of grace. A father will surely hear his

own children. A friend will be true to his friend. Story of the power of a
child in Athens who ruled his mother and through her his father who
was the chief magistrate, and so controlled the whole city; love thus
made a babe to have power over a prince and his people. The love of God
to us is our power with him.

. It grows out of the Lord’s previous acts. His election of his people is a

power with him since he is unchanging in his purposes. Redemption,
regeneration, calling, communion, are all arguments for our final preser-
vation, for mercy will not forsake that which wisdom has commenced.
Each blessing draws on another like links of a chain. Past mercies are the
best of pleas for present and future aid.

Ill. HOW CAN IT BE EXERCISED.

1. There must be a deep sense of weakness, “When I am weak then am I

strong” (2 Cor. 12:10).

2. There must be simple faith in the goodness of the Lord. “He that

believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also” (John 14:12). Faith
is the prevailing grace:
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It treads on the world, and on hell;
It vanquishes death and despair:
And, what is still stranger to tell,
It overcomes heaven by prayer.

3. There must be earnest obedience to his will. “If any man doeth his will,
him he heareth” (John 9:31).

4. There must be fixed resolve. “I will not let thee go, except thou bless me”
(verse 26).

5. With this must be blended importunity. “There wrestled a man with him
until the breaking of the day” (verse 24).

6. The whole heart must be poured out. “Yea he wept and made supplica-
tion” (Hos. 12:4).

7. Increased weakness must not make us cease. Jacob was lame yet he pre-
vailed. “The lame take the prey” (Isa. 33:23).

IV. TO WHAT USE THIS POWER MAY BE TURNED.
1. For ourselves.

+ For our own deliverance from special trial.

* Our honorable preferment. “Thy name shall be called Israel.”

+ Our future comfort, strength, and growth, when, like Jacob, we are
called to successive trials.

2. For others.

+ Jacob’s wives and children were preserved, and Esau’s heart was soft-
ened. If we had more power with God we should have a happier influ-
ence among our relatives.

« In other instances, Abraham, Job, Moses, Samuel, Paul, etc., exercised
power with God for the good of others.

* We shall win souls for Jesus by this power. He that has power with God
for men will have power with men for God.

O for a holy ambition to possess power with God!

If we have it, let us not lose it, but exercise it continually.

How terrible to have no power with God, but to be fighting against him
with our puny arm!

Notes for Brightening
Jacob, though a man, a single man, a traveling man, a tired man, yea, though
aworm, that is easily crushed and trodden under foot, and no man (Isa.41:14),
yet in private prayer he is so potent, that he overcomes the Omnipotent God; he
is so mighty, that he overcomes the Almighty. —Thomas Brooks
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A stern father has been conquered by a tear in the eye of his daughter. An
unwilling heart has relented and bestowed an alms at the sight of the dis-
appointment caused by a refusal. Sorrow constrains to pity. When importunity
takes the hand of grief, and the two go together to the gate of mercy, it opens of
its own accord. Sincerity, earnestness, perseverance, confidence, and expectan-
cy are all potent instruments of power with God.

How often have I seen a little child throw its arms around its father’s neck,
and win, by kisses and importunities and tears, what had else been refused.
Who has not yielded to importunity, even when a dumb animal looked up in
our face with suppliant eyes for food? Is God less pitiful than we? —Dr. Guthrie

It were easy here to expatiate into a large history of the great exploits which
prayer is renowned for in Holy Writ. This is the key that has opened and again
shut heaven. It hath vanquished mighty armies, and unlocked such secrets as
passed the skill of the very Devil himself to find out. It hath strangled desperate
plots in the very womb wherein they were conceived; and made those engines of
cruelty prepared against the saints recoil upon the inventors of them; so that
they have inherited the gallows which they did set up for others. At the knock of
prayer prison-doors have opened, the grave hath delivered up its dead; and the
sea’s leviathan, not able to digest his prey, hath been made to vomit it up again. It
hath stopped the sun’s chariot in the heavens, yea, made it to go back. And that
which surpasseth all, it hath taken hold of the Almighty, when on his full march
against persons and people, and hath put him to a merciful retreat. — W. Gurnall

In a certain town, says the Rev. Mr. Finney, there had been no revival for
many years; the church was nearly run out, the youth were all unconverted, and
desolation reigned unbroken. There lived in a retired part of the town an aged
man, a blacksmith by trade, and of so stammering a tongue that it was painful
to hear him speak. On one Friday, as he was at work in his shop alone, his mind
became greatly exercised about the state of the church, and of the impenitent.
His agony became so great, that he was induced to lay aside his work, lock the
shop door, and spend the afternoon in prayer. He prevailed, and on the Sabbath
called in the minister and desired him to appoint a conference meeting. After
some hesitation, the minister consented, observing, however, that he feared but
few would attend. He appointed it the same evening, at a large private house.
When evening came, more assembled than could be accommodated in the
house. All were silent for a time, until one sinner broke out in tears, and said, if
anyone could pray, he begged him to pray for him. Another followed, and anoth-
er, and still another, until it was found that persons from every quarter of the
town were under deep convictions. And what was remarkable, was that they all
dated their conviction at the hour when the old man was praying in his shop. A
powerful revival followed. Then this old stammering man prevailed, and as a
prince, had power with God.
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He blessed him there.
—Genesis 32:29

HE main thing is to get a blessing. The angel did not gratify Jacob’s
curiosity when he asked his name; but he did bless him. May the
same be the case with us at this time; even as it was with the disci-
ples when they asked, “Wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom
to Israel?” and the Lord replied, “It is not for you to know the times and the sea-
sons, but ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you.”
We need not know the future, but we do need power for the present.

I. WHAT WAS JACOB’S BLESSING IN THAT PLACE? “He blessed him.”

1. He was saved from a great peril. Esau’s attack. “For I fear him, lest he will
come and smite me, and the mother with the children” (verse 11).

2. He was forgiven a great wrong. His supplanting of Esau was condoned by
his brother.

3. He was able to feel that a great breach was healed. “Esau ran to meet him,
and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him; and they wept”
(Gen. 33:4).

4. He had won a new name and rank (verse 28). He was knighted on the
spot, made a prince on the field.

5. He was now under a fresh anointing: he was a superior man ever after.
“The angel redeemed him from all evil” (Gen. 48:16).

II. WHAT WAS THE PLACE? “He blessed him there.”

1. A place of great trial (verses 6 and 7).

2. A place of humble confession. “I am not worthy of the least of all the
mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast showed to thy servant”
(verse 10).

3. A place of pleading(verses 1 and 12). “There wrestled a man with him
until the breaking of the day” (verse 24).

4. A place of communion. “T have seen God face to face” (verse 30).

5. A place of conscious weakness. “As he passed over Penuel, the sun rose
upon him, and he halted upon his thigh.”

All this is full of instruction to us, for we read in Hosea 12:4, “Yea, he had

power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him:
he found him in Beth-el, and there he spake with us.”
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lll. ARE THERE OTHER SUCH PLACES?

1. Before the earth was created the Lord blessed his chosen people in Christ
Jesus (Eph. 1:3-4).
See also Matt. 25:34. “Come, ye blessed of my Father,” etc.

2. At the cross, the tomb, and the throne of Jesus. “In thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed” (Gen. 22:18).

3.In the heavenly places. “And made us sit together heavenly places in
Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6).

4. At conversion. “From this day will I bless you.”“Blessed is the man whose
transgression is forgiven,” etc. (Ps. 32:1-2).

5. In times of stripping, humbling, chastening, pleading, etc. “Blessed is the
man that endureth temptation,” etc. (James. 1:12).

6. In times of prompt obedience. “Blessed is the man whose delight is in the
law of the Lord,” etc., (Ps. 1). “In keeping of them there is great reward.”

7. At the ordinances (Acts 8:39; Luke 24:30-31).

IV. IS THIS SUCH A PLACE?

Yes, if you are:

+ Willing to give up sin.

+ Willing to have Jesus for your all in all.

+ Willing to resign yourself to the Father’s will.

+ Willing to serve God in his own way.

Go not away without a saving blessing. Believe for it. Wrestle for it. Only the
Lord can give it, look to him alone for the blessing. What are means of grace
unless the Lord blesses them, and blesses you in the use of them?

Remarks and Incidents

This blessing wherewith Christ here blessed Jacob was a divine blessing
containing all other blessings within its bowels. It was that blessing of the throne
which comprehended in it the blessings of the foot-stool. Jacob had got already a
great store of foot-stool mercies—much wealth, wives, and children, etc. These
worldly blessings would not (and indeed could not) content him: he tugs hard
still, and must have some better mercy than these, even the throne mercy, to wit,
peace with God; well knowing that this would bring peace with his brother, and
all other good things; as Job saith, “Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at
peace: thereby good shall come unto thee” (Job 22:21). He knew that his power
to prevail with Emmanuel himself would fill him with power to prevail with
Esau. —Christopher Ness

It was with a young man a day of seeking, and he entered a little sanctuary
and heard a sermon from “Look unto me and be ye saved” He obeyed the
Lord’s command, and he blessed him there. Soon after he made a profession of his
faith before many witnesses, declaring his consecration to the Lord, and he
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blessed him there. Anon he began to labor for the Lord in little rooms, among a
few people, and he blessed him there. His opportunities enlarged, and by faith he
ventured upon daring things for the Lord’s sake, and he blessed him there. A
household grew about him, and together with his loving wife he tried to train
his children in the fear of the Lord, and he blessed him there. Then came sharp and
frequent trial, and he was in pain and anguish, but the Lord blessed him there. This
is that man’s experience all along, from the day of his conversion to this hour:
up hill and down dale his path has been a varied one, but for every part of his
pilgrimage he can praise the Lord, for “he blessed him there”

I have here, said Mr. Fuller, two religious characters, who were intimately
acquainted in early life. Providence favored one of them with a tide of prosperi-
ty. The other, fearing for his friend, lest his heart should be overcharged with the
cares of this life and the deceitfulness of riches, one day asked him whether he did
not find prosperity a snare to him. He paused and answered, “I am not conscious
that I do, for I enjoy God in all things.” Some years afterwards his affairs took
another turn; he lost, if not the whole, yet the far greater part of what he had once
gained, and by this disaster was greatly reduced. His old friend being one day in
his company, renewed his question, whether he did not find what had lately
befallen him to be too much for him. Again he paused and answered, “I am not
conscious that I do, for now I enjoy all things in God.” This was truly a life of faith.
To him it was as true as to Jacob. “He blessed him there.”—Arvine’s Anecdotes

4

Esau said, I have enough. Jacob said, I have enough.
—Genesis 33:9,11

T is as rare as it is pleasing to meet with a man who has enough;
the great majority are craving for more. Here we see two persons
who were content. It is true they were both wealthy men, but these
are often more greedy than the poor. To increase the wonder, we
have here not only two men, but two brothers, and two brothers of dissimilar
disposition, each saying “I have enough.” Where shall we find two brothers like
them? Surely their father’s blessing was upon these contented twins. They were
great wonders.

I. HERE IS AN UNGODLY MAN WHO HAS ENOUGH.
Because Esau has other faults, there is no necessity that he should be dis-
contented and grasping: contentment is a moral excellence as much as a
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spiritual grace. Unconverted men are sometimes contented with their lot
in this life.
1. It is not always or often so: they are mostly a dissatisfied company,
2. It is sometimes so; as in the case of Esau.
* This may arise from a want of energy.
+ Or from a naturally easy disposition, readily pleased.
+ Or from utter recklessness which only considers present pleasure.
3 It has some good points about it
* As preventing greed and the oppression which comes of it.
+ As often promoting a good-natured liberality, and the disposition to
“live and let live”
4. Yet it has its evil side.
+ It leads men to boast of their wealth or acquirements who would not
do so if they were craving for more.
+ It tends to breed a contempt for spiritual riches.
+ It may thus be a sign of having one’s portion in this life.

Il. HERE IS A GODLY MAN WHO HAS ENOUGH.

1. It is a pity that this is not true of every Christian man. Some appear to be
eager after the world though they profess to be separated from it This
creates care, fretfulness, envy of heart and leanness of soul.

2. It is delightful to have enough. Contentment surpasses riches

3. It is pleasant to have somewhat to spare for the poor; and this should be
the aim of our labor: the apostle says, “Let him labor, working with his
hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that
needeth” (Eph. 4:28).

4. It is blessed to have all this through our God. Jacob said, “God hath dealt
graciously with me, and I have enough.”

5. It is best of all to have all things. In the margin we read that Jacob said, “I
have all things.” “All things are yours” (1 Cor. 3:22).

+ All that the believer needs is promised in the Covenant.
+ All things in providence work together for his good.
+ In having God for his portion he has more than all.

Thus he has enough of strength and grace. Enough in Christ, in the Word,
and in the Spirit Enough in God’s love, power and faithfulness, and an immea-
surable supply in God himself, whose name is “God All-sufficient.”

The child of God should be ashamed of discontent, since even a common
sinner may be free from it.

He should be heartily satisfied; for he has all things, and what more can he
desire? “O rest in the Lord” (Ps. 37:7).
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Illustrations

A poor Christian woman, who was breaking her fast upon a crust and a cup
of water, exclaimed, “What! All this and Christ too!”

A Puritan preacher asking a blessing on a herring and potatoes, said, “Lord,
we thank thee that thou hast ransacked sea and land to find food for thy children.”

“The great cry with everybody is, ‘Get on! get on!” just as if the world were
traveling post. How astonished these people will be, if they arrive in heaven, to
find the angels, who are much wiser than they, laying no schemes to be made
archangels!” —Maxims for Meditation.

“Is not the bee as well contented with feeding on the dew, or sucking from
a flower, as the ox that grazeth on the mountains? Contentment lies within a
man, in the heart; and the way to be comfortable is not by having our barrels
filled, but our minds quieted. The contented man (saith Seneca) is the happy
man ... discontent robs a man of the power to enjoy what he possesses. A drop
or two of vinegar will sour a whole glass of wine. —T. Watson.

As a typical instance of the contentment of some unregenerate persons,
note the following: “A captain of a whale-ship told one of the wretched natives
of Greenland that he sincerely pitied the miserable life to which he was con-
demned. ‘Miserable!” exclaimed the savage. ‘I have always had a fish-bone
through my nose, and plenty of train-oil to drink: what more could I desire?””

5

And he said unto him, my Lord knoweth that the children are ten-
der, and the flocks and herds with young are with me: and if men
should overdrive them one day, all the flock will die.

—Genesis 33:13

Acos could have kept pace with Esau had he been alone, but not
with so many children and flocks He did not expect Esau to trav-
el at the slow rate which he was obliged to maintain, and therefore
he desired to separate. Jacob, however, stated his reason plainly,
and his brother felt the weight of it: if we must go different ways, let us cause our
motive to be known, so that we may not be thought unkind. Matthew Henry
says,“If friends cannot fall in with each other, they should see to it that they do
not fall out” Jacob parted from his reconciled brother for the sake of his little
ones, who were very dear to him.
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I. LET US VIEW JACOB AS AN EXAMPLE TO US.

He displayed a tender consideration for the young and feeble; let us do the
same. Let us consider:

1. How we may overdrive?

Puzzling them with deep and controversial points of doctrine, and
condemning them because they are not quite correct in their opin-
ions. “Them that are weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful
disputations” (Rom. 14:1).

Setting up a standard of experience, and frowning at them because
they have not felt all the sorrows or ecstasies which we have known.

* Requiring a high degree of faith, courage, patience, and other graces

which in their case can only be tender buds.

+ Preaching nothing but the severer truths, or constantly urging to duty

by terrible threatenings while withholding the promises and the con-
solatory parts of the word.

Manifesting austerity of manner, suspicion, harshness, censoriousness
of spirit, and contempt for weaker brethren.

Fault-finding and never commending. “Fathers, provoke not your
children to anger, lest they be discouraged” (Col. 3:21).

Dwelling always upon the trials, temptations, and woes of believers,
and saying little about their joys and privileges.

+ In these and many other ways professed teachers show that they have

need to go to school to Jacob to learn the shepherd’s trade, and imitate
his tender thoughtfulness.

2. Why we should not overdrive the lambs.

Common humanity forbids.
Our own experience when we were young should teach us better.

+ We may again become weak, and need great forbearance.

We love them too well to be hard with them.

Jesus thinks so much of them that we cannot worry them.

The Holy Spirit dwells in them, and we must be gentle towards the
faintest beginning of his work.

We should be doing Satan’s work if we did overburden them.

We should thus prove ourselves to have little wisdom and less grace. If
we kill the lambs now, where shall we get our sheep from next year?

+ We dare not bear the responsibility of offending these little ones, for

terrible woes are pronounced on those who do them wrong.

We remember how tender Jesus is: and this brings us to our second point.
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Il. LET US VIEW JACOB AS A PICTURE OF OUR LORD JESUS.

See his portrait in Isaiah 40:11: “He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he
shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall
gently lead those that are with young.”

1. The weak have a special place in his love.

2. He will not have it that any of them should die

3. Therefore he never overdrives one of them.

4. But he suits his pace to their feebleness, “I will lead on softly” (Gen. 33:14).

“I have many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now””

+ Has he not thus been very tender to us? “Thy gentleness hath made me
great” (Ps. 18:35).

* Letus not fret and worry as though he were an exactor. We are not dri-
ven by Jehu, but led by Jesus. Let us rest in his love. At the same time
let us not be slower than need be.

+ Towards others let us be tenderness itself, for we are to love our neigh-
bor as ourselves.

Helpful Paragraphs

The Lord chooses under-shepherds for his flock among men subject to
weakness and infirmity, that they may have a fellow-feeling for the feeble. Lelah
Merill, in his “East of the Jordan,” describes the movement of an Arab tribe, and
says, “The flocks of sheep and goats were mostly driven by small children.
Sometimes there were flocks of lambsand kids driven by children not much
older relatively than the lambs and kids themselves. Some of the men had in
their arms two, three, four, or a whole armful of kids and lambs that were too
young to walk; and among some cooking utensils there was a large saucepan,
and in it was a pair of small kids that were too young for the journey.”

When a candle is newly lighted and needs to be moved, it must be carried
at a slow pace or it will be extinguished. A fire which is almost expiring may be
revived by a gentle breath, but it will be blown out if the bellows are plied at
their full force. You can drown a little plant by watering it too much, and destroy
a lovely flower by exposing it to too much sun.

Nothing is so strong as gentleness: nothing so gentle as real strength.
—Frances de Sales

Dr. Johnson declared that want of tenderness is want of parts, and that it is
a proof of stupidity as well as of depravity.

At the Stockwell Orphanage the usual rule of walking is little boys first. In
this way the younger children cannot be overdriven or left behind, and more-
over all the boys can see before them, whereas by the usual practice of putting
the tall fellows first the view in front is shut out from all but the few who lead
the way. Let the church have great care for the weaker brethren, and shape
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