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Introduction

If you’re picking up this book, chances are you’ve read 
Revelation or have heard about its interesting cast of 
characters—including powerful angels, frightening 
beasts, and an evil dragon. 

This dramatic symbolism has probably left you 
scratching your head, wondering What does it all mean? 
It’s true that Revelation uses graphic visions to reveal 
God’s hidden plans for the future, but how to understand 
these visions is something that Christians have not 
always agreed on.

Book of Revelation Made Easy uses helpful summaries 
and charts to explain the basics of Revelation, the 
various ways Christians have understood its message, 
and the themes that Christians have agreed on. 

The world events described in Revelation are 
breathtaking, exciting, and frightening—all at the same 
time. What do these earthshaking scenarios mean for us 
today—and for Christians throughout history? Will good 
ultimately triumph over evil?



6

These are valid questions that deserve a hearing. Read 
on to discover the true meaning of Revelation and gain a 
rich understanding of what it’s all about!

Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words 
of this prophecy, and blessed are those who 

hear it and take to heart what is written in it, 
because the time is near. 

REVELATION 1:3 
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The Who, What, Where, When, 
and Why of Revelation

What is the book of Revelation?
Revelation stands out as one of the most unique books in 
the New Testament because it is written as apocalyptic 
literature. In this type of biblical writing, God’s hidden 
plans are revealed through visions, symbols, and 
images. Many times in the past and present, the book of 
Revelation has been used to understand the signs of the 
end times. 

First and foremost, Revelation is about Jesus Christ. 
Over and over, Jesus stands at the center of John’s 
visions. Jesus is the slaughtered, crucified Lamb who 
saved mankind from sin and death, and he is also the 
conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah. It is he who 
breaks the Seven Seals (Revelation 5–8). It is he who 
takes his stand on Mount Zion (14:1) and he who 
embraces his people as his beloved bride (19:7). In the 
end, Jesus is the victorious King of kings, the Lord of 
lords, and the light who illuminates his people’s lives 
forevermore (17:14; 21:23; 22:3). 
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Who wrote Revelation?
Though John is identified as the writer of Revelation 
in the very first verse, what is written is “the revelation 
from Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:1). Revelation and the gospel 
of John share some common elements, suggesting that 
the same person wrote both books. But Revelation’s 
Greek writing style is different from John’s other 
writings, leading some scholars to think that a different 
John wrote Revelation. However, the belief that the 
apostle John wrote Revelation has a long tradition in 
church history, stated as early as the second century by 
church fathers Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, and others. 

John wrote Revelation on the Greek island of Patmos in 
the Aegean Sea. The Roman officials at that time were 
persecuting Christians because they feared the message 

WHAT IS “APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE”?

Apocalyptic writings in the Bible reveal God’s hidden plans 
through visions, symbols, and images. The word apocalypse 
comes from a Greek word meaning “unveiling” or “uncovering.” 
It is this word in Revelation 1:1 that is translated in most English 
Bibles as revelation. In biblical times, apocalyptic writings often 
came out of periods of intense suffering and persecution. These 
writings included messages of judgment and hope for a coming 
restoration. The book of Ezekiel, many of Daniel’s prophecies, 
and the book of Revelation are apocalyptic.
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THE WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, AND WHY OF REVELATION

of Christ would interfere with the worship of their pagan 
gods. John was sent into exile on the island of Patmos 
because he would not back down from sharing “the word 
of God and the testimony of Jesus” (Rev. 1:9). 

When was Revelation written?
Some scholars believe that Revelation 11 predicts the 
destruction of the Jerusalem temple, meaning the book 
was written before ad 70, when the Romans destroyed 
the temple. But most scholars think that Revelation was 
written in the ad 90s because the cities of the seven 
churches and the issues that come up in Revelation fit 
more with the last decade of the first century, when 
Christians faced persecution under Emperor Domitian.

Who was Revelation written to?
The primary audience is seven churches in seven cities 
in the Roman province of Asia Minor: Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. 
The wider audience for the book is all of God’s people 
who hear the words of Revelation (Rev. 22:18, 21). It is 
especially for Christians who are facing persecution, 
giving them hope and assurance that:

1.	Christ offers them hope and strength in the midst of 
their current hardship.

2.	In the future, God will destroy the powers that are 
causing their suffering.
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