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WELCOME TO YOUR FILAMENT-ENABLED BIBLE!

This Bible works with the Filament Bible app, which uses your phone
or tablet to enhance this Bible with even more powerful study and
devotional content.

WHY USE THE FILAMENT BIBLE APP?

The Filament Bible app illuminates and amplifies this Bible. By simply
scanning Filament-enabled page numbers, it instantly delivers helpful,
in-depth content centered on the passage you are reading. Study notes,
devotionals, videos, profiles, interactive maps, and more enable you to
get the most out of your time in God's Word.

HOW TO GET STARTED WITH FILAMENT:

@ Grab your device, and open the App Store or Google Play.
@ Search for “Filament Bible,” and install the app.

@ Follow the prompts to learn how it works, and enjoy exploring!

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT FILAMENT, GO TO
FILAMENTBIBLES.COM
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A Note to Readers

The Holy Bible, New Living Translation, was first published in 1996. It quickly
became one of the most popular Bible translations in the English-speaking
world. While the NLT's influence was rapidly growing, the Bible Translation
Committee determined that an additional investment in scholarly review and
text refinement could make it even better. So shortly after its initial publica-
tion, the committee began an eight-year process with the purpose of increas-
ing the level of the NLT's precision without sacrificing its easy-to-understand
quality. This second-generation text was completed in 2004, with minor
changes subsequently introduced in 2007, 2013, and 2015.

The goal of any Bible translation is to convey the meaning and content of
the ancient Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts as accurately as possible to
contemporary readers. The challenge for our translators was to create a text
that would communicate as clearly and powerfully to today’s readers as the
original texts did to readers and listeners in the ancient biblical world. The
resulting translation is easy to read and understand, while also accurately
communicating the meaning and content of the original biblical texts. The
NLT is a general-purpose text especially good for study, devotional reading,
and reading aloud in worship services.

We believe that the New Living Translation—which combines the latest
biblical scholarship with a clear, dynamic writing style—will communicate
God's word powerfully to all who read it. We publish it with the prayer that
God will use it to speak his timeless truth to the church and the world in a
fresh, new way.

The Publishers

A fullintroduction to the NLT can be found at tyndale.com/nlt/process.
A complete list of the translators can be found at tyndale.com/nlt/scholars.
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How to Use the

Student Life Application Study Bible

The Bible is a book for readers of all ages and life situations. This edition of the Bible comes
with some extra content—features designed especially to help you get the most out of your
reading. The Bible, which is God’'s Word to us, can certainly be read on its own, but we can all
gain from some explanations of the Bible's original historical context, since it was different
from our world today, and we can all use help seeing connections between different passages
so that we understand the message of the Bible as a whole.
When reading, you'll see that the Bible text is in a larger font and has the most space on the
page because it's more important than anything else. All the features included in this Bible fit
around the Bible text and point back to it.

A Chronology
of Bible Events

& World Events

Noah builds
Creation the ark
undated undated

1
2500BC
Egyptians
discover
papyrus and
ink for writing
and build the
first libraries;
iron objects
manufactured
in the ancient
Midadle East
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THE TIMELINE on the following pages gives a visual overview
of events in biblical times as compared to other famous world
events. This timeline gives the scope of biblical history from
Creation to the resurrection of Christ and the beginnings of
the church along with key events that were occurring in other
parts of the world. The individual books of the Bible also con-
tain timelines, focusing on what was occurring in and around

the writing and events of each book.

1 1 1
2400BC 2300BC
Egyptians Horses domesticated
import gold in Egypt; chickens
from other domesticated in
parts of Babylon; bows &
Africa arrows used in wars

2331BC

Semitic chieftain,
Sargon, conquers
Sumer to become
first “world
conqueror”

Abraham

Abraham enters
born Canaan

2166 BC 2091BC
1 1

21OOBC/

Glass made by the
Mesopotamians;
ziggurats (like the
tower of Babel) built
in Mesopotamia;
earliest discovered
drug, ethyl alcohol,
used to alleviate pain



BOOK INTRODUCTIONS

Just before each book of the Bible, you'll find a summary that lays out
some basic facts about the book and key things to look for while read-
ing. It can be helpful to read this before diving into a particular book,
and you can also bookmark it as a reference, so that if you encounter
averse or passage that's particularly confusing, you can go back and
remember the big picture.

The book introductions are divided into several parts:

) Number. The big number in the top left identifies each book in
order. There are 66 books in the Bible, so these numbers run from
1 through 66.

~—_/

) Overview. This is a summary of the book, showing how it fits into the
story of the Bible as a whole and highlighting some key topics that
come up in the book. At the end of this section are some questions to

— think about while reading to help you dive deeper into the book.

Jacob Joseph
Isaac born flees to sold into
2066 BC Haran slavery
1929BC 1898 BC
Joseph

Jacob born Joseph rules

GlE 1915BC Egyot — Joseph dies o

born 1885BC  1805BC born

2006 BC l 7 1526 BC

1 1l 1 1
1 1 1 1

2000BC 1900BC 1700BC
Native Americans Egyptians use Egyptian papyrus
immigrate to North irrigation systems LY BC, document 15 OO,BC
America from to control Nile Babylonian describes medical Sundials used
northern Asia; stock  floods; spoked mathematicians  anq syrgical in Egypt;
breeding and wheel invented already procedures Mexican Sun
irrigation used in in the ancient BTN @l Pyramid buitt
China; Stonehenge, Middle East; Z" d square i 20
England, a center for  horses used to lammurabi
religious worship, pull vehicles of Ba_by 4 on
is erected; bellows provides first of
used in India, all legal codes
allowing for
higher furnace
temperatures
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The exodus
from Egypt
1446 BC

Ten
Commandments
given

1445BC

Hebrews
enter
Canaan
1406 BC

1 1 1

1400BC

First period
of Chinese
literature;
intricate clock
used in Egypt

1380BC
Palace of Knossos

Category. On the left-hand side of the overview paragraphs, there are sever-
al colored dots and a category name identifying the section of the Bible that
the book is part of. The dots show how many books are in that particular
category, and the darker dots show where each book fits into the category.
For example, the book of Genesis is the first of the Books of Moses, so only
one out of five dots is darkened.

Different colors are used in the design of each category, so you can
quickly tell when a category changes. For example, orange is the main color
for the books of Israel's History Joshua through Esther), and green is the
main color for the books of Poetry & Wisdom (Job through Song of Songs).

Timeline. Across the bottom of most of the book introductions, a timeline
shows the major events related to that book and the dates they occurred.

It also places each book in the context of other biblical events happening
around the same time. You can refer back to the general timeline below

("A Chronology of Bible Events and World Events”) to see the big picture of
how all these pieces fit together. Some of the dates on these timelines are
estimates based on the best research we have available, and they are meant
to be more of a general guide than a firm position on historical debates.
Certain books don't have a timeline because they're not really based on or
closely connected to historical events (Proverbs, for example).

Samson
becomes
Israel’s
Jjudge
1075BC

David
becomes
Israel’s king
1010BC
Judges
begin

to rule
Israel
1375BC

Saul
becomes
Israel’s first

Gideon
becomes
Israel’s

Deborah

becomes

Israel’s Samuel

judge judge born king

1209BC  1162BC 1105BC 1050 BC
1 1 1 1 1

1
1358 BC
Egyptian king
Tutankhamen dies
and is buried inside
an immense,
treasure-laden
tomb

1 1
1183BC
Destruction
of Troy during
Trojan War

1200BC
Labor strike
in Thebes;
first Chinese
dictionary

1
1250BC
Silk fabrics
manufactured
in China

on island of Crete
destroyed by
earthquake
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Stats. This is a list of basic facts about the book so you can quickly see
the information you need to know.

-/

\ AtaGlance. This provides a general outline of the book that shows its
overall structure and how its parts fit together. A brief summary de-
scribes what each section is about.

N/

—

Key Points. This section gives the main themes of the book and explains
their significance both within the book and for us today.

Map. Most books have a map identifying the key places found in the
book and clarifying the book’s setting within a geographical frame-

\ work. Some books don't have one of these maps because the geographi-
cal setting isn't mentioned or isn't important for our understanding of
the book (Ecclesiastes, for example).

Solomon f)lrlf)‘:),;)esies Gl Slr’;z‘ralesies

becon’ms in Israel becon]es in Israel

Israel’s . . Israel’s

King Temple in Kingdom 875BC King 848BC Jonah

970BC Jerusalem of Israel 874 BC Joash becomes becomes

708 completed  divides Judanh’s king a prophet
959BC 930BC 835BC 793BC
1 1 1 [ ] 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1000BC 950BC 900BC /' / 776 BC
City of Peking built; Gold vessels Celts invade 814BC 800BC First
Greek mythology and jewelry Britain; Founding of Development  known
fully developed; popular in Assyrians 850BC Cartha g 5 of caste system  date of
California Native northern invent : Phoen ,%. a’ i in India; Olympic
Americans build Europe inflatable Evidence Hoser s Babylonian Games
wood-reed houses; skins for of highly 9P and Chinese
Chinese mathematicians soldiersto ~ developed astronomers understand
utilize root multiplication, cross rivers ~ Metal and planetary movements;
geometry, proportions, stone spoked wheels used in
and theory of motion; ._sctz;;t_ur €s Europe; Homer writes
In Africa

glazing of bricks and tiles
begins in Middle East

lliad and Odyssey; ice
skating a popular sport
in northern Europe
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NOTES

Below the Bible text, a colored section runs across the bottom of most
pages. The notes in this section relate to particular verses or passages of
the Bible text on that page or nearby. These notes are designed to help
you understand the culture, history, and background of the Bible as well
as why the verse or passage is important for us today. You can check out
the notes alongside your reading of the Bible or look for notes on a par-
ticular topic by searching in the Master Index (starting on page 1601).

BIG STORY NOTES

From time to time, you'll come across a note with a different colored
background in the section at the bottom of the page. These notes ask
questions to help you connect with the Bible personally and put the les-
sons of the Bible into practice. Each one has a small icon to the left, be-
side the note reference, and corresponds to a small circle behind a verse
number somewhere on that page. Each of the icons belongs to one of the
30 turning points in The Bible’s Big Story (for more on this feature, see
page 1653), and the end of the note directs you to the next passage con-
nected to that turning point. You can either follow these notes from one
passage to the next or turn to the map of all the icons in the back of the
Bible to see how, together, these turning points tell the Bible's Big Story.

Israel invaded by
Tiglath-pileser Ill

of Assyria Hezekiah Assyrian
743BC  Isaiah becomes capital of
becomes Judah's king ; Nineveh
a prophet 715 BC Josiah destroyed
740 BC becomes 612BC
Jerusalem Judah’s king Judah
Israel besieged by 640BC Daniel (southern
Hosea (northern Sennacherib Jeremiah taken kingdom)
becomes kingdom) of Assyria becomes captive to  falls to
a prophet falls 701BC a prophet Babylon  Babylon
753BC 722BC / 627BC 605BC  586BC
1 1 11 1 1 1 11 1
11 1 1 1 1
AN 700BC 660BC |\ 600BC
750 BC Ifalse teeth Japan ; 648 BC Templeof
Earliest music :'Zvlet’;fd g;tse,lfggg Horse racing first ’ggfgz b_utg nlg
notation written held at 33rd
in ancient Greece; Olympic Games of the Seven
; ! Wonders of the
Celts introduce Ancient World
plow to Britain 650 BC
Soldering
753BC of iron
Traditional date invented
for founding of
city of Rome
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King

Nebuchadnezzar
of Babylon dies
562BC

560BC
Aesop
writes his
fables

563 BC
Gautama

Buddha, the

founder of
Budahism,
born in
India

551BC
Confucius,
famous
Chinese
scholar,
born

VISUAL NOTES

Some notes come with pictures or illustrations to help visualize what
apassage is talking about. A complete list of the visual notes is on

page 1651.

BIG QUESTIONS

Scattered throughout this Bible are features in a column on the side
of the page that highlight important questions related to Christian
beliefs and what it means to live as a Christian. These are located near
passages that either inspire these kinds of questions or are key to an-
swering them. A complete list of the Big Questions is on page 1643.

Babylon First Jewish
overthrown  exiles

by Cyrus return to
of Persia Jerusalem

539BC 538BC

\
ii

1 1
534BC

550BC Zﬁgf;é’s
King Cyrus as a form
the Great of Greek
conquers the e
Medes and
founds the
Persian Empire;
lock & Key, 540BC
water level, Horseback

and carpenter's ~ postal
square invented  service
in Persian

Empire

New Temple
completed in
Jerusalem
515BC

1

1 1
520BC 509BC
Public Rome
libraries becomes
open in a republic
Athens,

Greece

525BC
Polo

a sport
among
Persians

Esther
becomes
queen of
Persia
479BC

\
i

1 1
490BC
First time Greek
men choose short
haircuts

500BC

Glass first imported into
China from Middle East;
Indian surgeon Sushruta
performs cataract
operation; origin of
Halloween, a Celtic
festival
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PERSONALITY PROFILES

This Bible includes profiles of many biblical figures, helping you get to
know the people whose names come up a lot. Each profile is written
in the form of an interview, highlighting key parts of a person'’s story
and imagining what they would say if they could speak to us directly.
The profiles also offer some basic facts about the person, showing at a
glance what we most need to know, a key verse or two about their life,
and a few other biblical passages that tell their story. Sometimes people
show up in the Bible to give us a positive example, and sometimes they
help us see what not to do, but mostly these people show us what God
is like and how he reaches out to humans like us. A complete list of the
personality profiles is on page 1649.

MAPS

There are lots of maps located throughout this Bible to represent the plac-
es Scripture talks about. Many individual books of the Bible have a map at
the beginning, right after the introduction, to give geographical context
for that book as a whole. There are also maps embedded in the notes sec-
tion to show connections between events or clarify what a particular pas-
sage is talking about. A complete list of the maps is on page 1647.

Nehemiah
builds Malachi Aramaic begins
Ezra arrives Jerusalem becomes to replace Hebrew
in Jerusalem wall a prophet as Jewish language
458 BC 445BC 430BC 390BC
1 1 1 1
1 11 1 1 1 1 1 1
469BC N AN \ S~ 399BC 384BC /
Sogrates, 257 BC 448BC 438 BC 430BC Socrates Aristotle
D?Itl,?sopher Agéden The roek Romans agree gor:jdelg]ned born 370BC
oncient | inAtens, PIENON ey g 0 COn DO enian i
world. Greece, uiton 1 pyiias EeaElLy iur p
4 - of Athens in times Jury his most
born begins — acropolis amgg?;oo . Ofmilitary famous
460BC high statue Sy ?{ggﬁ’bE ¢
Birth of Democritus, of Zeus—
who introduced an one of the
atomic theory by arguing Seven
that all bodies are made Wonders of
of indivisible and the Ancient
unchangeable atoms World
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330BC
Alexander
the Great
defeats the
Medo-
Persian
Empire

CHARTS AND INFOGRAPHICS

This Bible also includes lots of charts, diagrams, and infographics.

Each of these provides a visual summary of a topic that spans a pas-
sage or the whole Bible. These can help break down an idea or show
how important a certain theme is. They can also help explain the con-
nection between verses or clarify something that might otherwise be
overlooked, like the relationships between people on a family tree, for
example. A complete list of the charts and infographics is on page 1645.

WHERE TO FIND IT

In case you want to read a particular story or passage in the Bible but
can't remember where it is, the feature starting on page 1597 lists some
of the Bible passages that have become popular stories or are frequent-
ly mentioned in sermons.

Antiochus IV Judas Maccabeus
desecrates begins a revolt against
the Temple Antiochus IV

167BC 165BC

e

11 1 1 n 11
241BC  215BC _—— e /
312BC Romans ~ GreatWall 139BC  102BC 55BC
Romans conquer  of China Jewsand  First Chinese Romans  >1BC
build first Sicily and - built astrologers  ships reach conquer ~ Cleopatra
paved road, aaa their banished  east coast Englana ~ Pecomes
the Appian first from Rome  of India; and make 'astinde-
Way, from non-ltalian pall it part of pendent
Rome to territory to bearings Roman Egyptian
Capua the Roman usedin  100BC  Empire ruler of the
Empire Danish ~ Julius  until ancient
255BC cart Caesar, AD 442 World
Hebrew Old Testament wheels  first
translated into Greek and emperor
called the Septuagint of Rome,
born
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MASTER INDEX

To find help related to a particular topic, you can look in the Master
Index (page 1601). This index is organized around words or phrases
that might come up in conversations with friends or while reading
the Bible. It's designed to quickly connect you to notes, charts, maps,
profiles, or Big Question articles that can shed light on these topics.
The topics are arranged alphabetically to help you find them easily.

THE BIBLE'S BIG STORY

This feature shows the big picture of the Bible. You can use it to
discover how the parts of the Bible fit together to tell one complete
story—the story of God's relationship with people. It can also help
you understand what this amazing story means for your life.

Jesus crucified;

pomage s e
Great begins a Roman 4
remode/i%g province; John .the ‘ Pentecost;
Temple in Herod  jagys visits B‘_a‘pt/s_t _begms early cl?urch
Jerusalem the Temple his m'/n/st'ry,' beginnings )
Herod the Great 20BC Great ¢4 boy Ponths Pilate AD30 Paul’s )
made king of dies AD6/7 appointed  joc ¢ pegins conversion on
Judea by the .| Jesus aBC GOVernor e ministry Damascus
Romans Mary, Jesus Christ Paul born \_ AD 26 AD 26/27 road
37BC mother, born born AD 5 (7) AD 35
25(?)BC 6/5BC \
1 1 11
1 1 1 1 1 1
46BC 30BC \ / AD7
Julius Caesar Cleopatra 23BC AD1 Zealots in AD 14
becomes and her Sumo Sadadles Judea rebel B
dictator for lover, Marc ~ wrestling in first used against Rome g’:;r; [;;Stilgcsitejss
life, then is Antony, Japan in Europe a5 Roman emperor
assassinated both die by
two years suicide
later
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The Bible's Big Story is organized around 30 turning points—
key moments in the story of God and people—each represented by
a differenticon (see the feature starting on page 1653). You can
explore the 30 turning points by looking up the verses listed or by
hunting for the icons that show up next to the Big Story notes spread

throughout the Bible.

There are also questions associated with the turning points that
are designed to help you think through the significance of each of
these pieces of God's story. These are great questions to discuss with
a friend or a small group or to journal about. The final question for
each turning point offers an invitation to respond in some way, either
through a creative project or by doing something practical.

If you don't know where to start reading the Bible, this feature can
give you a road map. Otherwise, just turn the page and dive in!

Paurs ~ Paul
Paul begins voyage %Ztg; the
his first to Rome | - tters
missionary AD59 AD60 Paul mar )U” ed 960 Jews
journey AD67(? commit mass
Herod ~ ADa4g  Paul writes Romans  Suicide at .
Agrippa Romans; Paul ey s posen Masada while T
appointed imprisoned SU%V  under Roman ofin Writes
Kgler in Caesarea from prison Jerusalem o Revelation
Judea AD 57 ADGZ AD W pen AD 95
AD41 \
1 1 1
1 1 1 1
/ AD50 \ \
AD43 Romans AD79
ot begin AD54 AD66 AD 74 AD 75 Mount Vesuvius
. : using Empe(or - China  pome begins in ltaly erupts,
ounded soap  Claudius Painting opens silk 2 il s eae
first definite . on canvas ... construction g 30,
o —— poisoned l_)y trade with of famous people and
% order of his AD 64 the West Col burying cities
diamonds . olosseum L
wife; Nero Fiea latitiiG of Pompeii and
AD 68
becomes Gl Herculaneum
emperor R Romans destroy a Jewish
[ — religious commune at
Christians for Qumran; before the Qumran
setting it community is captured, they hide

their library of Bible manuscripts
in a cave by the Dead Sea
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The word of God

is alive and powerful. It is sharper
than the sharpest two-edged sword,
cutting between soul and spirit,
between joint and marrow.

It exposes our innermost

thoughts and desires.

Hebrews 4:12
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Genesis

THE BIBLE TELLS the story of the world. It's an epic narrative with everything
we want in a good story: memorable characters, terrible disasters, dramatic rescues,
unexpected heroes, surprising twists, and a satisfying ending. The Bible also includes
beautiful songs, wise sayings, and promises of things to come. Through all this, it shows us
God—theall-powerful Creator and King over everything—who wants to be in relationship
with us, his creation, and is willing to pay the ultimate price to fix what's broken.

When you hear a story, it's best to hear it from the very beginning. The same principle

®  applies to reading the Bible. Genesis is the book of beginnings. In it we see the creation of
the universe, the way the world became broken, the beginning of God's rescue plan, and
the birth of the people of Israel.

In Genesis we also see God start to introduce himself. Unlike everything else, God
didn't have a beginning. He has always existed. Genesis 1 and 2 showcase his creativity
and power, while Genesis 3 reveals his perfect goodness and his response when things go
wrong.Through the up-and-down saga of the firsthumans and their descendants, the rest
of the book shows us God's incredible love for his people even when they do what's wrong.

Asyou read Genesis, what other beginnings do you see? How do they enlarge your view
of God?

Timeline
( ] o o [} [ }

(undated) (undated) 2166 BC 2091 BC 2066 BC
Creation Noah Abram is born Abram moves  Isaac is born
to Canaan
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At a Glance

A. THESTORY OF CREATION  God created light and separated day from night.
(1:1-2:4) He created the sky, seas, andland. He created
the plants, animals, fish, and birds. And he
created human beingsin his own image.
B. THESTORY OF ADAM When Adam and Eve were created by God, Stats
(2:4-5:32) they were withoutsin. But they became sinful
when they disobeyed God. Through Adam and
Eve welearn about how sin entered the world. . .
To give an account of God's
C. THESTORY OF NOAH The Flood wiped out the wickedness on earth, creation of the world and his
(6:1-11:32) butNoah was spared because he obeyed God desire to restore this creation
by building alarge boat. God promised to spare [T L A
life on earth, no matter how bad things get.
D. THESTORY OF ABRAHAM  God called Abraham toleave his home and
(12:1-25:18) move to anew place. God promised that he Moses
would save the world by building a great nation
from Abraham'’s descendants, even though
Abraham didn'tyet have any sons. Abraham’s The people of Israel
faith made him the father of the family of God’s
people on earth.
E. THESTORY OF ISAAC Abraham's family grew through his son Isaac, 1450-1410 BC
(25:19-28:9) who had two sons of his own: Jacob and Esau.
F.  THESTORY OF JACOB Despite the fact that Jacob's life was filled with

(28:10-36:43)

The region currently known

trickery and struggle, God was faithful to his
promise and grew Abraham’s family through
Jacob and his twelve sons.

as the Middle East

G. THESTORY OF JOSEPH
(37:1-50:26)

Joseph was sold into slavery by his jealous
brothers and unjustly thrown into prison by his
master. Later, Joseph saved his family, and all
of Abraham'’s descendants moved to Egypt to
escape a famine.

Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham,
Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob,
Joseph

Key Points

THEME EXPLANATION

Beginnings Genesis introduces God as the creator of all that exists, from planets to plants to people.
Allpeople were created in God's own image and were meant to live in his presence.

Disobedience When people choose to go their own way instead of obeying God, that is called sin, and it
separates them from God. Adam and Eve learned this the hard way. Only God can restore
whatis broken when we sin.

Covenants God has promised to protect and provide for his people. Throughout the Bible, he makes

specific promises known as covenants, which are binding agreements that form permanent
relationships between two sides. God has made covenants with his people as guarantees of
what they can expect from him and what he expects from themin return.

2006 BC
Jacob & Esau are born

1929 BC
Jacob flees

1915BC
Joseph is born

1898 BC 1885 BC
Josephis sold  Joseph begins
into slavery ruling Egypt

1805 BC
Joseph
dies

to Haran
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1 GARDEN OF EDEN + When God created Adam and Eve,
he placed them in the Garden of Eden. The Bible doesn't
tell us exactly where Eden was located, except for a few
clues that are hard to decipher in Genesis 2:10-14.

2 MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT + Noah's boat came to rest on
the mountains of Ararat (Genesis 8:4), located in modern-
day Turkey. From here his sons and their descendants
spread out to build new nations.

3 BABEL - The tower of Babel was builtin the fertile area be-
tween the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, located in modern-
day Iraq (Genesis 11:8-9).

4 UR OF THE CHALDEANS - Abram, a descendant of Shem
and the father of the Hebrew nation, was born in this great
city (Genesis 11:27-28).

5 HARAN - Terah, Abram, Sarai, and Lot left Ur and, follow-
ing the Fertile Crescent, the area around the Euphrates
River, headed toward the land of Canaan. Along the way,
they settled in the village of Haran for a while (Genesis
11:31).

6 SHECHEM - God urged Abram to leave Haran and go to
a place where he would become the father of a great na-
tion (Genesis 12:1-2). So Abram, Sarai, and Lot traveled to
the land of Canaan and settled near a city called Shechem
(Genesis 12:5-6).

The Account of Creation

MOUNTAINS

o OF ARARAT

Caspian
Sea

IRAN

Persian

Gulf
0 150 mi

0 150 km

7 HEBRON - Abram moved on to Hebron, where he put
down his deepest roots (Genesis 13:18). Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob all lived and were buried here.

8 BEERSHEBA - The well at Beersheba was a source of con-
flict between Abraham and King Abimelech and later
became a sign of the oath that they swore here (Genesis
21:31). Years later, as Isaac was moving from place to
place, God appeared to him here and passed on to him the
covenant he had made with his father, Abraham (Genesis
26:23-25).

9 BETHEL - Afterdeceiving his brother, Jacob left Beersheba
and fled to Haran. Along the way, God revealed himself
to Jacob in a dream at Bethel and passed on to him the
covenant he had made with Abraham and Isaac (Genesis
28:10-22). Jacob lived in Haran, worked for Laban, and
married Leah and Rachel (Genesis 29:1-30). After a tense
meeting with his brother, Esau, Jacob returned to Bethel
(Genesis 35:1-3).

10 EGYPT - Jacob had twelve sons, including Joseph, who
was his favorite. Joseph's ten older brothers grew jealous,
until one day they sold him to Ishmaelite traders going
to Egypt. Eventually, Joseph rose from being an Egyptian
slave to being Pharaoh’s right-hand man and saving Egypt
from famine. His entire family moved from Canaan to
Egypt and settled here (Genesis 46:3-7).

empty, and darkness covered the deep waters.

In the beginning God created the heavens And the Spirit of God was hovering over the sur-
and the earth.* 2The earth was formlessand face of the waters.

1:1 0r In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, ... Or When God began to create the heavens and the earth, . ..

1:1-2:4 How does your view of the world around you

change when you think about how God personally made
everything? See Leviticus 25:1-7 for the next passage about Creation.
See page 1653 for The Bible’s Big Story.

1:1-31 Creator God The Creation story teaches us that God
made everything there is. It shows us that God is creative
and that, as the Creator, he is distinct from his creation. He is
eternal and in control of the world. The Bible doesn’t explain
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3Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light. 4And God saw that the light was
good. Then he separated the light from the
darkness. 5God called the light “day” and the
darkness “night.”
And evening passed and morning came,
marking the first day.

6Then God said, “Let there be a space between
the waters, to separate the waters of the
heavens from the waters of the earth.” 7And
that is what happened. God made this space
to separate the waters of the earth from the
waters of the heavens. 8God called the space
“sky."

And evening passed and morning came,

marking the second day.

9Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the sky
flow together into one place, so dry ground
may appear.” And that is what happened.
0God called the dry ground “land” and the
waters “seas.” And God saw that it was good.
""Then God said, “Let the land sprout with
vegetation—every sort of seed-bearing
plant, and trees that grow seed-bearing
fruit. These seeds will then produce the
kinds of plants and trees from which they
came.” And that is what happened. 2The
land produced vegetation—all sorts of
seed-bearing plants, and trees with seed-
bearing fruit. Their seeds produced plants
and trees of the same kind. And God saw
that it was good.

3And evening passed and morning came,

marking the third day.

4Then God said, “Let lights appear in the sky to
separate the day from the night. Let them be
signs to mark the seasons, days, and years.

5 GENESIS 1

5Let these lights in the sky shine down
on the earth.” And that is what happened.
6God made two great lights—the larger
one to govern the day, and the smaller one
to govern the night. He also made the stars.
7God set these lights in the sky to light the
earth, 8to govern the day and night, and to
separate the light from the darkness. And
God saw that it was good.

9And evening passed and morning came,
marking the fourth day.

20Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with
fish and other life. Let the skies be filled with
birds of every kind.” 2'So God created great
sea creatures and every living thing that
scurries and swarms in the water, and every
sort of bird—each producing offspring
of the same kind. And God saw that it was
good. 2Then God blessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful and multiply. Let the fish fill the seas,
and let the birds multiply on the earth.”

BAnd evening passed and morning came,

marking the fifth day.

24Then God said, “Let the earth produce every
sort of animal, each producing offspring of
the same kind—Tlivestock, small animals
that scurry along the ground, and wild
animals.” And that is what happened. 2God
made all sorts of wild animals, livestock,
and small animals, each able to produce
offspring of the same kind. And God saw
that it was good.

%Then God said, “Let us make human
beings* in our image, to be like us. They will
reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the
sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the
earth,* and the small animals that scurry
along the ground.”

1:26a Or man; Hebrew reads adam. 1:26b As in Syriac version; Hebrew reads all the earth.

exactly how God made the world, but it does show us one su-
preme, powerful God creating the earth out of his great love
and giving people a special place in it.
1:2 The Order of Creation The statement “the earth was
formless and empty” provides the setting for the Creation
narrative that follows. During the second and third days of
Creation, God gave form to the universe; during the next
three days, he filled the earth with living things. The image
of the Spirit of God hovering over the surface of the waters
brings to mind a mother bird caring for and protecting her
young (see Deuteronomy 32:11-12; Isaiah 31:5). God's Spirit
was actively involved in the creation of the world, and God's
care and protection for the world are still active through the
Holy Spirit today.

1:26-27 How can you recognize the image of God in the

people around you today? See 1 Samuel 16:7 for the next pas-
sage about Humans. See page 1653 for The Bible’s Big Story.
1:26 God in Plural Form Why does God use the plural
form—"Let us make human beings in our image”? One
view is that this is a reference to the Trinity: God the Father,

God the Son (Jesus Christ), and God the Holy Spirit, all of
whom are one and indivisible. Another view is that the
plural wording is used to denote majesty, since kings and
queens have traditionally used the plural form when re-
ferring to themselves. Either way, it's God who created
humans in his image, and God has clearly revealed himself
to us as the Trinity throughout the whole of Scripture. From
Job 33:4, we know that God's Spirit is active when God cre-
ates. From Colossians 1:16, we know that Christ, God's Son,
was at work in Creation. (For more on the Trinity, see page
1123.)

1:26 Thelmageof God Whatdoesitmean that God chose
to make people in his image? It's not that we look like God
in a physical sense, because God is spirit (John 4:24). In-
stead, we are reflections of God's authority over creation.
He gave us the job of caring for and ruling over creation as
his representatives, and we show his character to the world
when we practice love, patience, forgiveness, kindness, and
faithfulness toward others. This is what God has created us
to do.

Human worth isn't defined by possessions, achievements,



GENESIS 2 ¢
DAY 1: LIGHT is created and separated
from darkness

DAYS OF
CREATION
DAY 2: SKY AND WATER separated

DAY 3: LAND AND SEA distinguished; VEGETATION

DAY 4: SUN, MOON, AND STARS preside over the day
and the night; to mark off seasons, days, and years

DAY 5: FISH AND BIRDS fill the waters and the sky

DAY 6: ANIMALS fill the earth; MAN AND WOMAN
care for the earth and commune with God

DAY 7: GOD RESTED and blessed the seventh day

27 S0 God created human beings* in his own
image.
In the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28Then God blessed them and said, “Be
fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and
govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the
birds in the sky, and all the animals that
scurry along the ground.”

2Then God said, “Look! I have given you
every seed-bearing plant throughout the
earth and all the fruit trees for your food.
30And I have given every green plant as food
for all the wild animals, the birds in the sky,
and the small animals that scurry along the
ground—everything that has life.” And that
is what happened.

31Then God looked over all he had made,
and he saw that it was very good!

And evening passed and morning came,
marking the sixth day.

6

So the creation of the heavens and

the earth and everything in them was
completed. 20n the seventh day God had
finished his work of creation, so he rested*
from all his work. 3And God blessed the
seventh day and declared it holy, because
it was the day when he rested from all his
work of creation.

4This is the account of the creation of the heav-
ens and the earth.

The Man and Woman in Eden
When the LorD God made the earth and the
heavens, Sneither wild plants nor grains were
growing on the earth. For the LorD God had not
yet sent rain to water the earth, and there were
no people to cultivate the soil. 6Instead, springs*
came up from the ground and watered all the
land. "Then the LorD God formed the man from
the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath
of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man be-
came a living person.

8Then the LorD God planted a garden in Eden
in the east, and there he placed the man he had
made. 'The LorD God made all sorts of trees
grow up from the ground—trees that were
beautiful and that produced delicious fruit.
In the middle of the garden he placed the tree
of life and the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil.

1A river flowed from the land of Eden, wa-
tering the garden and then dividing into four
branches. "The first branch, called the Pishon,
flowed around the entire land of Havilah, where
gold is found. 2The gold of that land is excep-
tionally pure; aromatic resin and onyx stone are

1:27 Or the man, Hebrew reads ha-adam. 2:2 Or ceased; also in 2:3. 2:6 Or mist.

@ Creation Stories

Several ancient civilizations wrote down their own
accounts of how they thought the world was created. For
example, this tablet from the 600s BC records the Enuma
Elish, a Sumerian story thatwould have been wellknown
when Genesis was written. In contrast to stories from the
surrounding cultures, Israel’s creation story shows that God
is the one, all-powerful God, not one of many gods, and
his creation of humanity was an act of love, nota matter of
convenience. God created humans to rule his creation and
have a relationship with him, notto do the hard work that
hedidn’twantto do.

attractiveness, or popularity. Instead, it's based on knowing
that God created us in his likeness. Mistreating ourselves or
other people is mistreating what God has made. Because we
are like God, we are called to treat all people with dignity and
respect. Knowing thatyou're a representative of God can em-
power you to love others as God loves them.

1:27 Men and Women God made both men and women
in his own image, neither more or less than the other. From

the beginning, the Bible describes man and woman as the
pinnacle of God's creation. Neither gender is exalted over the
other, and neither is devalued.

2:2-3 Rest God demonstrated that rest is appropriate and
right. Jesus practiced this principle when he regularly with-
drew to the wilderness to pray (see Luke 5:16). Times of rest
refresh us, help us focus on what's important, and remind us
that the world doesn't run on our efforts.
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also found there. 3The second branch, called the
Gihon, flowed around the entire land of Cush.
14The third branch, called the Tigris, flowed east
of theland of Asshur. The fourth branch s called
the Euphrates.

5The LorD God placed the man in the Garden
of Eden to tend and watch over it. 6But the LORD
God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit
of every tree in the garden—1except the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its
fruit, you are sure to die.”

8Then the LoRD God said, “It is not good for
the man to be alone. I will make a helper who
is just right for him.” ¥So the LorD God formed
from the ground all the wild animals and all the
birds of the sky. He brought them to the man*
to see what he would call them, and the man
chose a name for each one. 2He gave names to
all the livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all
the wild animals. But still there was no helper
just right for him.

2150 the LorD God caused the man to fall into
a deep sleep. While the man slept, the LorD God
took out one of the man's ribs* and closed up the
opening. 2Then the LorD God made a woman
from the rib, and he brought her to the man.

3“At last!” the man exclaimed.

“This one is bone from my bone,
and flesh from my flesh!
She will be called ‘woman,’
because she was taken from ‘man.”

24This explains why a man leaves his father
and mother and isjoined to his wife, and the two
are united into one.

Now the man and his wife were both naked,
but they felt no shame.

2:19 Or Adam, and so throughout the chapter. 2:21 Or took a part of
the man’s side.

2:15-17 Two Trees Why would God place a tree in the
Garden and then forbid Adam to eat from it? God wanted
Adam to obey him, but he gave Adam the freedom to choose
whether or not he would. Without this freedom, Adam would
have been like a puppet, and his obedience would have been
hollow. The two trees provided an exercise in choice, with
rewards for choosing to obey God and sad consequences for
choosing to disobey him. Interestingly, the tree of life again
appears in Revelation 22 in a prophecy about people enjoy-
ing eternal life with God after the consequences of sin have
been dealt with.

2:18-24 Marriage God could have made woman from the
dust of the ground, as he made man. Instead, however, he
chose to make her from the man’s flesh and bone. In so doing,
he illustrated that in marriage man and woman are symboli-
cally one flesh. Throughout the Bible, God treats this special
partnership seriously. The goal in marriage should be more
than friendship; it should be oneness. If you are planning
to get married one day, are you willing to keep the commit-
ment that makes the two of you one? What helpful habits
can you begin to develop now that will help you honor that
commitment?

How do science
and the Bible relate?

« The purpose of the Bible is to reveal to people what
God is like. Through the Bible, God explains his char-
acter and nature and shows us how we can relate
to him. The purpose of science is to understand the
world by analyzing what we can observe. Anything
unobservable is outside of what science is trying
to explain.

- Science and the Bible can seem to come into
conflict when we look for spiritual answers
from science or scientificanswersin the Bible.

- What does this mean for how we understand where
humans come from? As much as we'd like for the
Bible to tell us every little detail about how things
came to be, it doesn't—and that's because it has a
different goal. What the Bible does tell us, first and
foremost, is that human beings, like everything else
inthe universe, were created by God. Humans were
made in God's image, with a specific purpose and
intention. Scientific investigation can help us
understand what creation is like, but the Bible
tells us who was behind it all.

Unfortunately, there are ways to approach science
that make it seem like it could rule out the existence
of God. For example, sometimes people say that
something can't be real or true if it doesn't have
a scientific explanation. That belief goes against
Christianity, because it rejects God. But this isn't
what science really is. There are many faithful Chris-
tians exploring the world through science who
see no conflict with the belief that God created
the world.

The creation of the world is mysterious; it's okay
that neither the Bible nor science can tell us every-
thing there is to know about it. What's most impor-
tant is that we continue to explore. God wants us
to ask questions about this world that he created,
seeking to understand how it works.

God also wants us to keep trying to understand the
Bible in the way he intends for us to read it—as his
Word, telling us what we need to know in order to
have faith in him.

Never be afraid to ask tough questions about the
Bible or the Christian faith. But also consider how
you're asking your questions. Are they the kinds of
questions the Bible is trying to answer? Meanwhile,
do the same thing with science—ask the right
kinds of questions.

+++

+

A+
f+++
4+ +
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The Man and Woman Sin
The serpent was the shrewdest of all the
wild animals the LorD God had made. One

day he asked the woman, “Did God really say
you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees
in the garden?”

2“0f course we may eat fruit from the trees in
the garden,” the woman replied. 3“It's only the
fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden
that we are not allowed to eat. God said, 'You must
not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.”

4“You won't die!” the serpent replied to the
woman. 5“God knows that your eyes will be
opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like
God, knowing both good and evil."

6The woman was convinced. She saw that the
tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious,
and she wanted the wisdom it would give her.
So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then
she gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate it, too. ’At that moment their eyes
were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at
their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves to-
gether to cover themselves.

8When the cool evening breezes were blow-
ing, the man* and his wife heard the Lorp God
walking about in the garden. So they hid from
the LorD God among the trees. °Then the LORD
God called to the man, “Where are you?”

0He replied, “I heard you walking in the gar-
den, so I hid. I was afraid because [ was naked.”

"Who told you that you were naked?” the
LorD God asked. “Have you eaten from the tree
whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?”

2The man replied, “It was the woman you
gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it."

<e

3:8 Or Adam, and so throughout the chapter. 3:15 Or bruise; also in 3:15b.
over you.

3:1-24 What's something you've done that's hurt some-

one else? How do you think God felt about it? See Romans
3:9-23 for the next passage about the Fall. See page 1653 for The Bible’s
Big Story.
3:1-6 Temptation Becoming like God wasn't a completely
wrong desire, but Adam and Eve went about it the wrong
way, by ignoring what God had clearly told them. Satan made
Eve forget all that God had given her and, instead, focus on
what God had forbidden. He implied that God was strict,
stingy, and selfish for not wanting Eve to share his knowl-
edge of good and evil. Sometimes we have the illusion that
freedom is being able to do anything we want, whenever and
however we want to do it. But when God tells us to do things
a certain way, it's to help us lead a richer, fuller life. Like Adam
and Eve, we fall into trouble when we focus on what God for-
bids rather than on who he really is.

Being tempted isn't a sin—even Jesus was tempted! But
he didn't sin (Hebrews 4:14-15). To resist temptation, like
Jesus, we can pray for strength, remind ourselves of God's
Word, and ask for help from God's people. Sometimes we
need to run, even literally, from the things that tempt us. We
can'talways prevent temptation, but there is always a way to
escape from giving in to it (1 Corinthians 10:13). Every time

3Then the LoRD God asked the woman, “What
have you done?”

“The serpent deceived me,” she replied.
“That's why I ateit.”

4Then the LorD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, you are cursed
more than all animals, domestic and
wild.
You will crawl on your belly,
groveling in the dust as long as you live.
5 And I will cause hostility between you and
the woman,
and between your offspring and her
offspring.
He will strike* your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

6Then he said to the woman,

“Iwill sharpen the pain of your pregnancy,
and in pain you will give birth.

And you will desire to control your husband,
but he will rule over you.*"

7And to the man he said,

“Since you listened to your wife and ate
from the tree
whose fruit I commanded you not to eat,
the ground is cursed because of you.
All your life you will struggle to scratch
aliving from it.
18 Tt will grow thorns and thistles for you,
though you will eat of its grains.
19 By the sweat of your brow
will you have food to eat
until you return to the ground
from which you were made.

3:16 Or And though you will have desire for your husband, / he will rule

we resist temptation and choose to follow God, we become
more like Jesus.

3:7 Sin Creates a Barrier After Adam and Eve sinned,
their shame led them to hide from God. A guilty conscience
is a warning signal God has placed inside us to let us know
when we've done something wrong. We, like Adam and Eve,
often hide and cover up things we don't want other people,
or God, to know about. This can hurt our relationships with
other people, and we move away from God when we aren’t
honest with him about what's really going on. Shutting off
guilty feelings without dealing with what we've done would
be like taking the batteries out of a fire alarm while ignoring
the flames on the stove. Pay attention when you have guilty
feelings: Ask for God's forgiveness and then change your way
of acting. God, through Jesus Christ, has opened the way for
us to renew our relationship with him. He actively offers us his
unconditional love. Even when our natural response is to turn
away in shame, understanding that he loves us regardiess of
what we've done can help remove the barrier.

3:15 Spoiler Alert Thephraseyou will strike his heel refers
to Satan’s repeated attempts to defeat Jesus during his life on
earth. “He will strike your head” foreshadows Satan’s defeat
through Jesus' death and resurrection. A blow to the heel isn't
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For you were made from dust,
and to dust you will return.”

Paradise Lost: God's Judgment
20Then the man—Adam—named his wife Eve,
because she would be the mother of all who
live.* 2/And the LorD God made clothing from
animal skins for Adam and his wife.

2Then the LorD God said, “Look, the human
beings* have become like us, knowing both
good and evil. What if they reach out, take fruit
from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will
live forever!” 2So the LOrD God banished them
from the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out
to cultivate the ground from which he had been
made. 2#After sending them out, the LorD God
stationed mighty cherubim to the east of the
Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword
that flashed back and forth to guard the way to
the tree of life.

Cain and Abel
Now Adam* had sexual relations with his
wife, Eve, and she became pregnant. When

she gave birth to Cain, she said, “With the LorD'S
help, I have produced* a man!” 2Later she gave
birth to his brother and named him Abel.

When they grew up, Abel became a shep-
herd, while Cain cultivated the ground. 3When
it was time for the harvest, Cain presented
some of his crops as a gift to the LorD. 4Abel
also brought a gift—the best portions of the
firstborn lambs from his flock. The LorD ac-
cepted Abel and his gift, Sbut he did not accept
Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry,
and he looked dejected.

6“Why are you so angry?” the LorD asked
Cain. “Why do you look so dejected? ’You will
be accepted if you do what is right. But if you
refuse to do what is right, then watch out! Sin is
crouching at the door, eager to control you. But
you must subdue it and be its master.”

80ne day Cain suggested to his brother, “Let's
go out into the fields.”* And while they were in
the field, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and
killed him.

9Afterward the LorD asked Cain, “Where is
your brother? Where is Abel?”
3:20 Eve sounds like a Hebrew term that means “to give life.” 3:22 Or
the man; Hebrew reads ha-adam. 4:1a Or the man, also in 4:25.
4:1b Or [ have acquired. Cain sounds like a Hebrew term that can mean
“produce” or “acquire.” 4:8 As in Samaritan Pentateuch, Greek and

Syriac versions, and Latin Vulgate; Masoretic Text lacks “Let’s go out
into the fields.”

deadly, but a blow to the head is. The final victory is God's.
Even in the story of how things went wrong in the world, God
reveals his plan to defeat Satan and save the world through
Jesus Christ.

4:3-7 AMissed Second Chance The Bible doesn't say why
God didn't accept Cain's sacrifice, but maybe Cain’s attitude
wasn't right. God sees our motives whenever we offer him

) gamotve |

SNAPSHOT:

« The firsthuman male and female

- Livedin a perfect world and enjoyed a close relation-
ship with God

« Broke their close relationship with God and messed
up the perfect order of the world when they chose to
ignore what God had told them

« Where:The Garden of Eden

« When:The beginning (date unknown)

What was life like before the Fall?

Imagine having no bad memories, no mistakes to be
embarrassed about, no sadness or fear. That's what
it used to be like. We had a perfect world. We never
fought, and all our needs were taken care of. We had
the meaningful and enjoyable work of caring for the
garden and keeping track of the animals.\We hung out
with God regularly, and we didn‘t have any reason to
be ashamed when we were with him.

Why did things change?

We chose to do the one thing God had told us not to
do. There was just one tree that was off-limits, and
we believed a lie instead of trusting God's goodness
toward us and following his instructions. That was
a moment of rebellion that changed everything—
we shattered God's perfect creation and our close
relationship with him. Everyone born since has had
tolive with the consequences of a world out of touch
with its creator.

What did you learn about God through your
experience?

The very day we messed up the world, God already
had a plan in motion to overcome the effects of evil
and death. The rest of the Bible shows how that plan
unfolds, ultimately leading to God's coming to earth
inthe person of Jesusin order to restore creation and
therelationship between him and us—everything that
we broke through sin. God's plan for a perfect world
couldn’t be derailed: He's in the process of making
everything right again.

KEY VERSE:

“When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam's
sin brought death, so death spread to everyone,
foreveryone sinned.” (Romans 5:12)

Adam and Eve's story is told in Genesis 1:26—5:5.
They are also mentionedin 1Chronicles 1:1;

Luke 3:38; Romans 5:12-19; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22,
45-49; and 1Timothy 2:13-14.

something (see Proverbs 21:27). After Cain's sacrifice was
rejected, God gave him the chance to try again. God even
encouraged him to change! But Cain refused, and the rest of
his life is a startling example of what happens to those who
refuse to admit their mistakes. How do you react when some-
one suggests you've done something wrong? Do you move to
correct the mistake or deny that you need to correct it?
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“I don't know,” Cain responded. “Am I my
brother's guardian?”

0But the LORD said, “What have you done?
Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me
from the ground! ""Now you are cursed and
banished from the ground, which has swal-
lowed your brother's blood. 2No longer will
the ground yield good crops for you, no matter
how hard you work! From now on you will be a
homeless wanderer on the earth.”

3Cain replied to the LorD, “My punishment*
is too great for me to bear! *You have banished
me from the land and from your presence; you
have made me a homeless wanderer. Anyone
who finds me will kill me!”

5The Lorp replied, “No, for Iwill give a seven-
fold punishment to anyone who kills you.” Then
the LorD put a mark on Cain to warn anyone
who might try to kill him. So Cain left the
LorD's presence and settled in the land of Nod,*
east of Eden.

The Descendants of Cain

7Cain had sexual relations with his wife, and
she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch.
Then Cain founded a city, which he named
Enoch, after his son. 8Enoch had a son named
Irad. Irad became the father of* Mehujael. Me-
hujael became the father of Methushael. Methu-
shael became the father of Lamech.

WLamech married two women. The first
was named Adah, and the second was Zillah.
2Adah gave birth to Jabal, who was the first of
those who raise livestock and live in tents. 2'His
brother’'s name was Jubal, the first of all who
play the harp and flute. 22Lamech’s other wife,
Zillah, gave birth to a son named Tubal-cain. He
became an expert in forging tools of bronze and
iron. Tubal-cain had a sister named Naamah.
20ne day Lamech said to his wives,

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
listen to me, you wives of Lamech.

I have killed a man who attacked me,
ayoung man who wounded me.

10

2 1f someone who Kills Cain is punished seven
times,
then the one who kills me will be
punished seventy-seven times!”

The Birth of Seth

Adam had sexual relations with his wife again,
and she gave birth to another son. She named
him Seth,* for she said, “God has granted me an-
other son in place of Abel, whom Cain killed.”
%When Seth grew up, he had a son and named
him Enosh. At that time people first began to
worship the LorRD by name.

The Descendants of Adam
This is the written account of the descen-
dants of Adam. When God created human
beings,* he made them to be like himself. 2He
created them male and female, and he blessed
them and called them “human.”

3When Adam was 130 years old, he became the
father of a son who was just like him—in
his very image. He named his son Seth.
4After the birth of Seth, Adam lived another
800 years, and he had other sons and
daughters. SAdam lived 930 years, and then
he died.

6When Seth was 105 years old, he became
the father of* Enosh. 7After the birth of*
Enosh, Seth lived another 807 years, and he
had other sons and daughters. 8Seth lived
912 years, and then he died.

9When Enosh was 90 years old, he became the
father of Kenan. ?After the birth of Kenan,
Enosh lived another 815 years, and he had
other sons and daughters. ""Enosh lived
905 years, and then he died.

?When Kenan was 70 years old, he became
the father of Mahalalel. 3After the birth of
Mahalalel, Kenan lived another 840 years,
and he had other sons and daughters.
4Kenan lived 910 years, and then he died.

sWhen Mahalalel was 65 years old, he became
the father of Jared. 6After the birth of Jared,

4:13 Or My sin. 4:16 Nod means “wandering.” 4:18 Or the ancestor of, and so throughout the verse. 4:25 Seth probably means “granted”; the
name may also mean “appointed.” 5:1 Or man, Hebrew reads adam;, similarly in 5:2. 5:6 Or the ancestor of; alsoin 5:9, 12, 15, 18, 21, 25. 5:7 Or the

birth of this ancestor of; also in 5:10, 13, 16, 19, 22, 26.

4:14-17 Cain's Family We've heard about only four people
so far—Adam, Eve, Cain, and Abel. So we might have some
questions: Why was Cain worried about being killed by
others, and where did his wife come from?

Adam and Eve probably had a lot of other children (see
5:4); they'd been told to “fill the earth” (1:28). The wife Cain
chose may have been one of his sisters or a niece. Cain’s guilt
and fear over killing his brother were heavy, and it makes
sense thathe'd be afraid of repercussions from his family. If he
was capable of killing, so were they. Vengeance would have
been the likely outcome. Instead, God protected Cain, even if
he didn't deserve it.

4:19-26 Things Get Worse Unfortunately, when left to
ourselves, we tend to get worse instead of better. Adam and
Eve may have thought their disobedience (eating a “harm-
less” piece of fruit) wasn't so bad, but notice how sin quickly
got worse over the generations. Disobedience blossomed
into outright murder with Cain. Then another killing occurred,
presumably in self-defense. Violence was on the rise. Two dis-
tinct groups were emerging: those who showed indifference
to sin and evil, and those who worshiped the Lord.

5:1-32 Why Genealogies? The Bible contains several lists
of ancestors, called genealogies.They aren’tintended to be ex-
haustive and may include only famous people or the heads of
families. The Hebrew word translated “became the father of”
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Mahalalel lived another 830 years, and he
had other sons and daughters. 7Mahalalel
lived 895 years, and then he died.

8When Jared was 162 years old, he became the
father of Enoch. ¥After the birth of Enoch,
Jared lived another 800 years, and he had
other sons and daughters. 2Jared lived
962 years, and then he died.

2"'When Enoch was 65 years old, he became the
father of Methuselah. 2After the birth of
Methuselah, Enoch lived in close fellowship
with God for another 300 years, and he had
other sons and daughters. 22Enoch lived
365 years, 2#walking in close fellowship with
God. Then one day he disappeared, because
God took him.

5When Methuselah was 187 years old, he
became the father of Lamech. 26After the
birth of Lamech, Methuselah lived another
782 years, and he had other sons and
daughters. Methuselah lived 969 years,
and then he died.

28When Lamech was 182 years old, he became
the father of a son. 2Lamech named his
son Noah, for he said, “May he bring us
relief* from our work and the painful
labor of farming this ground that the LorRD
has cursed.” 30After the birth of Noah,
Lamech lived another 595 years, and he had
other sons and daughters. 3'Lamech lived
777 years, and then he died.

2After Noah was 500 years old, he became the
father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

5:29 Noah sounds like a Hebrew term that can mean “relief” or
“comfort.”

may refer to a parent-child relationship, but it could also signal
alink to a more distant descendant. That's why the genealo-
gies are sometimes different.

Why are genealogies included in the Bible? Writing was
primitive or nonexistent for many years in many places, so the
Hebrew people passed on their beliefs through spoken sto-
ries. Genealogies gave an outline to help people remember
the stories. Genealogies also helped people understand how
they were connected to the stories, since any Israelite would
have been related to the people in the stories somehow. In
the New Testament, genealogies were included to show the
fulfilment of God's promise that the coming Messiah, Jesus
Christ, would be a descendant of Abraham. One other thing:
Genealogies remind us that God works through real people,
in real families. They may be just names to us, but God knew
these people personally, just as he knows you.

5:21-24 Enoch Hebrews 11:5 explains what Genesis 5:24
means: Enoch was taken directly to heaven without seeing
death. He lived by faith, and God rewarded him for it.

5:25-27 Extra Long Lives How did these people live so
long? We don't really know. Some people think that the ages
listed here were lengths of family dynasties rather than ages
of individuals. Those who think these were actual ages have
other ideas: Maybe humans were genetically purer in this
early time period with less disease to shorten life spans, or
maybe God gave people longer lives so they would have time
to “fill the earth” (1:28).

SNAPSHOT:

« Builtan ark for his family and pairs of every kind of
animal

- Obeyed God despite being the only follower of God
in his generation

- Showed alot of faith by acting according to what
God told him would happen

« Islisted in the Hall of Faith in Hebrews 11

» Where: Somewhere outside the Garden of Eden

« When:The Flood (date unknown)

Why did you build a boat in the middie of

dry land?

The short answer is that God told me to, so | did.The
world had become overwhelmingly evil, and | was the
only person left who remembered the Creator God,
whois perfect, loving, and just. So God told me to build
anadvertisementofwhathe was going to do.There's
nothing like a huge boat built on dry land to make
a point! Everyone thought | was crazy. Friends and
neighborslaughed at me instead of paying attention
tothe warning aboutthe huge flood that was coming.

What did you learn about God through your
experience?

God works through people who aren't perfect. | cer-
tainly wasn't (as you can see in Genesis 9:20-27, for
example). Obedience to God is a long-term, coura-
geous commitment. | had to choose to keep trusting
and keep obeying him, day after day, for along time.
But | discovered that God is worthit. His promises show
a kindness and goodness that go beyond anything |
could have imagined.

KEY VERSE:

“So Noah did everything exactly as God had
commanded him.” (Genesis 6:22)

Noah'sstory s told in Genesis 5:29-10:32. He is also mentioned
in 1Chronicles 1:4; Isaiah 54:9; Ezekiel 14:14, 20; Matthew
24:37-39; Luke 3:36; 17:26-27; Hebrews 11:7; 1Peter 3:19-21; and
2Peter2:5.
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A World Gone Wrong
Then the people began to multiply on the
earth, and daughters were born to them.

2The sons of God saw the beautiful women*
and took any they wanted as their wives. 3Then
the Lorbp said, “My Spirit will not put up with*
humans for such a long time, for they are only
mortal flesh. In the future, their normal lifespan
will be no more than 120 years.”

4In those days, and for some time after, giant
Nephilites lived on the earth, for whenever the
sons of God had intercourse with women, they
gave birth to children who became the heroes
and famous warriors of ancient times.

5The LORD observed the extent of human
wickedness on the earth, and he saw that
everything they thought or imagined was
consistently and totally evil. 6So the LoRD was
sorry he had ever made them and put them
on the earth. It broke his heart. ’And the LorD
said, “I will wipe this human race I have cre-
ated from the face of the earth. Yes, and I will
destroy every living thing—all the people, the
large animals, the small animals that scurry
along the ground, and even the birds of the sky.
I am sorry I ever made them.” 8But Noah found
favor with the LORD.

$12

The Story of Noah
9This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah
was a righteous man, the only blameless per-
son living on earth at the time, and he walked
in close fellowship with God. ®°Noah was the
father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

""Now God saw that the earth had become
corrupt and was filled with violence. 2God
observed all this corruption in the world, for
everyone on earth was corrupt. 3So God said
to Noah, “I have decided to destroy all living
creatures, for they have filled the earth with
violence. Yes, [ will wipe them all out along with
the earth!

14“Build alarge boat* from cypress wood* and
waterproof it with tar, inside and out. Then con-
struct decks and stalls throughout its interior.
sMake the boat 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and
45 feet high.* *Leave an 18-inch opening* below
the roof all the way around the boat. Put the
door on the side, and build three decks inside
the boat—Ilower, middle, and upper.

7*Look! I am about to cover the earth with
a flood that will destroy every living thing that
breathes. Everything on earth will die. ®But I
will confirm my covenant with you. So enter
the boat—you and your wife and your sons

6:2 Hebrew daughters of men; also in 6:4. 6:3 Greek version reads will not remain in. 6:14a Traditionally rendered an ark. 6:14b Or gopher
wood. 6:15Hebrew 300 cubits[138 meters] long, 50 cubits[23 meters] wide, and 30 cubits[13.8 meters] high. 6:16 Hebrew an opening of I cubit

[46 centimeters).

@ Flood Stories

There are several flood stories from different ancient cultures that have strikingly
similar details to Noah's story in Genesis. The most famous of these flood stories
is part of the Babylonian Epic of Gilgamesh, which tells of aboat coming to rest
onamountainand how the owner of the boat sent out a dove, a swallow, and
araven. The occupants of the boat disembarked when the raven didn'treturn.
This ancient statue of Gilgamesh, the hero of the epic, comes from what s now

northernlraqg.

Thefactthatlots of different cultures trace theirlineage back to a hero
who survived agreat flood in a boat filled with animals—even with very
similar details, like the hero sending birds out from the top of amountain—is
interesting confirmation of there being an ancient flood like the one described

in Genesis 6-9.

6:1-4 “Sons of God"”? Some people think that the “sons of
God" were fallen angels. One problem with this is that angels
don’t marry or reproduce (Matthew 22:30). Others think this
phrase refers to the descendants of Seth who intermarried
with Cain’s evil descendants. Either way, the good influence
of the faithful was weakening, and moral depravity in the
world was increasing, resulting in an explosion of evil.
‘% 6:5-22 What gave Noah the strength to choose to follow
' God when everyone around him was choosing evil? Is
that strength available to you? See Genesis 8:15-9:17 for the next
passage about the Flood. See page 1653 for The Bible’s Big Story.
6:6-7 God’'s Sorrow Does this passage mean that God
regretted creating humanity? Was he saying he made a mis-
take? No, God doesn't make mistakes or change his mind
(1Samuel 15:29). Instead, he was expressing sorrow for what

the people had done to themselves, like a parent might be
sad when one of their children makes a harmful choice. God
was sorry that the people chose sin and death instead of a
relationship with him. Our sins break God's heart as much as
the sin of the people in Noah's day did.

6:9 Righteous and Blameless The fact that Noah was
righteous and blameless means that he wholeheartedly loved
and obeyed God. It doesn't mean that he never sinned: For
example, the book of Genesis records one of his sins in 9:21.
Instead, it means that for a lifetime he walked step by step in
faith as a living example to his generation. Like Noah, we live
in a world filled with evil. Are we influencing others or being
influenced by them? Are our priorities being set by God and
his people or by those who stand against him?
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and their wives. “Bring a pair of every kind of
animal—a male and a female—into the boat
with you to keep them alive during the flood.
2Pairs of every kind of bird, and every kind of
animal, and every kind of small animal that scur-
ries along the ground, will come to you to be kept
alive.2'And be sure to take on board enough food
for your family and for all the animals.”

250 Noah did everything exactly as God had
commanded him.

The Flood Covers the Earth
When everything was ready, the LoRD said
to Noah, “Go into the boat with all your

family, for among all the people of the earth, I
can see that you alone are righteous. 2Take with
you seven pairs—male and female—of each
animal I have approved for eating and for sac-
rifice,* and take one pair of each of the others.
3Also take seven pairs of every kind of bird.
There must be a male and a female in each pair
to ensure that all life will survive on the earth
after the flood. 4Seven days from now I will
make the rains pour down on the earth. And it
will rain for forty days and forty nights, until I
have wiped from the earth all the living things
I have created.”

550 Noah did everything as the LorD com-
manded him.

6Noah was 600 years old when the flood cov-
ered the earth. ’He went on board the boat to
escape the flood—he and his wife and his sons
and their wives. 8With them were all the various
kinds of animals—those approved for eating
and for sacrifice and those that were not—
along with all the birds and the small animals
that scurry along the ground. °They entered
the boat in pairs, male and female, just as God
had commanded Noah. "0After seven days, the
waters of the flood came and covered the earth.

""When Noah was 600 years old, on the seven-
teenth day of the second month, all the under-
ground waters erupted from the earth, and the
rain fell in mighty torrents from the sky. 2The
rain continued to fall for forty days and forty
nights.

3That very day Noah had gone into the boat
with his wife and his sons—Shem, Ham, and Ja-
pheth—and their wives. “With them in the boat
were pairs of every kind of animal-—domestic
and wild, large and small—along with birds
of every kind. Two by two they came into
the boat, representing every living thing that
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breathes. 6A male and female of each kind en-
tered, just as God had commanded Noah. Then
the LorD closed the door behind them.

7For forty days the floodwaters grew deeper,
covering the ground and lifting the boat high
above the earth. 8As the waters rose higher and
higher above the ground, the boat floated safely
on the surface. ¥Finally, the water covered even
the highest mountains on the earth, 2rising
more than twenty-two feet* above the highest
peaks. 21All the living things on earth died—
birds, domestic animals, wild animals, small
animals that scurry along the ground, and all
the people. 2Everything that breathed and lived
on dry land died. 2God wiped out every living
thing on the earth—people, livestock, small ani-
mals that scurry along the ground, and the birds
of the sky. All were destroyed. The only people
who survived were Noah and those with him
in the boat. 24And the floodwaters covered the
earth for 150 days.

The Flood Recedes
But God remembered Noah and all the wild
animals and livestock with him in the boat.

He sent a wind to blow across the earth, and the
floodwaters began to recede. 2The underground
waters stopped flowing, and the torrential
rains from the sky were stopped. 3So the flood-
waters gradually receded from the earth. After
150 days, “exactly five months from the time
the flood began,* the boat came to rest on the
mountains of Ararat. 5Two and a half months
later,* as the waters continued to go down, other
mountain peaks became visible.

6After another forty days, Noah opened the
window he had made in the boat ’and released
a raven. The bird flew back and forth until the
floodwaters on the earth had dried up. 8He also
released a dove to see if the water had receded
and it could find dry ground. *But the dove could
find no place to land because the water still cov-
ered the ground. So it returned to the boat, and
Noah held out his hand and drew the dove back
inside. °After waiting another seven days, Noah
released the dove again. "This time the dove re-
turned to him in the evening with a fresh olive
leaf in its beak. Then Noah knew that the flood-
waters were almost gone. 2He waited another
seven days and then released the dove again.
This time it did not come back.

3Noah was now 601 years old. On the first
day of the new year, ten and a half months after

7:2 Hebrew of each clean animal; similarly in 7:8. 7:20 Hebrew 15 cubits[6.9 meters]. 8:4 Hebrew on the seventeenth day of the seventh month;
see7:11. 8:5Hebrew On the first day of the tenth month, see 7:11 and note on 8:4.

6:22 Noah Had Faith Noah got right to work when God
told him to build the huge boat. It was the length of one and
a half football fields and as high as a four-story building,
and Noah probably built it miles from any body of water.
Other people were warned about the coming disaster, but

apparently they didn’t expect it to happen (see 1 Peter 3:20;
2 Peter 2:5).Those who don't believe in God will deny the con-
sequences of sin and try to get us to deny God also. But God's
faithfulness to Noah can inspire you to have courage as you
follow God's call for your life.
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the flood began,* the floodwaters had almost
dried up from the earth. Noah lifted back the
covering of the boat and saw that the surface
of the ground was drying. *Two more months
went by,* and at last the earth was dry!

5Then God said to Noah, ¢“Leave the boat,
all of you—you and your wife, and your sons
and their wives. 7Release all the animals—the
birds, the livestock, and the small animals that
scurry along the ground—so they can be fruit-
ful and multiply throughout the earth.”

8§50 Noah, his wife, and his sons and their
wives left the boat. And all of the large and
small animals and birds came out of the boat,
pair by pair.

20Then Noah built an altar to the LorD, and
there he sacrificed as burnt offerings the ani-
mals and birds that had been approved for that
purpose.* 21And the LorD was pleased with the
aroma of the sacrifice and said to himself, “I will
never again curse the ground because of the
human race, even though everything they think
or imagine is bent toward evil from childhood.
I will never again destroy all living things. 2As
long as the earth remains, there will be planting
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter,
day and night.”

God Confirms His Covenant
Then God blessed Noah and his sons and
told them, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill
the earth. 2All the animals of the earth, all the
birds of the sky, all the small animals that scurry
along the ground, and all the fish in the sea will
look on you with fear and terror. [ have placed
them in your power. 31 have given them to you
for food, just as I have given you grain and vege-
tables. 4But you must never eat any meat that

still has the lifeblood in it.
5“And I will require the blood of anyone who
takes another person’s life. If a wild animal kills
aperson, it must die. And anyone who murders
a fellow human must die. ¢If anyone takes a
human life, that person’s life will also be taken
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by human hands. For God made human beings*
in his own image. ’Now be fruitful and multiply,
and repopulate the earth.”

8Then God told Noah and his sons, 9“T hereby
confirm my covenant with you and your de-
scendants, °and with all the animals that were
on the boat with you—the birds, the livestock,
and all the wild animals—every living creature
on earth. "Yes, I am confirming my covenant
with you. Never again will floodwaters kill all
living creatures; never again will a flood destroy
the earth.”

2Then God said, “Iam giving you a sign of my
covenant with you and with all living creatures,
for all generations to come. 31 have placed my
rainbow in the clouds. It is the sign of my cov-
enant with you and with all the earth. “When
I send clouds over the earth, the rainbow will
appear in the clouds, ®and I will remember my
covenant with you and with all living creatures.
Never again will the floodwaters destroy all life.
When I see the rainbow in the clouds, I will
remember the eternal covenant between God
and every living creature on earth.” ?Then God
said to Noah, “Yes, this rainbow is the sign of the
covenantIam confirming with all the creatures
on earth.”

Noah's Sons

8The sons of Noah who came out of the boat
with their father were Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
(Ham 1is the father of Canaan.) “From these
three sons of Noah came all the people who now
populate the earth.

WAfter the flood, Noah began to cultivate the
ground, and he planted a vineyard. 2One day he
drank some wine he had made, and he became
drunk and lay naked inside his tent. 2Ham, the
father of Canaan, saw that his father was naked
and went outside and told his brothers. Then
Shem and Japheth took a robe, held it over their
shoulders, and backed into the tent to cover
their father. As they did this, they looked the
other way so they would not see him naked.

8:13 Hebrew On the first day of the first month, see 7:11. 8:14 Hebrew The twenty-seventh day of the second month arrived; see note on 8:13.
8:20 Hebrew every clean animal and every clean bird. 9:6 Or man, Hebrew reads ha-adam.

8:15-9:17 What can we learn about who God is from his
decision to save Noah and his family? See Hebrews 11:7 for
the next passage about the Flood. See page 1653 for The Bible's Big Story.

8:21-22 God’s Patience Countless times throughout the
Bible, we see God showing his love and patience toward men
and women in order to save them. He continues to reach out
to us, despite all the ways we mess up. God hates evil, but he
has promised to never again destroy all living things in order
to wipe the slate clean. Now every change of season is a re-
minder of God's promise to be patient with us even when we
do awful things.

9:8-17 God Makes Covenants with His People A cov-
enant is a promise that creates an official relationship
between two people or parties. This is a familiar theme in

Scripture—God making covenants with his people. Here,
God promises never again to kill all living creatures and de-
stroy the earth by flood. How reassuringitis to know that God
cares enough for us to make us promises. (For more on cov-
enants, see page 23 and the notes on 12:1-3and 15:7-21.)

9:20-27 Godly People Sin Too Noah, the great hero of
faith, got drunk—a poor example of how a godly person
should act. And Ham's mocking attitude showed a real lack
of respect for his father and for God. Maybe this story is in-
cluded to show us that the possibility of evil still existed in
the hearts of Noah and his family. Wiping out all living things
except for these “good” people didn't solve the problem of
sin in the world. Even godly people sin. It took Jesus’ death
on the cross to deal once and for all with the problem of sin
inside of us.
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Timeline
o

John

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN starts alotlike the book of Genesis: “In the beginning...."
But here we are introduced to someone who existed before the world, someone who was
there with God at Creation. In response to everything that has since gone wrong with the
world and inside humans, God the Son, Jesus, becomes a human and surrenders himself to
deathin order to save the world. Then he comes back tolife in order to give life to everyone
who believes in him.

John writes like he can't get over how amazing Jesus is. He recounts some of the
incredible miracles Jesus does, like raising a man named Lazarus from the dead. He records
Jesus' powerful teachings about who he is and about the eternal life he offers to everyone.
He also gives examples of what it means to believe—often involving surprising characters,
like an outcast woman and a blind man.

John, who identifies himself as “the one whom Jesus loved” (John 20:2), is writing a
number of years after the other Gospels have already been circulating in the early church
for a while. He provides his version of events in order to guide his readers into a deeper,
fuller trust of Jesus, and he allows his book to be less matter-of-fact than the other Gospels.
As John explains, his purpose in writing is so that people will believe in Jesus and receive
eternallife (John 20:30-31). He wants others to join him in his wonder at the fact that God,
who has introduced himself to the world as a human, wants us to know him personally.

As you read the Gospel of John, notice all the times Jesus begins a statement with
“l am.” What do these statements tell you about Jesus? How do other people in the story
identify Jesus?

37BC
Herod the Great
begins to rule

® ®
6/5BC 4/3BC

Jesus  Jesus’family returns

isborn  to Nazareth
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Stats

PURPOSE

To show that Jesus is the

Son of God and that everyone
who believes in him will

have eternal life

At a Glance
AUTHOR

A. INTRODUCTION OF JESUS,  John makes it clear that Jesusisn'tjusta John, the son of Zebedee
THE SON OF GOD man; heis the eternal Son of God. He is the

(1:1-2:12) Light of the World who offers the gift of ORIGINAL AUDIENCE
eternal life to all who believe in him. Probably Jewish Christians
B. JESUS, THE SON OF GOD, Jesus metwith individuals, performed
CHANGES PEOPLE'S LIVES miracles, preached to crowds, trained his DAVE WEITYEN
(2:13-12:50) disciples, and debated with the religious Around between AD 85 and 90
leaders. The message that he is the Son of
God received a mixed reaction. SETTING
C. THEDEATHAND John's Gospel gives a detailed account of Mostly Judea and Galilee
RESURRECTION OF JESUS, Jesus'last evening with his disciples. It R PEEPILE
THE SON OF GOD then records the story of Jesus' arrest, trial, .
(13:1-21:25) crucifixion, and resurrection, concluding Jesus, John the Baptist,
with a few stories of the resurrected Jesus the disciples, the religious
appearing to his followers. leaders
Key Points
THEME EXPLANATION
Jesus Christ, The Gospel of John shows that Jesus is God’s Son, who has existed from the beginning
Son of God and reveals the Father to the world. The book highlights the special relationship shared

between God the Father and God the Son.

Eternal Life The theme of eternallife comes up repeatedly in John. Through Jesus, God offers eternal
life to everyone who believes in him.

Belief Johnrecorded how Jesus often encouraged people to believe in him. Jesus performed
many miracles, and both John the Baptistand God himself affirmed Jesus as God's Son,
the Savior of the world. John's hope was that those who heard the story of Jesus would

believe.

The Holy Spirit Jesus taught his disciples that the Holy Spirit would come after he returned to heaven.
The same Spirit who was with Jesus in his ministry would live inside his followers to guide,
teach, and comfortthem.

Resurrection On the third day after he died, Jesus rose from the dead, defeating death and proving that

he had the ability to givelife to others. The Resurrection was verified by his disciples and
many other eyewitnesses. After the Resurrection, Jesus sent his followers on a mission to
share the Good News.

AD14 AD 26/27 AD 30 AD 35
Tiberius Caesar Jesus begins Jesus dies and Paul converts

becomes emperor his ministry is resurrected to Christianity
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The broken lines indicate modern boundaries.

1 JORDAN RIVER - John's Gospel begins by describing John
the Baptist's ministry eastof the Jordan (John 1:19-28). Here
we also read about how Jesus began his ministry, talking
to some of the men who would become his twelve disciples
(John 1:29-51).

2 GALILEE - Jesus’ public ministry in Galilee began as a guest
atawedding in Cana (John 2:1-11), and much of his min-
istry took place in this northern territory. He fed over 5,000
people near Bethsaida beside the Sea of Galilee (John 6:1-
15), walked on the water to his frightened disciples during a
storm (John 6:16-21), and preached throughout the region
(John7:1).

3 CAPERNAUM - Jesus had grown up in Nazareth, but
Capernaum became his home base during his ministry in

Prologue: Christ, the Eternal Word
In the beginning the Word already
existed.
The Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
2 He existed in the beginning with God.
3 God created everything through him,

Galilee. Located onamajor trade route, it was
animportant city in the region, with a Roman garrison and
acustoms station. In this city, a high-ranking government
official asked Jesus to heal his son, who was about to die
(John 4:46-53). [thad atleast one major synagogue where
Jesus taught (John 6:59).

4 SAMARIA - This region had belonged to the northern king-
dom of Israel until Assyria invaded in 722 BC. At that time,
most of the Jews had been deported to other parts of the
Assyrian Empire, but those who were left had intermarried
with foreigners who had been broughtin and started prac-
ticing a mixed religion (2 Kings 17:24-41).The descendants
of these intermarriages were called Samaritans. There was
long-standing prejudice between the Jews and the Samari-
tans because of these intermarriages. The Samaritans had
set up an alternate center for worship on Mount Gerizim
(John 4:20) to paraliel the Temple in Jerusalem, and they had
opposed the reconstruction of Jerusalem and the Temple be-
tween 536 and 445 BC (Ezra4; Nehemiah 4). Jesus, however,
refused tolet this prejudice getin the way of ministering to
people who needed him (John 4:1-42).

5 BETHANY - Located only afew miles from Jerusalem, Beth-
anywas the home of Jesus’ good friends Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus. He often stayed with them when he visited Jeru-
salem.When Lazarus died, Jesus raised him from the dead
(John 11:1-44). It was also in Bethany that Mary anointed
Jesus' feetwith expensive perfume shortly before his death
(John 12:1-8).

6 JERUSALEM - Everyyear, Jesus journeyed to Jerusalem for
the three religious festivals (Jonn 2:13;5:1; 7:1-10). There
he met with Nicodemus, a religious leader (John 3:1-21)
and healed a man who was paralyzed, as well as many
other people (John 5:1-15). When it was time for him to
die, he entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the
Passover with his disciples and give them key teachings
about what was to come and how they should act (John
12:12-17:26). His last hours before his crucifixion were
spent in the city (John 13), in a grove of olive trees next
to it called the garden of Gethsemane (John 18:1-11),
and finally in various buildings back in the city during his
questioning and trial (John 18:12—19:16). He was crucified
on a hill just outside Jerusalem and buried nearby (John
19:16-42), but he rose again as he had promised (John
20:1-29).

and nothing was created except
through him.
4 The Word gave life to everything that was
created,*
and his life brought light to everyone.
5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never extinguish it.

*

1:3-4 Or and nothing that was created was created except through him. The Word gave life to everything. 1:5 Or and the darkness has not

understood it.

1:1-21:25 Seeing the Big Picture John was one of Jesus’
twelve disciples, so his narrative of Jesus' life is written with
the details of an eyewitness account. John's Gospel has a
focus thatis different from that of the other Gospels. It's a the-
matic presentation of Jesus' life, focused on helping readers

understand who Jesus is and the significance of what he said
and did. John wrote his Gospel to believers everywhere, both
Jews and non-Jews (Gentiles).

1:1 What Word? When John begins by talking about “the
Word,” he is using a term that was important to both Jewish
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6God sent a man, John the Baptist,* 7to tell
about the light so that everyone might believe
because of his testimony. 8John himself was not
the light; he was simply a witness to tell about
the light. 9The one who is the true light, who
gives light to everyone, was coming into the
world.

"He came into the very world he created, but
the world didn't recognize him. ""He came to his
own people, and even they rejected him. 2But to
all who believed him and accepted him, he gave
the right to become children of God. 3They are
reborn—not with a physical birth resulting
from human passion or plan, but a birth that
comes from God.

1450 the Word became human* and made his
home among us. He was full of unfailing love
and faithfulness.* And we have seen his glory,
the glory of the Father's one and only Son.

5John testified about him when he shouted
to the crowds, “This is the one I was talking
about whenIsaid, ‘Someone is coming after me
who is far greater than I am, for he existed long
before me.”

6From his abundance we have all received
one gracious blessing after another.” For the
law was given through Moses, but God's unfail-
ing love and faithfulness came through Jesus
Christ. 8No one has ever seen God. But the
unique One, who is himself God,* is near to the
Father's heart. He has revealed God to us.

1:6 Greek a man named John. 1:14a Greek became flesh. 1:14b Or
grace and truth; also in 1:17. 1:16 Or received the grace of Christ rather

than the grace of the law; Greek reads received grace upon grace.
1:18 Some manuscripts read But the one and only Son.

and Greek thinkers. In Hebrew Scripture, the Word was the
agent of creation (Psalm 33:6), the source of God's message
1o his people through the prophets (Hosea 4:1), and God's
law—nhis standard of holiness (Psalm 119:11). So in Hebrew
thought, the Word had to do with the creative and redemp-
tive activity of the living God. In Greek philosophy, the Word
was the principle of reason thought to govern the world. John
is clearly applying these rich ideas to Jesus—a human being
he knew and loved, but at the same time the creator of the
universe, the ultimate revelation of God, the living picture of
God’s holiness, and the one who “holds all creation together”
(Colossians 1:17).

1:12-13 Becoming Children of God Physical birth gives
us life and places us in a particular family, which isn't some-
thing we choose or have control over. Being born of God is
a spiritual life we do choose. Faith in Jesus makes us part of
God's family, and it changes us from the inside out, rearrang-
ing our mindsets, desires, and motives.

1:18 God Revealed God communicated through various
people in the Old Testament, usually prophets whom he told
to give specific messages (Hebrews 1:1). In a few instances,
God revealed his glory, but no one ever saw God. But Jesus
is both God and the Father's unique, human Son. In him
God revealed his nature and essence in a way that people
could see and touch. In Jesus, God became a man who
lived on earth. Jesus changed forever the way humans can
know God.

Why is it
such a big deal
that Jesus is a human?

The word incarnation refers to something being
covered in flesh or becoming a physical reality. In
Jesus’ case, it refers to God being born as a human.
Jesus’ incarnation was the major turning
pointin the history of the world. If Jesus hadn't
become a human and lived on earth with us, there
would be no hope for freedom from sin and death,
the righting of all wrongs, or eternal life with God.

Christians believe that Jesus, the Son of God, is one
of the three members of the Trinity (for more on
this, see page 1123). He is both fully God and fully
human. The Bible says that “in Christ lives all the
fullness of God in a human body" (Colossians 2:9).

Jesus’ humanity is what enables him to identify
with us and understand our struggles (Hebrews
4:15-16). Jesus provides a direct connection
between humanity and God.

Jesus was born as a human as described in the
Gospels, but the human-divine Son of God has
existed since before the beginning of time. In Dan-
iel 7, we learn about a figure who is “like a son of
man” ruling with God. This is a vision of Jesus in the
Old Testament.

John 1:1-18 paints an artful picture of Jesus’ eter-
nal existence with the Father, the fact thathe came
into the world being both fully human and fully
God, and the way this event changed the way we
relate to God. Paul also describes Jesus' incarna-
tionin Philippians 2:6-11.

In John 1:14, we learn that the preexistent Son of
God "became human and made his home among
us.” John's wording—literally rendered, “he taber-
nacled among us"“—connects Jesus' arrival with the
Tabernacle, which used to be the focal point of God's
presence with Israel (Exodus 25:8-9). Jesus took on
thatrole as the presence of God in the world.

Throughout history, some people have taught that
our bodies are gross, worthless, or bad. But Jesus
has a body like ours. This shows us that God
loves and values our bodies. God brought
about his plans for salvation through Jesus” human
body.When we are tempted to hate our own bod-
ies, we can think about Jesus' human body and
learn to see our bodies the way God does.

Jesus' incarnation also shows that the specif-
ics of human lives are a good thing. Jesus was
born at a particular moment in history with a par-
ticular ethnicity, skin color, gender, heritage, and
hometown. These details are part of God's plan for
ourlives.

Finally, only as fully human could Jesus die to
save the world from sin, evil, and death. He
couldn't have died in our place if he wasn't one of
us (Hebrews 2:14-15). (For more on why Jesus had
todie, see page 1257.)
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The Testimony of John the Baptist
9This was John's testimony when the Jewish
leaders sent priests and Temple assistants*
from Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?” 20He
came right out and said, “I am not the Messiah.”

21"Well then, who are you?” they asked. "Are
you Elijah?”

“No,” he replied.

“Are you the Prophet we are expecting?”*

“No."

2“Then who are you? We need an answer
for those who sent us. What do you have to say
about yourself?”

BJohn replied in the words of the prophet
Isaiah:

“I am a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Clear the way for the LORD's coming!"™*

2Then the Pharisees who had been sent
asked him, “If you aren't the Messiah or Eli-
jah or the Prophet, what right do you have to
baptize?”

%John told them, “I baptize with* water, but
right here in the crowd is someone you do not
recognize. Though his ministry follows mine,
I'mnot even worthy to be his slave and untie the
straps of his sandal.”

28This encounter took place in Bethany, an
area east of the Jordan River, where John was
baptizing.

Jesus, the Lamb of God
2The next day John saw Jesus coming toward
him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 30He is the one I was
talking about whenIsaid, ‘A manis coming after
me who is far greater than I am, for he existed
long before me.’ 3'I did not recognize him as the
Messiah, but [ have been baptizing with water
so that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit
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descending like a dove from heaven and rest-
ing upon him. 3I didn't know he was the one,
but when God sent me to baptize with water, he
told me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit de-
scend and rest is the one who will baptize with
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 saw this happen to Jesus, so I
testify that he is the Chosen One of God.*"

The First Disciples
35The following day John was again standing
with two of his disciples. 3¢As Jesus walked by,
John looked at him and declared, “Look! There
is the Lamb of God!" 3’When John's two disciples
heard this, they followed Jesus.

38Jesus looked around and saw them follow-
ing. “What do you want?" he asked them.

They replied, “Rabbi” (which means
“Teacher”), “where are you staying?"

39“Come and see,” he said. It was about four
o'clock in the afternoon when they went with
him to the place where he was staying, and they
remained with him the rest of the day.

4Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one
of these men who heard what John said and
then followed Jesus. 4Andrew went to find his
brother, Simon, and told him, “We have found
the Messiah” (which means “Christ"*).

4“2Then Andrew brought Simon to meet Jesus.
Looking intently at Simon, Jesus said, “Your
name is Simon, son of John—but you will be
called Cephas” (which means “Peter"*).

4The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.
He found Philip and said to him, “Come, follow
me."” 44Philip was from Bethsaida, Andrew and
Peter's hometown.

45Philip went to look for Nathanael and told
him, “We have found the very person Moses*
and the prophets wrote about! His name is
Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth.”

46“Nazareth!” exclaimed Nathanael. “Can any-
thing good come from Nazareth?”

1:19 Greek and Levites. 1:21 Greek Are you the Prophet? See Deut 18:15, 18; Mal 4:5-6. 1:231sa40:3. 1:26 Or in; also in 1:31, 33. 1:34 Some
manuscripts read the Son of God. 1:41 Messiah (a Hebrew term) and Christ (a Greek term) both mean “anointed one.” 1:42 The names
Cephas (from Aramaic) and Peter (from Greek) both mean “rock.” 1:45 Greek Moses in the law.

1:19-28 Who's in Charge Here? These leaders came to
see John the Baptist for several reasons: (1) Their duty as
guardians of the faith included investigating any new teach-
ing or movement (Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 18:20-22). (2) They
wanted to find out if John had the credentials of a true
prophet. (3) John had quite a following, and it was growing.
They were probably jealous and wanted to see why this man
was so popular. (For more on the Pharisees, see the chart on
page 1176.)

1:29 TheLambof God Everymorning and evening, alamb
was sacrificed in the Temple, symbolizing that the sins of the
people were forgiven (Exodus 29:38-42). To pay the pen-
alty for sin, blood had to be shed and a life had to be given.
Through Jesus, God himself chose to provide the ultimate sac-
rifice. When Jesus died, the sins of the world were removed—
through his sacrifice, the sins of everyone who believes in

him are forgiven once and for all (1 Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews
10:1-18).

1:31-34 Recognizing Jesus John the Baptist and Jesus
were related (see Luke 1:36), but John still needed confirma-
tion of Jesus’ identity as the Messiah. At Jesus’ baptism, God
gave John a sign to show him that Jesus truly had been sent
from God. John's faith stands in contrast to that of the many
others who knew Jesus and refused to believe he was the
Messiah (see, for example, Mark 6:1-3). (The story of Jesus’
baptism is told in Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; and Luke
3:21-22)

1:42 Rock Solid Jesus saw not only who Simon was but
also who he would become. That is why he gave him a new
name—Cephas in Aramaic or Peter in Greek, both of which
mean “rock.” Peter wasn't very solid throughout the Gospels,
but he grew into this name later, as we can see in the book of
Acts. (For more on Simon Peter, see his profile on page 1187.)
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“Come and see for yourself,” Philip replied.

47As they approached, Jesus said, “Now here
is a genuine son of Israel—a man of complete
integrity.”

48"How do you know about me?” Nathanael
asked.

Jesus replied, “I could see you under the fig
tree before Philip found you.”

4Then Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi, you are
the Son of God—the King of Israel!”

50Jesus asked him, “Do you believe this just
because I told you I had seen you under the
fig tree? You will see greater things than this.”
51Then he said, “I tell you the truth, you will all
see heaven open and the angels of God going up
and down on the Son of Man, the one who is the
stairway between heaven and earth.*”

The Wedding at Cana
The next day* there was a wedding celebra-
tion in the village of Cana in Galilee. Jesus’
mother was there, 2and Jesus and his disciples
were also invited to the celebration. 3The wine
supply ran out during the festivities, so Jesus’
mother told him, “They have no more wine.”
4“Dear woman, that's not our problem,” Jesus
replied. "My time has not yet come.”
5But his mother told the servants, “Do what-
ever he tells you.”

JOHN 2

6Standing nearby were six stone water jars,
used for Jewish ceremonial washing. Each
could hold twenty to thirty gallons.* 7Jesus told
the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” When the
jars had been filled, 8he said, “Now dip some out,
and take it to the master of ceremonies.” So the
servants followed his instructions.

9When the master of ceremonies tasted the
water that was now wine, not knowing where
it had come from (though, of course, the ser-
vants knew), he called the bridegroom over. 10“A
host always serves the best wine first,” he said.
“Then, when everyone has had alot to drink, he
brings out the less expensive wine. But you have
kept the best until now!”

"This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was
the first time Jesus revealed his glory. And his
disciples believed in him.

12After the wedding he went to Capernaum
for a few days with his mother, his brothers,
and his disciples.

Jesus Clears the Temple

B[t was nearly time for the Jewish Passover
celebration, so Jesus went to Jerusalem. In the
Temple area he saw merchants selling cattle,
sheep, and doves for sacrifices; he also saw deal-
ers at tables exchanging foreign money. *Jesus
made a whip from some ropes and chased them

1:51 Greek going up and down on the Son of Man, see Gen 28:10-17. “Son of Man" is a title Jesus used for himself. 2:1 Greek On the third day; see

1:35,43. 2:6 Greek 2 or 3 measures|[75 to 113 liters].

1:51 Connection to Heaven This is a reference to the
dream Jacob had that is recorded in Genesis 28:10-15. As
both God and human, Jesus was the stairway between
heaven and earth. The disciples would receive spiritual insight
into his true nature and purpose for coming and would under-
stand this prediction better after Jesus' resurrection.

2:1-10 An Extraordinary Solution Weddings in Jesus'
day were often weeklong festivals. Banquets would be pre-
pared for many guests, and the next several days would be
spent celebrating the new life of the married couple. Often the
whole town would be invited, and everybody would come—
it was considered an insult to refuse an invitation to a wed-
ding. To accommodate this many people, careful planning
was needed. To run out of wine was more than embarrassing;
it would have meant that the hosts had failed to follow the
strong, unwritten rules of hospitality.

Jesus responded to the hosts' need at this wedding using
stone water jars that normally held water for ceremonial
washing, the cleansing of any bad influences associated
with whatever people had touched. In the midst of a desper-
ate household problem, Jesus used ordinary elements to do
something extraordinary—something he also does in our
lives today.

2:11 A Miraculous Sign Jesus’ disciples believed in him
when they saw this miracle. The miracle showed Jesus’
power over nature and revealed the way he would go about
his ministry—helping others, speaking with authority, and
being personally in touch with people. Miracles are superhu-
man events that demonstrate God's power. A lot of Jesus’
miracles were a renewal of fallen creation—restoring sight,
making people who were lame walk, even restoring life to

the dead. Jesus’ miracles were also an expression of God's
care for people and an invitation into deeper relationship
with him—as in the feeding of 5,000 people and the calm-
ing of a storm. (For a list of Jesus’ miracles, see the chart on
page 1281.)

2:13 An Annual Celebration The Passover celebration
took place yearly at the Temple in Jerusalem. Every Jew-
ish male was expected to travel to Jerusalem during this
time (Deuteronomy 16:16). This was a weeklong festival—
Passover was one day, and the Festival of Unleavened Bread
lasted the rest of the week. The entire week commemorated
the freeing of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt (Exodus 12).

2:13-25 Merchants and Dealers The Temple area was
always crowded during Passover with thousands of out-of-
town visitors. The religious leaders crowded it even further
by allowing money changers and merchants to set up booths
in the Court of the Gentiles. (For an illustration of what the
Temple may have looked like in Jesus' day, see pages 1152—
1153.) The religious leaders rationalized this practice as
being a convenience for the worshipers and a way to make
money for the Temple's upkeep. But in reality, the money
changers charged outrageous exchange rates, and the
merchants were greedy and dishonest. The religious leaders
didn't seem to care that the Court of the Gentiles was so full
of merchants that it made worship difficult. Worship was the
main purpose for visiting the Temple, but the religious lead-
ers were making a mockery of God's house. John records
this first clearing, or cleansing, of the Temple. It seems that a
second clearing occurred at the end of Jesus’ ministry, about
three years later, and that event is recorded in Matthew
21:12-13; Mark 11:15-17; and Luke 19:45-46.
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all out of the Temple. He drove out the sheep and
cattle, scattered the money changers’ coins over
the floor, and turned over their tables. 6Then,
going over to the people who sold doves, he told
them, “Get these things out of here. Stop turning
my Father's house into a marketplace!”

7Then his disciples remembered this
prophecy from the Scriptures: “Passion for
God's house will consume me.”

18But the Jewish leaders demanded, “What
are you doing? If God gave you authority to do
this, show us a miraculous sign to prove it.”

19"All right,” Jesus replied. “Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

20“What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-
six years to build this Temple, and you can re-
build it in three days?” 2But when Jesus said
“this temple,” he meant his own body. 2After he
was raised from the dead, his disciples remem-
bered he had said this, and they believed both
the Scriptures and what Jesus had said.

Jesus and Nicodemus

BBecause of the miraculous signs Jesus did in
Jerusalem at the Passover celebration, many
began to trust in him. 2But Jesus didn't trust
them, because he knew all about people. 2’No
one needed to tell him about human nature, for
he knew what was in each person’s heart.

There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jew-

ish religious leader who was a Pharisee.
2After dark one evening, he came to speak with
Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said, “we all know that God has
sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are
evidence that God is with you.”
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3Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you
areborn again,* you cannot see the Kingdom of
God."

4“What do youmean?” exclaimed Nicodemus.
“How can an old man go back into his mother’s
womb and be born again?”

5Jesus replied, “Tassure you, no one can enter
the Kingdom of God without being born of
water and the Spirit.* éHumans can reproduce
only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth
to spiritual life.* 7So don't be surprised when I
say, ‘'You* must be born again.’ 8The wind blows
wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind
but can't tell where it comes from or where it is
going, so you can't explain how people are born
of the Spirit.”

9“How are these things possible?” Nicodemus
asked.

0Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish
teacher, and yet you don't understand these
things? "I assure you, we tell you what we know
and have seen, and yet you won't believe our tes-
timony. 2But if you don't believe me when I tell
you about earthly things, how can you possibly
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 3No
one has ever gone to heaven and returned. But
the Son of Man* has come down from heaven.
14And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a
pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must
be lifted up, ®so that everyone who believes in
him will have eternal life.*

6“For this is how God loved the world: He
gave* his one and only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him will not perish but have
eternal life. 7God sent his Son into the world

2:17 Or “Concern for God's house will be my undoing.” Ps 69:9. 3:3 Or born from above; also in 3:7. 3:5 Or and spirit. The Greek word for Spirit
can also be translated wind; see 3:8. 3:6 Greek what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 3:7 The Greek word for you is plural; also in 3:12. 3:13 Some
manuscripts add who lives in heaven. “Son of Man" is a title Jesus used for himself. 3:15 Or everyone who believes will have eternal life in him.

3:16 Or For God loved the world so much that he gave.

3:1-21 A New Teaching Nicodemus was a Pharisee and
a member of the ruling council (called the Sanhedrin). Most
Pharisees were intensely jealous of Jesus because he under-
mined their authority and challenged their views. But Nicode-
mus was searching, and he came to Jesus to be taught. This is
agreat way to come to Jesus—with an open mind and heart
s0 he can teach us the truth about God.

Nicodemus knew from Scripture that the Kingdom ruled
by God would be restored on earth and would incorporate
God's people. But Jesus revealed that the Kingdom would
come to the whole world, not just to the Jews, and that Nic-
odemus wouldn't be a part of it unless he was personally
born again. This was a revolutionary concept: God's Kingdom
isn't national or ethnic; instead, the entrance requirements
are repentance and spiritual rebirth. Jesus later taught that
God's Kingdom has already begun to arrive in the hearts of
believers (Luke 17:21). It will be fully established when Jesus
returns to judge the world and abolish evil forever (Revela-
tion 21-22).

3:5-6 WaterandtheSpirit Whenwe putourtrustinJesus,
we are transformed by the Holy Spirit. “Being born of water”
might refer to physical birth or to Christian baptism, which is

a symbol of receiving new life through faith. This water may
also represent the cleansing action of God's Holy Spirit (Titus
3:5). Nicodemus undoubtedly would have been familiar with
God's promise to give his faithful people a new heart and a
new spirit (Ezekiel 36:25-27). Jesus was explaining the im-
portance of a spiritual rebirth, saying that people enter God's
Kingdom only by receiving a new life from him. (For more on
the Holy Spirit, see page 1309.)

3:14-15 Saved by Faith The mention of the bronze snake
alludes to an episode during the Israelites’ time of wander-
ing in the wilderness (Numbers 21:4-9). During a plague of
poisonous snakes, people who had been bitten by the snakes
could be healed by obeying God's command to look up at
the elevated bronze snake replica Moses had made, believ-
ing that God would heal them. Similarly, we are saved from
our sin when we look up to Jesus—who was “lifted up” on a
wooden pole—Dbelieving that he will save us.

3:16 The Good News in Brief The message of the Good
News comes to a focus in this verse. God's love reaches out
and draws others in.When you love someone dearly, you are
willing to give to them freely, to the point of self-sacrifice.
With his own life, God the Son paid the highest price he could
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not to judge the world, but to save the world
through him.

8“There is no judgment against anyone who
believes in him. Butanyone who does not believe
in him has already been judged for notbelieving
in God's one and only Son. ¥And the judgment
is based on this fact: God's light came into the
world, but people loved the darkness more than
the light, for their actions were evil. 20All who
do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for
fear their sins will be exposed. 2'But those who
do what is right come to the light so others can
see that they are doing what God wants.*"

John the Baptist Exalts Jesus
2Then Jesus and his disciples left Jerusalem and
went into the Judean countryside. Jesus spent
some time with them there, baptizing people.

BAt this time John the Baptist was baptiz-
ing at Aenon, near Salim, because there was
plenty of water there; and people kept com-
ing to him for baptism. 24(This was before John
was thrown into prison.) 25A debate broke out
between John's disciples and a certain Jew*
over ceremonial cleansing. 26So John's disciples
came to him and said, “Rabbi, the man you met
on the other side of the Jordan River, the one
you identified as the Messiah, is also baptizing
people. And everybody is going to him instead
of coming to us.”

2John replied, “No one can receive any-
thing unless God gives it from heaven. 2You
yourselves know how plainly I told you, ‘T am
not the Messiah. I am only here to prepare the
way for him." 21t is the bridegroom who mar-
ries the bride, and the bridegroom's friend
is simply glad to stand with him and hear his
vows. Therefore, I am filled with joy at his suc-
cess.3%He must become greater and greater, and
I must become less and less.

31"He has come from above and is greater
than anyone else. We are of the earth, and we
speak of earthly things, but he has come from
heaven and is greater than anyone else.” 32He
3:21 Or can see God at work in what he is doing. 3:25 Some

manuscripts read some Jews. 3:31 Some manuscripts do not include
and is greater than anyone else.

pay. Jesus took on our punishment, paying the debt for our
sins, and now he offers us the new life he has bought for us.
Tobelieve in him is more than to intellectually agree that Jesus
is God. It means to put our trust and confidence in him and
the fact that he alone can save us. If we do this, the promise of
everlasting life will be ours.

3:31-35 The Son of God The heartbeat of John's Gospel
is the dynamic truth that Jesus Christ is God's Son, the Mes-
siah and the Savior, who existed from the beginning and will
continue to live forever. Your whole spiritual life depends on
your answer to the question Who is Jesus Christ? If a per-
son accepts Jesus as only a prophet or teacher, they have
to reject what he actually taught, because he claimed to be
God's Son—to be God himself. In his life on earth, Jesus was

Nicodemus

SNAPSHOT:
« Amember of the Sanhedrin (the Jewish high council)
who sought out Jesus' teachings

- Risked his reputation to bury Jesus after the
Crucifixion

« Where: Jerusalem
« When: Interacted with Jesus during his ministry,
from around AD 26 or 27 to AD 30

What prompted you to find Jesus and talk with
him? What happened when you did?

As a trained Pharisee, | thought | knew everything
about the Scriptures, but this man talked about God
differently than anyone else did. My fellow Pharisees
often confronted Jesus, trying to trip him up, but |
wanted to hear what he had to say. So | came to
him under the cover of night—and | got more than
| expected! He showed me that | knew next to noth-
ing about life with God. All my training was woefully
insufficient;itcould never give me thelife God wanted
forme.

Why didn't you tell people you were following
Jesus?

Youknow how the moreyou've gottolose, the harder
itis toputiton theline? [ was a successful, respected
member of the high council, and at first | didn't want
to risk my reputation. But God was patient with me
even though | was still an undercover believer. When
the council started talking about eliminating Jesus, |
spoke up forjustice (although | was overruled). Later,
| came forward in a public way by taking Jesus' body
from the cross and giving him a proper burial.

What did you learn about God through your
experience?

God is so much more than our interpretations of him,
even those based on Scripture orsound theology. He's
kind of like the wind:We can't physically see him right
now, but we can see what he's doing and where he's
going. Also, he gives us many chances to grow and
develop—even if little by little—until we're ready to
step forward and walk openly with him.

KEY VERSES:

“There was a man named Nicodemus, a Jewish
religious leader who was a Pharisee. After dark one
evening, he came to speak with Jesus.'Rabbi, he
said, ‘we all know that God has sent you to teach
us.Your miraculous signs are evidence that God is
withyou.” (John3:1-2)

Nicodemus's storyis toldin John 3:1-21; 7:50-52; and 19:38-42.

always filled with and empowered by God's Spirit and totally
connected to the heart and mind of the Father. Now he has
invited us to accept him and live with him eternally. When we
truly understand who Jesus is, believe what he said, and turn
away from our sin and toward him, we will be transformed
by the Holy Spirit and demonstrate that truth by how we live.
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Where to Find It

STORIES

Adam and Eve Genesis 2—4 6
Balaam'’s donkey speaks Numbers 22:21-35 178
Beatitudes Matthew 5:3-12, Luke 6:20-23 1124,1221
Bronze snake Numbers 21:4-9 176
Burning bush Exodus 3 70
Cainand Abel Genesis 4 9
Creation Genesis 1:1-2:7. 4
Daniel in the lions’den Daniel 6 997
David and Bathsheba 2 Samuel 11:1—-12:25 351
David and Goliath 1 Samuel 17 322
Elijah is taken into heaven 2Kings 2:1-18 419
Elijah on Mt. Carmel 1XKings 18 402
Esau sells his birthright Genesis 25:27-34 34
Exodus from Egypt Exodus 12:31-51 81
Faith chapter Hebrews 11 1518
Fiery furnace Daniel 3 991
First Passover Exodus 12:1-30 79
Fruit of the Spirit Galatians 5:22-23 1429
Garden of Eden Genesis 2:4-3:24 6
Gideon and the fleece Judges 6 273
Gideon battles the Midianites Judges 7 275
Gold calf Exodus 32 102
Golden rule Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31 1129, 1224
Great Commission Matthew 28:18-20 1169
Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost Acts 2:1-21 1306
Isaac almost sacrificed Genesis 22 28
Jacob wrestles the angel Genesis 32:22-32 44
Jericho's walls fall down Joshua 6 241
Jesus’baptism Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:29-34........ 1122,1172, 1215, 1266
Jesus’birth Matthew 1:18—2:12; Luke 2:1-20 1118,1212
Jesus’ crucifixion Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-41; Luke 23:26-49;

John 19:16-37 1166, 1202, 1256, 1296
Jesus is the Bread of Life John 6:35 1275
Jesus is the Gate forthe sheep John 10:7-10 1282
Jesus is the Good Shepherd John 10:11-18 1282
Jesus is the Light of the World John 8:12 1278
Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life John 11:25 1284
Jesus is the Vine John 15:1-17 1290
Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life John 14:6-7 1289

Jesus'resurrection Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20-21
Jesus’temptation by Satan Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:
Jesus'transfiguration Matthew 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36

1168, 1204, 1257, 1298
.1122,1172,1216
..1145, 1188, 1230

-1

John the Baptist is killed Matthew 14:1-12; Mark 6:14-29 1141,1183
Jonah and the fish Jonah 1-2 1050
Jordan River parts Joshua 3 238
Joseph sent to Egypt Genesis 37 48

page 1597
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 1127,1233
Lot’s wife turns into salt Genesis 19:12-26 25
Love chapter 1 Corinthians 13 1398
Moses is protected as a baby Exodus 2:1-10 69
Moses’sin (water from the rock) Numbers 20:1-13 175
Naaman is healed of Ieprosy 2Kings 5 424
Nicodemus talks with Jesus about being born again John 3:1-21 1268
Noah and the Flood Genesis 6—9 12
Paul and Silas'’s escape from prison Acts 16:16-40 1334
Paul’s (Saul’s) conversion Acts 9:1-19 1319
Paul’s shipwreck Acts 27:1-28:10 1350
Peter’s escape from prison Acts 12:1-19 1325
Plagues on Egypt Exodus 7-11 74
Rainbow afterthe Flood Genesis 9:1-17 14
Red Sea parts Exodus 14:5-31 82
Samson and Delilah Judges 16:4-22 286
Sermon on the Mount Matthew 5—7; Luke 6:17-49 1124, 1221
Shepherd Psalm Psalm 23 638
Sin enters the world Genesis 3. 8
Sodom and Gomorrah Genesis 19:1-29 24
Stoning of Stephen Acts 6:8—8:1 1314
Sun stands still Joshua 10:1-15. 246
Ten Commandments Exodus 20:1-17 90
Tower of Babel Genesis 11:1-9 15
Wise men visit Jesus Matthew 2:1-12 1119
Zacchaeus meets Jesus Luke 19:1-10 1247

JESUS’ PARABLES
ABOUT GOD'S KINGDOM

The Soils Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23; Mark 4:3-9, 13-20; LuKe 8:4-8, 11-15 ....ooorrsevvrrreee 1139, 1179, 1227
The Weeds Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 1140
The Mustard Seed Matthew 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-19.... 1238
The Yeast (Leaven) Matthew 13:33; Luke 13:20-21 1238
The Treasure Matthew 13:44 1141
The Merchant and the Pearl Matthew 13:45-46 1141
The Fishing Net Matthew 13:47-50 1141
The Growing Seed Mark 4:26-29 1180
ABOUT GOD’S LOVE

The Lost Sheep Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-7 1147, 1241
The Lost Coin Luke 15:8-10. 1241
The Lost Son Luke 15:11-32 1241
ABOUT GOD'’S VALUES

The Unforgiving Servant Matthew 18:21-35 1148
The Two Sons Matthew 21:28-32 1154
The Evil Farmers Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; LukKe 20:9-19........ccooocccrerresssicrrrrre 1154, 1194, 1250
The Marriage Feast Matthew 22:1-14 1155
The Barren Fig Tree Luke 13:6-9 1238
ABOUT SERVICE AND OBEDIENCE

The Workers in the Vineyard Matthew 20:1-16 1150
The Loaned Money (Talents) Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:11-27. .1160, 1248
The Servant’s Role Luke 17:7-10 1244
ABOUT JESUS' RETURN

The Ten Virgins Matthew 25:1-13 1159
The Wise and Faithful Servant Matthew 24:45-51; Luke 12:42-48 ... 1159, 1237

The Traveling Boss Mark 13:34-37 1199
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ABOUT THANKFULNESS

The Forgiven Loans Luke 7:41-48 1226
ABOUT NEIGHBORS

The Good Samaritan Luke 10:30-37 1232
ABOUT PRAYER

The Friend at Midnight Luke 11:5-8 1233
The Persistent Widow and the Unjust Judge Luke 18:1-8 1245
ABOUT WEALTH

The Wealthy Fool Luke 12:16-21 1236
The Great Feast Luke 14:16-24 1240
The Shrewd Manager Luke 16:1-9 1243
ABOUT HUMILITY

The Lowest Seat Luke 14:7-14 1240
The Proud Pharisee and the Corrupt Tax Collector Luke 18:9-14 1245

JESUS’ MIRACLES

Calming a storm Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25.... 1227
Cursing a fig tree Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-14, 20-25 1194
Feeding 5,000 people Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17;

John 6:1-15 1141,1183, 1229, 1274
Feeding 4,000 people Matthew 15:32-39; Mark 8:1-10 1143,1186
Freeing a demon-possessed boy Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29;

Luke 9:37-43 1146, 1189, 1230
Freeing a demon-possessed girl Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30... .1143,1186
Freeing a demon-possessed man Mark 1:23-28; Luke 4:33-37 .1173,1217
Freeing a mute, demon-possessed man Matthew 12:22-23; LUK 11:14...ccvvrvrrmseesrevrrrsss 1138, 1234
Healing a blind man at Bethsaida Mark 8:22-26 1187
Healing a deaf man with a speech impediment Mark 7:31-37 1186
Healing a diseased woman Matthew 9:20-22; Mark 5:25-34; Luke 8:43-48 ................ 1132,1181, 1228
Healing a handicapped woman on the Sabbath Luke 13:10-17 1238
Healing alame man John 5:1-15 1272
Healing a man who was born blind John 9:1-34 1280
Healing a man with leprosy Matthew 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-15 . 1219
Healing a mute, demon-possessed man Matthew 9:32-33 1133
Healing a nobleman’s son at Cana John 4:46-54 1272

Healing a paralyzed man Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26 ..1132,1174, 1220
Healing a Roman officer’s servant Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10........ 1224
Healing a sick man on the Sabbath Luke 14:1-6 1240
Healing a blind beggar Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43... ..1151,1193, 1246
Healing Peter’s mother-in-law Matthew 8:14-15; Mark 1:29-31; Luke 4:38-39........1130, 1174, 1218

Healing ten lepers Luke 17:11-19 1244
Healing two blind men Matthew 9:27-31 1133
Orchestrating the first miraculous catch of fish Luke 5:1-11 1218
Orchestrating the second miraculous catch of fish John 21:1-14 1300
Raising Jairus's daughter from the dead Matthew 9:18-19, 23-26; Mark 5:21-24, 35-43;

Luke 8:41-42, 49-56 1132,1181,1228
Raising Lazarus from the dead John 11:1-44 1283
Raising the widow of Nain’s son from the dead Luke 7:11-17 1225
Restoring a deformed hand on the Sabbath Matthew 12:9-14; Mark 3:1-6;

Luke 6:6-11 1137,1177,1221
Restoring a man’s ear Luke 22:49-51 1254
Revealing a coin in a fish’s mouth Matthew 17:24-27 1146
Sending demons into pigs Matthew 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39................... 1131,1180,1228
Turning water into wine John 2:1-12 1267

Walking on water Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:16-21... ..1142,1184, 1274
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