I have been driven many
times to my knees by the
overwhelming conviction that
I had nowhere else to go.
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During a chapel serviceI attended in my freshman year
of college, I heard about an upcoming Urbana Student
Missions Conference. John Stott was the featured speaker,
and more than twelve thousand students, pastors, and
missionaries were expected to attend. Desiring to go,
yet not wanting to burden my parents for the cost of
the event, I prayed, “God, I would really like to attend
Urbana. Would you please provide the money?” I didn’t
mention my prayer to anyone else. As a student with no
income at the time, I reasoned that if God wanted me
to be at the conference, his provision would make that
clear.
Several weeks later, my mom called me. “Ellen, the
company you worked for over the summer just called to
say that you haven’t cashed your final paycheck yet.”
I was puzzled. “Really? Oh, Mom, I’m sure I cashed or
deposited all of my paychecks. But just in case, could you
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check my bedroom closet? I stored my paycheck stubs in a
shoebox on the shelf.”
I waited while my mom ran upstairs to look. A minute or so later, she was back on the phone. “Guess what
I found in that shoebox!” she exclaimed. “One uncashed
paycheck on top of all the stubs!”
I was amazed. I’d heard of this kind of surprise
happening to other people, but not to me. And then I
remembered . . . I had prayed that God would provide
funds for me to attend Urbana, having no clue that the
money could appear in the form of an uncashed check.
After looking at the registration form for the conference,
I realized that the amount of the uncashed paycheck my
mom reported to me would not only pay for me to attend
the event, it would also cover my transportation there and
back.
I was gratefully humbled by God’s generous provision.
He had heard—and answered—my prayer with such a
clear answer. With newfound confidence I signed up, even
though I didn’t know anyone else who was attending. Not
surprisingly, I loved every minute of it.
That experience changed me significantly. Knowing
that God heard my prayer bolstered my faith and
prompted me to keep praying, for myself and for others.
Years later, I’m more convinced than ever that God hears
our petitions and provides what we need. After reading
through the Bible many times, I’m also convinced that
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God is the only one who has overcome the world and has
the power to transform us from the inside out. For me,
this change began by poring over the words in the Bible
and pouring my heart out to God.
The best part of my day is the time I spend reading
my One Year Bible each morning. God’s Word renews my
life and shapes my prayers. After reading that God created the world, I’m more mindful to thank him for things
like pink hydrangeas, blue herons, or yellow corn on the
cob. When I hit a snag and begin to worry, I’m reminded
that since God feeds the birds who don’t plant, harvest,
or store food, he will certainly care for me. Pondering
this promise prompts me to say, “God, please help me in
this quagmire I’m facing, especially in moments when my
faith is weak.”
As you look through these selections, you might find
phrases that describe things you’ve been thinking or praying about. Sometimes, listening in on another person’s
thoughts and words helps us make sense of our own.
We’re glad to know we’re not alone in our journeys. Please
feel free to read a prayer aloud at a gathering, use portions
of prayers in a greeting card or e‑mail, or adapt the wording of a prayer to better reflect your particular situation.
Arranged alphabetically by specific occasions or topics, this book contains a total of 176 prayers. All of the
specific-occasion prayers are original. Others are prayers
from the Bible, stanzas from hymns that can be used as

prayers or even sung, and prayers said throughout history.
Hopefully, you’ll find some that are meaningful to your
life and situation.
Over the years, I’ve reflected on how much my life
was influenced by attending the Urbana Student Missions
Conference in college. It surely sparked my interest in
reading God’s Word and in seeing his work being accomplished around the world. I had no idea then that as life
unfolded, I would end up working alongside my husband
in Christian publishing, traveling with him throughout the world, and glimpsing how God’s Word changes
people’s lives—ours included. My prayer for you is that
God’s answer to one of your prayers might change your
life today and impact other lives in the future.

INTRODUCTION
xi


Some people think
God does not like to
be troubled with
our constant coming
and asking. The way
to trouble God is
not to come at all.
D. L. Moody



PArt One

Prayers for
Specific Occasions

ANNIVERSARY
on my wedding anniversary,
I have much to thank you for. You have blessed me with
a husband who is thoughtful, responsible, and dependable.
In your kind providence, you’ve allowed us to establish a
home, grow in harmony, and serve side by side—wherever
we are.
We’ve collected thousands of shared memories over
the years. You’ve seen the times we’ve laughed together,
cried together, and had deep discussions about things we
have read, heard, and experienced. Through joys and sorrows, summers and winters, we’ve known that your presence has been with us. At times when the going has been
uncertain, we’re thankful you’ve been alongside us, guarding, guiding, and protecting. Thank you not only for our
immediate family, but also for the extended church family
and circle of friends you’ve blessed us with—to celebrate
with us in happy times and offer support to us in difficult
times. These people have consistently prayed for us, and
we have seen you provide all that we need.
Thank you for the unfailing love you have shown
to us, Father. May our love for you and for each other
continue to increase and be a lasting tribute to your
faithfulness.

Gi ver o f l if e a nd lov e,
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BAPTISM OF AN ADULT

P ray ers f or S peci f ic O ccasions

Lor d, today I will witness the baptism of my friend and
joyfully celebrate her faith. Even though I have seen many
baptisms, each one I attend stirs something deep inside
me. I feel joy and wonder, mixed with mystery. It’s been
beautiful to watch my friend’s faith grow and hear her
declare that she wants to follow you.
None of us can follow you perfectly, Lord Jesus. This
was the case in your disciples’ lives, men who sometimes
failed despite their best intentions. You are the only person who never wandered, but lived in perfect fellowship
with your heavenly Father. Even so, you have instructed
us to embrace the act of baptism as a sign of our spiritual
union with you.
On this day, Lord, make yourself known intimately to
my friend, as she keeps her focus on you. Please imprint
on her mind your lasting calling, and may you strengthen,
guide, and continue the good work which you have begun
in her life. May all of us who witness this event provide
our friendship and support in the days to come. Amen.
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BEDTIME
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Dea r Fath er, “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray
the Lord my soul to keep.” These words, plucked from
a familiar children’s prayer, still resonate with me.
Somewhere deep inside me, they tap into adult-sized fears
that sometimes surface in the night. Though my slumber
might be disturbed by bumps and creaks, it’s more often
my uncertainties of the future or fears of complicated
tasks and relationships that leave me tossing and turning.
Yet all the while, Lord, you quietly and sovereignly watch
over me. No problem or situation is unknown to you or
too big for you to solve. No care or fear I have is beyond
the scope of your understanding. Tonight instead of
counting my worries or even counting sheep, may I rest
in the countless ways you provide for me. For you are the
Good Shepherd, I am your lamb, and you have promised
to be with me.

How precious are your thoughts about me, O God.
They cannot be numbered!
I can’t even count them;
they outnumber the grains of sand!
And when I wake up,
you are still with me!
PSALM 139:17-18

BIRTHDAY OF A FRIEND

P ray ers f or S peci f ic O ccasions

Fat her of each bi r t h d ay, I’m happy to celebrate the
day my friend was born. You were there that day, God.
You saw that her parents were out of their minds with
excitement over the life you began nine months earlier
and gave to them as a gift. Now an adult, my friend is
a woman who sparkles, glows, and radiates your love to
people around her. I feel rich for knowing her.
You describe your creative work in us as wonderfully
complex, to which some around us might smile and say
a hearty “Amen!” Whenever life feels especially complex
to my friend, please help her remember that you always
understand us—even on days we can’t seem to understand
ourselves.
Loving Maker, please help my friend remember that
before she was born, every single moment of her life was
known to you. You have been, you are, and you will continue to be with her each day. May she trust you to be her
faithful guide. Your thoughts about each of us are precious, and they can’t be numbered. Please help my friend
to feel cherished in your sight.
Please satisfy her each day with your unfailing love,
and bless her generously in the year ahead. Thank you,
Father, for giving me such a special friend.
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BLENDED FAMILIES
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H eav en ly Fath er , I come to you with blended families
on my heart. Whether it’s the blending of a treasured
child with adoptive parents, a child who is being raised
by either grandparents or a family friend, or second marriages combining new children or new spouses, blended
families face all of the usual challenges of a family, plus a
few extras.
Please give these friends wisdom and understanding,
especially as each member of their family adjusts to new
roles. May they relate to each other with patience and
kindness, and speak the truth in love. Help them avoid
passive or aggressive attitudes, choosing instead to discuss
their feelings and concerns in respectful ways that honor
each family member involved.
Please provide healing, over time, for unpleasant
memories of the past that sometimes collide with things
in the present. When they need fresh vision and helpful
perspectives, please lead them to wise counselors. And
Father, kindly knit their hearts together as only you can.
For all this, we offer you great thanks.

BRIDAL SHOWER
as friends and family of this loving couple,
we’ve gathered to celebrate their upcoming marriage.
Thank you for designing marriage and for blessing this
radiant bride and groom with the gift of each other. We’re
grateful for the heritage you’ve given them through their
parents and grandparents.
We joyfully shower this couple with gifts today
because we’re eager to launch them on their way. In addition to the beautifully wrapped presents, we also offer our
prayers on their behalf. Please nudge us to pray for them
as they come to mind. Our prayers are gifts that keep on
giving.
Please satisfy this husband and wife from the fountain of your unfailing love. Remind them how much you
love them, and give them love to share with each other.
When they face challenges in small, moderate, and large
things—as all married couples do—may they run to you,
ask for wisdom and help, and find you to be their strength
and peace. Please help them look for ways to cherish one
another every day.
Shine your face on this couple, Lord, and bless them
with a fruitful and understanding marriage. In the name
of Jesus, our faithful Lover.

Fat her G od,
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BUSY DAY AT WORK
L ord, today will be a very busy day. Meetings are scheduled, problems need to be solved, and certain tasks must
be completed. No doubt there will be interruptions,
which sometimes throw me off balance. I haven’t even
begun working, and I feel overwhelmed just thinking
about it all.
Lord, calm my spirit and relieve my anxiety so I can
think clearly. Give me wisdom to perceive what’s most
important and perseverance to complete the projects I
begin. You have always been there in the past. Many times,
you have intervened and brought unexpected blessings out
of difficult challenges. Help me to remember those blessings and to be a good and faithful servant today. Amen.
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Work willingly at whatever you do, as though
you were working for the Lord rather than for
people. Remember that the Lord will give you
an inheritance as your reward, and that the
Master you are serving is Christ.
COLOSSIANS 3:23-24

