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SHOU T JOY F U L 

PR A IS E S TO G OD, 

A L L T H E E A RT H!

SI NG A BOU T T H E GLORY 

OF H IS NA M E!

T E L L T H E WOR LD 

HOW GLOR IOUS H E IS.

P S A L M  6 6 : 1 - 2



Introduction

SCRIPTURES SAY,  “For ever since the world was created, 

people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God 

made, [we] can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and 

divine nature. So [we] have no excuse for not knowing God” (Romans 

1:20). Everything God has created is a wonder to behold. If we look 

closely, we find lessons in our observations.

Writers of the Bible taught lessons through all aspects of the natu-

ral world, including plants and animals, reptiles and insects. King 

David used metaphors of sheep and pastures. Solomon wrote proverbs 

about sparrows and dogs, pigs and vipers, ants, hyraxes, locusts, and 

lizards. The prophets warned of how God could stop the rain and 

bring climate change. When Jesus walked the earth, He spoke about 

wheat and tares, the mustard seed, a pearl, seeds and soil.

God is an artist, and the earth and the universe are His canvas. From 

the microscopic complexities of an atom to the immense, expand-

ing universe with nebulae, black holes, and galaxies, God shows His 

power and majesty, His attention to detail, and His great and unfail-

ing love for us. Jesus said if people did not praise Him, “The stones 

will cry out!” (Luke 19:40, niv).

When I was a girl, my family traveled, camped, and explored God’s 

creation. I tried to do the same with my children. It’s in my DNA, 
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so the idea of writing earth psalms as worship to the Lord sprang 

from my heart. Once I started, I couldn’t help but praise Him for 

the diversity and beauty of His handiwork. I sought lessons and hid-

den messages in the myriad animals, plants, reptiles, and insects God 

has made. Now I have the privilege of sharing with you some of my 

observations.

Before now, I’d often considered writing a devotional, but I knew 

I wanted more than my limited view and personal insights. Tyndale 

graciously connected me with Karin Buursma, who has enriched my 

offering with hymns, quotes, reflections, and applications for con-

necting with God.

A painting is not the painter, but the passion of the artist’s heart is 

revealed through his work. Karin and I hope this book will encourage 
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you to look at the world God created and search for the subtle mes-

sages that will expand your love for Him and your desire for a closer 

relationship with Him. So lean in, look more closely at the treasure 

trove, and seek Him. What lessons might God have embedded in the 

plants, animals, life cycles, and characteristics of His immense, com-

plex, and marvelous creation? From the depths of the sea to the far 

reaches of space are countless blessings the Lord offers you. Ask the 

Holy Spirit to open your eyes, ears, and heart to receive what God 

has for you.

Enjoy!

xi





1

 Faithfulness  
Day & Night

The faithful love of the Lord never ends!
His mercies never cease.

Great is his faithfulness;
his mercies begin afresh each morning.

L A M E N TAT IONS  3 : 2 2 - 2 3

RICK AND I GET UP EARLY,  and we’re often treated to a 

sunrise casting its glow along the horizon. Early evening brings 

the sunset. Each winter, winds strip our oak of its broad leaves, so we 

can see the full blaze of glory from our deck.

Colors, so many colors. Sunrise often brings pinks, lavenders, and 

pale yellows that give way to pale blue above a sea of white cotton 

clouds. By five o’clock, the sun is going down. One night, the sky was 

molten hot red with streaks of fiery orange and gold. Another night, 

the clouds turned lavender and pink, then purple. When the sun dis-

appeared, the sky turned indigo, then black with diamond dust tossed 

onto heavenly canvas.

Sunrise, sunset. Both amaze us. Each day is different, unique, rich 
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Satisfy us each morning 
            with your unfailing love. P S A L M  9 0 : 1 4

in variant hues, with swirls of gauzy cloud designs that change shape 

and color by the minute—all painted by the Artist as we watch in awe.

I have come to see these times of incredible beauty as God’s daily 

greetings, a reminder that He loves us and is ever present. We are 

never alone. We can speak with Him anytime, day or night. Sunrise is 

God’s “Good morning.” I can look forward to the day, knowing He 

will guide and protect me. As Scripture tells us, “His mercies begin 

afresh each morning.” What a wonderful promise! Yesterday’s mis-

takes don’t carry over. Today is a new beginning, and God can open 

my eyes to new friends, possibilities, opportunities. And then, in the 
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evening as the sun goes down in all its glory, God’s “Good night” 

reassures me that I am in His hand and on His heart, and He watches 

over me as I sleep. Morning, evening, or in the darkest stretches of 

the night, He is never off duty.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

“A M A Z I NG  G R AC E ”
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R EF LEC T 

What does it mean that God’s mercies are new, or fresh, every day? 

How can remembering God’s faithful presence and protection give 

you peace as you go about your daily activities?

A PPLY 

This week, make an effort to view at least one sunrise and one sunset, 

observing the incredible beauty of our Creator. Choose one Scripture 

passage to read every morning and another every evening (perhaps 

Lamentations 3:22-23 in the morning and Psalm 121 at night). Let 

these truths about God’s presence, mercy, and loving protection fill 

your mind and influence your thoughts through the day and the night.

CON N EC T W I T H G OD 

Lord God, I am grateful for Your amazing sunrises and sunsets, which 
remind me of Your love and Your presence. Thank You that Your mercies 
begin afresh each day. Your forgiveness allows me to begin every morning 
anew, ready to see what You have for me. In the evening, when I lie down 
to sleep, may I rest in the knowledge that You have been with me all day 
and will continue to watch over me.

Satisfy us each morning with your unfailing love,
so we may sing for joy to the end of our lives.

P S A LM  9 0 : 1 4
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Prayer Leads to Peace
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell 
God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.Then you will 
experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. 
His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.

PH I LI PPI A NS 4:6-7

IN THE WORDS OF WINSTON CHURCHILL,  “Never 

give in. Never give in. Never, never, never, never.” That must be 

the rallying call of the woodpeckers in our neighborhood, some of 

whom have decided the vent holes beneath our eaves are the perfect 

location for a new house. We’ve had one pesky fellow trying to widen 

the access to our attic. He managed to get through the wire mesh and 

pull out some insulation.

We wouldn’t have known he was at work if he hadn’t decided to 

put his machine-gun beak into our bedroom wall. I leapt off the 

Exercycle, ran to the wall, and pounded—with both fists. Silence. For 

one whole minute. I had no sooner returned to cycling than he was 

back at work. This time I ran out of the room, down the stairs, and 

out through the back door. He fluttered calmly away and took a break 

5



on the oak down the hill. I know he was smirking; I could feel it. I 

went back inside. By the time I reached the bedroom, he was back at 

the wall, probably laughing.

Such persistence!

He reminds me of the worries that can come rat-a-tatting at my 

mind, usually late at night. The doubts and fears flutter in, and I try 

to rat-a-tat some kind of solution. Then I remember: God is God, and 

I’m not. Which means I have a decision to make: keep rat-a-tatting, 

or let go and let God work.

We called Stan, our contractor, and he sent out Alan to cover the 

woodpecker’s holes with metal vents. When we find ourselves drilling 

our own holes through constant worry, we can cover those vulnerable 

places with prayer, which redirects our thought processes and keeps 

us focused on Jesus. And in Philippians 4, God promises that when 

we release our worries and turn instead to prayer, He will give us His 

peace—peace that’s beyond anything we can understand. His peace 

will guard our hearts and minds from the anxieties that can be as 

persistent as a woodpecker.

Not to be discouraged, the woodpecker has started drilling his way 

into the telephone pole across the street. It’s a good reminder to be 

diligent in prayer and not let worries flutter back and nest in my head.

“Worry is like a rocking chair: it gives you something to do,  
but it gets you nowhere.”

E R M A  B O M B E C K

6



Woodpeckers can peck up 
            to twenty times per second.

The Lord blesses them with peace.
P S A L M  2 9 : 1 1



R EF LEC T 

What worries are keeping you from resting in God’s peace? Spend a 

few minutes outside (or, if it’s too wet or cold, look out a window). 

Look for evidence of God’s presence and His loving care in nature, 

and remember that it extends to you, too.

A PPLY 

This week, reread Philippians 4:6-7. When you’re anxious, choose 

to turn away from worry and toward prayer, away from anxiety and 

toward God’s peace.

CON N EC T W I T H G OD

Lord, it’s so easy to fall into worry. When my fears are reverberating in my 
mind, help me to stop trying to fix everything myself. Teach me to turn to 
You in prayer, trust You to be in charge, and let Your peace reign over me.

The Lord gives his people strength.
The Lord blesses them with peace. 

P S A LM  2 9 : 1 1
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Variety in Creation
Then God said, “Let the land sprout with vegetation—every sort of 
seed-bearing plant, and trees that grow seed-bearing fruit. These 
seeds will then produce the kinds of plants and trees from which they 
came.” And that is what happened. The land produced vegetation—all 
sorts of seed-bearing plants, and trees with seed-bearing fruit. Their 
seeds produced plants and trees of the same kind. And God saw that it 
was good. GEN E SIS 1 :11-12

I LOVE WALKING THROUGH  the produce section of 

our local grocery store and looking at all the apples—Golden 

Delicious, Red Delicious, Granny Smith, Gala, Braeburn, Fuji—all 

different colors and all beautiful. Did you know there are 7,500 kinds 

of apples in the world?

Apples are very interesting.

Every seed in an apple contains genetic instructions for a completely 

new and different apple tree. Though it seems counter intuitive, if 

you plant seeds from a Honeycrisp apple, the resulting tree will not 

produce Honeycrisp apples. The fruit could be large or small, tart or 

sweet, crisp or soft. The only way to reproduce one particular vari-

ety is to graft its branch onto another tree. This extreme variability 

is called heterozygosity, and this aspect of apples gives these trees 
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Romans first brought apple trees to England. Centuries later, 
colonists brought them to the United States. John Chapman, 

better known as Johnny Appleseed, is credited with spreading 
apple trees westward in the US. 



the ability to make their home everywhere—from California to New 

Zealand or Kazakhstan. Every human being is unique, because we are 

heterozygous too.

Not only do apples smell and taste good, they are one of the many 

miracles of God’s creation. Every single apple tree grown from a seed 

produces apples different in color, smell, and taste from those on any 

other tree. Over time, people have picked a few favorites out of God’s 

vast crop and grafted the trees to reproduce them. Now we know what 

we’re getting. No surprises.

That’s not God’s way. He loves variety in apples and in people. In 

Psalm 104, the psalmist exclaims, “O Lord, what a variety of things 

you have made!” (v. 24). The Creation account in Genesis 1 details the 

array of plants and creatures God made—“all sorts” of vegetation and 

animals, not to mention birds of the air and creatures of the sea. He 

could have created a much simpler natural world, but instead He made 

one that overflows with color, variety, and original design. And He 

has created humans with the same variety as well. While our culture 

might tell us that we have to look a certain way to be attractive, act 

a certain way to be well-liked, or own certain things to be success-

ful, that boring sameness doesn’t reflect God’s ideal. We can revel in 

being part of His wonderfully varied creation.

“Whenever I am afield or outdoors, there steals over  
me the acute consciousness that I am confronted on every hand  

by the superb workmanship of my Father. It is as if every tree, rock, 
river, flower, mountain, bird, or blade of grass had stamped  

upon it the indelible label, ‘Made by God.’”
P H I L L I P  K E L L E R
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R EF LEC T

In what ways do you think our culture encourages sameness? Why? 

How does variety in appearance, attitudes, talents, and personality 

reflect God’s character?

A PPLY

This week, observe the differences in the people around you. Do you 

find it difficult to appreciate any of their characteristics—or any of 

your own? Ask God to help you value the amazing variety of His 

creation.

CON N EC T W I T H G OD

Lord, at times I feel pressure to fit in with those around me. It can seem 
like there’s only one right way to look or act. I’m so grateful that You cre-
ated the world with remarkable variety—far beyond what was functional 
or needed, but solely for Your own pleasure and ours! Help me to value that 
variety in myself and others, marveling in the richness of Your creativity.

O Lord, what a variety of things you have made!
In wisdom you have made them all.
The earth is full of your creatures.

Here is the ocean, vast and wide,
teeming with life of every kind,
both large and small.

P S A LM  10 4 : 2 4 - 25
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Protective Father
The Lord your God is going ahead of you. He will fight for you, just 
as you saw him do in Egypt. And you saw how the Lord your God 
cared for you all along the way as you traveled through the wilderness, 
just as a father cares for his child. Now he has brought you to this place.

DEU T ERONOM Y 1:30-31

SOME YEARS AGO,  while working at our warehouse, Rick 

called me on the intercom and said a mother quail was out back 

with her chicks. I came running, and we watched from the delivery 

doorway as the quail pecked for seeds and bugs among the grass 

behind our building. The chicks scurried around their mother like 

little puffs of tan cotton, unaware of us—or of danger lurking close by.

We spotted a cat crouched and sneaking toward them. Rick was 

about to grab an airplane gear to heave at the predator when we 

both heard a high-pitched chirrup from somewhere above us. The 

mother quail immediately spread her wings, the chicks fled beneath, 

and she flattened to the ground—motionless, protecting her babies 

with her body, and perfectly camouflaged in the grass. We stared, 

amazed. Then, out of nowhere, the father quail appeared. He had 
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Hide me in the shadow of your wings. 
P S A L M  1 7 : 8



been perched on the edge of the roof next door, watching and ready 

to signal any danger. Down he came, right at that cat. Bam! Startled, 

the cat jumped back. Again the male defended his family, and the 

frightened cat took off.

We had just witnessed a living example of what God our Father 

is like. Like the father quail, He watches from a high place and sees 

everything going on around us. He warns us when danger approaches 

and knows how to fight the battle to protect us from the evil one, just 

as He did for the Israelites entering the Promised Land. God is also 

our shelter, like the mother quail spreading her wings over her chicks. 

We can run to Him, knowing that we are safe in His presence.

God loves us with an everlasting love, and He is worthy of our com-

plete trust. So when we hear Him warning us of danger, we need to 

act quickly in obedience. As Psalm 17:8 says, He will hide us in the 

shelter of His wings. We can rest there without fear, knowing that 

He is in control.

Under His wings I am safely abiding;
Though the night deepens and tempests are wild,
Still I can trust Him—I know He will keep me;
He has redeemed me and I am His child.

“ U N DE R  H I S  W I NG S  I  A M  S A F E LY  A BI DI NG ”

R EF LEC T 

How have you seen God protect you or others in the past? What dan-

gers might He be warning you about? How can you turn to Him when 

trouble comes?
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A PPLY 

This week, when you face a challenging situation, remember that you 

live in God’s protection. Let your first reaction be to run to Him for 

security.

CON N EC T W I T H G OD

Lord God, thank You for watching over me, for warning me when danger 
is near, and for protecting me. Help me never to forget how much You care 
for me. I trust You, Lord. I want to run to You when trouble comes.

Show me your unfailing love in wonderful ways.
By your mighty power you rescue
those who seek refuge from their enemies.

Guard me as you would guard your own eyes.
Hide me in the shadow of your wings.

P S A LM  17 : 7 - 8
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Q uails typically make their nests on 
     the ground. Their coloring effectively  
     camouflages them in the grass.
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