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Welcome to The Life. 
In these pages you can begin to get acquainted 

with God’s story through reading the story of the 

life of Jesus and his earliest followers straight from 

the Bible—or at least part of the Bible (there’s 

plenty more where this came from). 

But you might be surprised to find that this is not just God’s story: It is 
actually about your story, too. Up to this point you might have thought 
God’s story doesn’t have much to do with your story—or anybody else’s, 
for that matter.

Think about everyone’s story as a circle. Maybe you would draw the 
relationship between your story and God’s story like this…

YOUR 
STORY

GOD’S 
STORY



 v

But that’s not really right, is it? Our stories are all connected. At the 
very least the Bible shows us that God’s story touches us all. Even 
when we don’t see how.

This is better…

Drawing circles that represent life stories can also help us think about 
whose stories overlap the most with our own.

For example, you might think differently about your friend and your 
best friend.

When we read the Bible with open minds, we’ll notice that God is trying 
to help us know enough about his story so that we can join with him, 
letting him shape our own stories and those of others.

GOD’S 
STORY

YOUR 
STORY

GOD’S 
STORY

YOUR 
STORY

YOUR 
FRIEND’S

STORY GOD’S 
STORY

YOUR BEST 
FRIEND’S

STORY

YOUR 
STORY



GOD’S 
STORY

YOUR 
STORY

THEIR
STORY
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What would it look like for more and 
more of your life story to be intertwined 
with more and more of God’s?

As you’ll read here, Jesus Christ came to show us how that works. Jesus 
is the centerpiece of God’s story.

That’s why we chose these portions of the Bible. No matter how you 
might draw your connection with God right now, in these pages you can 
learn about God for yourself through the writings of those who knew 
Jesus Christ personally.

And your connection with God can change.

For the moment, set aside others’ stories (their story) and imagine how 
your story could be different if you get totally caught up in God’s story.  
What’s stopping you? Start reading!



1C
H

A
P

T
E

R

Jesus is God.  
He was there from 
the beginning of 
everything. In fact, 
everything was  
created through him.

John 1:16    1
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THE BOOK OF JOHN
The Bible gives us four Gospels—books that tell the story of who Jesus 
is and why it matters. John was written by one of his closest followers, 
an eyewitness to Jesus’ life and teachings.

Jesus Is No 
Ordinary Man
 1:1 In the beginning the Word already 

existed.
The Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

 2 He existed in the beginning with 
God.

 3 God created everything through 
him,

and nothing was created except 
through him.

 4 The Word gave life to everything 
that was created,

and his life brought light to 
everyone.

 5 The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness can never 

extinguish it.
6

 God sent a man, John the Baptist, 
7

 to tell about the light so that every one 
might believe because of his testimony. 
8

 John himself was not the light; he was 
simply a witness to tell about the light. 
9

 The one who is the true light, who 
gives light to every one, was coming 
into the world.

10
 He came into the very world he 

created, but the world didn’t recog
nize him. 11

 He came to his own people, 
and even they rejected him. 12

 But to all 
who believed him and accepted him, 
he gave the right to become children 

of God. 13
 They are reborn—not with a 

physical birth resulting from human 
passion or plan, but a birth that comes 
from God.

14
 So the Word became human and 

made his home among us. He was full 
of unfailing love and faithfulness. And 
we have seen his glory, the glory of the 
Father’s one and only Son.

15
 John testified about him when he 

shouted to the crowds, “This is the 
one I was talking about when I said, 
‘Someone is coming after me who is far 
greater than I am, for he existed long 
before me.’”

16
 From his abundance we have all 



Jesus is a willing and perfect  
sacrifice who deals with  
our sin problem—our  
self-centered DNA  
that keeps us  
from God. 

2    John 1:17
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received one gracious blessing after an
other. 17

 For the law was given through 
 Moses, but God’s unfailing love and 
faithfulness came through  Jesus Christ. 
18

 No one has ever seen God. But the 
unique One, who is himself God, is 
near to the Father’s heart. He has re
vealed God to us.

John the Baptist Identifies Himself
19

 This was John’s testimony when the 
Jew ish leaders sent priests and Temple 
assistants from Je ru sa lem to ask John, 
“Who are you?” 20

 He came right out 
and said, “I am not the Messiah.”

21
 “Well then, who are you?” they 

asked. “Are you Eli jah?”
“No,” he replied.
“Are you the Prophet we are 

expecting?”
“No.”
22

 “Then who are you? We need an 
answer for those who sent us. What do 
you have to say about yourself?”

23
 John replied in the words of the 

prophet Isa iah: 

“I am a voice shouting in the 
wilderness,

‘Clear the way for the Lord’s 
coming!’”

24
 Then the Phar i sees who had been 

sent 25
 asked him, “If you aren’t the Mes

siah or Eli jah or the Prophet, what right 
do you have to baptize?”

26
 John told them, “I baptize with 

water, but right here in the crowd 
is someone you do not recognize. 
27

 Though his ministry follows mine, 
I’m not even worthy to be his slave and 
untie the straps of his sandal.”

28
 This encounter took place in Beth

a ny, an area east of the Jordan River, 
where John was baptizing.

Jesus Is Greater than John
29

 The next day John saw  Jesus coming 
toward him and said, “Look! The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! 30

 He is the one I was 
talking about when I said, ‘A man is 
coming after me who is far greater 
than I am, for he existed long before 



2/// continued on page 7

John 2:2    3
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me.’ 31
 I did not recognize him as the 

Messiah, but I have been baptizing 
with water so that he might be revealed 
to Is ra el.”

32
 Then John testified, “I saw the 

Holy Spirit descending like a dove 
from heaven and resting upon him. 33

 I 
didn’t know he was the one, but when 
God sent me to baptize with water, he 
told me, ‘The one on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and rest is the one who 
will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34

 I 
saw this happen to  Jesus, so I testify 
that he is the Chosen One of God.”

Jesus’ First Followers
35

 The following day John was again 
standing with two of his disciples. 36

 As 
 Jesus walked by, John looked at him 
and declared, “Look! There is the Lamb 
of God!” 37

 When John’s two disciples 
heard this, they followed  Jesus.

38
  Jesus looked around and saw them 

following. “What do you want?” he 
asked them.

They replied, “Rab bi” (which means 
“Teacher”), “where are you staying?”

39
 “Come and see,” he said. It was 

about four o’clock in the afternoon 
when they went with him to the place 
where he was staying, and they re
mained with him the rest of the day.

40
 An drew, Si mon Pe ter’s brother, 

was one of these men who heard what 
John said and then followed  Jesus. 
41

 An drew went to find his brother, Si
mon, and told him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which means “Christ”).

42
 Then An drew brought Si mon to 

meet  Jesus. Looking intently at Si mon, 
 Jesus said, “Your name is Si mon, son of 
John—but you will be called Ce phas” 
(which means “Pe ter”).

43
 The next day  Jesus decided to go 

to Gal i lee. He found Phil ip and said to 
him, “Come, follow me.” 44

 Phil ip was 
from Beth sa i da, An drew and Pe ter’s 
hometown.

45
 Phil ip went to look for Na thanael 

and told him, “We have found the very 
person  Moses and the prophets wrote 
about! His name is  Jesus, the son of Jo
seph from Naz a reth.”

46
 “Naz a reth!” exclaimed Na thanael. 

“Can anything good come from 
Naz a reth?”

“Come and see for yourself,” Phil ip 
replied.

47
 As they approached,  Jesus said, 

“Now here is a genuine son of Is ra el—a 
man of complete integrity.”

48
 “How do you know about me?” Na

thanael asked.
 Jesus replied, “I could see you under 

the fig tree before Phil ip found you.”
49

 Then Na thanael exclaimed, “Rab
bi, you are the Son of God—the King 
of Is ra el!”

50
  Jesus asked him, “Do you believe 

this just because I told you I had seen 
you under the fig tree? You will see 
greater things than this.” 51

 Then he 
said, “I tell you the truth, you will all 
see heaven open and the angels of God 
going up and down on the Son of Man, 
the one who is the stairway between 
heaven and earth.”

Jesus Makes His 
Presence Known
2:1The next day there was a wedding 
celebration in the village of Cana in 
Gal i lee.  Jesus’ mother was there, 2

 and 



4    Luke 5:1
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Jesus Attracts People From  
the Margins

O ne day as  Jesus was preaching on the shore of the 
Sea of Gal i lee, great crowds pressed in on him to listen to 
the word of God. 2

 He noticed two empty boats at the wa
ter’s edge, for the fisher men had left them and were washing their 
nets. 3 Stepping into one of the boats,  Jesus asked Si mon, its owner, 
to push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the 
crowds from there.

4
 When he had finished speaking, he said to Si mon, “Now go 

out where it is deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.”
5

 “Master,” Si mon replied, “we worked hard all last night and 
didn’t catch a thing. But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” 
6

 And this time their nets were so full of fish they began to tear! 7
 A 

shout for help brought their partners in the other boat, and soon 
both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking.

8
 When Si mon Pe ter realized what had happened, he fell to his 

knees before  Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m too 
much of a sinner to be around you.” For he was awestruck by the 
number of fish they had caught, as were the others with him. His 
partners, James and John, the sons of Zeb e dee, were also amazed.

 Jesus replied to Si mon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be 
fishing for people!” And as soon as they landed, they left every
thing and followed  Jesus.

Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy
12

 In one of the villages,  Jesus met a man with an advanced case of 
leprosy. When the man saw  Jesus, he bowed with his face to the 
ground, begging to be healed. “Lord,” he said, “if you are willing, 
you can heal me and make me clean.”

13
  Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. 

“Be healed!” And instantly the leprosy disappeared. 14
 Then  Jesus 



Luke 5:17    5

instructed him not to tell anyone what had happened. He said, 
“Go to the priest and let him examine you. Take along the offering 
required in the law of  Moses for those who have been healed of lep
rosy. This will be a public testimony that you have been cleansed.”

15
 But despite  Jesus’ instructions, the report of his power spread 

even faster, and vast crowds came to hear him preach and to be 
healed of their diseases. 16 But  Jesus often withdrew to the wilder
ness for prayer.

Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man
17

 One day while  Jesus was teaching, some Phar i sees and teach
ers of religious law were sitting nearby. (It seemed that these men 
showed up from every village in all Gal i lee and Ju dea, as well as 
from Je ru sa lem.) And the Lord’s healing power was strongly with 
 Jesus.

Jesus is popular, but 
not like a movie star. 
He’s more like the guy 
everybody wants to 
be around because 
he is both kind and 
intriguing.



6    Luke 5:18

18
 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a sleeping mat. 

They tried to take him inside to  Jesus, 19
 but they couldn’t reach 

him because of the crowd. So they went up to the roof and took off 
some tiles. Then they lowered the sick man on his mat down into 
the crowd, right in front of  Jesus. 20

 Seeing their faith,  Jesus said to 
the man, “Young man, your sins are forgiven.”

21
 But the Phar i sees and teachers of religious law said to them

selves, “Who does he think he is? That’s blasphemy! Only God can 
forgive sins!”

22
  Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why 

do you question this in your hearts? 23
 Is it easier to say ‘Your sins 

are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up and walk’? 24
 So I will prove to you that 

the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then 
 Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand up, pick up 
your mat, and go home!”

25
 And immediately, as every one watched, the man jumped up, 

picked up his mat, and went home praising God. 26
 Every one was 

gripped with great wonder and awe, and they praised God, exclaim
ing, “We have seen amazing things today!”

Jesus Accepts Anyone Who Is Willing to Follow Him
27

 Later, as  Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi 
sitting at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” 
 Jesus said to him. 28

 So Levi got up, left every thing, and followed 
him.

29
 Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with  Jesus as the guest 

of honor. Many of Levi’s fellow tax collectors and other guests also 
ate with them. 30

 But the Phar i sees and their teachers of religious 
law complained bitterly to  Jesus’ disciples, “Why do you eat and 
drink with such scum?”

31
  Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick 

people do. 32
 I have come to call not those who think they are righ

teous, but those who know they are sinners and need to repent.” 

L U k E  5:1 -3 2 continued
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