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Introduction

The goal of Divine Moments for Leaders is to help you experi-
ence a breakthrough with God, to show you how and where 
God is at work in your life to get your attention each day. If 
the Bible is really a blueprint for living, then God, through 
his Word, should be able to respond to any question you 
have for him. And he does! As you read the questions and 
Scripture in this book, it is amazing to see how God’s an-
swers to your daily needs are so clear and help you see with 
“spiritual eyes” how he is trying to break through to you. 
Sometimes God seems so big and mysterious that you may 
wonder whether he would truly bother with you. But he 
loves you personally and is trying to get your attention every 
day. This little book can help you notice the divine moments 
when he is trying to show you how much he cares. You can 
read straight through the book, or you can use it topically 
when you are looking for God’s help in a certain area of life 
or if you just need more clarity about what God might say 
about something that is important to you. We pray this little 
book will be meaningful to you and help you experience 
many divine  moments with God. 

—The editors



Abilities
My Question for God

Do I have the abilities that I need to lead?

A Moment with God

Moses pleaded with the Lord, “O Lord, I’m not 
very good with words. I never have been, and I’m 
not now, even though you have spoken to me. I get 
tongue-tied, and my words get tangled.” Then the 
Lord asked Moses, “Who makes a person’s mouth? 
Who decides whether people speak or do not speak, 
hear or do not hear, see or do not see? Is it not I, the 
Lord? Now go! I will be with you as you speak, and I 
will instruct you in what to say.” Exodus 4:10-12

Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your 
question about the special abilities the Spirit gives us. 
. . . There are different kinds of spiritual gifts. . . . 
God works in different ways. . . . A spiritual gift is 
given to each of us so we can help each other. . . . It 
is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these 
gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should 
have. . . . But our bodies have many parts, and God 
has put each part just where he wants it. . . . In fact, 
some parts of the body that seem weakest and least 
important are actually the most necessary. . . . All of 
you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a 
part of it. 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4, 6-7, 11, 18, 22, 27



Deep within the human spirit lie a longing and a ca-
pacity to do significant things. Because you are made 
in the image of God, you inherited from him the desire 
to create, to accomplish, to make things happen. God 
wouldn’t give you these desires without the ability to 
carry them out. These abilities are gifts from God to 
help you accomplish great things for him and to live a 
fulfilling life. How you use or misuse them ultimately 
determines your quality of life—not defined by comfort 
or the accumulation of wealth, but by strong character, 
joy, and lasting satisfaction. Your goal is to discover 
your abilities, develop them, and channel them toward 
what will achieve the greatest good for the people you 
lead. When God asks you to accomplish something, he 
gives you the resources to get the job done. Therefore, 
if God has put you in a position of leadership, he has 
given you the abilities you need. 

Divine Promise

God has given us different gifts for 
doing certain things well. Romans 12:6

Accountability
My Question for God

How can accountability help me avoid foolish mistakes?
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A Moment with God

“You are a witness to your own decision,” Joshua said. 
“You have chosen to serve the Lord.” “Yes,” they 
replied, “we are witnesses to what we have said.”

Joshua 24:22

Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen 
to others. Proverbs 12:15

If another believer is overcome by some sin, you who 
are godly should gently and humbly help that person 
back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall 
into the same temptation yourself. Share each other’s 
burdens. Galatians 6:1-2

You may have some dark corners in your life—se-
cret habits and private thoughts that you don’t want 
anyone to know about. If those hidden places were 
exposed in the spotlight of God’s truth, you would 
have to deal with them, even give them up. Account-
ability is answering to someone who asks you to give 
an account of your words, actions, and motives—even 
those you keep in the darkest corners. Accountability 
can be painful at the time, but the lack of it will de-
stroy you in the long run. Your secret sins will eat away 
at your character and integrity until your reputation 
crashes down around you. Without accountability, you 
wouldn’t even see it coming. Determine now to find a 
wise friend or mentor to keep you accountable. Don’t 
let the darkness take over your heart.
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Divine Promise

Two people are better off than one, 
for they can help each other succeed. 

If one person falls, the other can 
reach out and help. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

Actions
My Question for God

How can I value someone as a person but at the same time 
correct sinful actions? 

A Moment with God

Everyone who sins is breaking God’s law, for all sin is 
contrary to the law of God. 1 John 3:4

Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. 
Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. 

Romans 12:9

The saying “Hate the sin but love the sinner” is an ef-
fective principle to follow. When you truly love some-
one, you want what is best for them, and sin is never 
best for anyone.

You must warn each other every day, while it is still 
“today,” so that none of you will be deceived by sin 
and hardened against God. For if we are faithful to 
the end, trusting God just as firmly as when we first 
believed, we will share in all that belongs to Christ. 
Remember what it says: “Today when you hear his 
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voice, don’t harden your hearts as Israel did when 
they rebelled.” Hebrews 3:13-15

F irst be concerned about the spiritual well-being of 
others before you warn them about the consequences 
of their actions. Be more concerned about restoration 
than punishment.

He must have a strong belief in the trustworthy 
message he was taught; then he will be able to 
encourage others with wholesome teaching and show 
those who oppose it where they are wrong. Titus 1:9

Encouragement is essential in helping others change 
their course of action.

[Paul said,] “I used to believe that I ought to do 
everything I could to oppose the very name of Jesus 
the Nazarene. . . . One day I was on such a mission to 
Damascus, armed with the authority and commission 
of the leading priests. About noon . . . a light from 
heaven brighter than the sun shone down on me 
and my companions. We all fell down, and I heard 
a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting me? . . . I am Jesus, the one you 
are persecuting. Now get to your feet! For I have 
appeared to you to appoint you as my servant and 
witness. . . . Yes, I am sending you to the Gentiles 
to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness 
to light and from the power of Satan to God.” 

Acts 26:9, 12-18
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Make sure you are correctly assessing the situation. 
The apostle Paul (whose name was Saul before he was 
converted) was convinced that he was doing the right 
thing for God by persecuting Christians, that those he 
was confronting were wrong. But when he met Jesus, 
he realized he was wrong and had to make a major ad-
justment in his own convictions and actions.

Divine Promise

The Lord our God is merciful and 
forgiving, even though we have 

rebelled against him. Daniel 9:9

Administration
My Question for God

How does administration benefit leaders and those they lead?

A Moment with God

God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. 
Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in 
the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that 
scurry along the ground.” Genesis 1:28

The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden 
to tend and watch over it. Genesis 2:15

God said to Noah, . . . “Enter the boat—you and 
your wife and your sons and their wives. Bring a pair 
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of every kind of animal—a male and a female—
into the boat with you to keep them alive during the 
flood. Pairs of every kind of bird, and every kind of 
animal, and every kind of small animal that scurries 
along the ground, will come to you to be kept alive. 
And be sure to take on board enough food for your 
family and for all the animals.” Genesis 6:13, 18-21

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has revealed the 
meaning of the dreams to you, clearly no one else is 
as intelligent or wise as you are. You will be in charge 
of my court, and all my people will take orders from 
you. Only I, sitting on my throne, will have a rank 
higher than yours.” Genesis 41:39-40

In the Garden of Eden, God charged human beings 
with the work of tending and managing his creation 
so that the earth would be fruitful. In the same way, 
leaders are to care for the situations and people in their 
charge, working toward an environment where people 
can reach their full potential. Administration is the 
God-ordained task of managing time and resources in 
order to accomplish that goal. 

Scripture shows that God works in orderly ways to 
take care of his people. Noah obeyed God’s commands, 
and his administrative skills saved himself, his family, 
and every animal species from the Flood. God used 
Joseph to manage the nation of Egypt so that the bum-
per crops of the good years would be stored and then 
distributed to the hungry during the years of famine. 
Leaders offer everyone a divine moment when they use 
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their God-given skills of administration to complete 
the tasks before them. 

Divine Challenge

All of you together are Christ’s body, 
and each of you is a part of it. . . . So 

you should earnestly desire the most 
helpful gifts. 1 Corinthians 12:27, 31

Adversity
My Question for God

How can I prepare for the inevitable troubles that come 
my way?

A Moment with God

Be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even 
though you have to endure many trials for a little 
while. These trials will show that your faith is 
genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies 
gold—though your faith is far more precious than 
mere gold. So when your faith remains strong 
through many trials, it will bring you much praise 
and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is 
revealed to the whole world. 1 Peter 1:6-7

I cried out to the Lord in my great trouble, and he 
answered me. I called to you from the land of the 
dead, and Lord, you heard me! Jonah 2:2
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In my distress I cried out to the Lord; yes, I prayed 
to my God for help. He heard me from his sanctuary; 
my cry to him reached his ears. Psalm 18:6

[Jesus said,] “I have told you all this so that you may 
have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many 
trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have 
overcome the world.” John 16:33

Athletic coaches are fond of motivational sayings 
like “No pain, no gain!” or “Growth comes through 
adversity.” What coaches recognize is that the trials in 
our lives do not have to defeat us but rather can make 
us stronger if we have the proper perspective. Trouble 
comes in a multitude of ways—accidents, afflictions, 
calamities, difficulties, disappointments, failures, 
grief, hard times, hurts, misfortunes, sufferings, trials, 
woes. For leaders, there is the double burden of adver-
sity affecting them as well as those they lead. The word 
adversity means that something is acting against you. 
Nowhere is this concept more clearly presented than in 
the Bible, which makes it clear that God himself some-
times sends us adversity either as a punishment for sin 
or simply as a way to test and strengthen our character. 
Other times Satan sends adversity to try to get us to 
sin, and God allows it. Sometimes we bring adversity 
on ourselves by acting foolishly or sinfully. And there 
is the adversity that comes from the poor decisions or 
sins of others. The one thing you can count on is that 
adversity will come. As a leader, you must learn to deal 
with it personally and help others deal with it. Avoiding 
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adversity may not always be best for you or those you 
lead. Though it may not feel good, if you don’t let it de-
feat you, it will in fact make you stronger. Remember 
that God not only listens to us during times of adversity 
but he is with us through them.

Divine Promise

When you go through deep waters, I 
will be with you. When you go through 

rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. 
When you walk through the fire of 

oppression, you will not be burned up; 
the flames will not consume you. Isaiah 43:2

Advice
My Question for God

How do I make sure that I am giving good advice?

A Moment with God

While at Micah’s house, they recognized the young 
Levite’s accent, so they went over and asked him, 
“Who brought you here, and what are you doing in 
this place? Why are you here? ” He told them about 
his agreement with Micah and that he had been 
hired as Micah’s personal priest. Then [the warriors] 
said, “Ask God whether or not our journey will be 
successful.” “Go in peace,” the priest replied. “For the 
Lord is watching over your journey.” Judges 18:3-6
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The warriors in this Bible passage asked Micah’s priest 
for godly advice. But they were asking the wrong per-
son, for this “man of God” wasn’t close to God at all. 
In fact, everyone in this story was out of touch with 
God. Godly people don’t always tell us what we want 
to hear because sometimes they must use God’s Word 
to convict us of our sins. Micah’s priest didn’t even 
consult God before telling the men exactly what they 
wanted to hear. This was spiritual arrogance and a sign 
that he really didn’t serve God at all. A religious title 
doesn’t necessarily make someone a godly person. The 
New Testament encourages us to beware of false teach-
ers who “are hypocrites and liars, and their consciences 
are dead” (1 Timothy 4:2). What a fitting picture of 
Micah’s priest. The New Testament also says we should 
“teach the truth so that your teaching can’t be criti-
cized” (Titus 2:8). We must “promote the kind of liv-
ing that reflects wholesome teaching” and “be worthy 
of respect” (Titus 2:1-2). Look for these godly qualities 
in others before you ask them for advice. As a leader, 
also strive to have these qualities so that your advice 
will be wise.

Divine Promise

Wise words are like deep waters; 
wisdom flows from the wise like a 

bubbling brook. Proverbs 18:4
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Aggravation
My Question for God

How should I respond to aggravation?

A Moment with God

Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or 
boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own 
way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being 
wronged. 1 Corinthians 13:4-5

A peaceful heart leads to a healthy body; jealousy is 
like cancer in the bones. Proverbs 14:30

W hen you feel aggravated, take a step back to relax 
and respond in love. Determine what is causing your 
reaction and whether the situation really warrants 
the turmoil it’s causing. Aggravation often feeds on 
itself—the more you’re aggravated, the more you ag-
gravate others. 

He did not retaliate when he was insulted, nor 
threaten revenge when he suffered. He left his case in 
the hands of God who always judges fairly. 1 Peter 2:23

Don’t retaliate, which often begins a negative cycle in 
which each person feels the need to strike back harder. 
In many cases, the only thing you can do is release 
the situation to God and wait for him to act on your 
behalf. 
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Don’t sin by letting anger control you. Think about it 
overnight and remain silent. Psalm 4:4

My dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to 
listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. James 1:19

S low down and carefully think through how you can 
respond, without sinning, to the people or situations 
that aggravate you. This keeps you from saying some-
thing you may later regret.

People with understanding control their anger; a hot 
temper shows great foolishness. Proverbs 14:29

Control your temper, for anger labels you a fool. 
Ecclesiastes 7:9

“Don’t sin by letting anger control you.” Don’t let the 
sun go down while you are still angry, for anger gives 
a foothold to the devil. Ephesians 4:26-27

Avoid any reaction based on anger. Anger is like a 
forest fire—it quickly destroys that which took a long 
time to grow.

Divine Promise

Sensible people control their temper; 
they earn respect by overlooking 

wrongs. Proverbs 19:11
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Agreement
My Question for God

How can I reach an agreement with others without 
compromising my convictions?

A Moment with God

Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating 
the food. . . . He asked . . . permission not to eat 
these unacceptable foods. . . . “Please test us for ten 
days on a diet of vegetables and water,” Daniel said. 
. . . The attendant agreed to Daniel’s suggestion. 
. . . At the end of the ten days, Daniel . . . looked 
healthier and better nourished than the young men 
who had been eating the food assigned by the king. 

Daniel 1:8, 12, 14-15

W hen trying to reach an agreement, there is a time to 
compromise and a time to stand firm. When the forces 
of evil want their way, you cannot budge. To compro-
mise God’s truth, God’s ways, or God’s Word is to ne-
gotiate with that which is unholy. The test of acceptable 
compromise is simple: Can both parties reach a satis-
factory agreement without anyone’s morals being sac-
rificed? To give up godliness for something less is a bad 
bargain. Work for harmony and agreement whenever it 
is possible, but when it is not, pray that God would break 
through the stalemate and make his will clear.
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Divine Challenge

Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be 
courageous. Be strong. 1 Corinthians 16:13

Ambiguity
My Question for God

How do I deal with all the ambiguities of faith in God?

A Moment with God

How great is our Lord! His power is absolute! His 
understanding is beyond comprehension! Psalm 147:5

Can you solve the mysteries of God? Can you 
discover everything about the Almighty? Job 11:7

Who is able to advise the Spirit of the Lord? Who 
knows enough to give him advice or teach him? 

Isaiah 40:13

You can be sure that God’s character is not ambigu-
ous—he always acts justly and consistently. But God’s 
ways may be unpredictable and mysterious. His plans 
sometimes surprise us and defy human logic. The in-
explicable aspects of God teach us to respect him and 
show him the reverence he deserves. Would you want 
a God you could fully comprehend? Such a god would 
have to be an equal, not an almighty, divine being.

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are 
born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” 
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“What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How 
can an old man go back into his mother’s womb and 
be born again? ” Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one 
can enter the Kingdom of God without being born 
of water and the Spirit. Humans can reproduce only 
human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual 
life. So don’t be surprised when I say, ‘You must be 
born again.’ The wind blows wherever it wants. Just 
as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes 
from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how 
people are born of the Spirit.” John 3:3-8

The message of the cross is foolish to those who are 
headed for destruction! But we who are being saved 
know it is the very power of God. 1 Corinthians 1:18

Just as you don’t have to fully understand electricity 
to enjoy light, you don’t have to fully understand being 
born again to experience God’s salvation. Faith means 
flipping on the switch and walking in the light.

It was to us that God revealed these things by his 
Spirit. For his Spirit searches out everything and 
shows us God’s deep secrets. No one can know a 
person’s thoughts except that person’s own spirit, and 
no one can know God’s thoughts except God’s own 
Spirit. And we have received God’s Spirit (not the 
world’s spirit), so we can know the wonderful things 
God has freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:10-12
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The Christian life is the process of continually learn-
ing spiritual truths about God as his Spirit reveals 
them. Learning to recognize the voice of God’s Spirit 
and moving where he leads are key in regularly expe-
riencing divine moments in your life.

O Lord my God, my Holy One, you who are 
eternal—surely you do not plan to wipe us out? 
O Lord, our Rock, you have sent these Babylonians 
to correct us, to punish us for our many sins. But 
you are pure and cannot stand the sight of evil. Will 
you wink at their treachery? Should you be silent 
while the wicked swallow up people more righteous 
than they? Habakkuk 1:12-13

Habakkuk had questions and doubts about God’s ac-
tions, but not about who he is—faithful and eternal. We 
can know that God is loving and just even when we do 
not understand why he allows some things to happen.

Now we see things imperfectly as in a cloudy mirror, 
but then we will see everything with perfect clarity. 
All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but 
then I will know everything completely, just as God 
now knows me completely. 1 Corinthians 13:12

The best way to view the ambiguities of faith while 
we live on this earth is through spiritual eyes. Know-
ing that things will one day be clear keeps your eyes 
focused on what is ultimately important. 
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Divine Promise
The LORD directs our steps, so why try to 
understand everything along the way?

Proverbs 20:24

Ambition
My Question for God

When is ambition dangerous?

A Moment with God
The devil took him to the peak of a very high 
mountain and showed him the kingdoms of the world 
and all their glory. “I will give it all to you,” he said, 
“if you will kneel down and worship me.” “Get out 
of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures 
say, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve 
only him.’” Matthew 4:8-10

There’s a difference between wanting to be a part 
of God’s great work and wanting personal greatness 
through God’s work. It’s the difference between desir-
ing to serve God and trying to use God to serve your-
self. We can learn from the fact that Satan believed he 
could tempt Jesus by appealing to his sense of ambition. 
How many people have sold their souls to the devil in 
an attempt to gain worldly glory? When left unchecked, 
selfish ambition becomes the hook Satan uses to catch 
us and reel us in. If Jesus had been motivated by self-
ish ambition rather than the will and Word of God, he 
would have been vulnerable to the temptation to possess 
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the kingdoms and splendor of the world. If you made 
a list of your five primary ambitions, what would they 
be? If others were to list what they believe are your five 
main ambitions, would they match your list? Ambi-
tion can become destructive if Satan uses it to lure you 
away from God. You can test your ambitions by asking 
yourself if they lead you closer to or farther away from 
God. If you’re not sure about one, then it is leading you 
away from him. Ambition can fool you into striving after 
 everything you desire in this world at the cost of every-
thing God desires for you in the next.

Divine Promise
When you follow the desires of your 

sinful nature, the results are very 
clear: . . . hostility, quarreling, jealousy, 

outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, 
dissension, division, envy . . . and other 

sins like these. . . . But the Holy Spirit 
produces this kind of fruit in our 

lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 

self-control. Galatians 5:19-23

Ambition
 My Question for God

What kind of ambition does God want me to have?

A Moment with God
The one thing I ask of the Lord—the thing I seek 
most—is to live in the house of the Lord all the days 
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of my life, delighting in the Lord’s perfections and 
meditating in his Temple. Psalm 27:4

Having a strong, vital relationship with God should 
be your highest ambition. It is the one thing that can 
be pursued without reservation.

God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, 
for they will be satisfied. . . . God blesses those who 
work for peace, for they will be called the children 
of God. Matthew 5:6, 9

Let love be your highest goal! 1 Corinthians 14:1

Working toward justice, peace, and love in the world 
and bringing people into a relationship with God are 
ambitions worthy of your time and energy.

My ambition has always been to preach the Good 
News where the name of Christ has never been heard, 
rather than where a church has already been started 
by someone else. Romans 15:20

Paul demonstrated a “holy ambition” to do great things 
for God. A holy ambition is a vision rooted in the will 
and service of God—a vision so great that only God can 
accomplish it. But such ambition can turn into a self-
ish pursuit unless it is continually realigned with God’s 
Word and energized by the Holy Spirit. Unholy ambition 
uses God to advance your own reputation and your own 
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cause. Holy ambition, however, means you offer yourself 
to be used by God to advance his vision and his cause.

Make it your goal to live a quiet life, minding your 
own business and working with your hands, just as 
we instructed you before. Then people who are not 
Christians will respect the way you live, and you will 
not need to depend on others. 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12

A fundamental ambition for your life should be to 
provide for yourself so that you will be respected by 
others and not be a burden to them. 

Divine Promise

Joyful are people of integrity, who 
follow the instructions of the LORD. 

Joyful are those who . . . search for him 
with all their hearts. Psalm 119:1-2

Anger
My Question for God

Why do I sometimes get so angry?

A Moment with God

The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, but he did not 
accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain very angry, 
and he looked dejected. Genesis 4:4-5
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“Didn’t I tell you?” the king of Israel exclaimed to 
Jehoshaphat. “He never prophesies anything but 
trouble for me. . . . Put this man in prison, and feed 
him nothing but bread and water.” 1 Kings 22:18, 27

“Get out of the sanctuary, for you have sinned.” 
. . . Uzziah, who was holding an incense burner, 
became furious. 2 Chronicles 26:18-19

Mordecai refused to bow down or show [Haman] 
respect. . . . [Haman] was filled with rage. Esther 3:2, 5

You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 
slow to get angry. Human anger does not produce the 
righteousness God desires. So get rid of all the filth 
and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the word 
God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power 
to save your souls. James 1:19-21

Anger is often a reaction to your pride being hurt. 
When you are confronted, rejected, ignored, or don’t 
get your own way, anger is a defense mechanism to 
protect your ego. It is common to feel angry when you 
have been confronted about your own sinful actions 
 because it wounds your pride. Train yourself to ex-
amine your heart whenever you become angry. Ask 
yourself, who is really offended in this situation? Is 
this about God’s honor or my own pride? Allow God’s 
Word to help you overcome your anger and grow in 
his will. 
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Divine Promise

A gentle answer deflects anger, but 
harsh words make tempers flare.

Proverbs 15:1

Apathy
My Question for God

How do I fight feelings of apathy?

A Moment with God

God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you 
have worked for him and how you have shown your 
love to him by caring for other believers, as you still 
do. Our great desire is that you will keep on loving 
others as long as life lasts, in order to make certain 
that what you hope for will come true. Then you will 
not become spiritually dull and indifferent.

Hebrews 6:10-12

We must listen very carefully to the truth we have 
heard, or we may drift away from it. Hebrews 2:1

[Jesus said,] “I know all the things you do, that 
you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were 
one or the other! But since you are like lukewarm 
water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of 
my mouth!” Revelation 3:15-16
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In the book of Revelation, apathy is compared to 
lukewarm water. Cold water quenches thirst and re-
freshes a parched mouth. Hot water is used for cooking 
and sanitizing. But lukewarm water has little appeal. 
Apathy is much the same. When apathy settles in, it 
means that passion and purpose are gone. It is like a 
disease that feeds on your cares and motivations and 
wastes your talents and gifts. Recognizing your apathy 
can be a divine moment—you suddenly realize that 
you must change course before you become useless to 
God and others. Hard work, a thankful heart, and acts 
of service can help you fight off feelings of apathy and 
renew your focus on God’s purpose, his call for you, 
and the blessings he has given you.

Divine Promise

I will give them singleness of heart and 
put a new spirit within them. I will take 
away their stony, stubborn heart and 
give them a tender, responsive heart.

Ezekiel 11:19

Apology
My Question for God

Why is it so hard to apologize sometimes?

A Moment with God

The high and lofty one who lives in eternity, the Holy 
One, says this: “I live in the high and holy place with 
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those whose spirits are contrite and humble. I restore 
the crushed spirit of the humble and revive the 
courage of those with repentant hearts.” Isaiah 57:15

Confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. James 5:16

Fools make fun of guilt, but the godly acknowledge it 
and seek reconciliation. Proverbs 14:9

A true apology takes genuine humility, and maintain-
ing a humble spirit is one of the greatest struggles, es-
pecially for a leader. Apologizing requires you to realize 
your fault and then admit it to someone else. Leaders 
are supposed to “get it right,” so it’s tough to admit when 
you are wrong. It’s often tempting to pretend the of-
fense never happened or try to cover it up or avoid the 
person you’ve offended. These are signs that your heart 
is proud and you are unwilling to take responsibility for 
your actions. When was the last time you apologized 
to someone under your leadership? Your answer might 
indicate how humble your heart is. Refusing to apologize 
can have devastating effects in your life—soured rela-
tionships, bitterness, isolation, rage, guilt. But when you 
offer an apology, you can receive reconciliation, forgive-
ness, healing, courage, and respect. A sincere apology 
can only come from a humble heart. When you admit 
your fault and ask for forgiveness, you will experience a 
divine moment of God’s healing working in your heart 
and your relationships. 

25Apology



Divine Promise

People who conceal their sins will not 
prosper, but if they confess and turn 
from them, they will receive mercy. 

Proverbs 28:13

Appearance
My Question for God

How much does appearance matter?

A Moment with God

Don’t be concerned about the outward beauty of 
fancy hairstyles, expensive jewelry, or beautiful 
clothes. You should clothe yourselves instead with the 
beauty that comes from within, the unfading beauty 
of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so precious 
to God. 1 Peter 3:3-4

Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last; but a 
woman who fears the Lord will be greatly praised. 

Proverbs 31:30

If you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like 
glancing at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, 
walk away, and forget what you look like. James 1:23-24

Appearance does matter—but make sure you’re 
looking at the right things. Your body, face, and clothes 
reflect only your outward shell, which is in a constant 
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process of aging and decay. Your soul and character 
reflect your inner being, which is ageless and eternal. 
In other words, the condition of your body does not re-
veal the condition of your heart. There’s nothing wrong 
with paying attention to your physical appearance, but 
not to the neglect of your spiritual appearance. It’s easy 
to get distracted and focus on your own appearance or 
the appearance of others. But you can have a tremen-
dous impact on others when they hardly notice what’s 
on the outside because they see even more what’s on 
the inside—the light of God’s love and truth shining 
through you. Walking with God causes you to reflect 
his beauty.

Divine Promise

People judge by outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks at the heart. 1 Samuel 16:7

Armor of  God
My Question for God

How does God protect me from spiritual attacks?

A Moment with God

Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put 
on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to 
stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For we 
are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, 
but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen 

27Armor of God



world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and 
against evil spirits in the heavenly places. Therefore, 
put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able 
to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after 
the battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your 
ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body 
armor of God’s righteousness. For shoes, put on the 
peace that comes from the Good News so that you 
will be fully prepared. In addition to all of these, 
hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of 
the devil. Put on salvation as your helmet, and take 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. 
Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all 
believers everywhere. Ephesians 6:10-18

W hen you experience spiritual warfare, you can stand 
your ground against Satan because you have the power 
of Jesus Christ in you. See beyond the human antago-
nists to the spiritual enemy, Satan. But remember, you 
cannot fight Satan alone. You must use the armor God 
has given you to resist the attack and fight the battle. 
Leaders are especially prone to spiritual attack because 
they can influence many others. If Satan can conquer 
your heart and turn you against God, he may get many 
others to fall as well. The battle is souls—your own 
and those of others—so you must fight with all your 
strength and use every available weapon God has given 
you. You cannot totally defeat Satan while you live on 
this earth, but you can resist him. The devil specializes 
in putting obstacles in your path, but God specializes 
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in helping you overcome them. Pray for God to arm 
you and equip you for battle, and you will be victorious 
both in this life and in eternity. 

Divine Challenge

Humble yourselves before God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:7

Assertiveness
My Question for God

Why is it appropriate for leaders to be assertive?

A Moment with God

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law 
and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful 
to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb 
gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects 
of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should 
tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important 
things. Blind guides! You strain your water so you 
won’t accidentally swallow a gnat, but you swallow 
a camel!” Matthew 23:23-24

Jesus was often assertive when he spoke to the 
Pharisees and other religious leaders. Assertiveness 
means standing up for what is right or making known 
your concerns. Leaders must be assertive. It may be 
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tempting to be silent or look the other way when oth-
ers are making unethical choices or are speaking and 
behaving in offensive, inappropriate ways. But you 
must stand up for what you believe, and you should 
lovingly confront others when necessary. Assertiveness 
must be  tempered with love and should be reserved for 
upholding truth and justice, not for pursuing personal 
agendas. Follow Jesus’ model of assertiveness by study-
ing his words in the Bible.

Divine Promise

This is a trustworthy saying, and I 
want you to insist on these teachings 

so that all who trust in God will 
devote themselves to doing good. These 

teachings are good and beneficial 
for everyone. Titus 3:8

Authenticity
My Question for God

How can I let others see the authenticity of my faith?

A Moment with God

When the king of Nineveh heard what Jonah was 
saying, he stepped down from his throne and took 
off his royal robes. He dressed himself in burlap and 
sat on a heap of ashes. Then the king and his nobles 
sent this decree throughout the city: “No one, not 
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even the animals from your herds and flocks, may 
eat or drink anything at all. People and animals alike 
must wear garments of mourning, and everyone must 
pray earnestly to God. They must turn from their 
evil ways and stop all their violence. Who can tell? 
Perhaps even yet God will change his mind and hold 
back his fierce anger from destroying us.” Jonah 3:6-9

Sometimes we confuse repentance with a quick “I’m 
sorry”—and we wonder why we still feel guilty and 
don’t sense the Holy Spirit’s power in our lives. Some-
times we confuse good deeds with genuine compas-
sion, and we wonder why people seem to see right 
through us. Nineveh’s genuine spiritual turnaround 
models three dimensions of authentic faith: 

1. The emotional dimension. The people of Nineveh 
were truly grieved by their sins. They were 
ashamed of the condition of their hearts. 

2. The relational dimension. The Ninevites sought 
not just moral improvement but a real and 
 vibrant relationship with the Lord. 

3. The behavioral dimension. The Ninevites did more 
than mourn and pray—they turned from their 
sins and stopped doing wrong. 

Authenticity means doing the right thing because you 
really want to, not pretending to do it while trying to 
achieve your own agenda. When you develop the three 
dimensions of authentic faith, God and others will see 
that your faith is genuine.
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Divine Challenge

Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
test me and know my anxious thoughts. 

Psalm 139:23

Authority
My Question for God

How can authority be abused?

A Moment with God

Let’s build a great city for ourselves with a tower that 
reaches into the sky. This will make us famous. 

Genesis 11:4

O Egypt, to which of the trees of Eden will you 
compare your strength and glory? You, too, will 
be brought down to the depths with all these other 
nations. You will lie there among the outcasts who 
have died by the sword. This will be the fate of 
Pharaoh and all his hordes. I, the Sovereign Lord, 
have spoken! Ezekiel 31:18

It is not that we think we are qualified to do anything 
on our own. Our qualification comes from God. 

2 Corinthians 3:5

Authority can be intoxicating because it is often ac-
companied by recognition, control, and wealth. These 
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things feed pride, and pride leads away from God and 
into sin. This is why the power that comes from au-
thority so often corrupts. If you are in a position of 
authority, accountability and service will help you use 
it wisely. When you are held accountable for your mo-
tives and actions, you are more careful in what you say 
and do. When you determine to serve others rather 
than be served, you will gain respect and loyalty from 
those under your authority. 

Divine Promise

Whoever wants to be a leader among you 
must be your servant. Matthew 20:26

Backsliding
My Question for God

What do I do when I’ve fallen away from God?

A Moment with God

Now this is what the Lord says to the family of 
Israel: “Come back to me and live!” Amos 5:4

Everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s 
glorious standard. Yet God, with undeserved 
kindness, declares that we are righteous. He did 
this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the 
penalty for our sins. Romans 3:23-24
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