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– yes, 
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in Bethlehem
,

the city of

Luke 2:11

Introduction

1
M

any people have set out to w
rite accounts about the events that have 

been fulfilled am
ong us. 2

 They used the eye w
itness reports circulating 

am
ong us from

 the early disciples.* 3
 H

aving carefully investigated every-
thing from

 the beginning, I also have decided to w
rite an accurate account 

for you, m
ost honorable The oph i lus, 4

 so you can be certain of the truth of 
every thing you w

ere taught.

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold
5

 W
hen H

er od w
as king of Ju dea, there w

as a Jew
 ish priest nam

ed Zech a ri ah. 
H

e w
as a m

em
ber of the priestly order of Abi jah, and his w

ife, Eliz a beth, 
w

as also from
 the priestly line of Aaron. 6

 Zech a ri ah and Eliz a beth w
ere 

righteous in G
od’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s com

m
andm

ents 
and regulations. 7

 They had no children because Eliz a beth w
as unable to 

conceive, and they w
ere both very old.

8
 O

ne day Zech a ri ah w
as serving God in the Tem

ple, for his order w
as on 

duty that w
eek. 9

 As w
as the custom

 of the priests, he w
as chosen by lot to 

enter the sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. 10
 W

hile the incense w
as 

being burned, a great crow
d stood outside, praying.

11
 W

hile Zech a ri ah w
as in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him
, standing to the right of the incense altar. 12

 Zech a ri ah w
as shaken 

and overw
helm

ed w
ith fear w

hen he saw
 him

. 13
 But the angel said, “D

on’t 
be afraid, Zech a ri ah! God has heard your prayer. Your w

ife, Eliz a beth, w
ill 

give you a son, and you are to nam
e him

 John. 14
 You w

ill have great joy and 
gladness, and m

any w
ill rejoice at his birth, 15

 for he w
ill be great in the eyes 

of the Lord. H
e m

ust never touch w
ine or other alcoholic drinks. H

e w
ill be 

filled w
ith the H

oly Spirit, even before his birth.* 16
 And he w

ill turn m
any 

Is ra elites to the Lord their God. 17
 H

e w
ill be a m

an w
ith the spirit and pow

er 
of Eli jah. H

e w
ill prepare the people for the com

ing of the Lord. H
e w

ill turn 
the hearts of the fathers to their children,* and he w

ill cause those w
ho are 

rebellious to accept the w
isdom

 of the godly.”
18

 Zech a ri ah said to the angel, “H
ow

 can I be sure this w
ill happen? I’m

 
an old m

an now, and m
y w

ife is also w
ell along in years.”

19
 Then the angel said, “I am

 Ga bri el! I stand in the very presence of God. 
It w

as he w
ho sent m

e to bring you this good new
s! 20

 But now, since you 
didn’t believe w

hat I said, you w
ill be silent and unable to speak until the 

child is born. For m
y w

ords w
ill certainly be fulfilled at the proper tim

e.”
21

 M
eanw

hile, the people w
ere w

aiting for Zech a ri ah to com
e out of the 

sanctuary, w
ondering w

hy he w
as taking so long. 22

 W
hen he finally did 

com
e out, he couldn’t speak to them

. Then they realized from
 his gestures 

and his silence that he m
ust have seen a vision in the sanctuary.

23
 W

hen Zech a ri ah’s w
eek of service in the Tem

ple w
as over, he returned 

hom
e. 24

 Soon afterw
ard his w

ife, Eliz a beth, becam
e pregnant and w

ent 
into seclusion for five m

onths. 25
 “H

ow
 kind the Lord is!” she exclaim

ed. 
“H

e has taken aw
ay m

y disgrace of having no children.”
1:2 Greek from

 those w
ho from

 the beginning w
ere servants of the w

ord. 
 1:15 O

r even from
 birth. 

 
1:17 See M

al 4:5‑6. 
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40 But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you 
have been sentenced to die? 41 We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man 
hasn’t done anything wrong.” 42 Then he said, “ Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your Kingdom.”

43 And  Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

The Death of Jesus
44 By this time it was about noon, and darkness fell across the whole land 
until three o’clock. 45 The light from the sun was gone. And suddenly, the 
curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn down the middle. 46 Then 
 Jesus shouted, “Father, I entrust my spirit into your hands!”* And with those 
words he breathed his last.

47 When the Ro man officer* overseeing the execution saw what had hap-
pened, he worshiped God and said, “Surely this man was innocent.*” 48 And 
when all the crowd that came to see the crucifixion saw what had happened, 
they went home in deep sorrow.* 49 But  Jesus’ friends, including the women 
who had followed him from Gal i lee, stood at a distance watching.

The Burial of Jesus
50 Now there was a good and righteous man named Jo seph. He was a mem-
ber of the Jew ish high council, 51 but he had not agreed with the decision 
and actions of the other religious leaders. He was from the town of Ar i ma-
thea in Ju dea, and he was waiting for the Kingdom of God to come. 52 He 
went to Pi late and asked for  Jesus’ body. 53 Then he took the body down 
from the cross and wrapped it in a long sheet of linen cloth and laid it in a 
new tomb that had been carved out of rock. 54 This was done late on Friday 
afternoon, the day of preparation,* as the Sab bath was about to begin.

55 As his body was taken away, the women from Gal i lee followed and saw 
the tomb where his body was placed. 56 Then they went home and prepared 
spices and ointments to anoint his body. But by the time they were finished 
the Sab bath had begun, so they rested as required by the law.

The Resurrection

24
But very early on Sunday morning* the women went to the tomb, tak-
ing the spices they had prepared. 2 They found that the stone had been 

rolled away from the entrance. 3 So they went in, but they didn’t find the body 
of the Lord  Jesus. 4 As they stood there puzzled, two men suddenly appeared 
to them, clothed in dazzling robes.

5 The women were terrified and bowed with their faces to the ground. 
Then the men asked, “Why are you looking among the dead for someone 
who is alive? 6 He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Remember what he 
told you back in Gal i lee, 7 that the Son of Man* must be betrayed into the 
hands of sinful men and be crucified, and that he would rise again on the 
third day.”

8 Then they remembered that he had said this. 9 So they rushed back from 
the tomb to tell his eleven  disciples—  and every one  else—  what had hap-
pened. 10 It was Mary Mag da lene, Jo an na, Mary the mother of James, and 
several other women who told the apostles what had happened. 11 But the 
story sounded like nonsense to the men, so they didn’t believe it. 12 However, 
Pe ter jumped up and ran to the tomb to look. Stooping, he peered in and 
saw the empty linen wrappings; then he went home again, wondering what 
had happened.
 23:46 Ps 31:5.  23:47a Greek the centurion.  23:47b Or righteous.  23:48 Greek went home 
beating their breasts.  23:54 Greek It was the day of preparation.  24:1 Greek But on the first 
day of the week, very early in the morning.  24:7 “Son of Man” is a title Jesus used for himself.  
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