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T O  T H E  R E A D E R

Who is Jesus? Over the centuries He’s been 
called everything from a wise teacher to a heretic 
to the Savior of the world.

In this book, we have assembled the words of 
Jesus primarily from the four books of the Bible 
that tell the story of His life: the Gospels of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Organized by 
topic, this book allows you to investigate what 
Jesus said about Himself and other topics. Short 
notes after each verse explain the culture, history, 
and background behind the saying.

Each verse in this book is written in the New 
Living Translation. Based on the most recent 
scholarship and theory in translation, the New 
Living Translation is easy to read and understand 
while accurately communicating the meaning of 
the original text.

We hope that Jesus Christ’s words will speak to 
your heart and you will continue your study of 
His life and work.
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O N E  S O L I T A R Y  L I F E

He was born in an obscure village, the child of 
a peasant woman. He grew up in another village. 
He worked in a carpenter shop until He was 
thirty and then for three years was an itinerant 
preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held 
an office. He never owned a home. He never 
traveled two hundred miles from the place where 
He was born. He never did one of the things 
that usually accompany greatness. He had no 
credentials but Himself.

Although He walked the land over, curing 
the sick, giving sight to the blind, healing the 
lame, and raising people from the dead, the top 
established religious leaders turned against Him. 
His friends ran away. He was turned over to 
enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. 
He was spat upon, flogged, and ridiculed. He 
was nailed to a cross between two thieves. While 
He was dying, the executioners gambled for the 
only piece of property He had on earth, and that 
was His robe. When He was dead, He was laid in 
a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.

Nineteen wide centuries have come and 
gone, and today He is the central figure 
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of the human race and the Leader of the 
column of progress.

All the armies that ever marched, and all 
the navies that were ever built, and all the 
parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that 
ever reigned, put together, have not affected 
the life of man upon this earth as has that One 
Solitary Life.

—Source Unknown
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�
The Identity of Jesus

“I am the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will never be hungry 
again. Whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty. But you haven’t 
believed in me even though you have 
seen me. However, those the Father 
has given me will come to me, and 
I will never reject them. For I have 
come down from heaven to do the 
will of God who sent me, not to do 
my own will. And this is the will of 
God, that I should not lose even one 
of all those he has given me, but that 
I should raise them up at the last day. 
For it is my Father’s will that all who 



In the Words of Jesus

4

see his Son and believe in him should 
have eternal life. I will raise them up 
at the last day.”

Jo h n  6 : 3 5 - 4 0

Reflection
Jesus did not work independently 
of God the Father, but in union 
with Him. This should give us 
even more assurance of being 
welcomed into God’s presence 
and being protected by Him. 
Jesus’ purpose was to do the 
will of God, not to satisfy Jesus’ 
human desires. When we follow 
Jesus, we should have the same 
purpose.

“I am the light of the world. If you 
follow me, you won’t have to walk in 
darkness, because you will have the 
light that leads to life.”

Jo h n  8 : 1 2
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Reflection
Jesus was speaking in the 
 treasury—the part of the 
Temple where the offerings 
were put and where candles 
burned to symbolize the  pillar 
of fire that led the people of 
Israel through the wilderness. 
In this context, Jesus called 
Himself the Light of the World. 
The pillar of fire represented 
God’s presence, protection, and 
guidance. Likewise, Jesus brings 
God’s presence, protection, and 
guidance. Is He the Light of 
your world?

“I have come as a light to shine 
in this dark world, so that all who 
put their trust in me will no longer 
remain in the dark.”

Jo h n  1 2 : 4 6
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Reflection
As a soldier follows his cap-
tain, so we should follow 
Christ, our Commander. As a 
slave f ollows his master, so we 
should follow Christ, our Lord. 
As we follow the advice of a 
trusted counselor, so we should 
follow Jesus’ commands to us 
in Scripture. As we follow the 
laws of our nation, so we should 
 follow the laws of the Kingdom 
of Heaven.

“I tell you the truth, I am the gate 
for the sheep. All who came before 
me were thieves and robbers. But 
the true sheep did not listen to 
them. Yes, I am the gate. Those who 
come in through me will be saved. 
They will come and go freely and 
will find good pastures.”

Jo h n  1 0 : 7 - 9
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Reflection
In the sheepfold, the shepherd 
functioned as a gate, letting the 
sheep in and protecting them. 
Jesus is the gate to God’s salva-
tion for us. He offers access to 
safety and security. Christ is our 
protector. Some people resent 
that Jesus is the gate, the only 
way of access to God. But Jesus 
is God’s Son—why should we 
seek any other way or want to 
customize a different approach 
to God?

“I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd sacrifices his life for the 
sheep. A hired hand will run when he 
sees a wolf coming. He will abandon 
the sheep because they don’t belong 
to him and he isn’t their shepherd. 
And so the wolf attacks them and 
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scatters the flock. The hired hand 
runs away because he’s working only 
for the money and doesn’t really care 
about the sheep.

“I am the good shepherd; I know 
my own sheep, and they know me, 
just as my Father knows me and I 
know the Father. So I sacrifice my 
life for the sheep.”

Jo h n  1 0 : 1 1 - 1 5

Reflection
A hired hand tends the sheep 
for money, while the shepherd 
does it out of love. The shepherd 
owns the sheep and is commit-
ted to them. Jesus is not merely 
doing a job; He is committed to 
love us and has laid down His 
life for us. False teachers and 
false prophets do not have this 
commitment.
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“I am the resurrection and the life. 
Anyone who believes in me will 
live, even after dying. Everyone who 
lives in me and believes in me will 
never ever die. Do you believe this, 
Martha?”

Jo h n  1 1 : 2 5 - 2 6

Reflection
Jesus has power over life and 
death as well as power to forgive 
sins. This is because He is the 
Creator of life. He who is life 
can surely restore life. Whoever 
believes in Christ has a spiritual 
life that death cannot conquer 
or diminish in any way. When 
we realize His power and how 
wonder ful His offer to us really 
is, how can we not commit our 
lives to Him?
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“I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
No one can come to the Father except 
through me. If you had really known 
me, you would know who my Father 
is. From now on, you do know him 
and have seen him!”

Jo h n  1 4 : 6 - 7

Reflection
Jesus says He is the only way to 
God the Father. Some people 
may argue that this way is too 
narrow. In reality, it is wide 
enough for the whole world, if 
the world chooses to accept it. 
Instead of worrying about how 
limited it sounds to have only 
one way, we should be saying, 
“Thank You, God, for providing 
a sure way to get to You!”
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“If you trust me, you are trusting not 
only me, but also God who sent me. 
For when you see me, you are seeing 
the one who sent me.”

Jo h n  1 2 : 4 4 - 4 5

Reflection
We often wonder what God 
is like. How can we know the 
Creator when He doesn’t make 
Himself visible? Jesus said 
plainly that those who see Him 
see God, because He is God. 
If you want to know what God 
is like, study the person and 
words of Jesus Christ.

“I am the true grapevine, and my 
Father is the gardener. He cuts off 
every branch of mine that doesn’t 
produce fruit, and he prunes the 
branches that do bear fruit so they 
will produce even more. You have 
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already been pruned and purified 
by the message I have given you. 
Remain in me, and I will remain in 
you. For a branch cannot produce 
fruit if it is severed from the vine, 
and you cannot be fruitful unless 
you remain in me.

“Yes, I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Those who remain in me, 
and I in them, will produce much 
fruit. For apart from me you can do 
nothing.”

Jo h n  1 5 : 1 - 5

Reflection
Christ is the vine, and God is 
the Gardener who cares for the 
branches to make them fruit-
ful. The branches are all those 
who claim to be followers of 
Christ. The fruitful branches are 
true believers who by their liv-
ing union with Christ produce 
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much fruit. But those who don’t 
bear fruit—those who turn back 
from following Christ after mak-
ing a superficial commitment—
will be separated from the vine. 
Unfruitful followers are as good 
as dead and will be cut off and 
tossed aside.

“Do you believe in the Son of Man? 
. . . You have seen him, . . . and he is 
speaking to you!”

Jo h n  9 : 3 5 - 3 7

Reflection
The “Son of Man” is Jesus 
Himself. This title occurs 
many times in the New 
Testament in reference to 
Jesus as the Messiah.
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“My Kingdom is not an earthly king-
dom. If it were, my followers would 
fight to keep me from being handed 
over to the Jewish  leaders. But my 
Kingdom is not of this world.”

Jo h n  1 8 : 3 6

Reflection
In this verse, Jesus is respond-
ing to Pilate. Pilate asked Jesus 
a straightforward question, and 
Jesus answered clearly. There 
seems to have been no question 
in Pilate’s mind that Jesus spoke 
the truth and was innocent of 
any crime. It also seems apparent 
that, while recognizing the truth, 
Pilate chose to reject it. It is a 
tragedy when we fail to recognize 
the truth. It is a greater tragedy 
when we recognize the truth but 
fail to heed it.
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�
Jesus and the Father

“I tell you the truth, the Son can 
do nothing by himself. He does 
only what he sees the Father doing. 
Whatever the Father does, the Son 
also does. For the Father loves the 
Son and shows him everything he is 
doing. In fact, the Father will show 
him how to do even greater works 
than healing this man. Then you 
will truly be astonished. For just as 
the Father gives life to those he raises 
from the dead, so the Son gives life 
to anyone he wants.”

Jo h n  5 : 1 9 - 2 1
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Reflection
Because of His unity with God, 
Jesus lived as God wanted Him 
to live. Because of our identifica-
tion with Jesus, we must honor 
Him and live as He wants us to 
live. The question “What would 
Jesus do?” may help us make the 
right choices.

“Since you don’t know who I am, you 
don’t know who my Father is. If you 
knew me, you would also know my 
Father.”

Jo h n  8 : 1 9

Reflection
Jesus and the Father are one.

“The Father and I are one.”
Jo h n  1 0 : 3 0
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Reflection
This is the clearest statement 
of Jesus’ divinity He ever made. 
Jesus and His Father are not the 
same person, but they are one in 
essence and nature. Thus, Jesus 
is not merely a good teacher—
He is God. His claim to be 
God was unmistakable. The 
religious leaders wanted to kill 
Him because their laws said 
that anyone claiming to be 
God should die. Nothing could 
persuade them that Jesus’ claim 
was true.

“I tell you the truth, anyone who 
welcomes my messenger is welcom-
ing me, and anyone who welcomes 
me is welcoming the Father who 
sent me.”

Jo h n  1 3 : 2 0
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Reflection
When people welcome our 
 proclamations of the Good 
News, they are also welcoming 
Jesus Christ and, through Him, 
the Father.

“Have I been with you all this time, 
Philip, and yet you still don’t know 
who I am? Anyone who has seen 
me has seen the Father! So why are 
you asking me to show him to you? 
Don’t you believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The 
words I speak are not my own, but 
my Father who lives in me does his 
work through me. Just believe that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in 
me. Or at least believe because of the 
work you have seen me do.”

Jo h n  1 4 : 9 - 1 1
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Reflection
Jesus is the visible, tangible image 
of the invisible God. He is the 
complete revelation of what God 
is like. Jesus explained to Philip, 
who wanted to see the Father, 
that to know Jesus is to know 
God. The search for God, for 
truth and reality, ends in Christ.
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