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INTRODUCTION
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IF YOU EVER WANTED TO BE an answer to someone’s prayer—Jesus’ prayer,
in particular—this is your chance. Your chance to come to grips with
the fact that, as a Christian, you belong to a nation of global and eternal
proportions. A nation whose culture and habits are revolutionarily dif-
ferent. A nation that will ultimately prevail over all other nations and
offer its inhabitants eternal peace and limitless joy in a new heaven and
earth, where there will be “no more death or sorrow or crying or pain”
... or any of the other twisted and broken stuff that troubles us in this
world (Revelation 21:4, Nr1). It’s a nation that calls all of us who belong
to it to live here and now, in our earthside nations, by the radically dif-
ferent habits of the Jesus Nation, so that all can see and experience a
preview of the really big show to come. A nation that Jesus prayed for
when he prayed, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it
is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10, Kjv).

© O @

A new wave is sweeping the church in the West. Its momentum is driven
by a new generation of Jesus followers who are bent on bringing the
transforming power of Jesus to a world that is torn by hate, famine,
hunger, poverty, injustice, oppression, and war. It calls for the mobiliza-
tion of men and women to see themselves as agents of global influence.
Not just pastors, missionaries, and ministry professionals, but everyone.
It’s a call to leave our pews and use our talents, treasures, and energies
to bring the healing and helping energy of the love of Jesus to people in
need both locally and globally.

The motivation is borne out of a fresh awareness of our responsibility
to act like people of the Kingdom of God—the Jesus Nation—Dby bring-
ing the helping hand of Jesus to right wrongs, settle injustices, and feed
the poor. This new breed of missionary is committed to bringing clear
and clean water to parched and polluted sources; aiding the AIDS crisis
by coming to the rescue of children and women who by no choice of
their own have been infected; educating the less fortunate and the mar-
ginalized; teaching the poor to farm, to fish, and to sustain themselves

xi



JESUS NATION

and their families in other ways; fighting against the evils of the sex-slave
trade; and helping to rebuild economies that have been devastated by
greed and oppression. And all of this in the name of Jesus.

I can’t think of a better way for followers of Jesus to spend their time
and talents than to serve the needy and broken as he did. And, in a
world that increasingly sees us as troublemakers, bigoted and arrogant in
our claims to have the corner on righteousness, truth, and the exclusive
claims of Jesus, how better to catch their attention than to show them
that this world is a better place because followers of Jesus have mobilized
to lend a helping hand?

So, I'm a raving fan of taking the love of Jesus anywhere and every-
where. It’s what Jesus Nationals do.

Buy, if we are not careful, in all the fanfare about our awakened con-
cern for bringing the Jesus Nation to this world, we may miss the eternal
and personal ramifications of its agenda in our rush to meet the imme-
diacy of human need.

With his encounter with the woman at the well, Jesus modeled for
us the point that human spiritual needs trump human material needs.
As he said, he came “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). It’s not
that it’s not important to meet material and physical needs in ways that
untwist tangled lives in a sin-twisted world. It’s just that the eternal des-
tiny of mankind cannot be ignored in the process. We can give them
clean water, but as Jesus said, they will thirst again (see John 4:4-26).
What people ultimately need is the inner spring of living water that only
he can give.

My other concern is that in all of our doing, it may be easy to forget
the importance of what we are becoming. What good is it to transport
the light of our good works into a needy world through lives that, at the
end of the day, are no different from the lives of any other earth-bound
citizen? Or, worse yet, through lives that contradict the claims of Jesus?
Living out the national agenda has massive personal ramifications—ram-
ifications that revolutionize how we live. It calls us to become delightfully
and refreshingly different. It makes us right-side-up people in an upside-
down world. It refocuses our passions and desires from ourselves and pins
them squarely on Jesus, our Eternal King and Superhero.

In the end, this book is about our bringing credibility to the message
of Jesus by living lives that are just as compelling as our deeds.

Xii
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THE Wiy

1T wAs TO PEOPLE with our kind of hurried-up, messed-up lives that
nation-builder Jesus made an incredible statement. He said, “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). To my way of thinking, he
is either a huckster hawking snake oil, or he is onto something.

I say Jesus is onto something! To everyone he encountered, whether
rich and successful like Matthew and Luke, whether busy in the routine
of life like fishermen eking out an existence at the mercy of the sea, or
whether barren and broken by life like a woman at a well, he offered
them all something new, something better . . . he offered them #he way.
And when they embraced his solutions, he delivered on the promise of
life in a better way. Which makes me think that ic’s not life that’s the
problem . . . the problem is that we have not yet found #he way. That we
have not yet embraced his way.

Here is what I find intriguing. Followers of Jesus in the first century
were called a lot of things. They were called traitors to Caesar and the
empire. They were known as insurrectionists and troublemakers. But
to those who knew them best they were known as people of “the Way.”
Acts 9:2 tells us that the great persecutor, Saul, was hunting down fol-
lowers of Jesus so that if he found any of “the Way” he could bring them,
bound, to Jerusalem. Interestingly, these were people who knew Jesus
best, some who knew him personally, and they had found something in
Jesus that had given them new hope, new direction, new purpose, and
new joy. They had found in Jesus a whole new “way” to live. And it wasnt
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a passing fancy. They had found something not only worth living for,
but worth dying for as well.

Jesus had shown them the way, and they werent going back!

When we think of Jesus saying that he is the Way, we normally think
that is the way to heaven—and he is, for which we are all deeply grate-
ful. But he meant more than that. He meant that he is the way to live.
The way to do money, to deal with friends and enemies, to manage our
careers, to do family. He meant that he is the way to think, to dream, to
desire, to do everything. That his ways are how we do life, not just what
we do in life. That his ways are just as important as the outcomes . . . in
fact, that his ways determine the outcomes. As someone has well said,
if you have a WWJD (What Would Jesus Do) bracelet, you should also
have a HW]D (How Would Jesus Do it) bracelet, as well. In short, he is
the way to become all that he intends us to become.

This is really great news for all of us who feel that there has to be more
to our Christianity than we are experiencing. Thousands upon thousands
of us have been willing to take the name of Jesus and revel in his grace
but have no clue about the adventurous and sometimes radical joy of
becoming a person of the Way.

If all you have is the meek, mild Jesus who offers little more than
an escape from reality into some ethereal comfort zone that only lasts
until you are finished with your devotions, it’s no wonder you have yet
to find him as a compelling solution to life. You won't know Jesus as he
is intended to be known, and life as it is intended to be lived, until you
embrace the revolutionary Jesus and the revolutionary realities of the
Way. If you are more interested in gaining than in giving; if ideas like
“turn the other cheek” seem weak and vulnerable; if losing to win and
dying to live seem like propositions for failure; if words like surrender and
submission seem like cowards’ words to you; if you fail to see meaning in
suffering; if you feel that evil people should get what they deserve, that
homeless people should just get a grip, that America is your nation and
is totally in the dumps because it is not the “Christian” nation that you
thought it should be . . . If this is what your Christianity looks like, then
you may have Jesus, but it’s clear that he doesn’t have you. No wonder
you sometimes feel that Jesus hasnt made much of an impact—you're
not much different from the average guy who couldn’t care less about
him.

Instead, let me welcome you to a special journey that fills the moments



THE WAY

of your day with a sense of significance and lights your way forward to
life on purpose, with a purpose. Let me welcome you to think and live
differently. To stop being ordinary and average. To join me and count-
less others who are learning that life in the “ordinary lane” is not only
unnecessary but wasteful, that there is a better way to spend our flecting
years here on this planet.
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