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GENERAL EDITOR'S PREFACE

The Cornerstone Biblical Commentary is based on the second edition of the New
Living Translation (2007). Nearly 100 scholars from various church back-
grounds and from several countries (United States, Canada, England, and
Australia) participated in the creation of the NLT. Many of these same scholars
are contributors to this commentary series. All the commentators, whether
participants in the NLT or not, believe that the Bible is God's inspired word
and have a desire to make God’s word clear and accessible to his people.

This Bible commentary is the natural extension of our vision for the New
Living Translation, which we believe is both exegetically accurate and idiom-
atically powerful. The NLT attempts to communicate God’s inspired word in a
lucid English translation of the original languages so that English readers can
understand and appreciate the thought of the original writers. In the same way,
the Cornerstone Biblical Commentary aims at helping teachers, pastors, students,
and laypeople understand every thought contained in the Bible. As such, the
commentary focuses first on the words of Scripture, then on the theological
truths of Scripture—inasmuch as the words express the truths.

The commentary itself has been structured in such a way as to help readers get
at the meaning of Scripture, passage by passage, through the entire Bible. Each
Bible book is prefaced by a substantial book introduction that gives general
historical background important for understanding. Then the reader is taken
through the Bible text, passage by passage, starting with the New Living Transla-
tion text printed in full. This is followed by a section called “Notes,” wherein
the commentator helps the reader understand the Hebrew or Greek behind
the English of the NLT, interacts with other scholars on important interpretive
issues, and points the reader to significant textual and contextual matters. The
“Notes” are followed by the “Commentary,” wherein each scholar presents a
lucid interpretation of the passage, giving special attention to context and major
theological themes.

The commentators represent a wide spectrum of theological positions within
the evangelical community. We believe this is good because it reflects the rich
variety in Christ’s church. All the commentators uphold the authority of God's
word and believe it is essential to heed the old adage: “Wholly apply yourself to
the Scriptures and apply them wholly to you.” May this commentary help you
know the truths of Scripture, and may this knowledge help you “grow in your
knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord” (2 Pet 1:2, NLT).

PHILIP W. COMFORT
GENERAL EDITOR
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TRANSLITERATION AND
NUMBERING SYSTEM

Note: For words and roots from nonbiblical languages (e.g., Arabic, Ugaritic),
only approximate transliterations are given.

aleph
beth
gimel
daleth
he
waw
zayin
heth
teth
yodh
kaph
lamedh

patakh

furtive patakh
qamets

final gamets he
segol

tsere

tsere yod

short hireq
long hireq
hireq yod

alpha
beta
gamma

delta
epsilon
zeta
eta
theta

HEBREW/ARAMAIC
Consonants

! i, 0
b 31
g ]
d )
h B, B,
w X7
2 P
kh R
t o
y v
k 5,0
1

Vowels
a
a
a i
ah
e
e bl
e
i
i H
i ’

GREEK
a 1
b K
g, n (before A
.k Ex) M
d v
e €
z [0}
e T
th p

mem
nun
samekh
ayin

pe
tsadhe
qoph
resh
shin
sin

taw

qamets khatuf
holem

full holem
short qibbuts
long qibbuts
shureq

khatef patakh
khatef qamets
vocalic shewa
patakh yodh

iota
kappa
lamda
mu

nu

ksi
omicron
pi

rho

=r
=sh

=5

= t, th (spirant)

=0
=0
=0
=Uu
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=T o R

(p=rh)



NUMBERING SYSTEM xiv

o, ¢ sigma =s 2 psi =ps

T tau =t ® omega =0

) upsilon = ' rough = h (with

0} phi = ph breathing vowel or
X chi =ch mark diphthong)

THE TYNDALE-STRONG'S NUMBERING SYSTEM

The Cornerstone Biblical Commentary series uses a word-study numbering system

to give both newer and more advanced Bible students alike quicker, more convenient
access to helpful original-language tools (e.g., concordances, lexicons, and theological
dictionaries). Those who are unfamiliar with the ancient Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek
alphabets can quickly find information on a given word by looking up the appropriate
index number. Advanced students will find the system helpful because it allows them
to quickly find the lexical form of obscure conjugations and inflections.

There are two main numbering systems used for biblical words today. The one
familiar to most people is the Strong’s numbering system (made popular by the
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance to the Bible). Although the original Strong’s system
is still quite useful, the most up-to-date research has shed new light on the biblical
languages and allows for more precision than is found in the original Strong’s sys-
tem. The Cornerstone Biblical Commentary series, therefore, features a newly revised
version of the Strong’s system, the Tyndale-Strong’s numbering system. The Tyndale-
Strong’s system brings together the familiarity of the Strong’s system and the best of
modern scholarship. In most cases, the original Strong’s numbers are preserved. In
places where new research dictates, new or related numbers have been added.!

The second major numbering system today is the Goodrick-Kohlenberger system
used in a number of study tools published by Zondervan. In order to give students
broad access to a number of helpful tools, the Commentary provides index numbers
for the Zondervan system as well.

The different index systems are designated as follows:

TG Tyndale-Strong’s Greek number ZH Zondervan Hebrew number
ZG Zondervan Greek number TA/ZA Tyndale/Zondervan Aramaic number
TH Tyndale-Strong’s Hebrew number S Strong's Aramaic number

So in the example, “love” agapé [©26, #°27], the first number is the one to use with
Greek tools keyed to the Tyndale-Strong’s system, and the second applies to tools that
use the Zondervan system.

The indexing of Aramaic terms differs slightly from that of Greek and Hebrew.
Strong's original system mixed the Aramaic terms in with the Hebrew, but the
Tyndale-Strong’s system indexes Aramaic with a new set of numbers starting at 10,000.
Since Tyndale's system for Aramaic diverges completely from original Strong’s, the
original Strong’s number is listed separately so that those using tools keyed to Strong’s
can locate the information. This number is designated with an S, as in the example,
“son” bar [#410120, $1247].

1. Generally, one may simply use the original four-digit Strong’s number to identify words in tools using Strong’s system. If a
Tyndale-Strong's number is followed by a capital letter (e.g., "“1692A), it generally indicates an added subdivision of meaning
for the given term. Whenever a Tyndale-Strong’s number has a number following a decimal point (e.g., "“2013.1), it reflects an
instance where new research has yielded a separate, new classification of use for a biblical word. Forthcoming tools from Tyndale
House Publishers will include these entries, which were not part of the original Strong’s system.
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INTRODUCTION TO

1-2 Chronicles

IT WAS DURING MY SEMINARY DAYS that I first took a serious look at the books of
Chronicles. Up to that point my attitude had been that expressed by the title of these
books in the Septuagint. There they are called Paraleipomenon or “omissions,” imply-
ing that they contain material that was not included in the books of Samuel and
Kings. Chronicles was just “the leftovers”; Samuel—Kings was “the main course.”
But it was under the tutelage of Raymond Dillard that I saw for the first time that
these “leftovers” could be “the main course.” His riveting lectures left me on the
edge of my seat as we discussed the significance of the Chronicler’s version of Israel’s
story and its implications for theology.!

The first line of the work now known as 1 and 2 Chronicles begins with the words
“The descendants of Adam” (1 Chr 1:1), while the final pericope of the work begins
with the words “In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia” (2 Chr 36:22). These two
citations reveal the scale of the accomplishment of this work: It is nothing short of
a history of the world from the creation of humanity to the restoration of the Jews
from Babylonian exile; it is, as Jerome once called it, “the chronicle of the whole
of sacred history.” Until recently, however, the work as a whole has often been
maligned by (and, probably even worse, ignored in) critical scholarship.

Jerome’s statement above is the most likely origin of the book’s English name,
“Chronicles.” This name is closely aligned with the Hebrew tradition, which calls
this work dibre hayyamim, or “events of the days,” a title that is used to refer to the
official royal histories used as a source in the book of Kings (1 Kgs 14:19; 15:31;
16:5, 14, 20, 27). The name in the Greek tradition (Paraleipomenon, or “omissions”),
however, does little to encourage its readership. As noted above, this title reflects a
common attitude toward Chronicles: It is simply to be used as a supplement to the
more important works of Samuel and Kings.

There are other reasons why Chronicles has been ignored and maligned in bibli-
cal studies, both on literary and historical levels. In terms of its literary character,
although Chronicles reviews the “whole of sacred history,” the vast majority of this
“sacred history” is covered efficiently through the genre of genealogical lists, which fill
the first nine chapters of the work (1 Chr 1-9)—not the most riveting introduction
to capture the imagination of modern readers. When the Chronicler finally does get
to the key narratives of David and Solomon in 1 Chronicles 10—2 Chronicles 9, he
lessens the tension of the plot by removing nearly all references to the failures of these
kings and inserts long lists of people (1 Chr 11-12, 23-27). In the rest of his account
(2 Chr 10-36), the Chronicler excises from his source the story of the northern king-
dom with its fascinating parallel plot to the enduring Davidic kingdom.



1-2 CHRONICLES 4

In addition, Chronicles is often ignored and maligned in biblical studies
because of its perceived lack of historical worth. There is no question that the
Chronicler was at some distance from the events he related, indicated by the
final recorded incident in the book, which places it in the Persian period. The
Chronicler raises questions for many historians in the way he rehearses the his-
tory of Israel. His results not only diverge from Samuel and Kings but also reflect
a consistent agenda and style. In the sections that are not found in Samuel and
Kings, one can discern a common vocabulary that reveals the personality of the
Chronicler. This vocabulary occurs not only in the “direct narrative,” that is, those
sections where the Chronicler is describing events in the third person, but also
in the “dramatic narrative,” that is, those sections that cite speeches or prayers.
Many have questioned the veracity of the Paraleipomenon or “omissions” that the
Chronicler has added into his account.

These critiques are the product of our modern fixation on literature and his-
tory. It may be difficult for us to appreciate a literary work in which long lists and
genealogies form a key component, but this does not appear to be true for ancient
writers and readers. Although not testing the limits of our modern patience, the
New Testament Gospel of Matthew begins in similar fashion, drawing the reader
into the story of Jesus by tracing his human origins in the line of Abraham and
David. Modern readers may want the story of Israel to be told with more brilliant
colors, but the Chronicler had an agenda that sought to capture the imagination
of his own generation rather than a modern one. It is this agenda that has often

1930 BC 1920 1(?10 1900 9|90 9|80 9|70 9|60 9|50 9|40 9|30 9|20
ASSYRIAN EMPIRE
Ashur-rabi Il (1012-972) Ashur-dan |1 (934-912)
Shalmaneser 11 (1030-1019) Ashur-reshi-ishi 11 (971-967)
Ashur-nirari IV (1018-1013) Tiglath-pileser Il (966-935)
ISRAEL KINGDOM OF ISRAEL
Jeroboam | (931-910)
Israel Divides
Saul (1050~1011) (931 80
David (1011-971)
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been the subject of modern debate over the historical character of the Chronicler,
yet all the while the greatest detractors seem to think that modern historiography
itself is devoid of an agenda. Fundamental to the task of writing history, whether
in the ancient or modern world, is linking cause and effect and establishing a
rationale for understanding events in a certain way. Throughout time, all history
writing has highlighted certain themes by emphasizing particular parts of history
over others through including or excluding various events. It is true that there
are dimensions of ancient historiography, such as the creation and shaping of
speeches to reflect the sentiments of a character (see Thucydides) or the inclusion
of supernatural causes, which are seen as inappropriate for many modern histo-
rians, but these were accepted modes of historical writing in the ancient world
and would not have been considered faulty or inferior.? The Chronicler has also
shaped his historical presentation in a certain way to highlight historiographical
principles that were key to his worldview and theology and helpful to his readers,
who lived in a unique period in history. Understanding these principles is key to
using Chronicles for reconstructing the history of Israel as well as for highlight-
ing its theological significance for believers today. Some of these principles will
be highlighted under “Major Themes” below (see also the introductions to 1 Chr
1-9, 10-29, 2 Chr 1-9, and 10-36 for historiographic principles key to each sec-
tion of the work).

In order to investigate the Chronicler’s work, we need to look more closely at
introductory issues of history, text, and literature. First, we need to discover when
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this work was written, who was responsible for it, and to whom it was written.
Second, we need to evaluate the textual sources for the study of Chronicles, that
is, evaluate the various ancient manuscripts in Hebrew and other languages that
bear witness to the original text. Part of the textual study is to ascertain the textual
limits of the work itself, whether it comprised 1 and 2 Chronicles or whether it
included Ezra and Nehemiah as well. Finally, in light of this, we need to determine
what evidence can be drawn from the resulting work that offers clues into the his-
toriography of the writer, that is, what the agenda of the writer and the potential
for theology is.

AUTHOR

Jewish tradition largely associated the authorship of Chronicles with Ezra. The
Babylonian Talmud (b. Bava Batra 15a) claimed that Ezra wrote the book that bears
his own name and the genealogies of the book of Chronicles up until his own time
and that Nehemiah finished it. It is unclear what is meant here, whether Ezra just
updated the genealogies in Chronicles or wrote beginning with the genealogies and
up until Ezra 10. However, the identity of the author (or authors) of this work is
never revealed in the book, a characteristic that is the rule rather than the exception
for Old Testament books. Evidence within the book suggests that the author was
closely associated with the Temple. The book emphasizes the Temple and its services
and provides extensive detail about it. Further evidence for the author’s close
association with the Temple can be found in the fact that the Temple played a key
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role in supporting the development of Jewish literature in the Second Temple period
(the period in which Chronicles was written). Furthermore, the prominence given
to Levites (and within that group to Levitical musicians) suggests someone among
that sacred guild in the Second Temple period. The consistent focus on Jerusalem
and the Temple suggests that those responsible for composing the Chronicles were
living in the Persian province of Yehud (comprised primarily of Jerusalem and its
surrounding suburbs).

DATE AND OCCASION OF WRITING

Chronicles offers only a few pieces of evidence for ascertaining the date of its
origin. First, its extensive use of the books of Samuel and Kings means that it
must have been written after the final event in that composition, which is cited in
2 Kings 25:27-30 as the 37th year of Jehoiachin’s exile during the reign of Amel-
Marduk (Evil-merodach) of Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar’s son), who reigned from
562-560 BC. Second, the final pericope of Chronicles cites a proclamation that
was written in the first year of the Persian King Cyrus, encouraging the Jews to
return to their land and rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. Although Cyrus rose
to prominence in the ancient Near East in 553 BC, when he revolted against his
grandfather, the Median king Astyages, and inherited his kingdom, it was not until
539 B¢ that Cyrus finally marched into Babylon and took full control of the ancient
Near East from Nabonidus. On a famous cylinder discovered in Mesopotamia and
written in the early months of Cyrus’s control of the former Babylonian Empire,
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COMMENTARY ON

1 Chronicles

INTRODUCTION TO 1 CHRONICLES 1-9

It is the genealogies at the outset of the book of Chronicles—lists that comprise
25 to 30 percent of the entire work (Knoppers 2004)—that have earned the book
a notorious reputation among ancient and modern readers alike.! Genealogical
lists elsewhere in the Old Testament are usually brief and placed within narratives,
making them more palatable to the modern reader. The narrative of Genesis, for
instance, is structured according to what are called toledoth [118435, z49352] (Gen 2:4;
5:1; 6:9; 10:1, 32; 11:10, 27; 25:12, 13, 19; 36:1, 9; 37:2), a word whose verbal root
connotes bearing or siring a child (yalad [M3205, z#3528]). At the various junctures
cited above, the narrative employs the term toledoth to signal the beginning of a new
section of the book. In some cases the term is followed by genealogical information
(e.g., Gen 10:1), while in others it is followed by simple narrative description (e.g.,
Gen 37:2). The term toledoth probably has its origins in genealogies as suggested
by its use in Genesis 10:32; 11:10, 27; 25:12-13, 19; 36:1, 9, and thus shows the
key role that genealogies can play in a narrative. For the first section of his work,
the Chronicler has taken the many genealogies within Genesis and stripped them
from their surrounding narratives. These lists introduce an elongated genealogy
that stretches for nine chapters and tests the patience of even the most committed
Hebrew scholar. But the Chronicler, by collating these lists and placing them at the
outset of his grand narrative, shows that for him the lists were not only significant
as ancient records of Israel but essential for the reading of the subsequent narrative
in 1 Chronicles 10—2 Chronicles 36. This introduction to chapters 1-9 seeks to
orient the modern reader to the sociology, rhetoric, sources, and purposes of the
genealogies in the Chronicler’s work.?

Sociology. Although literary in character, ancient genealogies presume an underly-
ing sociological reality, not only in terms of the world of those represented in the
genealogy, but more importantly, in terms of the world of those reproducing the
genealogy. They are reflections, as well as projections, of sociological structure.
Structures. There is no question that genealogies are dominated by family struc-
tures, beginning with the beth ‘ab (house of the father), each of which belonged to a
“clan” (mishpakhah [4940, 245476]; Ruth 2:1; Gen 12:3), which in turn belonged to a
“tribe” (shebet [117626, 248657] or matteh [1H4294, 244751]) and even a nation (bene yisra’el
[1121, z41201], the “children of Israel”; Josh 7:16-18; Judg 6:15; 1 Sam 9:21; 10:20-21).
The beth ‘ab [™1004/1, z41074/3] (house) was larger than the modern Western nuclear
family, including up to four generations and often the families of multiple brothers
from a common father who lived in two or three houses architecturally connected
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(see Gen 7:1, 7; 36:6; 45:10; cf. Gen 46:26; Exod 20:8-10, 17; Deut 5:12-15, 21; Josh
7:16-18; Judg 6:11, 27, 30; 8:20). This unit also included individuals who were not
related by blood, such as debt servants, slaves, concubines, resident aliens, sojourn-
ers, and priests (see Judg 18:14-22, 25, 29). The diverse character of the core family
unit helps the modern reader understand why the genealogies in the Old Testament
may at times describe lines and link people who are not related by blood. At times
geographical, social, economic, religious, and political relationships are also in view
(cf. Braun 1986:4). This is evident in cases where the term “father” (‘ab [M1, z43]) is
used for the founder of a city (see NLT mg on 2:24, 42, 55) or where a list reflects
political succession (1:43-51a) or military organization (1:51b-54).

Values. The household in ancient Israel was patrilineal (descent was reckoned
through the male line), patrilocal (the wife joined the household of her husband),
patriarchal (the family was led by the eldest male), and patrimonial (land was
transferred from father to sons, with the eldest son receiving the largest portion).?
The dominance of these values in ancient Israelite sociology explains much of the
content of the genealogies. Exceptions to these rules, then, should stand out to the
reader and receive greater rhetorical attention. For instance, one should not miss
cases where the one who is not firstborn carries on the line or is singled out within
the line.

Most genealogies arising in patriarchal societies focus on the male line. The
Chronicler, however, does not completely ignore women in his genealogies, a fea-
ture noted by Knoppers (2004:358) for the genealogy of Judah, which mentions
wives (2:18, 24, 26, 29, 35; 3:3; 4:5, 7, 19), concubines (2:46, 48; 3:9; cf. 2:21,
24), sisters (2:16-17; 3:9, 19; 4:3, 19), daughters (2:4 [daughter-in-law], 21, 34, 35,
49; 3:2, 5; 4:18), and mothers (2:26; 4:9). Women appear in the genealogies for
structural purposes, to differentiate between various children born to a patriarch
(3:1-9), and/or for ideological purposes, to bring into view background narratives
or developing themes for the line under discussion. For instance, the mention of
Zerubbabel’s daughter Shelomith in 3:19 emphasizes her role in the Persian period
community (see also 3:9).

At points, however, the genealogies are matrilineal. For example, both 2:21-23
and 7:14-19 trace the line of the Transjordan Manasseh clan of Makir, and in both
instances these lines intersect the key tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The use of such
matrilineal structure probably reflects sociological patterns in this region, but they
may also have been used by the Chronicler to show that a remnant of this half-tribe
of Joseph survived in Judah and Benjamin.

Ethnicity. The fact that Israel is singled out from all the nations traced in chapter
1 may suggest to some a focus on exclusivity in the Chronicler’s genealogy. How-
ever, the consistent mention of non-Israelites throughout the genealogies of Israel
leads Knoppers (2004:358) to conclude that “the genealogy does affirm a range
of humans—male and female, ancestor and slave, Israelite, Canaanite, Edomite,
Moabite, Ishmaelite, and Egyptian—had a role to play in Judah's development.” In
this Japhet (1993:74) finds evidence that “one of the goals of these genealogies is
the inclusion, rather than exclusion, of the non-Israelite elements in the people of
Israel, by presenting them as an organic part of the tribes, mainly in the status of



27 1 CHRONICLES 1-9

‘wives’ or ‘concubines! It is geographical rather than ethnic affiliation which con-
stitutes the unifying element, especially in Judah.”

Rhetoric. Genealogies in the ancient world in general and the Old Testament in par-
ticular are not all cut from the same cloth. One can discern a diversity of rhetorical
principles used for the genealogical lists of Chronicles. This diversity can be traced
to a variety of factors, including the makeup of the family unit, the purpose of the
genealogist, and the preference of a particular group or era.

Focus. Some genealogies in Chronicles have breadth, offering a comprehensive
list of members of a single generation (intragenerational), while others restrict the
focus by concentrating on depth, focusing the list on one individual each in multiple
generations (intergenerational). Genealogies dominated by breadth are often called
segmented genealogies, while those dominated by depth are called linear. Combina-
tions of these two types are found (see below under “Purposes”).

Order. Some genealogies in Chronicles (either linear or segmented) trace the gen-
erations in descending chronological order, from parent to child, from oldest child
to youngest, while other genealogies trace them in ascending chronological order,
from child to parent, from youngest to oldest child. Still other genealogies use an
ordering principle other than chronology, related to ideological or narrative prin-
ciples. As already noted, at times lists are employed that are not explicitly genea-
logical but rather related to political succession (1:43-51a) or military organization
(1:51b-54).

Design. Usually genealogies of Chronicles are presented in sequential fashion,
which is not surprising since lineage moves methodically from generation to gen-
eration. One can discern at times a penchant for symbolic enumeration, with focus
on birth order (3:1-3) and patterns of three (e.g., 2:3, 9, 27; 3:23), six (3:4), seven
(2:10-13a, 13b-15; 3:24), twelve (2:1-2), and fourteen (2:34-41). At times the
sequence is punctuated with structural summaries (as in ch 1). Sometimes instead
of a sequential design, one finds a chiastic design that identifies the importance of
the figures placed at the beginning, middle, and end of the list. For example, Knop-
pers (2004:257) claims that there is a chiastic design in the priestly lists in 6:2-15
[5:28-41] that places Kohath (son of Levi) at the outset, Zadok (the high priest
serving in the court of David-Solomon) in the center, and Jehozadak (the final high
priest before the Exile) at the end.

Chiastic design can also be discerned on the macrolevel, even alongside sequen-
tial patterns. Knoppers (2004:260-265) highlights these in his work on the overall
shape of chapters 1-9.* One can discern a sequential flow to the genealogy. First
Chronicles 1 identifies Israel’s relationship with the nations of the world, chapters
2-8 note its privileged place among the nations, and chapter 9 emphasizes con-
tinuity between privileged Israel and the restoration community centered around
Jerusalem and the Temple. Furthermore, “If the universal lineage sets the stage for
the appearance of Israel (1 Chr 2-8), the tribal lineages set the stage for the reestab-
lishment of an Israel centered around Jerusalem (9:2-34)” (Knoppers 2004:264).
At the same time, a chiastic pattern (see below) shows that for the Chronicler Levi
stands at the center of the community and that Judah and Benjamin are related as
the surviving tribes who now inhabit the province of Yehud, while the other tribes
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are not ignored (Simeon, Transjordan, and northern tribes). First Chronicles 1 and
9 both highlight Israel’s emergence from the nations of the world, first in creation
and second in restoration. The design is as follows:

A. The peoples of the world (1:1-2:2)
B. Judah with Simeon (2:3-4:43)
C. Transjordan tribes (5:1-26)
D. Levi (6:1-81)
C’ The northern tribes (7:1-40)
B’ Benjamin (8:1-40)
A’ Persian-period inhabitants of Jerusalem (9:2-34)

Formula. In Chronicles, various formulae are used to introduce each generation
within a genealogy. The most prevalent formula is “the son(s) of FATHER: SON 1
..." (Heb., ben(ey) [M1121, z#1201]; e.g., 1:28), with “daughter” (Heb., bath [1323,
z41426]) replacing “son(s)” in limited cases (e.g., 2:49). At times the formula will be
preceded by the demonstrative pronoun “these” (Heb., ‘elleh [H428, zH465]; “these are
the son(s) of FATHER: SON 1. .."), and this secondary formula can also function to
terminate a list (1:23b, 31b, 33b, 54b). Other formulae are also used, including:

“FATHER sired SON” (Hebrew root yalad [3205, 243528], Qal/Hiphil; e.g., 2:22)

“MOTHER gave birth to SON” (yalad, in Qal; e.g., 2:49)

"FATHER, the father of SON” (Heb., ‘abi [H1, z43]; e.g., 2:49)

“SON, son of FATHER” (Heb., ben [H1121, 241201]; e.g., 4:34)

“FATHER, his son SON” (Heb., beno; e.g., 3:10-14; 7:25-27)

One should keep in mind that the terms “father/mother” and “son/daughter” do
not always signify immediately successive generations but can designate “ancestor”
and “descendant” and even at times the “founder” of a city (see 2:24, 42, 55, NLT
mg). The technique of telescoping generations (see 2:10-17; Klein 2006:95) may
serve the purpose of creating literary structure,® conserving space, or bringing key
generations into closer proximity.

Extranominal information. While the backbone of any genealogy is the bare list
of names joined by one of the formulae, at times the genealogy will contain other
material. This may be short descriptions (1:46, 50; 3:17), brief narratives (4:9-10),
numbering (either ordinal or cardinal, 3:1-9),° or chronological information
(1:19, 43).

In general, variations in these various structuring principles within a genealogy
will serve a rhetorical purpose, and such variations should be noted by the reader.

Sources. In 4:22 the Chronicler makes the claim that “these names all come from
ancient records.” In some cases these records are most likely the books that now
comprise the Old Testament canon. For example, chapter 1 relies heavily upon
materials now found in the book of Genesis, if not the book of Genesis itself, while
3:1-4 relies on 2 Samuel 3:1-5. In other cases the source used by the Chronicler has
not survived. Knoppers (2004:286) notes several key techniques employed by the
Chronicler. Sometimes he would excise his lists from long narratives (1:1-4, 24-27).
At other times, he would rearrange blocks of material from his source (1:29-31,
32-33,35-54; 2:1-2). He was free to transform the original headings of the material
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and even create new transitions that would fit the new literary context better. He
displays liberty in omitting or abridging details, whether geographical, anecdotal,
or chronological.

Purposes. To introduce a discussion of the purpose of the genealogies in Chronicles,
Armin Siedlecki (1999:235) relates the story, told by Charles Kraft (1979:229), of
a discussion between a Jewish and Gentile university student:

The Gentile asked the Jewish student what his favorite passage of Scripture was.

His immediate response was, ‘The first eight chapters of First Chronicles’ These are
Hebrew genealogies. From my (Gentile) point of view I have often wondered why God
allowed so much space in his Word to be ‘wasted’ on such trivia. But to a Hebrew
(and to many other kinship-oriented societies around the world) genealogical lists of
this nature demonstrate in the deepest way the specificity of God'’s love and concern
that lies at the heart of the Gospel.

To many modern westerners these nine chapters may appear to be “wasted” space
in revelatory history, but as the response of the Jewish student makes clear, such is
not the view of many Jews today, nor was it of the Jewish community in the past.
While Kraft has focused on one particular purpose of genealogy, there are probably
a multitude of purposes for the use of genealogical lists in antiquity.

One purpose of genealogies was to structure and validate sociological functions,
especially those related to war (military lists), worship (Temple personnel lists),
and rule (royal lists). Thus, Ezra 2:62-63//Nehemiah 7:64-65 recounts how priests
were required to prove their genealogy in order to serve, 1 Chronicles 27 records
the military divisions that served in David’s army, and 1 Chronicles 23-26 records
the priestly and Levitical divisions for Israel’s worship. Most note a difference in
function between linear and segmented types of lists, with the former used to
legitimize the terminal individual of the list by creating a link to a worthy ancestor,
and the latter used to depict relationships between the various contemporaneous
lines. So, for instance, a linear genealogy of priestly functionaries would be more
useful for establishing the legitimacy of a later high priest (e.g., 6:4-15), while a
segmented genealogy of priestly functionaries would be more useful for describing
the roles played by the various priestly families for the maintenance of worship
(e.g., 6:16-30).

These purposes of establishing legitimacy and demonstrating relationships
through genealogies are not mutually exclusive. Since segmented genealogies often
have a linear dimension and a single genealogy may employ both structuring prin-
ciples, there may be a dual purpose at work. For instance, while the Davidic geneal-
ogy in chapter 3 is dominated by a linear focus, it begins with a segmented focus
for David’s family, revealing the abundant potential of the dynasty at the outset
from which the line of Solomon was chosen. After a linear focus from Solomon
to Josiah, there is a return at the end to a form that combines the segmented and
linear foci. After Josiah, the breadth of successive generations is described, showing
the enduring potential of the royal line, but in each generation one line is always
identified and traced forward to the next, showing an enduring election within this
royal line (see commentary on ch 3; cf. Knoppers 2001:35-50).
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Although similar to their original function as lists created as records of the commu-
nity and preserved in archives, the range of purposes for these lists expands when they
are incorporated creatively into a narrative work. Such genealogies continue to play
the roles of legitimizing single lines and relating multiple lines. For the Chronicler’s
community, tracing the lines of Israel would have provided much needed continuity
and thus legitimacy for a community living under imperial hegemony in the wake
of the Exile. In addition, the lists function to legitimize or envision legitimization for
various sociological groups, including tribal units and Levitical clans.” The inclusion
of a list of those who returned from exile in chapter 9, as well as the focus on the gene-
alogies of key figures from the Chronicler’s own time, legitimizes families involved in
leadership in the Second Temple community (Knoppers 2004:251). In addition, the
segmented genealogies of the world in chapter 1 and of Israel in chapters 2-8 highlight
Israel’s relationship with their world, as well as the relationships between the various tribes.®
A community living with the reality of imperial hegemony, confirmed by the inclu-
sion of the list of returning exiles in chapter 9,° would need to understand their place
within this world."® A community consisting merely of the remnant of Judah, Benja-
min, and Levi and limited to the tribal territories of the south would need to reflect
carefully on their relationship with the other tribes and territories and be reminded
that the present reality was not necessarily the preferred future.

But these lists function in other ways within these narratives." First, they create
narrative movement as they trace the period from Adam (1:1) to Saul (9:35-44) and
as a result place this story of David’s dynasty and kingdom within the larger his-
tory of the world and Israel.'? In this way the Chronicler was able to cover in his
single book the entire history of Israel that consumes Genesis—Kings and thus
to earn for his work Jerome’s description of being a “Chronicle of All Divine His-
tory.”!® Another dimension of this narrative movement is highlighted by Japhet
(1993:8), who compares 1 Chronicles 1:1 with 2 Chronicles 36:22-23, a move-
ment from what she calls “beginning to ‘beginning,” that is, from the beginning
of human history to the new beginning of Israel’s history after exile. Additionally,
Knoppers (2004:264) argues for a close literary relationship between chapters 1-9
and chapter 10—2 Chronicles 36, both ending with exile (9:1; 2 Chr 36:17-21),
both identifying the people’s “unfaithfulness” (ma‘al [T14604, z45086]) as the cause of
the Exile (9:1; 2 Chr 36:12-16), and both announcing a return to the land (9:2-34;
2 Chr 36:22-23).

Second, especially by including extranominal information (see above), but also
by inserting certain lists (the various northern tribes, the royal line, the priestly line),
the genealogies foreshadow some of the key theological themes, rhetorical structures, and
narrative characters of the Chronicler’s work. Three recent descriptions of evidence
for this foreshadowing are worthy of note:

Oeming (1990), summarized so nicely by Kleinig (1994:57), details the effects
of the Chronicler’s genealogies:

True Israel is defined geographically as a land centered on Judah and Jerusalem,

ethnically as twelve tribes coordinated around the tribe of Levi, politically as a nation
unified by David and his descendants, theologically as a people obedient to God's law,
cultically as a liturgical community participating in the sacrificial ritual at the temple
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in Jerusalem, and sacrally as a holy people linked personally to the temple sanctuary
via the Levites scattered throughout its territory. The genealogies are therefore taken to
encapsulate the main elements of the Chronicler’s theology.

Johnstone (1998:107-113, here 107) argues that the thematic term ma‘al binds
the genealogical section together: “From start to finish on West Bank and on East,
Israel’s history has been blighted by % (1 Chron. 2.7; 5.25; 9.1).” Johnstone notes
how the genealogies in chapter 1 identify the universal context of Israel’s life and
the central genealogies in chapters 2-8 portray the ideal tribal ordering of Israel so
that it can realize its destiny (especially with Levi at its center) while at the same
time revealing how Israel vitiated its destiny (exemplified in the behavior of Reu-
ben, Nadab and Abihu, the inclusion of the Transjordanian tribes, the omission of
Dan, the mention of the Exile). Finally, however, chapters 8-9 provide the remedial
action necessary for Israel to realize its destiny (especially in the interweaving of the
failure of the Benjaminite king Saul and the redemption of Benjaminite Jerusalem).
Johnstone (1998:113) says, “The reason that Benjamin appears last in the tribal
genealogies is, therefore, not merely that Benjamin, as one of the last survivors,
constitutes an enclosing bracket around the more vulnerable northern tribes; rather,
it is that Benjamin provides the Chronicler with the double link of both guilt and
atonement forward into this account of Israel’s history.”

Duke (1990:56) argues that the narrative statements throughout the genealogies
(2:3; 4:10; 5:20, 22, 25-26; 9:1) “signal to the audience the laws operating within
the world of the narrative,” which he sees as a “maxim of divine blessing/punish-
ment.” In addition, the repetition of the genealogy of Benjamin (7:6-12; 8:29-40)
directs attention to the surviving tribe associated with Judah and provides move-
ment toward the opening of the narrative.

One should analyze such genealogies embedded within biblical 