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o . Candace Calvert

E COde Trl age Candace Calvert is an

o . ER nurse who landed on

E Mercy Hospltal #3 the “other side of the

Al Dr. Leigh Stathos likes her ER shifts fast, j stethoscope” after the

> equestrian accident that

> furious, and adrenaline-infused—"Treat broke her neck and convinced her that

> love, laughter—and faith—are the very

= 'em and street 'em’’—with no emo- best medicines of all. The inspirational

- account of her accident and recov-
tional complications. Life's taught her a ery appears in Chicken Soup for the

soul-rending lesson: nothing lasts for- career.

ever, including marriage. And the clock is

ticking toward the end of hers.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

USE THESE QUESTIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL REFLECTION OR FOR DISCUSSION WITHIN
YOUR BOOK CLUB OR SMALL GROUP.

NoTe: Book cLUBS THAT cCHOOSE TO READ CoODE TRIAGE AND WOULD LIKE

ME TO “ATTEND” YOUR GET-TOGETHER, PLEASE E-MAIL ME AT CANDACE@
CANDACECALVERT.COM. I’LL TRY TO ARRANGE A SPEAKERPHONE CONVERSATION TO
JOIN YOUR DISCUSSION.

1. IN THE OPENING SCENE OF CODE TRIAGE, OFF-DUTY POLICE OFFICER Nick
STATHOS FACES DANGER TO AID A YOUNG MOTHER AT RISK OF LOSING HER
CHILDREN. HE STUBBORNLY INSISTS, “| DON’T GIVE UP. EVER.” WHAT DOES THIS
SCENE SAY ABOUT HIS CHARACTER! HIS BACKGROUND? VALUES? CONSIDERING
THOSE THINGS, WERE YOU SURPRISED TO LEARN THAT NICK’S MARRIAGE WAS
ENDING BECAUSE OF HIS INFIDELITY? Discuss.

2. THE READER FIRST MEETS ER PHYSICIAN LEIGH STATHOS AS SHE’S ATTEMPTING
TO PUMP THE STOMACH OF AN OVERDOSE PATIENT, A WOMAN DESPONDENT

OVER HER HUSBAND’S AFFAIR. LEIGH’S MANNER IS FIRM, PROFESSIONAL, AND
EMOTIONALLY NEUTRAL. HOW DOES THIS DIFFER FROM HER “GUT-LEVEL”
INTERNAL REACTION TO THE WOMAN’S SITUATION? WHAT DOES THAT—AND
LEIGH’S EAGERNESS TO COMPLETE THE DIVORCE AND MOVE AWAY FROM SAN
FRANCISCO—TELL YOU ABOUT HER CHARACTER? DID YOU SEE A CONFLICT IN THE
PERSONALITIES OF Nick AND LEIGH STATHOS!?

3. WHAT WAS YOUR INITIAL REACTION TO SAMANTHA GORDON? WERE THE
SCENES FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF “THE OTHER WOMAN" EFFECTIVE FOR YOU AS
A READER! VWHY DO YOU THINK THEY WERE INCLUDED?

4. SECONDARY CHARACTERS PLAYED SIGNIFICANT ROLES IN CoDE TRIAGE. WHO
IS YOUR FAVORITE? CAPPY THOMAS? HARRY OR ANTOINETTE McNEALY!? MARIA?
CAROLINE? WHAT DID THAT CHARACTER ADD TO THE STORY?

5. WHAT IMPACT DID HER SISTER’S IMPENDING DIVORCE HAVE ON CAROLINE! Do
YOU THINK IT’S TRUE THAT THERE IS A “RIPPLE EFFECT” OF DIVORCE? How so?

6. How DID THE UNLIKELY FRIENDSHIP OF TAG AND FRISCO ADD TO THE
sTORY? DID YOU SEE A PARALLEL BETWEEN LEIGH’S NEED TO GIVE HER HORSE “A
CUSHION OF SPACE” (AN EMPTY STALL BESIDE HIS) AND HER OWN APPROACH TO
RELATIONSHIPS!? Discuss.

7 LEIGH KNEW SHE WAS PREGNANT WHEN SHE AND NICK SEPARATED, BUT SHE
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CONTINUED

NEVER TOLD HIM. |F SHE HAD, DO YOU THINK IT WOULD IT HAVE CHANGED THINGS? IF
so, How!

8. IN THE SCENE WHERE THEY PREPARE AN ANNIVERSARY DINNER FOR THE McNEALYs,
FORMER CHEF NIcK TELLS LEIGH THAT RECIPES ARE BUILT AROUND A “CENTRAL
INGREDIENT.” His STATEMENT REMINDS LEIGH OF THEIR CHRISTIAN COUNSELOR’S
ADVICE REGARDING A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE: TO HAVE GOD AT ITS CENTER. WHAT
IMPORTANCE DO YOU PLACE ON SHARED FAITH IN A MARRIAGE? HAVE YOU SEEN
WOUNDED RELATIONSHIPS HEAL AS A RESULT OF “PUTTING GOD AT THE CENTER”?

9. AFTER THE ER SHIFT THAT INCLUDED A HOSPITAL SHOOTING, LEIGH TELLS RILEY
THAT SHE INTENDS TO GO SOMEPLACE WHERE “EVEN GOD CAN’T TRACK ME DOWN.”
GOLDEN GATE STABLES HAS BECOME HER COMFORT AND REFUGE WHEN TROUBLES
CROWD IN. Do YOU HAVE A PLACE LIKE THAT? Do you FEeL GOD’s PRESENCE THERE?

10. A NURSE STRUGGLING WITH HER ABILITY TO SET ASIDE PERSONAL FEELINGS TO
CARE FOR KURT DENTON, THE MAN WHO KILLED A COWORKER, ASKS CHAPLAIN RILEY
HaLe, “How Do | bo THIs?” RILEY’S ANSWER IS “ONE STEP AT A TIME.” How DOEs
THAT ANSWER RELATE TO RILEY’S OWN STRUGGLE AS A VICTIM OF CRIME? WHAT DO
YOU IMAGINE THE FUTURE HOLDS FOR THIS CHARACTER?

11. A LEMON TREE AND A DINING ROOM TABLE BECOME IMPORTANT MOTIFS IN THE
STORY. IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT THE DOES THE TREE SYMBOLIZE? CAN YOU COMPARE
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF A TABLE IN NICK’S LIFE TO THE SIGNIFICANCE IN LEIGH’s? How
IMPORTANT WAS A FAMILY TABLE IN YOUR CHILDHOOD! |s THAT DIFFERENT NOw?

12. WHEN ABUSED ORPHAN MARIA FINALLY BREAKS HER SILENCE, SHE TELLS LEIGH
THAT “WE DON’T HAVE TO BE AFRAID,” BECAUSE GOD WILL “ALWAYS BE HERE . . .
FOREVER AND EVER.” WHY DID THAT STATEMENT AFFECT LEIGH SO DEEPLY?

13. How DID YOU FEEL ABOUT SAM GORDON AT THE STORY’S END? ARE YOU HOPEFUL
FOR HER FUTURE! WHY OR WHY NOT?

14. THE EPILOGUE BRINGS TOGETHER CHARACTERS FROM ALL THREE MERCY HosPITAL

BOOKS, REUNITED AT A BEACH WEDDING. DID THAT MAKE FOR A SATISFYING ENDING!

WERE THERE ANY QUESTIONS THAT YOU FELT WERE LEFT UNANSWERED AT THE STORY’S
END? Discuss.

THANK YOU FOR READING CODE TRIAGE. SEND ME A NOTE; I’'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM
YOU.

WARMLY,

CANDACE CALVERT
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