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Introduction

“Why don't you get the whole family together and join us for another
adventure in Odyssey?”

[ first heard those words when I was eight years old, and, like listeners around
the world, my family joined Adventures in Odyssey for hundreds of adventures.
We couldn’t get enough. We listened to Odlyssey on the radio, we watched the
Odyssey animated videos, and we read the Odyssey novels.

As I got older, I wanted to find out everything about Odyssey. But 1
couldn’t keep all the details straight because the series had so many wonderful
stories. What was the first episode in the Blackgaard saga? What was the show
where Richard Maxwell talked about having a sister? Which episodes had themes
of “obeying your mom and dad”? (Sometimes I really needed to listen to those
episodes a few times in a row.) The real question was this: How do I organize
all this information? In college, I created one way—a fan Web site!
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After I posted the site, an unexpected thing
happened. I started getting E-mail from the
writers, producers, and sound designers of
the show. It was like a Star Wars fan getting a
personal letter from the creator, George Lucas.
I was thrilled! Before long, I started chatting
online with Mark Drury, one of the sound
designers of the show. He
suggested that I come out for
a summer internship at Focus
on the Family and work with
the Adventures in Odyssey team.

After I recovered from a near-
dead faint, I thought that was a
great idea. I came out during the
summer of 2000 and wrote my
first script under the caring eyes
of Paul McCusker. What a dream
come true!

Being involved with the
Odlyssey team made me realize
that the great episodes that go
out on the radio, on video, and
in novels are only Aalf the story.

What happens behind the scenes
during the creation of the show is
filled with just as much excitement
and conflict, just as many twists and
turns, and just as much drama and
intrigue as your favorite Adventures in
Odlyssey tale.

But what fun are all those great
behind-the-scene stories if no one
knows about them? It would be like
Whit creating an incredible new inven-
tion, but never unveiling it. Why not create a
book that allows readers to follow the story of
Adventures in Odyssey both through the stories

in the fictional town and through the stories

Even when | was eight years old, Odyssey

of the team that creates that town every day?
That’s what the Odyssey team thought, and
our 20th anniversary provided the perfect
opportunity.

So now you hold in your hands an adven-
ture that is 20 years in the making. It’s
Adventures in Odyssey: The Official Guide!

tapes were in MY cassette-tape player.

But before we begin, a few quick notes.
With a book longer than the M volume
of the encyclopedia, we wanted to save space

where we could. So “BTS” doesn’t mean
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Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Bug
Tracking System, or even Bangor Theological
Seminary. BTS is short for “Behind the
Scenes,” and it’s here that you'll find those
stories of the creation of each show, from the
creators, writers, producers, actors, and sound
designers. You'll also see the word “Foley”

in many of the BTS and Sound Bites. Foley,
named after sound-effects pioneer Jack Foley,
describes the live sound effects that the sound
designers create. When you hear Bernard
pulling that squeaky squeegee across a pane
of glass, that’s the work of a sound designer
doing Foley.

We reference many movies, books, and
TV shows that have inspired Odyssey stories.
Just because we mention some of these media
doesn’t mean that we recommend them for
our readers. Of course, we hope that God is
truly the inspiration for our work. We give
Him the glory for all the success the show has
had . . . though we don’t want to blame Him
if we make an error.

Also, be careful when reading about albums
and episodes you haven't heard. We tried
not to include spoilers, but in some cases,
we couldn’t talk about the episodes without
giving away endings.

And finally, did you notice that I used the
word “we” in the previous paragraph? We told
the behind-the-scenes story of Odjyssey from
a team perspective, so the “we” means every-
one who was involved in its creation or who
worked on a particular episode. So if you read
a story from album number 1 that uses the
word “we,” don’t think I was somehow around
for those decisions. Remember, I was eight
when Odyssey began! So “we” means “we” in
the Odlyssey team sense of the word.

And . . . well, the rest you'll just have to

figure out as we begin this adventure.
—Nathan Hoobler

“Would you like to join us? Then get ready!
Because you never know what could happen

»

when you have an adventure in Odyssey!



How Adventures
in Odyssey began

Adventures in Odyssey has aired for over 20 years with more than 640 episodes,
making it one of the longest-running radio dramas in history. The radio show has
also led to the creation of 17 videos, nearly two dozen novels, plus video games,
music albums, and more. Hundreds, maybe even thousands, of stories have been
told in the world of Odyssey. So where did all these stories get their start? To get the
answer we talked with a man who was there from the beginning—Steve Harris.

Steve worked ar Focus on the Family in the 1980s as head of the Special
Projects department. Special Projects was a research and development team that
worked on the early versions of many Focus on the Family radio programs, includ-
ing Adventures in Odyssey.

Q: Back in the 1980s, Focus on the Family Special Projects team wasn't doing
radio drama. What made the team decide to produce one?

SH: Around Thanksgiving 1983, the leaders of the broadcast team needed
to decide what to do for the Focus on the Family Christmas broadcast. For
years, wed been repeating the show of Dr. Dobson reading “Helen’s Buggy,”
his favorite Christmas story. It was a fine show, but we were all getting a little
tired of doing the same thing,.
[ said to my teammates, “Hey, how about we produce a radio drama?”
There was a long pause. Then the other two said, “Uh . . . what other ideas
do we have?” The more we talked about it, however, the more everyone liked
the idea, so we decided to give it a shot.

Q: How did you put that first drama together?
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SH: [ had some contacts with the Jeremiah
People, which is a Christian performing-arts
group. Dennis Shippy worked with them.
Dennis was asked to write the original draft
of the Christmas script. He developed a basic
story that dealt with a husband and wife who
got caught up in the holiday rush. I rewrote
and adapted the script, which came to be
called “Spare Tire.” Chuck Bolte, then direc-
tor of Jeremiah People, played the husband.
Chuck suggested we hire D. J. Harner to play
the wife.

We produced that show with a magnificent,
state-of-the-art, four-track reel-to-reel tape
recorder, which I think should now be in a
Smithsonian museum. “Spare Tire” aired on
December 17, 1983.

Q: What was the reaction to “Spare Tire”?

SH: It was enough of a success that

Dr. Dobson said, “This is great! Can we

do four of these a year?” It would have been
great if we hadnt had so many other projects
to do. We didn’t actually have time to do
another drama until almost two years later.

Q: Is that when you produced “House Guest™?

SH: Right. That one was about a father who
lived at his grown daughter’s house for a
while. I based the script on my own experi-
ence when my dad stayed at my house after
his heart-bypass surgery. We needed someone
to play the father, and Chuck gave me the
name of Hal Smith. Chuck had worked with
Hal on a Christmas program years before and
wanted to work with him again. Of course,

I remembered Hal from 7he Andy Griffith
Show [1960—1968]. I called the number

Timeline: The Avbreviated History of

November 23, 1985 January 5, 1987

=

December 17, 1983 July 23, 1986

-

Adventures in Odyssey

November 21, 1987

= &=

=

August 10, 1987 April 23, 1988
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thinking I'd get his agent, but Hal himself
picked up. I guess he'd given Chuck his home
number.

We had a wonderful conversation, and Hal
wanted to work on the program. While we
were recording “House Guest,” I learned my
lesson about working with Hal. When you
book Hal Smith for a recording session, if
you need one hour of voice tracks, you book
a two-hour session; one hour to get the voice
tracks done—because he knocks those out no
problem—and an hour for him to tell stories
about his experiences and his career.

Q: You worked with Hal again on the next
drama, didn’t you?

SH: That’s right. It was “Gone Fishing,” a
story about a guy who pretended to be sick

so he could skip work and escape his life by
going fishing for a day. While he was fishing,
he met a wise man who set him straight about
a few things. It was just Chuck and Hal for

Q: Most of these shows had only two or three
people in them, so they were fairly simple,

right?

SH: At first, yes. We had a limited pool of
talent to draw from in those early days and

an even more limited budget. Then in 19806,

I received several copies of a homespun radio
program by a little-known author by the name
of Frank Peretti. I was very touched when I
took the time to listen. It was a sweet story

most of the show, which was great.
Actors Hal Smith and Chuck Bolte recording “Gone Fishing”

May 1988 December 10, 1988  Summer 1989 March 3, 1990

-

-

-

= - - = o

June 18, 1988 March 18, 1989 July 8, 1989 August 5, 1991
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called “Tilly.” I called Frank and asked him

if I could adapt his script and produce it for
the Focus on the Family broadcast. He said,
“Sure.” This gave me a chance to raise the

bar dramatically. I expanded the quantity and
quality of sound effects, many of which were
original, rather than from records or CDs. The
show benefited from the best musical score we
had received to date from my composer friend
John Campbell.

The show went on to become (and remains
today) one of the most popular Focus on the
Family broadcasts ever. So it was obvious that
radio drama was around to stay. Later, Frank
Peretti turned the script into a novel, and a
made-for-television production was done in
2003 by Love Life America.

Q: What made Focus decide to go from
producing individual dramas every once in
a while to doing an ongoing series?

SH: During an interview on the Focus
on the Family broadcast, author Bruce
Wilkinson commented to Dr. Dobson that
it wasn’t enough for Christians to complain

September 1991 Summer 1992

-

-

R | | S | [ |

October 1991 June 27, 1992

about the poor programming on radio and
TV. He presented the challenge to do some-
thing about it.

Not long after, Dr. Dobson and the vice
presidents came back from a leadership retreat
with a new mandate: Create a children’s radio
drama series. It was up to us to take it from
there. The best part of my job back then was
that we got to do things we had never done
before. We made up the rules as we went along.

So, we needed to flesh out the details of
whatever this new series would be. I started
by searching for staff members who could help
me work on the day-to-day production. We
placed ads in several newspapers like the Los
Angeles Times, and in response we received a
stack of demo scripts that was literally several
feet high. I read each one of the scripts and
found very few that demonstrated the sense of
imagination I was looking for. However, about
three-quarters of the way down the stack, I
found a script that someone had sent us that
was an unproduced episode of The Twilight
Zone television series [1985-1989]. Finally, a
premise with promise! The story demonstrated

January 8, 1994 September 3, 1994

 —

-

T [ I S —

January 27, 1994 Novembher 5, 1994
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a flair for the unusual, interesting characters,
and, most important, a sense of values. This
guy named Phil Lollar wrote it.

I called Phil in for an interview and saw
right away that we didn’t see eye to eye on
everything, but praise God for that! You'll

see elements of both of our points of view

F.ooz/s an the Famiyy
Magazing, January 1987

An article about Family
Portraits airing on the

daily broadgast

in the blueprints of Odyssey. So we brought
Phil on and also hired another writer, Susan
McBride.

Once we had that team in place, we started

brainstorming what became known as the

December 3, 1994

= R — | o, R e |

December 24, 1994 October 7, 1995

September 2, 1995

May 18, 1996

Family Portraits series. It was a test-run series
of 13 episodes that would air Mondays on the
Focus on the Family broadcast. If we survived
that test, the idea was that we would go into
full-scale production and spin the series off as
an entirely new program.

Q: Did anyone think you were crazy to try
a radio drama in the era of television?

SH: There were a number of reasons to sus-
pect our sanity. Many people were skeptical
that we could get children in the 8- to 12-age
group to listen to the radio. There weren’t
very many existing programs in the genre,
and the ones that did exist were very different
from the style and tone we wanted. Also, we
discussed how the program would be funded
in the long term since the typical support
model on Christian radio involved asking
listeners for donations.

I had a lot of confidence in radio and,
fortunately, Dr. Dobson shared that belief.
As long as he didn’t think we were crazy, we
were okay.

January 13, 1996 Summer 1996

o, [ s N — R, = |

November 2, 1996
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Q: How did you brainstorm the ideas for this
new series?

SH: The emphasis (especially at the begin-
ning) was on the “storm” and not so much
on the “brain.” Susan was generally agreeable,
but Phil and I
had some of the
most wonderful
creative argu-
ments you could
ever imagine.
We debated
every conceiv-
able angle
about the
format, audi-
ence, and
e characters.
Fa?(’sy“\;\?\?\ils Fow  We felt that
if this series
could stand up to the pounding we were
giving it, the series would stand up to years
of use.
Of course, at the time we had no clue that

_Focus on the

"
Noverber 188 dcast’ Noverber

sComing Brod!

January 1997 November 1997
| -e— ] | S | e 1 S |

September 6, 1997

10

November 8, 1997

the show would last as long as it has. We were
thinking maybe a couple of years. But even a
couple of years is a hundred episodes if you
do one every week, and we knew we needed
a solid foundation for the show.

All of us were passionate about the
program and wanted it to be successful. The
creative process through which we gave birth
to the program wasn't always easy or quiet.
But, then again, neither is the human birth
process. As a mother could tell you, the baby
was worth it.

Q: You could have created any kind of drama.
Why did you decide to set it in a small town?

SH: [ was excited about doing a show with a
special environment or setting, where there’s

a large ensemble cast. Several great TV shows
did this, like M*A*S*H [1972-1983] and 7The
Andy Griffith Show. We needed an environ-
ment that was narrow enough to be familiar
to people and feel like home. Yet I also
wanted the setting to be big enough that there

November 29, 1997 March 6, 1999

&

-

[ = | == I o |

May 23, 1998 October 1999
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wasn't a story idea that would come down the
road that we'd have to say, “Sorry. Doesn't fit
the format.”

So I came up with the idea of creating this
mythical place that was somewhere in the
United States. East, west, north, south—it
didn’t matter. Just somewhere that all these
adventures could happen.

Q: Odyssey was different in tone and style than
many Christian programs. How did that feel
come about?

SH: Our first rule right up front was that you
don’t talk down to kids. That’s something we
had seen again and again, and it frustrated us.
Programs like that bothered me even when

I was child. It seemed like “talking down to
kids” was even more prevalent in Christian
writing.

I knew enough children to know that
they’re asking tough questions. Theyre going
to school in a social environment where
they’re bombarded all the time. They see
unhealthy adult relationships portrayed on

December 18, 1999 April 1, 2000

&

-

| . | [ R, - ]

February 7, 2000 December 2, 2000

TV. They have problems at home. They’re
wrestling with real stuff. So we wanted
our show to have an element of reality.
We wanted kids to listen to it and feel
respected.

Q: But you weren't writing just for kids.

SH: No. We wanted this program to appeal
broadly. Children don’t listen alone. We knew
of other children’s programs—both radio and
television—that parents would listen to or
watch with their kids and feel like screaming
because the shows were so corny.

So we made a point of packing in little
tidbits of humor that maybe 5 percent of
the audience would get—primarily adults.

A great example of that type of humor is

the Warner Bros. cartoon series from the
1940s and 1950s. The cartoons were shown
in theaters, and they had all kinds of politi-
cal, social, and pop-culture references that
flew right over the kids’ heads, but the adults

loved them.

May 26, 2001 January 26, 2002
[ | L | [ Za—
January 5, 2002 July 7, 2002

11
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Q: Many radio dramas—even those produced
now—are very simple productions. There
might be a generic audio background and a
few footsteps here and there for sound effects,
but that’s it. Why did you decide to be so
elaborate with Odyssey?

SH: Because we knew that radio is far more
visual than television could ever hope to be.

If you want to see something in a movie, it
has to be visually represented in some way.
Television can’t hold a candle to the power of
the imagination. We wanted to set kids’ imagi-
nations free, and so we knew we had to make
our productions awesome.

Q: How did you create that level of quality on
a four-track tape recorder?

SH: It was difficult at first. We were bouncing
intermediate mixes back and forth between
different machines. We had to get very creative.
It got to the point where we adopted the famous
motto: “We the willing . . . have done so much,
with so little, for so long, that we are now quali-

fied to make anything out of nothing.”

July 13, 2002 January 25, 2003

-

-

= == £3

July 25-27, 2002 November 22, 2003
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Q: So, Family Portraits aired for 13 weeks
on the Focus on the Family broadcast.
How successful do you feel your audio
drama test was?

SH: It was a mixed bag. Outside producers
and directors were brought in to do most of
the work after the writing was done, and,
frankly, some of our best stuff got lost in
translation. On the plus side, the test gave us
the chance to develop the basic blueprints for
both the town of Odyssey and the show. It
was also a good, creative “shakedown cruise,”
which gave us an opportunity to test ideas and
see what worked and what didn’t.

Q: You said that the goal was to spin off
Adventures in Odyssey as a separate program
in its own timeslot. How did that decision
get made?

SH: I think Dr. Dobson and the leadership at
Focus on the Family responded to the listener
reactions and decided to launch the program.
We received 4,965 letters about Family

December 2003 April 2, 2005

-

-

- E-

Fall 2004 October 15, 2005
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Portraits, and 4,771 of them were positive. But
even after that response, it took awhile for the
Odlyssey program to be approved.

Q: When did you start working on the series
itself?

SH: Focus gave approval for Odyssey to go
into production just three weeks before the
first episode was supposed to air on the radio.
We were doomed from day one. For the first
month, Phil Lollar and I were putting in
80-hour work weeks. It was ridiculous.

Q: How did you get back on track?

SH: We hired a few people. Writer Paul
McCusker had submitted a few episodes
freelance for us, and we brought him on full
time. About that time, Susan McBride left the
staff. And then Chuck Bolte left the Jeremiah
People and came on as executive producer
over the entire show. Phil and I had been writ-
ing many of our scripts together. One of the
first things Chuck did was to make us write
shows separately so we could work faster.

December 3, 2005 March 10, 2007

o T

December 16, 2006 September 29, 2007

Q: You worked with Odjyssey for the first
two years. How did your time there come
to an end?

SH: After Chuck came on board, my job at
Focus on the Family grew more and more
administrative and less creative. It was time for
me to take what I had learned at Focus on the
Family and apply it in other contexts.

Not long after leaving the staff, I ran into
Dr. Dobson at a local restaurant. I took
that opportunity to tell him personally how
grateful I was that he gave me the chance to
do things I never would have been able to do
anywhere else. Many of the things I can do
well are the result of his investment in my
personal and professional life. (On the other
hand, the stuff I mess up
isn’t his fault!) Seriously,
I owe him and other
leaders at Focus on
the Family a debt of
gratitude that I can
never repay.

T

March 1, 2008 Summer 2008

R

June 2008 September 2008

13
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Episode Information

The first 13 dramas set in the town
of Odyssey aired on the Focus on the
Family daily broadcast in 1987. These
episodes laid the foundation for
future Odyssey dramas. These dramas
are known as the Family Portraits
Series.

FP1: Whit's Visitor

Original Air Date: 1/5/87

Writer: Steve Harris

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Malachi 2:13-17

Theme: The effects of divorce on children

Summary: Whit finds eight-year-old Davey Morrison in his hase-
ment. Davey wants to move to escape the pain of his parents’
divorce.

FP2: Dental Dilemma

Original Air Date: 1/12/87

Writer: Susan McBride

Sound Designers: Steve Harris & Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Psalm 27:1

Themes: Teasing, dealing with fear

Summary: Middle-schooler Mark Forbes plants fear in the heart
of his younger sister, Emily, as she anticipates her first dental
appointment.

FP3: The New Kid in Town

Original Air Date: 1/19/87

Writer: Phil Lollar

Sound Designers: Steve Harris & Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Proverbs 18:24

Theme: Making new friends

Summary: Whit meets a 13-year-old girl named Shawn Walker
who is new to town and has no friends.

rP4: No Stupid Questions

Original Air Date: 1/26/87

Writer: Susan McBride

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Proverbs 18:15

Themes: Respect for the handicapped, the value of seeking
knowledge

Summary: Young Meg Stevens asks a constant stream of ques-
tions, which annoys a cranky man named Chris Gottlieh.

FP5: You're Not Gonna Believe This . . .
Original Air Date: 2/2/87

Writer: Phil Lollar

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Proverbs 18:7; 22:1

Theme: The importance of a good reputation

Summary: Fourteen-year-old Budgie Wentworth I11 exaggerates
the truth, which makes it hard for his cousin to believe anything
he says.

rp6: My Brother’s Keeper

Original Air Date: 2/16/87

Writer: Paul McCusker

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Proverbs 12:18

Theme: Sibling conflict

Summary: A boy named Phillip Callas wants to get rid of his
younger brother, and his wish might come true—permanently.



rP7: While Dad’s Away

Original Air Date: 3/2/87

Writer: Phil Lollar

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Malachi 4:6

Theme: Absentee fathers

Summary: Whit tells the story of Mike Brettman, a vice president
for a local company, whose job keeps him from seeing his family.

rPs: The Letter

Original Air Date: 3/9/87

Writer: Steve Harris

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Ephesians 6:1-4

Theme: Communication with teens

Summary: A teen named Stacey, who is talking on the phone with
a friend, gets into an argument with her father after he takes away
the phone and hangs up on her conversation.

rP9: A Different Kind of Peer Pressure

Original Air Date: 3/16/87

Writer: Steve Harris

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Romans 12:2

Theme: Peer pressure

Summary: Richard Hudson is upset when his 14-year-old daughter,
Blair, gives into peer pressure.

FP10: In Memory of Herman

Original Air Date: 3/23/87

Writer: Phil Lollar

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: 1 Peter 3:1-2

Themes: Life after death, salvation

Summary: Amanda and Vic Hardwick are a married couple who
disagree about Christianity. Amanda is convinced that she must
persuade Vic to accept the gospel so he won't go to hell.

FP11and 12: A Member of the Family, | and 11
Original Air Date: 3/30/87 & 4/6/87

Writers: Susan McBride & Steve Harris

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Exodus 20:12; Proverbs 3:11-12; Ephesians 6:4
Themes: Discipline, family conflict

Summary: When Whit's grandson, Monty, arrives for a summer

in Odyssey, they are in for more trouble—and healing—than they
expected.

rP13: A Simple Addition

Original Air Date: 4/13/87

Writer: Susan McBride

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Romans 12:10

Theme: Sibling rivalry

Summary: Elementary-schooler Nicky is upset that his baby sister
is taking his parents’ attention away from him.

The Family Portraiss Package
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Meet the Cast

Chris Anthony— Host
Chris is the voice of hundreds (or thousands!) of toys, including Barbie.

Q: What is your favorite Adventures in Odyssey episode?
CA: One of my favorites is “The Imagination Station” [album 5] when Digger
Digwillow meets Jesus. I love when Digger talks about looking into Jesus’ eyes.

Q: How is your real-life personality like the “host” Chris’s personality?
CA: Both Chris and I love kids. When I'm with a group of people, I usually
end up talking to the kids rather than to the adults.

Q: Are you really that happy?

CA: I'm a pretty happy person. God has blessed me a lot in my life. When I'm
doing the show, I'm really happy. The best way I can describe myself is like a
helium balloon. If you push that balloon under the water, it'll go down, but it
always pops back up. And the helium in my balloon would be the Lord.

Q: What inspires you?
CA: God, my husband, Jerry, and my daughter, Kelsey, because they’re all very
creative.

Q: What has working on Odjyssey meant to you?

CA: Sometimes when I'm working on the show, I picture myself in a big
comfy chair talking to the kids and sharing the Lord with them. I've been
doing voice-over for more than 20 years, and Odyssey has been the most
rewarding. Nothing compares!
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Katie Leigh— Connie Kendall

Katie's voice can be heard as Baby Rowlf on the
television program Muppet Babies (1984—1990),
“Honker” Muddlefoot on Darkwing Duck (1991—
1995), Sunni on The Gummi Bears (1985-1991),
and Alex on Totally Spies! (2001—present). Shes
also the voice of the hungry kitten in Babe: Pig in
the City (71998).

Q: What is your favorite Adventures in Odyssey
episode?

KL: I really liked the ones driving to
Washington, D.C., with Joanne Allen [/ Hot
Pursuit,” album 41] because I had made the exact
same driving trip in real life just a few weeks
before. It was like reliving my vacation only with
more adventure and not as much humidity.

Q: How are you like—or not like—your
character?

KL: I am like my character in almost every way
except 'm older. It’s a little scary sometimes.
Right after I went on a missions trip to Peru in
real life, we recorded a CD-ROM game where
Connie and Whit go to Peru! I hate darkness,
and I can’t stand it when the curtains or blinds
are shut. There was a show where Connie said
that exact same thing. However, I would never
wear green leggings! Ever!

Q: Would you like to share any special Odyssey memories?
KL: I remember when I cried so hard during the recording
of one of our scripts that Marshal Younger got me some jelly
beans to help me feel better.

Q: What inspires you?
KL: God, love (same thing, right?), really good writing, and
being able to make people laugh.

Connie Kendall



Meet the Cast

Will Ryan—Eugene Meltsner, Harlow
Doyle, Officer ORyan

Will has played numerous voice roles in the
entertainment business, including the sea horse in The
Little Mermaid (1989), Papa Bear in Looney Tunes:
Back in Action (2003), and Petrie in The Land
Before Time (1988). The Emmy Award-winning
producer, lyricist, and composer also voiced Tigger and
Rabbit on the long-running Welcome to Pooh Corner
television series (1983—1995).

Q: What is your favorite Adventures in Odyssey
episode?

WR: Although I tend to gravitate toward those
episodes in which Eugene sings and plays ukulele
(or which involve vehicular instruction), my favorite
episodes are usually the ones we're about to record.

Q: How are you like—or not like—your character?
WR: Like Officer O’Ryan, I enjoy driving around
with the siren on. Not unlike Harlow Doyle, I'm
amazed at almost everything . . . And, like the
character Eugene Meltsner, I play ukulele and the
Humanatone.

Photo courtesy of Mammoth Motion Pictures

Q: What are your hobbies? -
WR: Refereeing pie fights. Selecting special jelly beans to

cheer up Katie. And appearing as America’s Favorite Radio

Cowboy on radio, television, and personal appearances. And

making new music recordings.

Q: What inspires you?
WR: In acting, it's watching the rest of the cast work. They're
so great!

Q: What is your favorite word?
WR: Contrary to the question’s presumption, my favorite

word is probably not the familiar pronoun “what.”
Eugene Meltsner
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Paul Herlinger—John Avery Whittaker,
1996—Present

Paul Herlinger has produced scores of television documentaries
and public-affairs programs for 25 years. He has narrated dozens
of PBS documentaries, commercials, and films, including The
Sixties: The Years That Shaped a Generation (2005).

Q: What is your favorite Adventures in Odyssey episode?
PH: It’s a toss-up between “Clara” [album 28] and “Silent
Night” [album 45]. Both shows are not only very touching
emotionally, but they also give Whit a lot more dimension.

Q: How are you like—or not like—your character?

PH: ’'m similar to Whit in that I like people and enjoy being
with them, but I couldn’t dispense as much good
advice as he does.

Q: Would you like to share any special Odjyssey
memories?

PH: It was quite daunting to pick up where Hal
Smith left off. My special memories are those of
being accepted by my fellow cast members as we
recorded more and more Odyssey shows! I felt as
though I was being taken into a warm and caring
family!

Q: What inspires you?
PH: Hearing my wife, Ilona, tell stories about her
escape from Europe in World War II.

w

Q: What has working on Odjyssey meant to you?

PH: It has given me a chance to work in the
profession I started in as a high school kid and still love most
... radio! At the same time, I work with a lot of extremely
talented and dedicated people in producing programs that
have so much meaning for so many people.

Mr. Whittaker
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Meet the Crew

Steve Harris—Cocreator, producer, writer, director, sound
designer (1987-1988)

Q: What is your favorite Adventures in Odyssey episode?

SH: No question about that one. It was “Gifts for Madge and Guy”

[album 1]. Phil Lollar and I wrote that one together in my office, and I cant
remember ever laughing that hard. Our sides ached, and at times we had
trouble breathing.

Q: You were involved in Adventures in Odyssey for the first year. What's your
opinion about how the stories and the characters have been developed since
you left?

SH: When our children grow up and

leave home, we watch them begin lives

of their own. We're proud of their

accomplishments, even though the

credit rightfully belongs to them.

That’s exactly how I feel about

Adventures in Odyssey. It's my little

baby, all grown up. The people who

succeeded me are all wonderful,

gifted, hard-working professionals.

I believe that they have taken the

program to heights I might never

have been able to achieve.
Steve Harrig
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P_bil Lollar—Cocreqtor, writer,
director, producer, voice of Dale

Jacobs (1987-2000)

Q: What is your favorite Adventures in Odyssey
episode?
PL: “Someone to Watch Over Me” [album 10].
It was based on a teleplay I wrote for the new
but short-lived version of the old Twilight Zone
series. The original revolved around the idea that
for a completely paralyzed man, sleep would be
a welcome escape from reality—he would be
able to move, jump, run, and have all sorts of
adventures. The worst thing that could happen to him would
be waking up. The Twilight Zone didn't want it, so I twisted,
turned, and pulled the idea a little bit, and came up with
what turned out to be one of our most popular episodes ever,
thanks in a large part to Dave Arnold’s incredible production.

Bob Luttrell—Sound designer (1987-1995,
2000-2005)

Q: Which Adventures in Odyssey episode is your favorite?

BL: “Fairy Tal-e-vision” [album 43]. I enjoyed the challenge
of having to re-create all of the different types of TV programs
that were used in the show.

Q: Who is your favorite Adventures in Odyssey character?
BL: Connie. When she was a new Christian, she would
say and ask things that most people would think twice
before saying out loud.

Q: What inspires you?
BL: Being with other creative people.

Q: If you could have another job, what would you
do?

BL: I'd be a mattress model in a department-store
window.



Meet the Crew

Chuck Bolte— Executive Producer (1988—
1996), voice of George Barclay

Q: What is your favorite Adventures in Odyssey
episode?

CB: “Our Best Vacation Ever” [album 5] because
it showed that you don't need a lot of money to
have a fun family vacation. Also “It’s a Pokenberry
Christmas” [album 31]. I can't remember having
more fun recording in the studio.

Q: How are you like—or not like—the character of

George Barclay?

CB: Probably my greatest similarity is that George

had a very open, fun, and honest relationship with his
children. Yet George, like me, was far from the perfect
Christian father. Sometimes he wouldn’t make the best
decisions, but his intentions were always good. Where

we differ is that I have absolutely no desire to become a
pastor. I have the deepest admiration for those who are called
to minister in this way . . . but zero desire to pursue such a
vocation. And trust me, the world, as well as the church, is a
better place because of it!

Q: What has working on Odjyssey meant to you?

CB: I can say without reservation that being involved with
Odlyssey, particularly since its inception, has meant more to me
than any other thing I have done in my professional life. The
fact that God has seen fit to use Odjssey in such incredible ways
in people’s lives over so many years is humbling and rewarding
beyond words. When individuals continue to come up to me
and share the stories of how Odyssey has eternally affected their
lives or the lives of their children, I am simply awed at what
God has done. All of us involved in Odyssey were, and are, very
creative people, but we simply couldn’t have conceived how
many shows we would actually produce, how many different
manifestations of the original radio idea would be produced,
how many lives would be touched through it, and how many
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lifelong friendships would be built as a result of it. I have had
no greater pleasure or privilege in my life than to be a part of
Adventures in Odyssey.

Paul McCusker— Writer, dirvector, producer,
executive producer (1987—1998; 2000—present),
voice of Philip Glossman

Q: What is your favorite Adventures in Odyssey episode?

PM: This is always a hard question to answer. But lately,

as I've been listening to the episodes again with my kids,

I've developed a particular affection for “Best Intentions”
[album 16], probably because all the characters were so
very true to themselves, and it still makes me laugh out
loud. The performances and production were perfect.

Q: What inspires you?

PM: On my own, probably movies, music, and litera-
ture. But 'm also inspired by ongoing interaction with
other people—Tlike the Odjyssey team.

Q: What has working on Odjyssey meant to you?
PM: I don’t know how to answer this in a single paragraph.
Participating in Odyssey—in a program that seems to have
impacted so many lives in so many different ways—is as
humbling an experience as I could ever have. It has shaped
everything I know about writing and formed my relationship
with God in the deepest possible ways. And to work with
such a talented team makes me believe I'm one of the most
blessed men on earth. And to think, I nearly turned it down
to work as a book editor.

Dave Arnold—Sound designer, writer, director,
producer, executive producer (1988—1998,
2005—present)

Q: Who is your favorite Adventures in Odyssey character?
DA: It’s impossible to say because different seasons have
different highlights for me. In the early years, Whit was my

Dave hmold
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Album

The Adventure Begins

The First Album?

What is the first album of Adventures in Odyssey? It has come in many differ-
ent packages, for many different reasons. Initially we created a 13-episode
collection for Odyssey’s predecessor, Family Portraits. It included all of the
episodes that aired on the Focus on the Family daily broadcast as a test run.

When the program got its own time slot, the entire series, along with the
first collection of episodes, was called Odyssey USA. The series was renamed
five months later, and yet another “first” collection was created—Adventures
in Odyssey. Unfortunately, that album contained the character Officer Harley
(see “The Trouble with Harley” sidebar at the end of this chapter), and
Officer Harley’s episodes were withdrawn. As a result, the earliest Adventures
in Odyssey episodes were unavailable for a couple of years.

In 1991 we temporarily fixed the problem by creating an album called 7%e
Early Classics. But it created a new problem since it included episodes such as
“The Trouble with Girls” that were out of chronological order (see notes on
The Lost Episodes album).

Finally, when we embarked on the Gold Audio Series, we were able
to restore the proper chronology of the episodes and replace the “out of
sequence” shows with two that had never been included in albums before
(“A Member of the Family” and “A Change of Hart”).
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Episode Information

1. Whit's Flop

Original Air Date: 11/21/87

Writers: Steve Harris & Phil Lollar

Sound Designers: Bob Luttrell & Steve Harris

Scripture: Romans 8:28

Theme: The importance of failure

Summary: Davey Holcomb, a young boy with a reputation for
making mistakes, learns there’s a positive side to failure.

2: The Life of the Party

Original Air Date: 11/28/87

Writer: Paul McCusker

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: 1 Samuel 20

Theme: Friendship

Summary: Craig Moorhead’s middle school friends like having
him around because he makes them laugh. But then Craig faces
a problem that isn’t funny at all, and his friends aren’t so friendly
anymore.

4: Connie Comes to Town

Original Air Date: 12/12/87

Writers: Phil Lollar & Steve Harris

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Philippians 4:11-12

Theme: Being content

Summary: Even though teenager Connie Kendall has just moved
into Odyssey, she can hardly wait to go hack to California . . . and
10-year-old Bobby has secretly made up his mind that he’s going
with her,

5: Gifts for Madge and Guy

Original Air Date: 12/19/87

Writers: Phil Lollar & Steve Harris

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-20

Theme: Giving

Summary: Mr. Whittaker tells a “fractured” version of a famous
Christmas story, starring an unusual couple named Madge

and Guy.

6: The Day After Christmas

Original Air Date: 12/26/87

Writer: Paul McCusker

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Matthew 25:31-46

Theme: Caring for the poor

Summary: Annie McNeal, a young girl who is already bored with
her Christmas presents, wanders into Whit's End looking for
something to do.



7: Promises, Promises

Original Air Date: 1/2/88

Writer: Phil Lollar

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Romans 3:23

Theme: The folly of making promises you can't keep

Summary: Connie makes a resolution to be more patient no matter
what, which turns out to be far more difficult than she imagined.

10: Nothing to Fear

Original Air Date: 1/23/88

Writer: Paul McCusker

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: 1 John 4:18

Theme: Dealing with fear

Summary: Shirley Ziegler is afraid of just ahout everything. But
when a real emergency comes up at Whit's End, she is forced to
face her worst fear.

PARENTAL WARNING:

The nightmare scene and the scene in the basement at Whit's
End may be too intense for younger listeners.

12: The Tangled Web

Original Air Date: 2/6/88

Writer: Phil Lollar

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Proverbs 12:22

Theme: Lying

Summary: Gonnie reads the story of Jeremy Forsythe, a boy who
tells his mother a fib about some missing money. Both Jeremy and
Gonnie learn that one lie leads to another.

17 and 18: A Member of the Family, | and Il
Original Air Dates: 3/12/88 & 3/19/88

Writers: Steve Harris & Susan McBride

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Exodus 20:12; Proverbs 3:11-12; Ephesians 6:4
Themes: Discipline, family conflict

Summary: When Whit's grandson, Monty, arrives for a summer in
Odyssey, the family finds they are in for more trouble—and more
healing—than they expected.

19: Recollections

Original Air Date: 3/26/88

Writer: Phil Lollar

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: Galatians 6:9

Themes: Fighting for your convictions, making good out of bad
circumstances

Summary: Whit's best friend, Tom Riley, tells Connie the story of
how Whit's End was created amid tragic circumstances.

27. A Change of Hart

Original Air Date: 5/21/88

Writer: Paul McCusker

Sound Designer: Bob Luttrell

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 3:18; 5:16-17

Themes: Salvation, living a changed life

Summary: Freddie Hart is constantly teased by his middle school
classmates. But when he switches schools, he finds that his
troubles follow him.

“Whip Flop»
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Actor David Griffin, voice of Jimmy Barclay

Behind the Scenes: Whit's Flop
“Whit’s Flop” was the first Odyssey USA
episode and the first Focus on the Family
daily broadcast drama program that aired
in its own time slot. In this show, listen-
ers got a short tour around Whit’s End,
and we introduced the Train Station, the
Inventor’s Corner, Whit’s workshop, and

the displays.

Goof Alert!

In “Whit’s Flop,” Whit says that Davey
knocking over the backstop was a coin-
cidence. However, it’s clear from later
episodes such as “A Single Vote” (album 3)
and others that Whit does not believe in
coincidences.

70

BTS: The Life of the Party

The original title of “The Life of the Party”
was “The Tears of a Clown,” which was also
the name of a hit Motown single by Smokey
Robinson and The Miracles. It featured the
debut of two actors who would later take on
different and more prominent roles—David
Griffin (later Jimmy Barclay—album 2)

as Freddy, and Will Ryan (later Eugene—
album 3) as Bill.

Sound Bites

When we were recording “The Life of the
Party,” we accidentally misquoted the Bible
by having a character say, “What you reap,
you shall also sow.” With careful editing, the
sound designers fixed the line to its correct



Album 1: The Adventure Begins

rendering, “What you sow, you shall also
reap.” When you listen to this episode, see if
you can tell.

The Eternal Teenager: The Creation
of Connie Kendall

Once Family Portraits had finished its test run
on the Focus on the Family daily broadcast
and Odlyssey was approved as its own series,
the team knew it had to do more work on the
characters for the show. Producer Steve Harris
met with Hollywood writer Joe Glauberg,

Connie Kendall through the years

whod worked on television shows such as
Happy Days (1974-1984) and Mork and
Mindy (1978-1982), and they worked on
developing new characters. Steve remembers:
“One of the big things that came out of our
brainstorming was the need for another main
character—a high school student who could
act as a foil for Whit. Connie Kendall was
born right on the spot, name and all.

“We had worked with Katie Leigh on
Family Portraits and knew she would be
perfect for the part. In fact, much of Connie’s

Actor Katie Leigh, voice of Connie Kendall

character was written with Katie in mind. At
the time, we intended to begin our brand-new
drama series with the episode ‘Connie Comes
to Town.” However, when we called Katie in
for the session, her son, Adam, was four days
old, and she couldn’t make it to the studio.
She advised us to recast the part. We couldn’t
imagine anyone other than Katie playing the
role of Connie, so we delayed Connie’s intro-
duction to a few shows later and recorded

the program at a later date. Katie has played
Connie for over 20 years now!”

BTS: Connie Comes to Town

In “Connie Comes to Town,” Whit tells
Connie to pick up a uniform, but uniforms
at Whit’s End are never mentioned again.

Perhaps Whit changed his dress code.

My Take: Paul McCusker

I originally wrote “The Day After Christmas”
around a nostalgic idea of Whit and his
memories of Christmases past. But Chuck
Bolte wisely insisted that kids wouldn't relate
to an adult’s memories. So I began to think
about what happens to kids at Christmas, how
they quickly go through their toys and are
often bored by the end of the day. Steve Harris
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Family Portraits album

The first Adventures in
Odyssey album

suggested the storyline about a cranky elderly woman named
Mors. Rossini, which gave a much better focus to the idea.
Ultimately I liked the character of Mrs. Rossini so much that
I created another one like her in “An Encounter with Mrs.

Hooper” (album 5).

Cut Scenes

The first airing of “Promises, Promises” featured Connie
losing her patience when Tom Riley and Officer Harley
couldn’t make up their minds on smoothie flavors. Because
Officer Harley had to be replaced, we recorded a new scene
in which Connie loses her patience when some kids are trying
to figure out a riddle about an electric train.

Sound Bites

The “Promises, Promises” conversation between Whit and
Tom (about reading a Robert Louis Stevenson book) origi-
nally appeared in the first Family Portraits episode, “Whit’s
Visitor.”

BTS: Nothing to Fear

“Nothing to Fear” was the first episode that garnered a large
negative reaction. It featured a nightmare scene with a mouse
named Luther (played by Hal Smith) that proved to be a little
too scary for a lot of children—which was ironic, considering
the episode was intended to help children dea/ with fear.

Sound Bites

In “Nothing to Fear,” Shirley’s mother was played by Janna
Arnold, wife of sound designer Dave Arnold.

BTS: The Tangled Web

The first script for “The Tangled Web” featured Jeremy
Forsythe refusing to accept an award; instead the 11-year-old
broke down and confessed to a lie in front of the entire town.
However, in later drafts the ending was changed so Jeremy
accepted the award on stage and never confessed. This drove
home the point that even an undiscovered lie can create
damage.
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Sound Bites

When we first recorded “The Tangled Web,” we hadn’t cast
Maggie Malooly as Connie’s mother. When Connie called her
mom at the end of the show, no voice was heard on the other
end of the line. Later, we needed to go back into the show
and take Officer Harley out of an earlier scene. Since we had
to make that change anyway, we decided to add Maggie at the
same time saying hello when Connie called home.

BTS: A Member of the Family

“A Member of the Family” introduced Whit’s family—his
daughter, Jana, and grandkids, Monty and Jenny. We also
learned that the Whittakers had moved to Odyssey shortly
after Whit’s older son, Jerry, died in Vietnam. It was also the
first time that Whit’s younger son, Jason, was mentioned.
We learned that Whit made many mistakes while raising

his children, which was in contrast to the kind and gentle
way he treated kids at Whits End. This flaw made him seem
more real, approachable, and not quite so perfect.

BTS: A Member of the Family

D. J. Harner played Whit’s daughter, Jana. Hal Smith
and D. J. Harner also played father and daughter in the
Focus on the Family daily broadcast drama “House Guest.”

BTS: A Member of the Family

“A Member of the Family” originally aired as a Family
Portraits episode and featured a Whit's End employee named
Jimmy (voiced by Bob Luttrell). When we brought the show
back to air on Odyssey USA, we replaced Jimmy with Connie
(Katie Leigh).

BTS: Recollections

“Recollections” revealed the history behind the creation of
Whit’s End. It was also the first time we met the weaselly city
councilman Philip Glossman, who would play a major part
in the later “Blackgaard Saga.” Glossman promoted an offer
from the Webster Development Company, which we later
learned was owned by Dr. Blackgaard. We also established

Fillmore Recreation Center
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that Whit was a middle school teacher and
that he is, in fact, quite wealthy.

Also in this show, Tom told Connie that the
city council put off the vote on the Fillmore
Recreation Center for a month. Much later,
in “Clara” (album 28), we found that Whit’s
childhood friend, Jack Allen, took Whit to
Nebraska for that period and that Whit almost
adopted a daughter.

My Take: Paul McCusker
“Recollections” was one of the few episodes
that Phil Lollar wrote but didn’t direct because
the recording date fell during his family
vacation. I remember his last words to me:
“Don't let them ruin my show.” Chuck and

I were particularly worried about the death-
bed scene—that it might come off with too
much melodrama. It didn’t, thanks mostly to
the great skills of our actors. And, in the end,
the show wasn’t ruined at all, but became an
Odlyssey classic.

In fact, the only thing that didnr work
about the episode was the voice of Philip
Glossman. I was coerced into playing the part,
probably because no one else would do it, and
we had no idea that he would turn into an
ongoing character. I don’t particularly like the
sound of my voice and would rather not work
on that side of the microphone.

BTS: A Change of Hart

“A Change of Hart” was the first Adventures
in Odyssey episode that didn’t have any of
our regular characters in it. We were anxious
to prove that the Odjyssey concept was broad
enough to accommodate a variety of stories

and characters, even those that didn’t involve
Whit, Tom, or Connie. This show also marked
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Paul McCusker and Dave Arnold in the studio

the first appearance of executive producer
Chuck Bolte as Dr. Julius Schnitzelbonker.
(By the way, his name came from a German
restaurant in Silver Spring, Maryland, that
Paul McCusker’s family frequented.)



The Trouble with Harley

Officer Harley (played by Will Ryan) made his first appearance in “Lights Out at Whit's End;’
an episode that is buried in the archives. Harley was a bumbling policeman and the producers
loved him for his comic potential, but not everyone felt the same way. After parents complained
that he gave a bad impression of law enforcers, Dr. Dobson insisted that Officer Harley disap-
pear from the show.

Producer Steve Harris remembers, “At the time, we were working day and night to get the
program on schedule. I'm sure my fatigue contributed to my temporary frustration with the deci-
sion to take Harley out of the show. In hindsight (there's nothing like 20 years of experience
to change your perspective!), Dr. Dobson was absolutely right. We needed to be proactive in
teaching respect for legitimate authority. Looking back, | can see that God definitely had His
hand in that whole situation”

So Officer Harley eventually left the show during its first year. Some of his shows, such as
“Doing Unto Others,” “Bobby’s Valentine," and “Missed It by That Much,” were later rewritten,
retitled, and rerecorded without Harley (see “The Officer Harley Remakes," album 8). Others
(including “Addictions Can Be Habit-Forming”) were dropped completely and never aired again.
In a few shows like “Promises, Promises” and “Rumor Has It" (aloum 3), we replaced his voice
with another character or simply cut the scenes in which he appeared. Finally, a few traces of

Harley remain in shows such as “Gifts for Madge and Guy” and “Recollections” where he
was not a main character. Officer Harley originally appeared in “The Tangled Web." He was
replaced by a well-meaning neighbor who had gone to a private detective school. This
foreshadowed our permanent replacement for Harley—a private detective named Harlow
Doyle (aloum 14).
Careful listeners will find brief cameos by Officer Harley in “Peace on Earth”
(album 3) and “A Thanksgiving Carol” (album 12). Finally, Eugene calls Harley on
the phone in “Curious, Isn't It?" (aloum 8).
By the way, when “Peace on Earth” first aired as a special on the Focus
on the Family daily broadcast, Dr. Dobson noticed the appearance of
Officer Harley at the end and good-naturedly exclaimed, “Hey, | thought
we got rid of that guy!”
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Original Novels

Like the Radio Show . . . Only Different

If you're familiar with the radio series, you might be surprised to find that most
of the audio characters don’t appear in the Adventures in Odyssey novels. That
was done on purpose. The radio show is produced on a weekly basis, and the
characters change much more quickly than is possible in the published books.
A book that covers only a few weeks of a character’s life takes at least a year
to write, edit, and publish. By the time a few books are in print, a kid from
the radio show might have graduated from middle school, grown up, gotten
married, and moved away! We decided to place the novels in an Odyssey time
period prior to the arrival of characters like Connie and Eugene. Most of the
original novels take place in a pre-radio-show time period. Only one of the
novels, A Carnival of Secrets, overlaps the time period of the Odyssey radio show.

Still, we felt it was important to include some familiar elements from
Whit’s End so the novels didn’t feel completely different. One example is the
Imagination Station. But how could the Imagination Station appear in several
of the novels when, technically, that invention wasn't introduced until after
the arrival of Connie and Eugene? Author Paul McCusker answers: “I decided
when I wrote the novels that Whit—being the compulsive tinkerer that he
was—had worked on early prototypes of the invention before presenting it to
the public. That’s why in the novels the Imagination Station is hidden away in
the basement.”

The Imagination Station also works differently in the books than it does
in the radio series. For example, book character Mark Prescott goes back into
his own past, which no one in the radio show did until “The Mortal Coil”
(album 16). And when Mark gets into the invention in 7he Kings Quest, he
winds up in a fictional world—which is something that didnt happen in the
radio series until much later.
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Novel Information

Strange Journey Back
(Four Books in One Volume)

1. Strange Journey Back

Original Publishing Date: 1992

Writer: Paul McCusker

Themes: Friendship, responsibility

Summary: After his parents separate, Mark Prescott arrives in

Odyssey with his mother and finds adjusting to the quirky small
town hard to do. When he discovers the Imagination Station at

Whit's End, he wonders if it's the solution to reuniting his parents.

2. High Flyer with a Flat Tire

Original Publishing Date: 1992

Writer: Paul McCusker

Themes: Friendship, family ties

Summary: A local bully accuses Mark Prescott of slashing his

hicycle tires, so Mark sets off to prove his innocence—encounter-

ing more suspects than he was prepared for.

3. The Secret Cave of Robinwood

Original Publishing Date: 1992

Writer: Paul McCusker

Themes: Faithfulness, forgiveness

Summary: Mark Prescott Iearns a hard lesson about friendship
as he betrays the secret of a good friend in order to impress the
Israelites—a gang he wants fo join.

4. Behind the Locked Door

Original Publishing Date: 1993

Writer: Paul McCusker

Themes: Trust, honesty, purity of thought

Summary: While his mother is away, Mark Prescott stays at
Whit's home where secrets seem to abound behind locked doors.
Keeping his curiosity under control is nearly impossible, and a
chance opportunity allows Mark to encounter a painful truth from
Whit's past.

Danger Lies Ahead
(Four Books in One Volume)

1. Lights Out at Camp What-A-Nut

Original Publishing Date: 1993

Writer: Paul McCusker

Themes: Friendship, helping others

Summary: While attending a summer camp, Mark Prescott is
paired with his nemesis, Joe Devlin, in a treasure hunt that leads
them both into danger.

2. The King’s Quest

Original Publishing Date: 1994

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: God's control in difficult circumstances

Summary: The good news is that Mark Prescott's parents have
reconciled. The had news is that Mark must now move away from
Odyssey. To show Mark how to trust God in any situation, Whit
sends him on an adventure in the Imagination Station to a place
of brave knights, evil wizards, and a quest for a precious ring.

3. Danger Lies Ahead

Original Publishing Date: 1995

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: Trust

Summary: Jack Davis befriends the new kid at school—but soon
finds himself caught up in the boy’s many stories. Are they true
or not? Jack nearly loses his closest friends—and finds himself
in peril—trying to find out.

4. A Carnival of Secrets

Original Publishing Date: 1997

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: Trust, honesty

Summary; Patti Eldridge disobeys her parents and listens to a
fortuneteller at a traveling carnival. Strange events soon follow,
and Patti is quickly caught up in a web of intrigue and mystery.



Point of No Return
(Four Books in One Volume)

1. Point of No Return

Original Publishing Date: 1995

Writer: Paul McCusker

Themes: Counting the cost

Summary: When Jimmy Barclay becomes a Christian, he is certain
that his life can only get hetter as a result. But when everything
goes wrong, he wonders what his faith is all ahout.

2. Dark Passage, Part | of Il

Original Publishing Date: 1996

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: The sanctity of life

Summary: Jack Davis and Matt Booker take an amazing journey
hack to the 1850s. Matt is captured as a slave and Jack joins the
abolitionists to rescue him.

3. Freedom Run, Part Il of 1|

Original Publishing Date: 1996

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: The sanctity of life

Summary: To keep a promise to a young slave, Jack Davis and
Matt Booker step back into the Imagination Station and return
to the Underground Railroad.

4. The Stranger’s Message

Original Publishing Date: 1997

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: Following Jesus in every situation

Summary: A homeless man’s arrival in Odyssey challenges Whit
and the kids to consider what it means to answer the question:
“What would Jesus do?”

From top: Strange Journey Back, Danger Lies Ahead, and

Point of No Return
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Behind the Scenes: Behind the Locked
Door

In this book, we find out that Whit has kept a
room for his son Jerry set up in the attic. Whit
and his family had moved to Odyssey while
they were mourning Jerry’s death.

Goof Alert!

The cemetery worker in Behind the Locked
Door says that Jenny Whittaker is buried in
California. However, in the radio episode
“The Decision” (album 28), Jack Allen says
that she is buried in Odyssey.

BTS: Lights Out at Camp
What-A-Nut

Mark Prescott and Joe Devlin get stuck in

a bomb shelter in this book. In the radio
episode “Connie Goes to Camp” (album 5),
Lucy Cunningham-Schultz and her friend
Jill are caught sneaking out at night heading
for this same shelter.

Release Dates
The Adventures in Odyssey novels were origi-
nally scheduled for release in 1991. But the
first Odyssey videos were also scheduled to
come out then, and some members of the
team were concerned that releasing two new
products would confuse our audience. As a
result, we decided to delay the release of the
book series so that they would not compete
with the video series. However, in an unex-
pected twist, a publisher asked for permission
to release the novels in England. So the first
three novels came out in England (with differ-
ent covers) several months before they were
available in the United States.

The release schedule wasn’t the only
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conflict between the videos and the novels.
Mark Prescott’s name in the original manu-
scripts for the book series was David Prescott.
But the producers of the videos didn’t want
their audience to confuse David with the
character of Dylan, so the name in the novels
was changed.

The 1991 British covers

BTS: The Stranger’s Message

Originally outlined as a four-part radio
episode, this book was a modern-day retell-
ing of the 1896 Charles Sheldon book /n His
Steps. In every situation, the book’s characters
considered the question, “What would Jesus
do?” Around the time 7he Strangers Message
was being written, the same question caught
on in the Christian market and led to the
popular WWJD? campaign.

BTS: Danger Lies Abead

This book is told from Jack Davis’s perspec-
tive. Though we never heard much of JacK’s
parents in the audio series, this story explores
his home life. The book also features Oscar
and Lucy Cunningham-Schultz, popular

kid characters from the audio show. Paul
McCusker dedicated the book to “Genni,
Donald, and Joseph,” the actors who played
Lucy, Jack, and Oscar, respectively.



Books

Goof Alert!

In Point of No Return, Mary says that Grandpa
Barclay died when Jimmy was five. But he
appeared alive and well in the radio episode
“And When You Pray . ..” (album 4), which
takes place later in the chronology than this
book. Maybe it was “Grandpa Barclay” from
another side of the family.

Goof Alert!

The first printing of Dark Passage and Freedom
Run included a pastor named “Ferguson,”
though the same character was named
“Jamison” in the corresponding radio episode,

“The Underground Railroad” (album 24).

Subsequent printings corrected this error.

BTS: Freedom Run

Dark Passage and Freedom Run are two parts
of the same story. However, Dark Passage is
told in the third person and Freedom Run is
in the first person—or, rather, “first-persons,”
since the chapters alternate between Jack
Davis and Matt Booker as our narrators.

BTS: The Stranger’s Message

This book bridged the gap between the book
series and the radio show. The final chapter of
the book retells the opening scene of the radio
episode “Connie Comes to Town” (album 1).

BTS: A Carnival of Secrets

Oscar’s last name was never revealed in the
audio series or the previous novels. A Carnival
of Secrets finally puts the mystery to rest. His
last name is “Peterson.”

Mysteries in Odyssey!

Two Adventures in Odyssey mystery novels were
released in 2002. The Case of the Mysterious
Message was written by Marshal Younger and
featured Cal Jordan and Sarah Prachett discov-
ering a lost bag of mail from the 1960s. 7he
Mystery of the Hooded Horseman was written
by John Beebee and told a story about one

of Whit’s contacts in the National Security
Agency who hid some government informa-
tion in an old violin.
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PaSSages Novel Information

Where in the World Is Marus?

The Passages novels begin with a
mystery involving a series of manu-
scripts that claim to be true stories
about another world called Marus.
Each manuscript is written by a
different author and chronicles

the adventures of several kids from
Odlyssey, in different times, who travel
to an alternative world.

Through each novel, Whit and
Jack Allen investigate, unearthing yet
another story—six in all. The stories
themselves may seem very familiar
since they're all taken from Scripture.
But the readers are left to guess which
Bible stories the kids from Odyssey are
experiencing. (Note: Read about the
Adventures in Odyssey radio episode
titled “Passages” in album 34.)

Darien’s Rise: Manuscript 1

Original Publishing Date: 1999

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: Belief

Summary: Kyle and Anna, two kids from 1950s Odyssey, find
themselves transported to a strange new world called Marus. They
are immediately caught up in a strugale between a power-mad
king and his valiant young general.

Arin's Judgment: Manuscript 2

Original Publishing Date: 1999

Writer: Paul McCusker

Themes: Trust, obedience

Summary: Wade Mullens, a young boy who lives in post-World
War I1 Odyssey, enters the world of Marus when the nation is in
rebellion. Some believe that Wade Mullens is the pivotal player
in a hattle for weapons that could destroy the world.

Annison's Risk: Manuscript 3

Original Publishing Date: 1999

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: Justice

Summary: A game of hide-and-seek takes Maddy Nicholaivitch to

Marus where she is taken in by a beautiful princess who has just

married the conquering king. After overhearing the secret plans of
the king's most trusted advisor, Maddy must decide if her loyalty

to the princess is worth the price of her life.



Glennall's Betrayal: Manuscript 4

Original Publishing Date: 2000

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: Loyalty

Summary: In Depression-era Odyssey, James Curtis runs away
from home and joins a mysterious group of gypsies. Along the way,
he is kidnapped and sold into slavery where he meets a young
man named Glennall. Together, James and Glennall journey to the
capital in Marus and discover that there is a higher purpose to the
random events of their lives.

Draven's Defiance: Manuseript 5

Original Publishing Date: 2000

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: Standing up for what's right

Summary: Knocked unconscious in a railroad tunnel, Scott Graham
finds himself in a land where a cruel king and queen rule with fear
and hopelessness. Time itself seems to have stopped. An encoun-
ter with a man who claims to speak for the Unseen One takes
Scott to corridors of power and a life-threatening confrontation,

WMap of e “other worlg”

Fendar's Legacy: Manuscript 6

Original Publishing Date: 2000

Writer: Paul McCusker

Theme: Faith

Summary: Garried along by a wild crowd, Danny Taylor, his brother,
Wayne, and Michelle Brewer tumble head over heels into Trickle
Lake and emerge in a fountain in Marus. Michelle is seized by the
police and taken to the palace, while brothers Wayne and Danny
wind up in the company of a man who is determined to lead his
oppressed people to freedom.
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The Creation of Passages

by Paul McCusker

A few years ago I was involved with efforts

to create stories that would communicate

a Christian point of view in a way that would
influence people who may not be Christians.
Focus on the Family Radio Theatre was the first
effort. The Passages series was the second.

Passages was the result of a wild idea I
had to take Bible stories and retell them plot
point for plot point in an alternative world.

I thought that approach would allow people
who were overly familiar with the Bible stories
to get a fresh perspective on those events and
characters. And I believed that those who
didn’t know the stories were from the Bible
would still enjoy the books and might just

go back to the Bible to read the originals.

To start, I had a picture in my mind of
King David as a swashbuckling hero living
in a nineteenth-century-type country where
steam locomotives cut across the landscape
and horse-drawn wagons still took produce
to the village marketplaces. Or, in fact, it was
like England—a country where I once had the
pleasure of living. Astute readers have noticed
that the name of my country—“Marus™—is
actually the ancient name for England,
“Sarum,” turned inside out.

I pitched the idea to Focus on the Family’s
publisher Al Janssen and editor Larry Weeden.
They liked the idea and suggested that I write
the stories in the context of the Adventures in
Odlyssey series, which seemed like a pretty good
idea. We discussed which stories to tell, and I
worked out the prologues and epilogues with
Whit and Jack, writing them in such a way so
that those who didn't know Odyssey could still
appreciate the stories.
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I never wanted readers to know the stories
were based on the Bible stories to the extent
that [ resisted putting in any disclaimers
or explanations in the books themselves. 1
wanted to follow in the footsteps of writers
like C. S. Lewis and others who told their
stories without overtly pointing to their
source material. I had hoped readers would
figure it all out along the way and perhaps
even identify which Bible story I was telling.
It seemed more fun that way. And, as was
true with Jesus’ parables, I wanted readers to
have their own “Aha!” moment when they
finally figured out what I was doing,.

What's the Title?

These books went through several name
changes. Originally, they were titled
Corridors, reflecting the idea of “halls”
between one world and another. Then the
name Tesseracts was suggested. (In geometry,
a tesseract is a “four dimensional cube,” where
the fourth dimension represents the change
of the cube through time.) Finally, we settled
on Passages, a word that evoked a journey and
also hinted that the books paralleled passages

of scripture.

Behind the Scenes: Glennall’s
Betrayal

The original title for this book was Glennall's
Revenge. But, since this novel was based on
the biblical account of Joseph and that story
didnt include revenge as a theme, we decided
to change it. To fit an established page count
for the series, nearly one third of the origi-
nal Glennall had to be cut. However, some

sections were restored for the rerelease of the
series in 20006.



Videos

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, Focus on the Family created a best-selling
series of part live-action, part animated films titled McGee and Me! To follow
up on this success, a series of animated videos based on the Adventures in
Odlyssey radio dramas was developed.

To adapt a radio series to a visual medium is a difficult task. When the first
Odlyssey videos were created in 1989 and 1990, the only visual representations
of the characters and world of Odyssey had been a few album covers. Each
listener imagined his or her unique version of what every character and place
should look like. The Odyssey videos adopted a visual style reminiscent of clas-
sic Disney, and the radio series art soon morphed to match this new style.

Alongside the existing characters of Whit and Eugene, the videos introduced
a new cast of characters, including Dylan Taylor, his parents, and his younger
sister, Jesse. While the radio program was aimed at 8- to 12-year-olds, the
videos were geared for a younger audience.
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Video Information

1: The Knight Travelers

Writer: Ken C. Johnson

Directors: Mike Joens & Ken C. Johnson

Theme: What is truly important

Summary: Dylan and Whit set out to retrieve the Imagination
Station from the clutches of the evil Fred Faustus. Along the way,
Dylan discovers what is truly important in life.

2: A Flight to the Finish

Writer: Ken C. Johnson

Directors: Mike Joens & Ken C. Johnson

Theme: Caring

Summary: The race is on! Dylan holts from the starting line,
determined to win Odyssey's super-hot soap-hox derby. But when
Holly's car careens out of control, Dylan’s faced with a tough
dilemma—helping her or winning the race.

3. A Fine Feathered Frenzy

Writer: Ken C. Johnson

Directors: Mike Joens & Ken C. Johnson

Theme: Responsibility

Summary: After mowing down Mrs. Harcourt’s prized rose garden,
Dylan tries to make amends by agreeing to watch her treasured
parrot Napoleon. When the bird escapes, it's a chase against time
to retrieve the pet hefore Mrs. Harcourt returns.

4: Shadow of a Doubt

Writer: Mike Joens

Directors: Mike Joens & Ken C. Johnson

Theme: Loyalty

Summary: There’s a cat burglar on the loose in Odyssey and the
trail of clues leads to.. . . John Avery Whittaker! It's up to Dylan
to prove Whit's innocence hefore it's too late.

5: Star Quest

Writers: David N. Weiss & Rob McFarland

Directors: Robert Vernon & Stephen Stiles

Theme: Jealousy

Summary: When Dylan and Sal Martinez learn that their favorite
sci-fi TV show is filming in Odyssey, they are determined to get in
on the action. But they wind up getting the ride of their lives when
a robot goes out-of-control.

6: Once Upon an Avalanche

Writer: Paul McCusker

Directors: Robert Vernon & Stephen Stiles

Theme: Brotherly love

Summary: A hair-raising toboggan ride lands Garter, Dylan Taylor,
and his sister, Jesse, into the bottom of Avalanche Ganyon. They
must work together to overcome the many obstacles in their path
to safety.

7: Electric Christmas

Story: Robert Vernon

Writer: Stephen Stiles

Directors: Robert Vernon & Stephen Stiles

Theme: The true meaning of Christmas

Summary: Sparks fly when Dylan and his scheming neighbor,

Doug Harding, both enter Odyssey's yard-tecorating contest, While
Dylan and Doug go all-out with a flashy, larger-than-life exhibition,
Jesse’s humble manger scene seems to pale in comparison.

8: Go West, Young Man

Writers: Paul McCusker & Robert Vernon

Directors: Robert Vernon & Stephen Stiles

Theme: Responsibility

Summary: Strap on yer chaps, grab yer hat, and get ready for a
rip-roarin’ ride to the Wild West, where Dylan and Eugene face off
with the Dalton gang.



Alphabetical Episode Index

Through episode #642, album #50

Index Key
A#t— Album number

AA- Action adventure episode
Barc— Barclay family episode

Camp- Camp episode

G-mas- Christmas episode

Comedy- Comedies

E4- Episode number
FP- Family Portraits
Hist— History episode

Int’l- International adventures episode
IS- Imagination Station episode

L- Love story episode

LE- 7he Lost Episodes album

Myst- Mystery episode

N- No episode number or no album number

Album

Title Number — Number Gategories
A
A. .. lsfor Attitude HF110 A#08
Accidental Dilemma, | E#634 A#50 AA
Accidental Dilemma, 11 E#635 A#50 AA
Act of Mercy, An 4115 A#08
Act of Nobility, An 187 A#13 AA
Addictions Can Be Habit-Forming E11 A#N
Adventure in Bethany, An, | E4F226 A#16 1S
Adventure in Bethany, An, Il EF221 A#16 1S
Adventure of the Adventure, The E#138 A#08
Afraid, Not! E#261 A#20
All the Difference in the World E#308 A#23
Al Things to All People E#+522 A#40
All's Well with Boswell E#120 A#08 Comedy
All-Star Witness E#078 A#45
Aloha, Oy!, | E#256 A#19 Comedy, Barc
Aloha, Oy!, Il EF207 A#19 Comedy, Barc
Aloha, Oy!, IIl E#268 A#19 Comedy, Barc
Always E4#519 A4
Amazing Grace E#384 A#29 Hist

American Revelation, The, |
American Revelation, The, Il
And That's the Truth

And the Glory

And When You Pray . . .
Angels Unaware

Another Chance

Another Man's Shoes
Arizona Sunrise

Around the Block

Aubrey's Bathrobe

Auld Lang Syne

B

Back to Abnormal
Back to Bethlehem, |
Back to Bethlehem, II
Back to Bethlehem, 11l
Back to School

Bad Company

Bad Guy, The [Split]
Bad Hair Day, The

Bad Luck

Barclay Family Ski Vacation, The
Bassett Hounds

Battle, The, |

Battle, The, Il

Benefit of the Doubt, The
Bernard and Esther, |
Bernard and Esther, Il
Bernard and Jeremiah
Bernard and Job
Bernard and Joseph, |
Bernard and Joseph, Il
Bernard and Saul

Best Face Forward
Best Intentions

Best Laid Plans

Best of Enemies
Bethany's Flood [Split]
Better Late than Never
Between You and Me
Big Broadcast, The

Big Deal, The, |

Big Deal, The, II

E+#508
E#509
E#356
E#240
E#60

E#325
E#332
E#419
E++402
E#593
E#504
E#35

E#573
E#135
E#136
EF137
E#43
E4#65
E+444h
E4252
107
E#99
E#516
E4#83
E#84
E#507
E#+165
E#166
E4601
E4399
E#130
E#131
E##041
E4£319
213
E#+455
E#614
E#+444c
119
E##503
E#114
EH449
E450

A£38
A£38
P43
M7
A#04
425
A#25
A#33
A#30
46
A£38
MHE

A#40
A#10
A#10
A#10
03
04
34
A#19
A#08
A#07
A#40
A#05
05
£33
M1
M1
4T
30
A#09
A#09
42
29
A#16
A#30
A48
34
08
A#39
A#09
M35
M35

IS, Hist
IS, Hist

Comedy
Barc
AA

AA

Hist
Comedy

Comedy

C-mas, IS
C-mas, IS
C-mas, IS

Barc
Comedy

Barc
Comedy
AA

AA

Comedy
Comedy

Comedy
Comedy

Comedy
IS
IS
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Bite of Applesauce, A
Black Clouds

Black Veil, The, |

Black Veil, The, II
Blackbeard's Treasure
Blackgaard's Revenge, |
Blackgaard's Revenge, Il
Blessings in Disguise
Blind Girl's Bluff

Blind Justice

Blood, Sweat, and Fears
Bobby's Valentine

Book by Its Cover, A
Box of Miracles

Boy Who Cried “Destructo!’, The

Boy Who Didn't Go to Church, The

Break a Leg

Breaking Point

Bringing Up Dads

Broken Window
Broken-Armed and Dangerous
B-TV: Behind the Scenes
B-TV: Compassion

B-TV: Enwy

B-TV: Forgiveness

B-TV: Grace

B-TV: Obedience

B-TV: Redeeming the Season

B-TV: Temptation
B-TV: Thanks

Buck Starts Here, The
Buddy Guard

Buried Sin

Business of Busyness, The
But Not Forgotten

But, You Promised

By Any Other Name
By Dawn's Early Light
By Faith, Noah

¢

Call for Reverend Jimmy, A
Call Me if You Care

Called On in Class

Camp What-A-Nut, |

Camp What-A-Nut, Il
Capsule Comes to Town, A
Career Moves [Split]
Caroling, Caroling
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E#73

E#521
E#490
E#491
E#297
E#424
E#+425
E+#349
E#430
E#304
E#399
E#13

E#263
E#494
E#255
E#61

E#470
E#473
E#567
E+467
E#086
E#510
E#345
E#317
E#410
E+#339
E#+461
E#434

E#622
E#383
E#426
E#623
E#414
E017
E+#261
E#30

E++106
E#149
E#56

E#269
E#004
E#039
E#37
E#38
E#631
E#444a
E#210
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Seripture Index

Index Key

A##=Album number
N=No album or None
FP=~Family Portraits
LE=The Lost Episodes

Genesis
1:2:15

3

3

4:1-16

4. 3718-35

6-8

1119

13:1-14:24: 18:1-19:29
25:20-34: 27:1-33:20
33

37 39-46:7

Fxodus

20:3

20:12

20:17

Leviticus

19:18
19:32

Numbers

10:29-32
14
32:23

One Bad Apple

A Victim of Circumstance
A Bite of Applesauce
B-TV: Enwy

Wishful Thinking
Bethany's Flood

The Tower

On Solid Ground

Two Brothers . . . and Bernard, | & II
Split Ends

Bernard and Joseph, | & Il

Bad Luck

|dol Minds

A Member of the Family, | & Il
Bringing Up Dads

Honor Thy Parents

Potlucks and Poetry

A Member of the Family, | & Il
The Mysterious Stranger, | & Il

Room Mates
Relatively Annoying

Break a Leg

True Calling

Exactly as Planned

The Case of the Candid Camera
The Telltale Cat

07
A#23
A#05
A#24
A#09
334
32
A#F10
A#20
42
A#09

A#08
A#34
AP
46
ALE
Ad34
A#01
A#18

A#13
A#39

A#36
A#43
A#38
A#15
AN

Deuteronomy

1:31 Three 0'Clock Call

6:13-15 The Cross of Cortes, | & II
r7 Bassett Hounds

1107 Buddy Guard

1107 License to Deprive

18:10-13 Castles and Cauldrons, | & Il
31:6 Coming of Age

318 But Not Forgotten

32:35 Melanie's Diary
Joshua

1:6-79 Isaac the Courageous
1:10-6:27 Siege at Jericho
Judges

4 0. T Action News: Battle at the Kishon

11:33-35 0.T. Action News: Jephthah's Vow

Ruth

Three Funerals and a Wedding

1 Samuel
9-11,14-18, 24 Bernard and Saul
15:19, 22 The Meaning of Sacrifice
16:1-13 Camp What-A-Nut, | & II
16:7 Natural Born Leader

A Model Child

Double Trouble

Green Eyes and Yellow Tulips
Lost by a Nose

Stars in Our Eyes

The Perfect Witness, I, II & Il

16-17 The Shepherd and the Giant
20 Isaac the True Friend

The Life of the Party
20:31 The Triangled Web, | & Il

MF46
MF13
M40
48
A0
A#08
12
21
10

07
A#22

37
A#30

Mr28

42
MF12
302
31
M3
A1
M£36
Mri4
MF43
MF23
03
MHLE
01
50
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Theme Index

Index Key
A# = Album number
N=No album or None
FP="Family Portraits
LE=The Lost Episodes

A

ABORTION ... Pamela Has a Problem. ........ A#LE
ABRAHAM AND LOT, BIBLICAL STORY OF ... On Solid Ground ... .......... A#15
ACCEPTING HELP FROM OTHERS........... Poetry in Slow Motion ......... A#24
The Case of the Disappearing
Hortons. ................ A#40
ACCEPTING THINGS BEVOND OUR CONTROL . A Touch of Healing, [ & II. . ... .. A#24
ACTING YOURAGE.............c.uvnven.. Why Don't You Grow Up?. ... A#18
ADDICTIONS ....ooeeeieeeiiaennns Addictions Can Be Habit-Forming . A##N
The Twilife Zone. . ............ A#21
ADMITTING YOU'RE WRONG.............. SeeingRed................. A4
Stubborn Streaks. ... ......... Ad42
ADOLESCENCE. ..........ccvveennennn. Coming of Age .............. A#12
ADVENTURES IN ODYSSEY, HISTORY OF..... The Adventure of the Adventure .. A#08
A Look Back, [ &1II........... A#LE
500 ... A#LE
Inside the Studio............. A#LE
Dobson Comes to Town .. .. ... A#13
ADVICE, SEEKING ...........ccevnvennns The Present Long Ago ......... Ad44
ALCOHOLIG PARENT. ..........cceeveenn Home Is Where the Hurt Is. . .. . . A#12
AMERICAN HISTORY, ABRAHAM LINGOLN ... Lincoln, [ &Il ............... A#07
AMERICAN HISTORY, AMERICAN
WAROF1812.....eeeieeeinaennns By Dawn's Early Light . ... .. .. A#12
AMERICAN HISTORY, CIVIL WAR. .......... Lincoln, &Il .............. A#07
AMERICAN HISTORY, PAUL REVERE ........ The Midnight Ride . ........... A#14
AMERICAN HISTORY, THE
REVOLUTIONARY WAR................ The American Revelation, | & II. .. A#39

AMERICAN HISTORY, THE SIGNING OF THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE .. .. .. The Day Independence Came . . . . A#02
AMERICAN HISTORY, THE UNDERGROUND

RAILROAD ... The Underground
Railroad, I, I &Il ........ A#4
- The Very Best of Friends ... .. .. A#07
APPRECIATING DIFFERENCES IN OTHERS ... Viva La Difference ... ......... A#29
APPRECIATING LIFE. . .................ss [t's a Pokenberry Christmas, | & Il A#31

APPRECIATING WHAT YOU HAVE........... The Long Way Home . ...... ... A34
Potlucks and Postry. . ......... A34
Breakaleg................ A#36
Prequels of Love . ............ A48
License to Deprive. ... ........ A#50
ASSUMPTIONS ... Naturally, | Assumed ... ....... A#19
AUTHORITY, DEALING WITH. .............. Choices ... A#04
AUTHORITY, OBEYING THOSEIN ........... Subject Yourself ............. A#24

B

BAD CIRCUMSTANCES, MAKING

GOODOUTOF........cvevvenenn. Recollections ............... A#01
Thank You, God.............. A#03
BAD DAYS HAPPEN ..................... Worst Day Ever.............. A#£35
BAD WORDS, USEOF.................... War of the Words . ........... A#20
BEAUTY, TRUE .........ccvvenennnnn.. A Model Child............... A#13
lostbyaNose.............. AF44
BEHAVING AS A CHRISTIAN IN EVERY
SITUATION .. ... The Top Floor, I Il &Il ... . ... A48
BEINGAFRIEND....................... Now More Than Ever . ......... A48
BEING USEDBYGOD.................... The Girl in the Sink ........... Ad42
BEING VOURSELF ...........c.cevennn. Secrets. . ... A#37
BELIEFS, NOT COMPROMISING YOUR ........ Nova Rising. . ............... A#35
BELIEVING IN THE RIGHT THING. ........... The Secret Weapon........... A#28
BIBLESTUDY.......c.oevveenrannnnns. A Worker Approved ........... A#04
The Case of the Delinquent
Disciples . ............... A#18
The Poor Rich Guy. ........... A48
BIGOTRY. .....oveeereeeeeneeenaenns Not One of Us............... A#09
BREAKING UP THE DAILY ROUTINE. .. ...... TrainRide.................. A#LE
BRINGING LIGHT FROM DARKNESS .. ...... What Are We Gonna
Do About Halloween?. .. . ... A#LE
BULLIES, DEALING WITH. ................ Mike Makes Right . ........... A#03
BUSYNESS. .....vveveenneennannnnns. The Business of Busyness .. . ... A4
C
CALLING THINGS WHAT THEV ARE ......... By Any Other Name........... A#08
CAREERPLANS ...........ccvvevnennn.. What Are You Gonna Do with
Your Life? ............... A7
CELEBRATION .........ceeveennnns. Liveatthe2b............... A#09
CHANGE..........ovveeneenneennenns. Pet Peeves ................. A#20
Back to Abnormal . ........... A4
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Bible Story Episode Index

Bible Reference
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3)

Cain's murder of Abel (Gen. 4)
Noah's Ark (Gen. 6-9)

The tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9)

God tells Abram he will have many children (Gen. 15)
Abraham and Lot (Gen. 13-14, 18-19)

Easu and Jacob (Gen. 25, 27-33)

Joseph (Gen. 37 39-46)

The story of Baby Moses (Ex. 1)
Moses and the burning bush (Ex. 3)

Moses and the Exodus (Ex. 10-14)
Wandering in the Wilderness (Num. 15-21)

Joshua and the walls of Jericho (Josh. 1-6)
Dehorah and Barak (Judg. 4-5)
Gideon (Judg. 6-7)

Jephthah and his daughter (Judg. 10:6-12:7)
Samson (Judg. 13-16)
Ruth (Ruth)

The life of King Saul (1 Sam. 8-11, 12-13, 15, 18-19, 23-24)
David's anointing as king, David and Goliath (1 Sam. 16-17)

David and Jonathan (1 Sam. 20)
The ark is brought to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6)

David and Mephibosheth (2 Sam. 9)
David and Bethsheba (2 Sam. 11-12)

The story of King Solomon (1 Kings 1-9; 2 Chron. 1-9)
Elijah helps a widow (1 Kings 17:8-24)

Elijah and the challenge of Baal (1 Kings 17-19)
Ahab's envy of Naboth's vineyard (1 Kings 21)
Naaman is healed of leprosy (2 Kings 5)

Esther (Est)

Job (Job)

Episode Name

Hide and Seek

The Devil Made Me Do It
B-TV: Obedience

B-TV: Envy

By Faith, Noah

B-TV: Grace

Bethany's Flood

Black Clouds

The Tower

Hallowed Be Thy Name

On Solid Ground

Two Brothers . . . and Bernard, | & |1
Bernard and Joseph, | & Il
B-TV: Temptation

B-TV: Compassion

Hallowed Be Thy Name
Hide and Seek

Moses: The Passover, | & Il
B-TV: Obedience

The Power of One

Siege at Jericho

The Power of One

0. T Action News: Battle at the Kishon
Where There's a Will . . .
B-TV: Obedience

The Power of One

0. T. Action News: Jephthah's Vow
The Power of One

Three Funerals and a Wedding, | & Il
Bernard and Saul

The Shepherd and the Giant
The Power of One

saac the True Friend
Rights, Wrongs, & Reasons
B-TV: Thanks

B-TV: Compassion

B-TV: Enwy

Hide and Seek

B-TV: Temptation
Run-of-the-Mill Miracle
Elijah, 1 &Il

B-TV: Envy

B-TV: Obedience

Bernard and Esther, | & Il
Bernard and Job

Album
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A#04
il

Ad34
M
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M7
310
20
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A48
2T
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31
14
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44
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39
44
30
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A#42
03
44
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A#15
31
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24
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A48
A#06
24
A38
M1
A#30
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