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Introduction

For some Christians, “Advent” is a strange word vaguely equivalent to the 

“Christmas season.” While that is true on the surface, Advent is so much 

more. Advent is a four-week season leading up to Christmas, a time when 

Christians have historically prepared their hearts for the coming of Christ 

as a baby in Bethlehem and a time when we actively anticipate his promised 

return. At Advent, there should be a palpable sense of celebration for God’s 

revelation of himself to the world—in the past, present, and future.

Advent also marks the beginning of a new church year. The church 

year might not be familiar to everyone who uses this book, but it is an 

excellent way to help focus our attention on God. Rather than following 

the solar calendar’s more familiar structure, organized by the rhythms of 

nature, the church calendar is organized around God and his activity in the 

world. The church calendar follows six seasons of varying length: Advent, 

Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. More information about 

the church year and how it can shape your spiritual life can be found at 

www.HolyBibleMosaic.com.

Each of the following weekly meditations is labeled with a week from 

Advent, and the Scripture readings are drawn from the passages that are 

traditionally read during that week by churches around the world. If you 

choose to follow this plan for reading the Bible, you will truly be connected 

with the global, historic church. And if you enjoy your Advent experience, 

extend it by using Holy Bible: Mosaic, which contains meditations for the 

entire church year, following the rhythms of God’s redemptive work in 

the world.
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Elements of Weekly Meditations

Each weekly meditation centers around a specific theme and uses several 

elements to create an environment for a meaningful experience with God. 

A brief introduction at the beginning of each weekly collection will start you 

on the path, and the remaining elements will help guide you along the way. 

This sampler will give you a taste of what is available throughout the year in 

Holy Bible: Mosaic.

Scripture. The first and most important element is the weekly listing 

of five Scripture readings. Four of these readings are adapted from standard 

lectionaries used by different Christian traditions around the world. These 

selections provide one reading each from the Gospels, the Psalms, the Old 

Testament, and the New Testament. The Suggested Reading is specifically 

chosen to complement the other readings in connection with the weekly 

theme.

Scripture is at the heart of each weekly meditation. Read these passages. 

Meditate on them. Read them again. Allow the text to penetrate your soul 

throughout the week as you engage with the other elements. Don’t let the 

other elements eclipse the Scripture in your devotional time. They should 

complement the Scripture readings, not supersede them.

Historical and Global Contributions. One major distinctive of Holy 

Bible: Mosaic is the collection of reflective material from every continent and 

every century of Christian history. This material comes in many different 

forms that work together in each week’s collection. You will find full-color 

artwork, excerpts from influential Christian thinkers throughout church 

history, quotes from brothers and sisters in Christ who have wrestled with 

ideas related to each week’s theme, and worshipful pieces (including prayers, 

hymns, and poetry), all designed to bring you into contact with the global, 

historic church as you engage with God’s Word.

Meditations. Each week also features an original meditation that 

connects the weekly theme to the modern world. These meditations were 

written specifically for this Bible by Christians engaged in living out the 

gospel in their own communities.

Whitespace. In addition to the lined spaces inviting you to write your 

thoughts down, ample space was purposefully given for you to draw, write, 

or interact with the material in any way that is helpful to you. Make use of 

the space however you want.

Introduction
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Ways to Use This Devotional

Individually. Use this Advent devotional in your personal devotional time, 

and allow the Scripture readings and meditative elements to serve as a 

springboard for your own prayer and reflections. Read the Scripture from the 

back of this booklet, or use your own Bible and see the readings in context.

In a Group. Families, Bible studies, and small groups can use this 

devotional to share in the experience together. Read the Scripture together, 

discuss the quotations and readings as a group, and talk about what God is 

doing in your lives through the Scripture and other material.

Any number of other ways might be imagined for using this book. 

Please feel free to share the unique ideas you have by e-mailing us at 

NLT@tyndale.com or by logging on to www.HolyBibleMosaic.com. There 

you will also find resources to extend the experience beyond the printed page, 

and you can add your piece to the Mosaic by contributing to the community 

forum or commenting on the blog.

Introduction
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The Annunciation—El Greco (Greece/1541–1614)
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Longing
Advent, Week 1

Isaiah :- † p. 31 • Psalm  † p. 32
 Corinthians :- † p. 33 • Matthew :- † p. 33

Waiting doesn’t resonate well in our culture. Our spending habits 

serve as one good example. Because we need it now, we rack up 

outlandish debts we may have no plan for repaying. 

The Christian life is—and always has been—filled with waiting. 

Whether it was the Old Testament anticipation of the promised Messiah 

or the New Testament eager expectation for Jesus Christ’s return, believers 

are often focused on what is to come.

It seems that God teaches us the most poignant lessons when we 

pay attention to the ways in which his Kingdom is upside down from ours. 

Perhaps God wants us to feel strongly dissatisfied with the imperfections 

of our current state and long for what is to come. Could it be that in those 

moments of yearning we grow to better understand the ways of our Lord?

S U G G E S T E D  R E A D I N G :  Isaiah :- † p. 34

�
You also must be ready all the time,

for the Son of Man will come when least expected.

—Matthew 24:44

7
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Longing

 “ Advent . . . helps us to understand the fullness of the value and meaning 

of the mystery of Christmas. It is not just about commemorating the 

historical event, which occurred some 2,000 years ago in a little village 

of Judea. Instead, we must understand that our whole life should be 

an ‘advent,’ in vigilant expectation of Christ’s final coming. To prepare 

our hearts to welcome the Lord who, as we say in the Creed, will come 

one day to judge the living and the dead, we must learn to recognize his 

presence in the events of daily life. Advent is then a period of intense 

training that directs us decisively to the One who has already come, who 

will come and who continuously comes.”

  —Pope John Paul II (poland/1920–2005)

�
Now you have every spiritual gift you need 

as you eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ.

—1 Corinthians 1:7

“ Let us then continually persevere in our hope, and the earnest of our 

righteousness, which is Jesus Christ, ‘who bore our sins in His own body 

on the tree,’ ‘who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth,’ 

but endured all things for us, that we might live in Him. Let us then 

be imitators of His patience; and if we suffer for His name’s sake, let us 

glorify Him. For He has set us this example in Himself, and we have 

believed that such is the case.”  —Polycarp (turkey/69–155)

8
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Longing

John Chrysostom (antioch) 

Prayer and converse with God is a supreme good: it is a partnership 

and union with God. As the eyes of the body are enlightened when 

they see light, so our spirit, when it is intent on God, is illumined by his 

infinite light. I do not mean the prayer of outward observance but prayer 

from the heart, not confined to fixed times or periods but continuous 

throughout the day and night.

Our spirit should be quick to reach out toward God not only 

when it is engaged in meditation; at other times also, when it is carrying 

out its duties, caring for the needy, performing works of charity, giving 

generously in the service of others, our spirit should long for God, and 

call him to mind, so that these works may be seasoned with the salt 

of God’s love, and so make a palatable offering to the Lord of the 

universe. . . . 

Prayer is the light of the spirit, true knowledge of God, mediating 

between God and man. The spirit, raised up to heaven by prayer, clings 

to God with the utmost tenderness; like a child crying tearfully for its 

mother, it craves the milk that God provides. It seeks the satisfaction of 

its own desires, and receives gifts outweighing the whole world of nature.

Prayer stands before God as an honored ambassador. It gives joy 

to the spirit, peace to the heart. I speak of prayer, not words. It is the 

longing for God, love too deep for words, a gift not given by man but by 

God’s grace.

Reflection

C. 349

C. 407

9
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Imagine
Mathew Woodley

A few years ago, on the first Sunday of Advent, I played John Lennon’s song 

“Imagine” right before my sermon. It wasn’t a universal hit. The lyrics may 

be controversial; he imagines a live-for-today existence with no heaven and 

no hell, but he longs for a better place where “the world will be as one.”

In my defense, I clearly stated that, contra Lennon’s lyrics, I believe 

in heaven, hell, the blood of Jesus, and things worth dying for. But Lennon 

was right about one thing: This world is broken, and we should yearn for its 

healing. Our hearts should ache for a better world.

Sadly, our culture often fosters a complacent, blasé, smug approach 

to Christianity. In the words of C. S. Lewis, “We are far too easily pleased.” 

We’re happy to numb and freeze our restless ache for a better world.

Advent is the season of the church year that ignites that longing in 

our hearts. Before we rush into “Happy Holidays,” we pause and let longing 

rise up within us. Throughout Advent we catch glimpses of a better world.

And as we catch glimpses of this Messiah-healed world, we long for 

its coming now. All of the best Advent hymns capture this spirit of groaning 

and longing for Messiah’s better world. When we sing “O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel,” with its dark, unresolved melody, it cracks our hearts open with 

longing’s wound. And yet, we know Messiah has come, even as we wait for 

him to come again. Advent is a deliciously painful mix of joy and anguish.

This Advent-like longing is at the heart of Christian spirituality. 

Augustine’s Latin phrase desiderium sinus cordis—“yearning makes the heart 

grow deep”—became a central theme in his pilgrimage on earth. Augustine 

cried out, “Give me one who yearns; . . . give me one far away in this desert, 

who is thirsty and sighs for the spring of the Eternal country. Give me that 

sort of man: he knows what I mean.”

C. S. Lewis claimed that in this life the Advent-like stab of longing 

serves as a spiritual homing device, placed deep in our heart by God to lead 

us back to him. Thus, as Psyche realizes in Till We Have Faces, “It almost 

hurt me . . . like a bird in a cage when the other birds of its kind are flying 

home. . . . The sweetest thing in all my life has been the longing . . . to find 

the place where all the beauty came from. . . . The longing for home.” 

Advent trains us to ache again. Of all the seasons of the church 

year, Advent is the time to acknowledge, feel, and even embrace the joyful 

anguish of longing for Messiah’s birth and the world’s rebirth. So we sing 

our aching songs while we light candles and festoon the church with 

greenery. That is Advent longing, and we couldn’t imagine it any other way. 

Longing

10
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Meditation

O U R  H E A R T S  A R E  R E S T L E S S 

Everlasting God, 

in whom we live and move and have our being: 

You have made us for yourself, 

so that our hearts are restless 

until they rest in you.

—Augustine of Hippo (algeria/–)

Longing

11
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Generations Waited for What We Look Back and Celebrate

—E. John Walford (England/Contemporary)
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Hoping for Hope
Advent, Week 2

Isaiah :- † p. 36 • Psalm  † p. 37
 Peter :- † p. 38 • Mark :- † p. 38

A dvent is a time of hope; the spirit of eager anticipation pervades 

the senses. Even in the refuge of your own home, the season 

is inescapable as carolers dismiss the social inhibitions that 

dominate the other eleven months of the year. But when tragedy, 

depression, or loneliness steals your joy, you can almost resent the hope 

that others have.

When we think our hope unfulfilled, we adjust our expectations. 

We take on new causes, reconsider our optimism, or sometimes become 

leery of new endeavors. We can even become angry with God, feeling 

desolate or abandoned. But even if we lose our hope in God, he will never 

give up on us.

God doesn’t share our limited perspective, and that is one of the 

reasons that the hope of Advent isn’t dependent on how we are feeling. 

It can be comforting to rely on the one who gives us hope, even when the 

light of that hope doesn’t seem to penetrate our temporary darkness.

S U G G E S T E D  R E A D I N G :  Psalm  † p. 39

�
“Comfort, comfort my people,”

says your God.

—Isaiah 40:1

13
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Hoping for Hope

Augustus Neander (germany)

The death of Christ annihilated at a stroke the Messianic expectations 

of the Apostles. Their dejection was complete. But if, of all that they 

had hoped, nothing was ever realized, this dejection could not have 

passed away. . . .

We cannot explain (not bare conceivable possibilities, but) the 

actual state of the case, viz., the dejection of the Apostles at first, and 

what they were and did afterward. There must be some intermediate 

historical fact to explain the transition; something must have occurred 

to revive, with new power, the almost effaced impression; to bring back 

the flow of their faith which had so far ebbed away. 

The reappearance, then, of Christ among his disciples is a 

connecting link in the chain of events which cannot possibly be spared. 

It acted thus: Their sunken faith in his promises received a new 

impulse when these promises were repeated by Him, risen from the 

dead; his reappearance formed the point of contact for a new spiritual 

communion with him, never to be dissolved, nay, thenceforward to be 

developed ever more and more. 

According to their own unvarying asseverations, it was the 

foundation of their immovable faith in his person, and in himself 

as Messiah and Son of God; as well as of their steadfast hope, in his 

communion, of a blissful, everlasting life, triumphing over death. 

Without it they never could have had that inspiring assurance of faith 

with which they everywhere testified of what they had received, and 

joyfully submitted to tortures and to death.

�
“ Christianity has always been the hope of God through Jesus played out 

in the lives of real people living in real circumstances.”

—Doug Pagitt (usa/contemporary)

1789

1850
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Meditation

G O D ’ S  G R A N D E U R

The world is charged with the grandeur of God.

 It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;

 It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil

Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?

Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;

 And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;

 And wears man’s smudge and shares man’s smell: the soil

Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.

And, for all this, nature is never spent;

 There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;

And though the last lights off the black West went

 Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastwards, springs—

Because the Holy Ghost over the bent

 World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.

—Gerard Manley Hopkins (england/–)

Hoping for Hope

15
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Tesserae

A Map for the Mosaic

A mosaic is made up of many small pieces of marble, glass, or tile called “tesserae.” 
This devotional is adapted from Holy Bible: Mosaic, which is made up of hundreds 
of tesserae, the words and art of believers from throughout the centuries and across 
the globe. Each piece is taken from a larger whole, and this page is a roadmap to 
guide you in tracking down each piece in its original context.
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