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Sing a new song to the Lorb! Let the whole earth sing ..
to the Lorb!. .. Let the heavens be glad, and the earth
rejoice! Let the sea and everything in it shout his praise!
Let the fields and their crops burst out with joy! Let the
trees of the forest rustle with praise before the Lorp!
PsALm 96:1, 11-13

PSALM 96 TELLS US that God created a world of
celebration. He wants us to live a life of joy. Part of our
joy here on Earth comes from spending time outdoors in
the beauty of the world he made. Many people in the Bible
went out into the deserts, hills, and mountains so they
could get away from distractions and connect with God.
John the Baptist, David, many of the Old Testament proph-
ets, and even Jesus went to wild and quiet places to talk
with God. Spending time in nature brought them closer

to him. They kept their lives in balance by being in touch
with God and his creation.

The Garden of Eden was created in perfect balance, and
Adam and Eve were there to take care of it. But Adam and
Eve chose not to follow God’s instructions, so God sent
them out of his Garden and into a world filled with
thorns, weeds, droughts, and storms. Even though
we live outside of the Garden now, God still pro-
vides a beautiful world for us and wants us to
take care of it. JﬁL :

People haven’t always done a good job of this. ;
Carbon monoxide pumps into the sky, garbage
fills up the land, and chemicals pour into the
rivers. Some scientists say global warming—
a rise of temperatures all over the world—
will create massive droughts and cause
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food to run low. Are these scientists right? And should we
be scared, or should we be excited to help change things?
The fact is, scary news is not the reason we should care for
the world. We should take care of the Earth because that’s
our job, because we love others, and because it makes God
happy.

Joy comes when life is in balance. But some parts of our
world are out of balance. In this book, we’ll find ways to
help bring balance to God’s creation. As we do, we’ll under-
stand more about God’s design for the universe, and we’ll
learn about our role in his plan for Earth.

EACH DEVOTION INCLUDES:

Scripture: A verse or passage that reflects God’s love
and care for his world or describes the part you can play
in “creation care.”

Faects: A section on the scientific facts surrounding the
day’s topic.

Connection: This section links the scientific facts with
the biblical truth from that day’s Scripture passage.

What Can I Do?: Each devotion will include an action
you can take, which may include tips on how to reuse
stuff, reeyele stuff, reduce the amount of stuff you use,
rethink the way you use stuff, respeet God’s world,
reflect on new ideas, or relay your thoughts to God.

Fun Stuff: jokes, riddles, or factoids that tie in with the
theme of the day.

In learning these things, we’'ll get closer to our Creator.
Now that’s cause for celebration!
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We want to hear from you. If this book gives
you any cool thoughts or ideas about how you can
take care of God’s world, please send us an e-mail

and tell us about it. We will write you back.

Our e-mail address is
cosmicart@stock-space-images.com.




The Lorp God called to [Adam], “Where are you?”
GENESIS 3:9

THINGS WERE PRETTY peachy in the Garden of Eden. Adam
and Eve had the best salad bar in history, and they lived in
peace with God’s creatures and his creation. Everything worked
just right together. God asked only one thing of the first humans:
don’t eat fruit from this one tree. Guess what? They did. When
Adam and Eve disobeyed, everything stopped working together.
Four things happened:

1. Humans were separated from God.

2. Humans were separated from each other, and they began to
disagree and argue.

3. Every human was separated from himself or herself. People no
longer felt good about themselves (Adam and Eve were ashamed).
They were confused about their own thoughts and feelings.

4. Humans were separated from God’s creation. They no longer
lived in peace with it.

Then God did an amazing thing. He sent his Son, Jesus, to build
a bridge between himself and us. Even though our sin has sepa-
rated us from God, Jesus died so that we could reconnect with God.
When we follow Jesus and let him be in charge of our lives, God’s
bridge reaches all the way from him to us.



ﬁ Connection

In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve were without shame until
they sinned and stopped following God’s plan. Then Adam was so
ashamed that when God came to see him, as he did every day, Adam
hid (see Genesis 3). Adam was no longer close to God. Jesus provides
a way for us to get close to God, and as we learn more about God and
get closer to him, we become more like Jesus. Love becomes the way
we operate in life as the separation between humans and God (#1 on
the list) is mended. This doesn’t happen all at once; it’s a lifelong jour-
ney that begins to heal the separation of humans from each other and
from themselves (#2 and #3). The last separation, between God’s cre-
ation and us, is what this book is all about. Like with #2 and #3, the
healing of this one takes time. But with God’s help, we can reconnect
not only with him but also with his creation.

[ ]
TD What Can | Do?

Relay your thoughts to God. We stay close to God by talking with
him and listening to him. He speaks to us through his Word. Some-
times he shows us the way through events and circumstances that
happen to us. Stay close to God, and he will help you make wise

decisions about his garden, the world.
2]
b
Garden Grins

Q: Why do potatoes make good detectives? ;:g\

A: Because they keep their eyes peeled. e

Q: What vegetable do you need a plumber for?
A: Aleek.
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God created human beings in his own image.
In the image of God he created them.
GENESIs 1:27

WE ARE MADE in God’s image. That means that we have free
will and that we have the ability to make choices. He has
given us the ability to know what is right and what is wrong. We
can live a life that reminds people of God by showing others love,
patience, and kindness.

Knowing that we're made in God’s image, how should we live?
How should we treat his world? Let’s think about God’s qualities
as they relate to his creation:

God creates; he does not destroy.

God cares for the weak.

God rescues the helpless.

God renews instead of “using up.”

God brings beautiful order, not disorder.
God restores the damaged and broken.

Here are some names of God found in the Bible: the Shield, the
Healer, the Gardener, my Helper, my Song, my Source, the Spring
of Living Water, our Resting Place. These names of God show us
that he wants the best for us and the rest of his creation, and that
he protects and loves us.



ﬁ Connection

As we learn in the first chapter of Genesis, Creation is designed for
us to enjoy and care for, working hand in hand with God. He has
desired a relationship with us ever since the beginning of the world.
He’s saying, “Work with me, people!”

[ ]
TU What Can | Do?

Reflect on who God is. Think of some of the things you appreciate
most about God, such as his patience with you, his willingness to
forgive you, or his constant love. Ask him to make you more like
him in those areas.

aﬁr Amazing Facts:

No one knows for sure how many different kinds of creatures
God has created, but there are 1.5 to 1.8 million different kinds
that have been named. Each species, or kind, has its own unique
characteristics. About half of all species are insects.

* There are more than 300,000 different species of beetles.

* There are about 4,500 species of mammals. Scientists have found
more than 400 new species of mammals over the past 15 years.




May the Lorp bless you and protect you.
NUMBERS 6:24

HAVE YOU EVER noticed the words on the side of a police
car? In many cities, the door of a patrol car says, “To Serve
and Protect.” Genesis 2:15 says the Lord put people in the Garden
of Eden to “tend and watch over it” (NLT) or to “work it and take
care of it” (NIV). The original Bible words (in Hebrew) are abad
and shamar, which actually mean to “serve and protect.” Many law
enforcement people don’t realize their patrol cars are quoting the
last part of a Bible verse!

Part of serving God is taking care of the “garden” he has given us
to live in—the world around us. We can take care of his creation by
being careful of where we put our garbage, how we use our water,
and how we make and use energy. But what’s this bit about protect-
ing? God also calls us to care for his creatures and their homes, to
preserve clean water and air, and to not use up all the wilderness.
Is the whole Earth too big to protect? Is it too late? There are things
that all of us can do to be better Earth keepers. A lot of people
think the problems are too big. They say, “What can I do? I'm just
one person.” But God has used a lot
of “just one persons” to do some
amazing things.




ﬂ Connection

As we see in Genesis 2, “The LORD God placed the man in the
Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it.” That is one reason God
has put us here: to watch and tend his “garden,” the world. Each of
us can do our part to care for creation, and when we work together,
big things can happen! An African proverb says, “Many little
people in many little places doing many little things can change the
world.” A multitude of people just changing the way they do one or
two things can have a major impact. So you don’t have to do huge
things. Believe this: with God’s help, every little bit that you do
makes a difference.

i
TU What Can | Do?

Respect the land. Make a game of picking up one piece of trash
every time you are outside. One of the best ways to protect the
land and water is simply to clean up! Trash not only clogs rivers
and makes wildlife sick but it also takes away from God’s beauty
around us.

Joke

Q: What promise did Adam and Eve make after they were
kicked out of the Garden of Eden?

A: They promised to turn over a new leaf.
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I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the
least of these . . . you did for me.
MATTHEW 25:40, NIV

THERE'S A STORY about a little boy at the seashore. As he
walked along the sand, he noticed hundreds of starfish that
had been washed high up onto the beach the night before by

a fierce storm. He knew they would never make it back to the
water on their own, so he started picking them up one by one
and carrying them back to the water so they would live. His older
brother came along and said, “That’s stupid. Why are you even
bothering to do that? There are so many of them, it’s not going to
make any difference.” The little boy looked down at the starfish
in his hand, dropped it into the water, and said, “Well, it makes a
difference to that one.”

Even little kids can do things to help take care of God’s
world. The boy carrying the starfish back to the water
was doing what he could to help some of God’s crea-
tures who were in trouble.




ﬂ Connection

In Matthew 25:40, Jesus was talking about taking care of other
people who need our help. But fish, birds, and animals—even the
Earth itself—need our help too, as we learned in Genesis 1:26. Are
you going to do every single thing that we mention in this book to
help the planet? Of course not. But even if you only do one thing, it
will make a difference.

[ ]
TU What Can | Do?

Relay your thoughts to God. “Lord, there are 6 billion people on
this Earth, and I am just one of them. Please show me what you
want me to do to make your world a little better. Thank you.”

apeopely ST el

;3 Joke

Q: What fish always gets asked for
his autograph?

A: The starfish.

F?‘ oo ST
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Zhe Real Creatol

Turn from these worthless things and turn to the living God, who
made heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them.
AcTts 14:15

THE WORLD IS full of ideas about God. Some are right; others
are not. Some people have the mistaken idea that God created
the world but then took a vacation. In other words, they think God
made the universe to be like a giant machine and then sat back to
watch it run down like an old clock. People who believe this think
that God is not interested in what happens here on Earth. But that
is not true. Genesis tells us that at the end of the creation week,
God looked at all he had made “and he saw that it was very good!”
(Genesis 1:31). He put his stamp of approval on the whole universe;
he is very interested in what happens to it!

Another wrong idea is that God and creation are the same thing.
Some people think that God is in the trees and flowers and crea-
tures and air. But Genesis, the first book in the Bible, tells us that
God existed even before the world was made and that he is sepa-
rate from it. God tells us not to worship anyone or anything besides
him. And that includes nature.

God is better than all those ideas. He’s greater, bigger, more awe-
some and amazing than his creation, but he also cares about the
world he has created.

10



ﬂ Connection

When some people do things for the environment, it is because they
love the Earth. This isn’t a bad thing, but it’s not the whole story.
When Christians take care of God’s creation, we have an extra good
reason: we do it out of love for our Father in heaven—the one “who
made heaven and earth”!

i
Tﬁ' What Can | Do?

Reflect on who God is. We can make sure we have a clear view of
who God is by studying his Word, the Bible. We can trust the Bible
to be true because it is “God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16, NIV). That
means the words in it are just what God wants to tell us. So if we
hear something about God, we should always check in with
what the Bible says about it.

ﬁr A Child’s Prayer

A mother overheard this bedtime prayer by her little boy:
“Dear God, please take care of my daddy and mommy and
me. Oh, and please take care of yourself, God. If anything
happens to you, we're going to be in a big mess.”

11
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Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that | love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”

JOHN 21:16, NIV

HANNA LOVES MUSIC. There is one band that is her absolute
favorite, though. She loves their music. She listens to it all the
time. She goes to the band’s concerts whenever she can. She owns
all their music, and she collects their posters and T-shirts.

Hanna takes good care of her music, posters, and T-shirts
because they have something to do with the band she loves. She
knows the band puts a lot of work into their songs, and Hanna
honors her favorite band by taking care of what they have made.

God is the great musician. The song of his creation drifts on the
winds, thunders in the clouds, and lilts in the voices of birds and
bugs. He’s not distant from what he has made. God created and
is redeeming this world, and he is healing it through the power of
Jesus. He cares for our planet. If we love God, we’ll care for it too.
If you love the Creator, care for his creation. It’s just that simple.




ﬂ Connection

In today’s verse, Jesus tells Simon Peter that if he truly loves Jesus,
he will take care of Jesus’ “sheep.” Jesus’ sheep are his followers. If
we truly love God, we will take care of his family, his creatures, and

his world.

[ ]
TD What Can | Do?

Respect God’s world. One way we can show God how much we love
him is to care for the things he loves, whether that’s people or other
parts of his creation. Even when we feel frustrated with a friend or
family member, Jesus wants us to treat that person like a treasure,
with care and love.

ﬁr Fun Fact

One of the most common musical instruments mentioned in the
Bible is the lyre. It had eight or ten strings and a sound box, much
like a guitar today. Lyres that are 4,750 years old have been found
in the ancient city of Ur.

Joke

Son: Mom, | want to grow up and be a rock 'n’ roll musician.
Mom: Well, Son, you've got to pick one or the other. You can’t }m
do both.
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RESPECT

. Pick up one piece of trash every day.

Bring a little Eden to your neighborhood: set up
a bird feeder in the winter; plant a garden or a
tree; create a compost pile.

REDUCE

3.

4.

5.

Save water by taking four-minute showers.
Remember what saving water did for Mono Lake!
Instead of having your parents drive you, walk or
bike to nearby places.

Reduce power use by turning off lights. Don’t
leave your computer or DVD player on standby
or sleep mode. Remember those energy vampires.

REUSE

6.

7.

Instead of buying new bottled water, refill your
water bottle.

Reuse shopping bags. Save plastic or paper bags,
or buy canvas ones to bring home the groceries.

RECYCLE

8.

Recycle metal, glass, paper, and plastic.

RETHINK

9.
10.

Give acts of service instead of stuff.

Look at God’s creation in new and different ways.
He has given us the task of taking care of his
world—every bit of it. Can you do it? Will you?
Living at peace with God’s creation makes our
lives richer and brings us closer to our Creator.
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