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“MOM, SOMETHING AWFUL has hap-
pened,” Jamie Maxwell said, her voice
shaking. Her hands were also shaking,
almost too much to hold her cell phone
as she hurried toward Chad Devalon’s
crashed car.

“Where are you?” her mother said,
her voice even and unemotional,
though Jamie could tell she was trying
hard to stay in control.

Jamie had said nothing to her parents
about her test drive in the Devalon car.
She now knew that had been a mistake,
and she'd hear it from both her mom and
her dad when she saw them.

“I'm headed over to the hospital in
a few minutes,” Jamie said. “Could you
meet me at Memorial?”

Her mom hesitated. “Are you all
right?”

“I'm fine, Mom.”

Ambulance Chase

Chapter 1

n
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“Okay, we'll go right over there.”

Jamie had beaten the others calling 911 when
Chad Devalon crashed, telling the dispatcher their
location at the track as the car teetered on its top in
the infield. Chad’s father, Butch Devalon, and the
owner of the Devalon racing team, Shane Hardwick,
raced toward the car along with the track manager,
who carried a fire extinguisher.

“Chad!” Butch Devalon shouted, and Jamie
thought it was the worst sound in the world to hear a
father yell his child’s name into a wrecked car.

Chad wasn’t talking or moving that she could
tell—a bad sign.

Mr. Devalon fumbled with the window net, trying
to reach the six-point harness.

“Hold up,” Mr. Hardwick said, releasing the win-
dow net easily.

“He’sright,” Jamie said. Her voice sounded strange,
as if even speaking to someone who'd been in rac-
ing as long as these two was sacrilegious. Something
inside took over, and she spoke, her voice stronger.
“We should get the car off its top before you release
him. You unbuckle that strap, and he’s going to slam
straight into the roof.”

The track manager agreed. “Yeah, I'll get my
truck.” He returned with a Ford F-250, spinning his
tires in the infield grass, a chain clanking in the bed.
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By then, the swirling siren of the ambulance wafted
over the track like a song.

“I don’'t need no ambulance,” Chad muttered.

“Just hang in there, Son,” Mr. Devalon said.

Jamie had seen the swagger and the strut of Butch
Devalon nearly all her life. Her dad had raced against
him, first in trucks, then moving their way up the
NASCAR ladder to the cup races. When Mr. Devalon
didn’t finish first or even in the top 10, he was still the
picture of self-confidence. Every step said, I'm num-
ber one, even if I didn’t win today. In interviews, he
made sure everyone knew the other guy never actu-
ally won the race—he lost it. He'd made a mistake or
the team had done something wrong. He let everyone
know he should have been in the winner’s circle—and
would be next time.

However, the swagger was gone—at least tempo-
rarily—as Mr. Devalon told his son to keep quiet. He
seemed scattered, not knowing what to say or do.

“Blood’s running to my head,” Chad said, a little
stronger now.

The track manager hooked the chain to the car
and gently pulled it until the wheels slammed onto
the grass.

Butch Devalon unhooked the harness and popped
the steering wheel, but the roof was so dented that
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Jamie wondered if they could squeeze Chad through
the opening.

She turned and waved at the ambulance as it
came through the front gate and onto the track. When
she looked back, they had Chad sitting on the ground
and were taking off his helmet.

The paramedics arrived and moved everyone
away. Chad protested louder now, telling the men he
was fine and there was no reason for them to be here.
They pointed a light at his eyes and tried to keep him
still, but he kept pushing them away.

“Let 'em take a look at you,” Mr. Hardwick said.
“It’s for your own good.”

“I'm telling you, I'm okay,” Chad said. But when
he tried to stand, he screamed in pain and his legs
gave way.

The paramedics put him on a gurney and loaded
him into the ambulance.

Butch Devalon got in the back with Chad and
glanced at Jamie. He tried to smile, but lines of worry
creased his face.

Jamie ran through the gate and up the hill to her
car. Her cell phone rang as she pulled out behind the
ambulance.

“Tamie, it’s Cassie,” her friend said. Her voice felt
like a cool breeze on a sweltering day. “I heard some-
thing was wrong.”
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“How did you hear that?” Jamie said.

“Your mom called the prayer tree, and we're at the
top of the list. What'’s going on?”

The prayer tree. Cassie made it sound like a living
thing. Basically it was a list of names and phone num-
bers people at their church called when somebody
found out they had a disease or went into rehab or
had a teenager in trouble. Jamie called it the “gos-
sip bush” just to make her mom mad. As far as she
knew, this was the first time she had made the list,
though she figured the guy in Florida, Tim Carhardt,
had been on one of the branches.

Cassie Strower was Jamie’s best friend. As kids
they’d spent summer nights camping out and winter
nights at sleepovers. They still had their nails done
together on special occasions, but they'd grown apart
the more time Jamie spent racing. Cassie was the “per-
fect” daughter. A strong Christian. She was the kind
of girl Jamie figured her mom wished she had. That
halo over her head was the only thing Jamie didn’t
like about Cassie. She had a dependence on God that
Jamie knew she would never have.

“I can’t talk now, Cassie. I'm on my way to the hos-
pital. Just pray for Chad. He’s been in an accident at
the track.”

“Got it,” Cassie said.



CHRIS FABRY is a writer,
broadcaster, and graduate
of Richard Petty Driving Ex-
perience (top speed: 134.29
mph). He has written more
than 50 books, including collaboration
on the Left Behind: The Kids, Red Rock
Mysteries, and the Wormling series.

You may have heard his voice on
Focus on the Family, Moody Broad-
casting, or Love Worth Finding. He has
also written for Adventures in Odyssey,
Radio Theatre, and Kids Corner.

Chris is a graduate of the W. Page
Pitt School of Journalism at Marshall
University in Huntington, West Virginia.
He and his wife, Andrea, have nine
children and live in Colorado.

About the Author

n




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




