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Introduction

If you are a parent or teacher, this book is for you. It is not intended 
to be used as a storybook with children but rather to guide you 
who guide children, to help you see the entire Bible narrative as it 
happened chronologically, and to show you how the great Bible 
stories fi t into that overarching story of stories.

Parents and teachers worldwide have told and retold the most 
signifi cant Bible stories to their children, but many have never seen 
these stories in the context of the overall panorama of the Bible. How 
does each story fi t into the total Bible text, arranged historically rather 
than “through the Bible”? You will be surprised as you see this total 
panorama of the Bible Story in history unfold.

In this book, we identify 365 of the most signifi cant Bible stories—
stories that appear most often in Bible storybooks, Sunday school 
curriculum, and other Christian-education resources. The 365 stories 
are located in the context of the total Bible narrative, as it happened 
historically. 

Why is this important? Because the chronological unfolding of the 
Bible narrative often provides unusual commentary on an event. For 
example, teachers and parents may wonder why King Artaxerxes was so 
favorable to Nehemiah, not only giving him permission to return to the 
land, but sending vast resources with him. Seeing this event in history 
gives the answer—Artaxerxes was the stepson of Queen Esther, who 
likely had great infl uence on him as he grew up. Remember, the book 
of Nehemiah comes before the book of Esther in the Bible, so looking at 
Bible stories as they appear in the Bible itself would make it appear that 
Nehemiah lived before Esther, not after. Seeing the stories historically 
shows them in correct order and thus reveals exciting new insights.

I know you will fi nd many other new and exciting discoveries as 
you read through this book. It is my prayer that this book will enrich 
you and your teaching or parenting.

V. Gilbert Beers
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1Before Creation

THE SETTING

Characters:
God the Father; God the Son; God the Holy Spirit; angels; morning stars; Satan

Time Period:
The time of mystery before creation

Dates:
Before time began, so there were no dates.

Where the Big Story Can Be Found:
Genesis 21:33; Deuteronomy 33:27; Job 38:4-7; Psalm 102:24, 26; Proverbs 8:22-26; Isaiah 
14:12-15; 66:2; Ezekiel 43:7; Matthew 8:11; John 1:1-4; 10:30; Acts 7:49; 1 Timothy 3:6; Hebrews 
1:13; 2 Peter 2:4; Revelation 22:16

THE BIG STORY

The Big Story of God’s plan of the ages began aeons before creation. 
God was there, as he always has been, planning for the creation of 
the universe, including our world, and planning for us to fi t within 
his Creation. 

His plan included people such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 
David, Nehemiah, and all the other great people in the Bible. It 
also included people whose names are lost to us. Some were heroic 
people. But their names did not make it into Bible history. God’s 
plan also included you and your child.
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God’s plan included the birth of his Son, Jesus, at Bethlehem, as 
well as Jesus’ life on earth and his death and resurrection. It included 
the growth of the early church, the Dark Ages, the Reformation, and 
the modern age we live in. His story includes all of our stories and 
beyond, through all future endless ages.

“In the beginning” actually had no beginning, for God existed 
long before the creation story of Genesis 1. How long ago was that? 
Some think the creation of the world occurred at least twelve billion 
years ago. Others speak of many more billions of years. Are they 
right? How can we even know? Either way, God already existed 
twelve billion years ago and billions of billions of years ago, even 
though he had not yet created our universe. The Bible teaches us 
that God had already existed for endless aeons of time before “the 
beginning” mentioned in Genesis 1:1, for he has always existed—
even for billions of billions of years.

Angels were there at creation, too, celebrating from the ram-
parts of heaven. So were the “morning stars,” probably angelic or 
Christlike beings described in the Scriptures. They, too, celebrated 
God’s creation and the wonderful plans he was designing for you 
and me. Even before the creation of the world, Satan was there also 
and already frustrated at God’s plans for you and me. He longed to 
take action in his frustrations and destroy whatever he could. When 
did God create the angels and the morning stars? We don’t know. 
We only know that he was there fi rst. Did God create Satan? The 
Bible says Satan was created as an angel, but he rebelled against God 
and became evil personifi ed.
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19Before Bethlehem
The Story before Jesus’ Birth

THE SETTING

Characters:
Jesus Christ (God the Son, the second person of the Trinity)

Time Period:
From aeons before creation until Jesus was born in Bethlehem

Dates:
From eternity past until 5 or 6 BC

Where the Big Story Can Be Found: 
John 1:1-18

THE BIG STORY 

The Christmas story began thousands of years before Bethlehem. 
To understand the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem, and the stories 
about his life on earth and his sacrifi ce on the cross, we must go 
back thousands of years to the creation of the universe. The triune 
God—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit—was 
already there, creating everything that was ever made. The Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit had been there for aeons before creation, 
planning every snowfl ake, every fl ower, every animal, and every 
human being who would ever live.
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God the Son, whom we have come to know as Jesus through 
his physical birth on earth, has always existed. He was, and is, 
God—God the Son, the second person of the Trinity. The life of 
Jesus on earth was but a very small chapter in the everlasting life of 
God the Son, from eternity past through eternity yet to come. 

God the Son—the Creator
The apostle John, the man who knew Jesus better than any other 
human being, wrote a Gospel about Jesus, affi rming that he truly 
was, and still is, the Son of God, the Messiah. John opens his Gospel 
with the remarkable words, “In the beginning the Word [Jesus] 
already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
existed in the beginning with God. God created everything through 
him, and nothing was created except through him. The Word gave 
life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to 
everyone. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can 
never extinguish it” (John 1:1-5). 

Jesus’ Life on Earth—
Planned before Creation
Hebrews 13:8 says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever.” He is eternal. In John 8:58, we read Jesus’ words, “I tell you 
the truth, before Abraham was even born, I Am!” In Jesus’ prayer to 
the Father recorded in John 17:5, he says, “Father, bring me into the 
glory we shared before the world began.” God’s plans for the incar-
nation of Jesus, life of Jesus on earth, death of Jesus on the cross, 
and resurrection and ascension of Jesus were all in place long before 
the dawn of creation.

The Force That Holds the Universe Together
Not only were the plans for all of this in place before creation, but 
God the Son was personally there at creation, bringing all things 
into existence, and he continues to hold all creation together. 
Colossians 1:15-17 affi rms this: “Christ is the visible image of 
the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is 
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supreme over all creation, for through him God created everything 
in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the things we can see 
and the things we can’t see—such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and 
authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through 
him and for him. He existed before anything else, and he holds all 
creation together.”

The Christ of the Old Testament
In a very real sense, the entire Old Testament is the prelude to 
Jesus’ birth at Bethlehem. Every person and every event fi t into the 
remarkable story of all stories, leading to his coming as a baby at 
just the right time.

The prophecies in the Old Testament point to Jesus’ coming. 
The priestly system points to Jesus, the great High Priest who was to 
come. The sacrifi cial system points to Jesus, the Lamb of God, who 
was the sacrifi ce for our sins.

The pinnacle of history is the Crucifi xion. Jesus came to 
Bethlehem for three purposes: (1) to die on the cross for our sins, his 
preeminent purpose; (2) to leave us a record of his miracles, teach-
ings, and personal love so that we might believe in him and live for 
him; and (3) to gather and train those who would lead in building 
his church after he returned to heaven. Revelation 13:8 tells us of “the 
Lamb [Jesus] who was slaughtered.” His crucifi xion and all that led 
to it were in God’s eternal plan long before creation.

In the Fullness of Time
There was an appointed time for the Son to come to earth and an 
appointed time for him to die on the cross. The Scriptures describe 
these divine appointments this way: “When the right time came, 
God sent his Son” (Galatians 4:4). Some versions say, “In the fullness 
of time,” that is, when time was fully ripe or fully prepared for his 
coming—not a moment too early, and not a moment too late.
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THE SETTING

Characters: 
Jesus; Joseph (adopted father of Jesus); Luke (author of the Gospel of Luke); Mary 
(mother of Jesus); Matthew (author of the Gospel of Matthew)

Time Period:
The entire Old Testament period from Adam to Jesus

Dates:
From an unknown date until 5 or 6 BC

Where the Big Story Can Be Found:
Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38

THE BIG STORY

Credentials for Jesus’ Legal Father
Most of us are startled to see the story of Jesus begin with a long 
genealogy (see Matthew 1:1-17) rather than with an account of his 
birth. The record in Matthew is a long list of the ancestors of Joseph, 
Jesus’ adoptive father, not the bloodline coming through Mary. 
Since Matthew was writing to a Jewish audience, he was giving 
credibility to Jesus’ ancestry through his legal father, Joseph, and 
showing that his ancestry was tied to Abraham. His Jewish audience 
would recognize and accept a lineage from Abraham. It was not 
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necessary for them to go back beyond Abraham for that “fatherly” 
set of credentials. 

The Bloodline of Jesus
The genealogy in Luke 3:23-38 is likely Mary’s genealogy. The record 
in Matthew says that Joseph’s father was Jacob. Here it says Heli, 
who was likely Mary’s father and Joseph’s father-in-law. Why didn’t 
Luke just say that? Perhaps because giving a long genealogy of a 
mother wasn’t exactly the thing to do at that time. 

If this is Mary’s genealogy, and Bible scholars accept it as such, 
these ancestors are in the bloodline of Jesus’ body, the body he sacri-
fi ced on the cross. 

A Flawed Family
If you expect Mary’s genealogy to be made up of perfect people 
who never sinned, forget it. Jesus’ body, the body he sacrifi ced for 
our sins, came from a long list of sinful people. The Bible message 
is clear: These are people just like you and me—fl awed, sinful 
people.

Abraham heads the list of fl awed people. He was a godly man, 
to be sure. But he also lied to Pharaoh, deceiving him with the idea 
that Sarah was his sister, not his wife. He repeated this same decep-
tion with the Philistine king, Abimelech. Abraham and his wife 
Sarah lacked the faith to believe that God would give them a son 
through Sarah, so both contrived to have that son through Sarah’s 
Egyptian maid Hagar. This was a clear lack of faith in God’s prom-
ises, and it brought untold grief to the family.

Jacob was a godly man, without doubt. But we see him deceiv-
ing his brother, Esau, and his aged and blind father, Isaac, even 
 telling him that he was Esau. 

The story of the birth of Perez, son of Judah, is shocking, even 
by today’s standards. Judah didn’t know that the woman he had 
spent time with was really his daughter-in-law Tamar. He left his 
personal seal, cord, and walking stick with her. Later, when he 
learned that his daughter-in-law was pregnant, he threatened to kill 
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her. Then she showed him his belongings. He was without doubt 
the father of her child, so he left her alone (see Genesis 38).

Obed, King David’s grandfather, was the son of the Moabite 
widow Ruth. There was nothing wrong with Ruth’s life. She was 
about as pure as anyone. But she was Moabite, a descendant of 
Lot and his older daughter, who got her father drunk one night so 
she could have sex with him and have a baby (see Genesis 19:30-
38). That baby was Moab, Ruth’s ancestor and also King David’s 
ancestor. Historically the Moabites were enemies of the Israelites. 
Through Ruth, David was part Moabite, as were all of his descen-
dants, including Jesus. 

King David was a godly man and built a golden kingdom. 
Usually he led a godly life, even writing many of our Psalms. But 
everyone knows the story of David and Bathsheba, how he seduced 
her, then had her husband murdered so he could marry her. The 
great King Solomon was the son of David and Bathsheba. David 
and Solomon and Bathsheba are all in the bloodline of Jesus.

All of this is to say that the physical blood of Jesus Christ, given 
for our sins, came from fl awed, sinful people in Mary’s bloodline. 
When you think about this, you realize how wise God is to have 
planned it this way. We would be very uncomfortable if all these 
people were perfect and we were not.
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