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GENERAL EDITOR'S PREFACE

The Cornerstone Biblical Commentary is based on the second edition of the New
Living Translation (2007). Nearly 100 scholars from various church back-
grounds and from several countries (United States, Canada, England, and
Australia) participated in the creation of the NLT. Many of these same scholars
are contributors to this commentary series. All the commentators, whether
participants in the NLT or not, believe that the Bible is God's inspired word
and have a desire to make God’s word clear and accessible to his people.

This Bible commentary is the natural extension of our vision for the New
Living Translation, which we believe is both exegetically accurate and idiom-
atically powerful. The NLT attempts to communicate God’s inspired word in a
lucid English translation of the original languages so that English readers can
understand and appreciate the thought of the original writers. In the same way,
the Cornerstone Biblical Commentary aims at helping teachers, pastors, students,
and laypeople understand every thought contained in the Bible. As such, the
commentary focuses first on the words of Scripture, then on the theological
truths of Scripture—inasmuch as the words express the truths.

The commentary itself has been structured in such a way as to help readers get
at the meaning of Scripture, passage by passage, through the entire Bible. Each
Bible book is prefaced by a substantial book introduction that gives general
historical background important for understanding. Then the reader is taken
through the Bible text, passage by passage, starting with the New Living Transla-
tion text printed in full. This is followed by a section called “Notes,” wherein
the commentator helps the reader understand the Hebrew or Greek behind
the English of the NLT, interacts with other scholars on important interpretive
issues, and points the reader to significant textual and contextual matters. The
“Notes” are followed by the “Commentary,” wherein each scholar presents a
lucid interpretation of the passage, giving special attention to context and major
theological themes.

The commentators represent a wide spectrum of theological positions within
the evangelical community. We believe this is good because it reflects the rich
variety in Christ’s church. All the commentators uphold the authority of God's
word and believe it is essential to heed the old adage: “Wholly apply yourself to
the Scriptures and apply them wholly to you.” May this commentary help you
know the truths of Scripture, and may this knowledge help you “grow in your
knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord” (2 Pet 1:2, NLT).

PHILIP W. COMFORT
GENERAL EDITOR
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TRANSLITERATION AND
NUMBERING SYSTEM

Note: For words and roots from nonbiblical languages (e.g., Arabic, Ugaritic),
only approximate transliterations are given.

aleph
beth
gimel
daleth
he
waw
zayin
heth
teth
yodh
kaph
lamedh

patakh

furtive patakh
qamets

final gamets he
segol

tsere

tsere yod

short hireq
long hireq
hireq yod

alpha
beta
gamma

delta
epsilon
zeta
eta
theta

HEBREW/ARAMAIC
Consonants

! i, 0
b 31
g ]
d )
h B, B,
w 5,7
2 P
kh R
t o
y v
k 0,0
1

Vowels
a
a
a i
ah
e
e bl
e
i
i H
i ’

GREEK
a 1
b K
g, n (before A
.k Ex) M
d v
e €
z [0}
e T
th p

mem
nun
samekh
ayin

pe
tsadhe
qoph
resh
shin
sin

taw

qamets khatuf
holem

full holem
short qibbuts
long qibbuts
shureq

khatef patakh
khatef qamets
vocalic shewa
patakh yodh

iota
kappa
lamda
mu

nu

ksi
omicron
pi

rho

=r
=sh

=5

= t, th (spirant)

=0
=0
=0
=Uu
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NUMBERING SYSTEM xiv

o, ¢ sigma =s 2 psi =ps

T tau =t ® omega =0

) upsilon = ' rough = h (with

0} phi = ph breathing vowel or
X chi =ch mark diphthong)

THE TYNDALE-STRONG'S NUMBERING SYSTEM

The Cornerstone Biblical Commentary series uses a word-study numbering system

to give both newer and more advanced Bible students alike quicker, more convenient
access to helpful original-language tools (e.g., concordances, lexicons, and theological
dictionaries). Those who are unfamiliar with the ancient Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek
alphabets can quickly find information on a given word by looking up the appropriate
index number. Advanced students will find the system helpful because it allows them
to quickly find the lexical form of obscure conjugations and inflections.

There are two main numbering systems used for biblical words today. The one
familiar to most people is the Strong’s numbering system (made popular by the
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance to the Bible). Although the original Strong’s system
is still quite useful, the most up-to-date research has shed new light on the biblical
languages and allows for more precision than is found in the original Strong’s sys-
tem. The Cornerstone Biblical Commentary series, therefore, features a newly revised
version of the Strong’s system, the Tyndale-Strong’s numbering system. The Tyndale-
Strong’s system brings together the familiarity of the Strong’s system and the best of
modern scholarship. In most cases, the original Strong’s numbers are preserved. In
places where new research dictates, new or related numbers have been added.!

The second major numbering system today is the Goodrick-Kohlenberger system
used in a number of study tools published by Zondervan. In order to give students
broad access to a number of helpful tools, the Commentary provides index numbers
for the Zondervan system as well.

The different index systems are designated as follows:

TG Tyndale-Strong’s Greek number ZH Zondervan Hebrew number
ZG Zondervan Greek number TA/ZA Tyndale/Zondervan Aramaic number
TH Tyndale-Strong’s Hebrew number S Strong's Aramaic number

So in the example, “love” agapé [©26, #°27], the first number is the one to use with
Greek tools keyed to the Tyndale-Strong’s system, and the second applies to tools that
use the Zondervan system.

The indexing of Aramaic terms differs slightly from that of Greek and Hebrew.
Strong's original system mixed the Aramaic terms in with the Hebrew, but the
Tyndale-Strong’s system indexes Aramaic with a new set of numbers starting at 10,000.
Since Tyndale's system for Aramaic diverges completely from original Strong’s, the
original Strong’s number is listed separately so that those using tools keyed to Strong’s
can locate the information. This number is designated with an S, as in the example,
“son” bar [#*10120, $1247].

1. Generally, one may simply use the original four-digit Strong’s number to identify words in tools using Strong’s system. If a
Tyndale-Strong's number is followed by a capital letter (e.g., "“1692A), it generally indicates an added subdivision of meaning
for the given term. Whenever a Tyndale-Strong’s number has a number following a decimal point (e.g., "“2013.1), it reflects an
instance where new research has yielded a separate, new classification of use for a biblical word. Forthcoming tools from Tyndale
House Publishers will include these entries, which were not part of the original Strong’s system.
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INTRODUCTION TO

1-2 Chronicles

IT WAS DURING MY SEMINARY DAYS that I first took a serious look at the books of
Chronicles. Up to that point my attitude had been that expressed by the title of these
books in the Septuagint. There they are called Paraleipomenon or “omissions,” imply-
ing that they contain material that was not included in the books of Samuel and
Kings. Chronicles was just “the leftovers”; Samuel—Kings was “the main course.”
But it was under the tutelage of Raymond Dillard that I saw for the first time that
these “leftovers” could be “the main course.” His riveting lectures left me on the
edge of my seat as we discussed the significance of the Chronicler’s version of Israel’s
story and its implications for theology.!

The first line of the work now known as 1 and 2 Chronicles begins with the words
“The descendants of Adam” (1 Chr 1:1), while the final pericope of the work begins
with the words “In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia” (2 Chr 36:22). These two
citations reveal the scale of the accomplishment of this work: It is nothing short of
a history of the world from the creation of humanity to the restoration of the Jews
from Babylonian exile; it is, as Jerome once called it, “the chronicle of the whole
of sacred history.” Until recently, however, the work as a whole has often been
maligned by (and, probably even worse, ignored in) critical scholarship.

Jerome's statement above is the most likely origin of the book’s English name,
“Chronicles.” This name is closely aligned with the Hebrew tradition, which calls
this work dibre hayyamim, or “events of the days,” a title that is used to refer to the
official royal histories used as a source in the book of Kings (1 Kgs 14:19; 15:31;
16:5, 14, 20, 27). The name in the Greek tradition (Paraleipomenon, or “omissions”),
however, does little to encourage its readership. As noted above, this title reflects a
common attitude toward Chronicles: It is simply to be used as a supplement to the
more important works of Samuel and Kings.

There are other reasons why Chronicles has been ignored and maligned in bibli-
cal studies, both on literary and historical levels. In terms of its literary character,
although Chronicles reviews the “whole of sacred history,” the vast majority of this
“sacred history” is covered efficiently through the genre of genealogical lists, which fill
the first nine chapters of the work (1 Chr 1-9)—not the most riveting introduction
to capture the imagination of modern readers. When the Chronicler finally does get
to the key narratives of David and Solomon in 1 Chronicles 10—2 Chronicles 9, he
lessens the tension of the plot by removing nearly all references to the failures of these
kings and inserts long lists of people (1 Chr 11-12, 23-27). In the rest of his account
(2 Chr 10-36), the Chronicler excises from his source the story of the northern king-
dom with its fascinating parallel plot to the enduring Davidic kingdom.
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In addition, Chronicles is often ignored and maligned in biblical studies
because of its perceived lack of historical worth. There is no question that the
Chronicler was at some distance from the events he related, indicated by the
final recorded incident in the book, which places it in the Persian period. The
Chronicler raises questions for many historians in the way he rehearses the his-
tory of Israel. His results not only diverge from Samuel and Kings but also reflect
a consistent agenda and style. In the sections that are not found in Samuel and
Kings, one can discern a common vocabulary that reveals the personality of the
Chronicler. This vocabulary occurs not only in the “direct narrative,” that is, those
sections where the Chronicler is describing events in the third person, but also
in the “dramatic narrative,” that is, those sections that cite speeches or prayers.
Many have questioned the veracity of the Paraleipomenon or “omissions” that the
Chronicler has added into his account.

These critiques are the product of our modern fixation on literature and his-
tory. It may be difficult for us to appreciate a literary work in which long lists and
genealogies form a key component, but this does not appear to be true for ancient
writers and readers. Although not testing the limits of our modern patience, the
New Testament Gospel of Matthew begins in similar fashion, drawing the reader
into the story of Jesus by tracing his human origins in the line of Abraham and
David. Modern readers may want the story of Israel to be told with more brilliant
colors, but the Chronicler had an agenda that sought to capture the imagination
of his own generation rather than a modern one. It is this agenda that has often

1930 BC 1920 1(?10 1900 9|90 9|80 9|70 9|60 9|50 9|40 9|30 9|20
ASSYRIAN EMPIRE
Ashur-rabi Il (1012-972) Ashur-dan 11 (934-912)
Shalmaneser 11 (1030-1019) Ashur-reshi-ishi 11 (971-967)
Ashur-nirari IV (1018-1013) Tiglath-pileser Il (966-935)
ISRAEL KINGDOM OF ISRAEL
Jeroboam | (931-910)
Israel Divides
Saul (1050~1011) (931 80
David (1011-971)
o David is anointed king Solomon (971-931) KINGDOM OF JUDAH
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been the subject of modern debate over the historical character of the Chronicler,
yet all the while the greatest detractors seem to think that modern historiography
itself is devoid of an agenda. Fundamental to the task of writing history, whether
in the ancient or modern world, is linking cause and effect and establishing a
rationale for understanding events in a certain way. Throughout time, all history
writing has highlighted certain themes by emphasizing particular parts of history
over others through including or excluding various events. It is true that there
are dimensions of ancient historiography, such as the creation and shaping of
speeches to reflect the sentiments of a character (see Thucydides) or the inclusion
of supernatural causes, which are seen as inappropriate for many modern histo-
rians, but these were accepted modes of historical writing in the ancient world
and would not have been considered faulty or inferior.? The Chronicler has also
shaped his historical presentation in a certain way to highlight historiographical
principles that were key to his worldview and theology and helpful to his readers,
who lived in a unique period in history. Understanding these principles is key to
using Chronicles for reconstructing the history of Israel as well as for highlight-
ing its theological significance for believers today. Some of these principles will
be highlighted under “Major Themes” below (see also the introductions to 1 Chr
1-9, 10-29, 2 Chr 1-9, and 10-36 for historiographic principles key to each sec-
tion of the work).

In order to investigate the Chronicler’'s work, we need to look more closely at
introductory issues of history, text, and literature. First, we need to discover when
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this work was written, who was responsible for it, and to whom it was written.
Second, we need to evaluate the textual sources for the study of Chronicles, that
is, evaluate the various ancient manuscripts in Hebrew and other languages that
bear witness to the original text. Part of the textual study is to ascertain the textual
limits of the work itself, whether it comprised 1 and 2 Chronicles or whether it
included Ezra and Nehemiah as well. Finally, in light of this, we need to determine
what evidence can be drawn from the resulting work that offers clues into the his-
toriography of the writer, that is, what the agenda of the writer and the potential
for theology is.

AUTHOR

Jewish tradition largely associated the authorship of Chronicles with Ezra. The
Babylonian Talmud (b. Bava Batra 15a) claimed that Ezra wrote the book that bears
his own name and the genealogies of the book of Chronicles up until his own time
and that Nehemiah finished it. It is unclear what is meant here, whether Ezra just
updated the genealogies in Chronicles or wrote beginning with the genealogies and
up until Ezra 10. However, the identity of the author (or authors) of this work is
never revealed in the book, a characteristic that is the rule rather than the exception
for Old Testament books. Evidence within the book suggests that the author was
closely associated with the Temple. The book emphasizes the Temple and its services
and provides extensive detail about it. Further evidence for the author’s close
association with the Temple can be found in the fact that the Temple played a key
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role in supporting the development of Jewish literature in the Second Temple period
(the period in which Chronicles was written). Furthermore, the prominence given
to Levites (and within that group to Levitical musicians) suggests someone among
that sacred guild in the Second Temple period. The consistent focus on Jerusalem
and the Temple suggests that those responsible for composing the Chronicles were
living in the Persian province of Yehud (comprised primarily of Jerusalem and its
surrounding suburbs).

DATE AND OCCASION OF WRITING

Chronicles offers only a few pieces of evidence for ascertaining the date of its
origin. First, its extensive use of the books of Samuel and Kings means that it
must have been written after the final event in that composition, which is cited in
2 Kings 25:27-30 as the 37th year of Jehoiachin’s exile during the reign of Amel-
Marduk (Evil-merodach) of Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar’s son), who reigned from
562-560 BC. Second, the final pericope of Chronicles cites a proclamation that
was written in the first year of the Persian King Cyrus, encouraging the Jews to
return to their land and rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem. Although Cyrus rose
to prominence in the ancient Near East in 553 BC, when he revolted against his
grandfather, the Median king Astyages, and inherited his kingdom, it was not until
539 B¢ that Cyrus finally marched into Babylon and took full control of the ancient
Near East from Nabonidus. On a famous cylinder discovered in Mesopotamia and
written in the early months of Cyrus’s control of the former Babylonian Empire,
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Cyrus not only describes his defeat of Nabonidus and enthusiastic acceptance by
the residents of Babylon, but also his policy of returning various gods to their
respective cities and rebuilding their sanctuaries. The proclamation now recorded
in 2 Chronicles 36:22-233 reflects the policies of Cyrus in the period immediately
after Cyrus’s conquest of Babylon. Third, in 1 Chronicles 29:7 one of the valuable
items (“10,000 gold coins”) is referred to as “darics” (gold coins), a coin that was
minted during the reign of Darius I no earlier than 515 BC and would not have
reached the province of Yehud until some time after that. Fourth, the lack of details
on Solomon’s building project and the greater attention to the worship systems
and services suggest that it was not written in the period when the Temple was
being built, that is, during the period from 539-515 BC, but rather in a period when
the Temple had been operational for a time (Dillard 1987:31; Knoppers 2004:111).
Fifth, the genealogy of the Davidic royal line in 1 Chronicles 3:17-24 extends at
least two generations after Zerubbabel, who was governor of Yehud in 520 BC (see
Ezra 1-6, Haggai, Zechariah), and some have suggested that it extends as many
as 14 generations after his time (see commentary on 1 Chr 3). This commentary
will follow Klein (2006:113) in dating the final generation in this genealogy to the
latter half of the fifth century BcC.

These various pieces of evidence suggest that the earliest date for the writing of
Chronicles is 425 BC. Regarding the latest possible date for the book’s composi-
tion, there is strong evidence of the use of Chronicles in several books in the Sec-
ond Temple period (Daniel, 1 Maccabees, Sirach, and various of the DSS). This,
together with the fact that Chronicles is part of the Greek translation of the Old
Testament (LXX), “points to a mid-third century date as the latest reasonable time
for composition” (Knoppers 2004:111).* Thus, the Chronicler was at work some-
where between 425 and 250 BC, writing to a community of Jews who needed to
return to Jerusalem to the reconstructed Temple and to participate in its worship as
they awaited the full realization of the restoration of the kingdom of David.

AUDIENCE

The dates and location that have been given for Chronicles identify the readership
as those who lived in the province of Yehud sometime during the Persian (539-
333 BC) and early Hellenistic (333-250 BC) periods. Although this is a wide range,
there are certain characteristics of this community that may help us understand
the book.

One cannot overestimate the powerful impact of the Babylonian conquest of
Judah in the early sixth century BC. In at least four waves (605, 597, 587, 582 BC),
a portion of the upper echelon of the Judean kingdom was deported to areas in
Mesopotamia, leaving behind a decimated community and destroyed infrastruc-
ture. Although in the waning days of the Judean monarchy foreign powers had
controlled the southern kingdom, there was at least some semblance of inde-
pendence and identity for the nation. But the destruction of Jerusalem in 587/6
would result in the removal of key identity markers: king, Temple, and capital.
Until 539 BC Jews would live in communities stretching from Mesopotamia to
Egypt under foreign hegemony.
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With Babylonian control over the ancient Near East finally broken by Cyrus
in 539 BC, the Jewish people began to return to the land in at least four waves to
join those who had remained behind, first under Sheshbazzar in 539-537, then
under Zerubbabel and Jeshua in 522-520, Ezra in 458, and Nehemiah in 445.
Persian authorization for these returns is inextricably linked with the reconstruc-
tion of the Temple and the reinstitution of its worship, a project that was begun
under Sheshbazzar’s leadership (Ezra 1; 5:15-16) but only fully engaged under
the leadership of governor Zerubbabel, the priest Jeshua, and the prophets Haggai
and Zechariah (Ezra 2-6; Haggai; Zech 1-8). The Temple structure was completed
in 515 BC (Ezra 6:15), even though temple services had begun as early as 520 with
the reconstruction of the altar (Ezra 3:1-6).°

The return of Zerubbabel, with his Davidic lineage (1 Chr 3:17-24; Hag
2:20-23), to the land from Mesopotamia (Zerubbabel means “seed of Babylon”)
around 520 BC was an important signal of the restoration of the nation to its for-
mer state. That is, he represented the reinstatement of the royal identity marker,
even if he was accountable to Persian authorities. His choice of Jerusalem as the
capital of the province reinstated a second identity marker, while the reconstruc-
tion of the Temple represented the third and final identity marker. Thus, by
515 BC there would have been much hope that the community was on the brink
of restoration; all that remained was independence from the Persian Empire.
Some see evidence of rebellion in the language of Haggai (Hag 2:1-9, 20-23),
but this is far from certain. What we do know is that by the end of the sixth
century BC Zerubbabel was no longer governor of Yehud, let alone king of an
independent Judah. In his place sat his son-in-law Elnathan, a man married to
Zerubbabel’s daughter Shelomith, who ruled until around 490 BC. After that
point there is no evidence of a figure from Davidic descent involved in leader-
ship in the province.

Little is known about the little province of Yehud during the era after the dis-
appearance of Zerubbabel. Texts in Zechariah 9-14 and Malachi suggest that
there were some tensions within the community. Two of these tensions likely
revolved around the relationship between Jerusalem and the surrounding prov-
ince (Zech 12-14) and the relationship between the functioning of the Temple
and the priesthood (Malachi). Zechariah 11:4-16 may indeed point to Zerubba-
bel’s demise as the cause for this tension.® Evidence from Ezra 4 suggests that the
Jewish community in Yehud faced serious opposition in the first half of the fifth
century in the period leading up to Ezra’s arrival in 458 BC. Any progress that had
been made in securing Jerusalem as the capital city was eradicated by adversarial
forces within the empire. Ezra’s return, enabled and empowered by the Persian
court, was largely focused on renewal within the community, protecting the com-
munity from foreign influences, and securing any privileges that had been gained
from the Persians (Ezra 7-10). With Nehemiah came even greater empowerment
from the Persian court, finally securing Jerusalem as the provincial capital with
its protective wall (Neh 1-7). In the wake of Nehemiah two of the key identity
markers of the community were in place: Temple and capital, even if the third,
the monarchy, was no longer a reality.
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Although evidence is slight
for the period after the fifth
century, it appears that the
Temple in Jerusalem became
the key center for Jewish com-
munity and identity in Yehud.
However, even in the sixth cen-
tury BC the Jewish temple at
Elephantine in Egypt rivaled
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another temple would be built
on traditional Israelite soil,
that is, the Samaritan temple
on Mount Gerizim (Josephus
Antiquities 9.288; 11.302-310;
13.74),* and some have sug-
gested that sanctuaries were
already present in the sixth and
fifth centuries at Bethel (Zech 7:1-3), Lachish, and Casiphia (in Babylon; Ezra 8:17;
Ezek 11:14-16; see Knoppers 2004:112). There is also evidence of a Jewish sanctuary
built at Leontopolis in Egypt in the second century BC.” The limited size of Yehud
during this period, however, meant that most of these various sanctuaries were not
within the confines of the province, even if some of them were on traditional ter-
ritory. Nevertheless, their presence was a problem for those who saw the Temple
in Jerusalem as the fulfillment of the Deuteronomic legislation that centralized
worship and sacrifice (Deut 12).

With the Temple at the core of the Persian-period community, the priestly orders
clearly had a key role to play in identity formation for the community. They, along
with their Temple and services, provided the only link to the ancient traditions of
Israel. It is not surprising then that the priestly orders exerted considerable influ-
ence on Yehud from the Persian period until the destruction of the Second Temple
in AD 70.

The readers of Chronicles, therefore, were a community dealing with the realities
of life after the demise of their nation and independence. The failed reinstitution
of the royal line, together with the successful reconstruction of the Temple, meant
that at least for the time being the Temple and its sacred orders were the only hope
for nurturing Jewish community and faith. Notwithstanding, this was a community
that would have been dealing with considerable loss and in need of hope as they
lived under the hegemony of foreign lords whose tenure appeared unending.

The Province of Yehud
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CANONICITY & TEXTUAL HISTORY

Textual Sources. The key extant ancient witnesses to the original text of Chronicles
include the following: in Hebrew, the medieval Masoretic Hebrew manuscript
tradition and the much earlier Hebrew fragment found at Qumran (Japhet
1993:29);'° in Greek, the book called Paraleipomenon (which largely follows the
order of the book known from the Masoretic Hebrew tradition) and a later book
called 1 Esdras (or Esdras A, as in the LXX), which is included in the “Apocrypha”
found in some Protestant Bibles and is comprised of 1 Chronicles 35-36, Ezra
1-10, and Nehemiah 8 (with some additions, including a long narrative at 1 Esdr
3:1-5:6); in other ancient languages, most important of which include Latin (Old
Latin, Vulgate traditions), Aramaic (Targums, Syriac Peshitta), Ethiopic and Arabic
works. While these latter versions are of little help for establishing the original
Hebrew text of Chronicles," the Greek version cannot be ignored. Paraleipomenion
is a literal translation that in most cases reflects the same tradition as the Masoretic
Text. At times, however, it reflects a better reading than the Masoretic Text.'2 Although
reflecting “elegant and idiomatic Greek” and representing a later compilation of
sections of Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah, 1 Esdras is nevertheless a key resource
as an early textual witness to Chronicles (Knoppers 2004:56).

Close study of the Masoretic Text of Chronicles, the Masoretic Text of Samuel—
Kings, Qumran evidence of Samuel (4QSam?, 4QSam®, 4QSam¢), and the Septua-
gint for Samuel has demonstrated that Chronicles drew on a text of Samuel closer
to 4QSam?® and the Septuagint than to the Masoretic Text of Samuel, but on a text
of Kings closer to the Masoretic Text of Kings.!* This latter point is very important
because it reminds us that some of the “differences” between Chronicles and its
key source, Samuel—Kings, are not due to editorial revision by the Chronicler but
rather to textual revisions by scribes.

Textual Limits. One of the key debates over the past century of work on Chronicles
has been over the limits of the work. Since the nineteenth century it was largely
assumed that Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah were a single work that traced the
history of the world from Adam to Nehemiah. This view was based on textual data
(the overlap between the end of 2 Chr 36 and the beginning of Ezra 1 and the shape
of 1 Esdras, which stretches from 2 Chr 35 to Ezra 10 plus Neh 8), lexical data (long
lists of vocabulary shared by these books), and thematic data (shared interests in
genealogies and the Temple with its services and personnel).

Through the work of Sara Japhet and H. G. M. Williamson, however, the consen-
sus was seriously challenged, and the majority of opinion has shifted justifiably to
view Ezra-Nehemiah as a separate entity from Chronicles (Japhet 1968:330-371;
Williamson 1977b:5-82). Key to this shift are the following developments: First,
similarities in language between Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah have been reevalu-
ated in light of research on the history of the Hebrew language, which has shown
that much of this shared language was merely a reflection of a general linguistic
shift in the Hebrew language, a shift that resulted in a new type of Hebrew known
as “Late Biblical Hebrew.”!> In other words, the similarities in language between
Ezra-Nehemiah and Chronicles is likely due to their shared linguistic context, which
stands in marked contrast to the linguistic context of earlier Old Testament books.



1-2 CHRONICLES 12

Additionally, Japhet has highlighted the absence in Ezra-Nehemiah of vocabulary
key to Chronicles.'® Second, and related to this last point, several scholars have
noted significant differences between Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah on the the-
matic level, especially in their treatment of the traditions of David, mixed marriages,
the Sabbath, Levites, the northern kingdom, and prophecy.'” Third, the Chronicler’s
historiographic technique contrasts with that of the writer(s) of Ezra and Nehe-
miah, especially in the use of speech material to accentuate theological themes
(Williamson 1982:11). Fourth, the repetition of the proclamation of Cyrus at the
end of Chronicles (2 Chr 36:22-23) and the beginning of Ezra (Ezra 1:1-3) does not
strengthen the bond between the books, but rather shows that the Chronicler was
abbreviating the longer form in Ezra. Evidence for this can be seen in the way he
stopped his citation awkwardly (but purposefully) midsentence (see commentary
on 2 Chr 36:22-23); furthermore, by changing the Hebrew phrase mippi [1H4480/6310,
214946/7023] (from/through the mouth of) in Ezra 1:1 to bepi [11871.2/6310, 24928/7023]
(through the mouth of) in 2 Chronicles 36:22, the Chronicler brought the text into
line with the form in 2 Chronicles 36:21 (bepi). And finally, the evidence of 1 Esdras
does not apply to this discussion because it originated after Chronicles and Ezra-
Nehemiah had already reached their final forms.

Textual Editions. There have been many proposals concerning the editorial process
that produced the form of Chronicles we possess today, including those which
posit Priestly, Levitical, and Deuteronomistic redactions.'® The issue is complicated,
however, by the fact that the book appears to be an editorial masterpiece, drawing
on a variety of sources (even on the fundamental level of all theories). As per
Knoppers (2004:92), identifying redactions within a book such as Chronicles is
rendered nearly impossible because of the nature of the Chronicler’s compositional
technique: “his adroitness in drawing upon originally disparate lemmata, his ability
to acknowledge and negotiate different ideological perspectives, and his capacity
for pursuing his own agenda as he engages a variety of earlier biblical traditions.”
Evidence of diversity should be seen not as “an indelible mark of literary disunity”
but rather as “the author’s concern to mediate different perspectives.”

Canon. Seventeenth-century rationalist Baruch Spinoza once wrote of the books
of Chronicles: “I have always been astonished that they have been included in the
Bible by men who shut out from the canon the books of Wisdom, Tobit, and the
others styled apocryphal” (2004:2.10.5)." This much later criticism of Chronicles,
however, admits that such disdain was not shared by the ancients who affirmed and
formed the Canon. In all ancient Hebrew manuscripts Chronicles appears in the
third section of the Hebrew canon, called the Ketubim (or the Writings). Although
some may argue that its presence within the Writings suggests its inferiority to the
books of the other two sections, this cannot be sustained. According to Sanders, the
first two sections (Torah and Prophets, the latter including Samuel—Kings) were
probably “stabilized in content and order” by the sixth or fifth centuries BC (ABD
1.840), which is before the Chronicler completed his work. Most likely its location
within the Writings is due to the period of its composition.

While the early list of biblical books in the Babylonian Talmud places Chronicles
in the final position of the Writings (and thus the Hebrew Bible as a whole),? the
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Hebrew textual tradition that ultimately dominated the transmission of the Hebrew
Bible throughout the Medieval period (Masoretic) nearly always places Chronicles
at the beginning of the Writings followed by the grouping Psalms/Proverbs/Job (in
various orders).” The Writings include books that shaped and describe the worship
of the community that endured exile and was instrumental in restoring worship and
in assembling the Canon after the Exile. For instance, in this section one finds the
Psalter with its record of and resource for the worship of the people of God. Here
one also finds the five Megilloth or scrolls, each of which was read at one of the
five major festivals in the Jewish liturgical year (Ruth = Pentecost; Song of Songs =
Passover; Ecclesiastes = Shelters; Lamentations = ninth of Ab; and Esther = Purim).
Finally, the Wisdom Literature is located in this section, offering instructions for
wise living.

In contrast, in the Jewish Greek textual traditions (Septuagint), the traditions that
have been most influential on the order of books in Christian Bible translations,
Chronicles is found following the books of Kings (Kingdoms) and before the book
of Ezra. It appears that those who created this order grouped books according to
genre and tradition, thus emphasizing the historiographic dimension of the Chron-
icler's work. As already noted above, the name given to Chronicles in this tradition
means “omissions.” This suggests that its role in the shadow of the long history
that stretches from Genesis to Kings is to fill in information that was missed. Its
position prior to Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther is also suggestive of its role to bridge
the gap between Kings and Ezra, especially with its closing genealogy (1 Chr 9) and
narrative (2 Chr 36).

While in the Jewish Greek tradition, Chronicles functions as a rereading of the
story of Israel that stretches from Genesis to Kings, in the Jewish Hebrew tradition it
forms a bridge to the worship rhythms of the community that arose out of the ashes
of the Exile. These two ways of handling Chronicles reflect emphases that honor the
intentions of the Chronicler.

LITERARY CONCERNS

The writer of Chronicles explicitly cited sources at several points in his account, and
the names of these sources are different from those cited in the book of Kings for
the kings of Judah (see chart on next page).?

The book of Kings cites in one place an account of Solomon’s reign and in all
other places a single source providing the accounts of all the kings of the southern
kingdom. The Chronicler cited sources similar in name to the royal accounts in
Kings: in two cases The Book of the Kings of Israel (seper malke yisra’el; 1 Chr 9:1;
2 Chr 20:34), in one case The Events (NLT, “Book”) of the Kings of Israel (dibre malke
yisra'el; 2 Chr 33:18), in one case The Commentary on the Book of the Kings (2 Chr
24:27), in four cases The Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel (2 Chr 16:11; 25:26;
28:26; 32:32), and in three cases The Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah (2 Chr
27:7; 35:27; 36:8; cf. 1 Chr 9:1). Interestingly, none of these names match the
names of the sources cited throughout Kings. The Chronicler also cited accounts
beyond those explicitly mentioning kings in their title, and all of these accounts
are related to various prophets: Nathan the prophet (1 Chr 29:29; 2 Chr 9:29), Gad
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CHRONICLES KINGS
1 Chr 29:29 The Record of Samuel the Seer, — -
The Record of Nathan the
Prophet, and The Record of
Gad the Seer
2 Chr 9:29 The Record of Nathan the 1 Kgs 11:41 | The Book of the Acts
Prophet, and The Prophecy of of Solomon
Ahijah from Shiloh, and also in
The Visions of Iddo the Seer
2 Chr 12:15 The Record of Shemaiah the 1 Kgs 14:29 | The Book of the History
Prophet and The Record of of the Kings of Judah
Iddo the Seer, which are part
of the genealogical record
2 Chr 13:22 The Commentary of Iddo the 1 Kgs 15:7 The Book of the History
Prophet of the Kings of Judah
2 Chr 16:1 The Book of the Kings of Judah 1 Kgs 15:23 | The Book of the History
and Israel of the Kings of Judah
2 Chr 20:34 The Record of Jehu Son of 1 Kgs 22:45 | The Book of the History
Hanani, which is included in of the Kings of Judah
The Book of the Kings of Israel
- - 2 Kgs 8:23 | The Book of the History
of the Kings of Judah
2 Chr 24:27 The Commentary on the Book 2 Kgs 12:19 | The Book of the History
of the Kings of the Kings of Judah
2 Chr 25:26 The Book of the Kings of Judah 2 Kgs 14:18 | The Book of the History
and Israel of the Kings of Judah
2 Chr 26:22 Events ... recorded by the 2 Kgs 15:6 The Book of the History
prophet Isaiah son of Amoz of the Kings of Judah
2 Chr 27:7 The Book of the Kings of Israel 2 Kgs 15:36 | The Book of the History
and Judah of the Kings of Judah
2 Chr 28:26 The Book of the Kings of Judah 2 Kgs 16:19 | The Book of the History
and Israel of the Kings of Judah
2 Chr 32:32 The Vision of the Prophet Isaiah | 2 Kgs 20:20 | The Book of the History
Son of Amoz, which is of the Kings of Judah
included in The Book of the
Kings of Judah and Israel
2 Chr 33:18-19 | The Book of the Kings of Israel .. .| 2 Kgs 21:17 | The Book of the History
The Record of the Seers of the Kings of Judah
- - 2 Kgs 21:25 | The Book of the History
of the Kings of Judah
2 Chr 35:27 The Book of the Kings of Israel 2 Kgs 23:28 | The Book of the History
and Judah of the Kings of Judah
2 Chr 36:8 The Book of the Kings of Israel 2 Kgs 24:5 The Book of the History
and Judah of the Kings of Judah
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the seer (1 Chr 29:29), Ahijah from Shiloh (2 Chr 9:29), Iddo the seer (2 Chr
9:29; 12:15) and prophet (2 Chr 13:22), Shemaiah the prophet (2 Chr 12:15),
Jehu son of Hanani (2 Chr 20:34), the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz (2 Chr 26:22;
32:32), and the seers (2 Chr 33:18-19). While the royal accounts are nearly
always referred to with the term “book,” in 2 Chronicles 24:27 the royal record
is referred to as The Commentary on the Book of the Kings. This term “commentary”
(midrash 4097, z44535]) is also associated with one of the prophetic sources in
2 Chronicles 13:22. Other terms associated with the prophetic sources include:
“record” (1 Chr 29:29; 2 Chr 12:15; 20:34; 33:19; cf. 2 Chr 26:22), “prophecy”
(2 Chr 9:29), and “vision” (2 Chr 9:29; 32:32). At certain points the Chronicler
notes that these prophetic sources were part of a larger piece of work, whether
a genealogical record (2 Chr 12:15) or a royal account (2 Chr 20:34; 32:32).

It can probably be assumed that when the Chronicler incorporates material into
his account not known from other extant literature (like Samuel—Kings), his cita-
tions name the source of this extra material. It is interesting that in every case these
unique source citations replace the source citation found in the book of Kings
(upon which the Chronicler is relying) and in two cases the citations in Kings are
deleted without the Chronicler adding any of his own (2 Kgs 8:23; 21:25). Also
interesting is that the Chronicler’s additions to the account of Solomon in Kings
constitute long lists of Temple and military personnel, not the kind of material one
would expect in books related to prophets (2 Chr 9:29; cf. Knoppers 2004:124).
The fact that the prophetic sources are viewed as originally part of a larger royal
account (2 Chr 20:34; 32:32), may suggest that the Chronicler was referring merely
to the account of that prophet within his source in Kings. However, this does not
solve the problem of the reference to the records of Shemaiah and Iddo within a
“genealogical record.”

This evidence suggests that the Chronicler was relying on a royal account,
described in various ways and probably referring to a form of the biblical books
of Samuel—Kings (cf. Williamson 1982:18).2% At times the Chronicler referred to
prophetic material that appears within Samuel—Kings (2 Chr 20:34; 32:32); in
another place this prophetic material appears within a genealogical record (2 Chr
12:15). But there appear to be still other sources, all but one drawn from prophetic
sources. In that one case the Chronicler attests access to a commentary on the book
of Kings (2 Chr 24:27).

While the focus of much study on these various citations has been on estab-
lishing the authenticity of these references and the existence of the sources them-
selves, one should not miss the rhetorical effect of these citations. The fact that
the citations are dominated by references to prophetic works is important in the
development of the narrative. The Chronicler was showing how both prophets and
kings in Judah affirm the Temple and its services. Thus, citations of these sources
play a role not only in bolstering the authenticity of the Chronicler’s account, but
also in strengthening the Chronicler’s appeal to his generation to rally around the
Temple. Furthermore, as Knoppers (2004:124-125) has observed, “References to
prophets and prophetic figures in his source citations seem to fall into a larger pat-
tern. Such references almost always occur for rulers whom the Chronicler appraises
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positively”?* (1 Chr 29:29; 2 Chr 9:29; 13:22; 20:34; 26:22; 32:32) or in accounts
where “prophecies or prophetic figures play major roles in turning around negative
segments of their reigns” (2 Chr 12:14-15; 33:18-19).

Whether one can firmly link the citations of the royal sources (2 Chr 16:11; 20:34;
24:27; 25:26; 27:7; 28:26; 32:32; 35:27; 36:8) in Chronicles to a form of the pres-
ent biblical book of Samuel—Kings, it is common knowledge that the main source
for Chronicles (about 50 percent) is the account of Israelite history in Samuel and
Kings.” In addition, the Chronicler also draws on the Torah, Joshua, Ruth, Ezra,
Nehemiah, and Psalms.

The Chronicler was a master at combining sources together into a new entity,
in some cases citing his source verbatim while in others removing and rearrang-
ing material found in his source. In some cases the Chronicler inserted material
unknown from any extant source. This material may have come from a written
source or from oral tradition. By contrasting the Chronicler’s source material with
his narrative (see “Textual Sources” above) and by comparing narrative sections
throughout Chronicles that are unique to the Chronicler’s work, one can discern
the creative agenda of the Chronicler as he weaved a new history of Israel that was
relevant to his own context and values.

It is apparent from studying this work that the Chronicler was not only writing
“the facts” of the national history of Israel, but rather (as in all historical writing)
he was also addressing burning issues in his own day. As discussed above, in all his-
torical work there is interplay between the needs of the author’s generation and the
realities of history. This is true not only in the selection of the data for the historical
work, but also in the presentation of this data.

The Chronicler viewed the history of Israel from his perspective not only after the
Exile but also after the first phase of the restoration with its successes and failures.
For the Chronicler the city of Jerusalem had been restored, the Temple rebuilt, and
its services restored, but the political stature of Jerusalem and the Davidic monarchy
had not reached the prophetic expectations of the Babylonian and early Persian
periods. The concerns that result from this mixture of success and failure are subtly
addressed by the Chronicler in his work. Israel’s failure to regain its former status is
to be linked to the enduring need for renewal among the community.?®

MAJOR THEMES

Covenant Relationship and Obedience. The Chronicler gave close attention to
covenant relationship with the Lord and obedience to Torah. Great emphasis is
placed on God'’s willingness to act graciously in response to the penitential posture
of his people, as well as on God’s willingness to discipline justly in response to
sin (see introduction to 2 Chr 10-36). This is exemplified most vividly in the
Chronicler’s portrayal of Manasseh. While in Kings Manasseh is depicted as the
worst of all kings, in 2 Chronicles 33 Manasseh becomes an example of an exilic
figure whose repentance led to his bringing restoration to the land and kingdom.
Human responses encouraged throughout Chronicles include seeking God,
humbling oneself, praying, and turning to God (see the programmatic statement
of Yahweh in 2 Chr 7:14), while responses discouraged include abandoning God
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and being unfaithful to him (see the programmatic statement by the Chronicler in
2 Chr 12:1-2; Longman and Dillard 2006:199-200). Key also to this renewal was
the enduring support of the Temple and its worship. This can be discerned in the
Chronicler’s close attention to the various kings’ support or lack of support for the
Temple. This is showcased most vividly in the Chronicler’s treatment of the accounts
of David and Solomon. While Samuel—Kings focuses considerable attention on
their building the kingdom, Chronicles focuses almost exclusively on their building
the Temple. The Chronicler depicts David as consumed with the transfer of the Ark
into Jerusalem, and he devotes 1 Chronicles 22-29 to describe in detail David's
preparations for the Temple construction and services. In Chronicles the gift to
Solomon of wisdom (and the wealth and fame that accompanied it) is immediately
linked to the Temple-building project (2 Chr 1-2), unlike Kings, where wisdom is
related to his administration of justice and rule (1 Kgs 3-4).

For the Chronicler, those who embrace this renewal experience blessing (building
construction, military resources and victory, royal offspring, popular support, long
rule), while those who reject it suffer curse (lacking the above signs). Through this
theme, the Chronicler sought to show his community the power of renewal and
faithfulness in the present circumstances but also to warn them of the potential
damage for a community that rejects his call. The new start for his community is
made clear in the final chapter of the book. Second Chronicles 36:21 draws on the
theology of Leviticus 25:4; 26:33-35 to highlight the renewal of the land and of its
people in the Persian period. As they “go there” (2 Chr 36:23), that is, to Jerusalem,
they are given a clean slate and a new opportunity. The call of the Chronicler is to
obedience to the covenant and support of the Temple.

Legitimizing the Present by the Past. As noted above, the Chronicler offers consistent
exhortations and examples from the monarchial past to guide the community in
the kind of renewal that would lead to full restoration. Another way the Chronicler
regularly uses the past is to legitimize the present community. This can be seen
in his fixation with genealogies and lists throughout his account, especially in
1 Chronicles (1 Chr 1-9, 11-12, 23-27). These lists offer legitimacy to the people
as a whole, reminding them of God’s election of Israel from time immemorial, but
also to the families who served in the Temple and its services. Such legitimacy is very
important in the wake of the stain of the Exile and new circumstances of foreign
hegemony (see Ezra 2:61-63).

The Chronicler offers such legitimization also through a technique called
“recapitulative historiography” (Longman and Dillard 2006:198)—that is, he used
an earlier incident in the story of Israel as a model for a later incident. Thus, David
and Solomon are depicted through the model of Moses and Joshua (see commen-
tary on 1 Chr 22), and later Solomon and his craftsman Huram-abi are depicted
through the model of Bezalel and Oholiab (see introduction to 2 Chr 1-9) in
order to legitimize a Temple and dynasty stained by the sin of the later monarchy.
Additionally, for those who were being called to follow the example of David and
Solomon in support for the Temple and its services, this clearly established the
premonarchic Tabernacle as the theological foundation for the Temple. Legitimacy
for the present is based on these links to the past.
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Prophetic Office. Another feature of the Chronicler’s account is the treatment of
the prophetic office. At several junctures the Chronicler cites prophetic accounts as
key sources for his work (1 Chr 29:29; 2 Chr 9:29; 12:15; 13:22; 32:32), lending
credibility to his account. In addition, those associated elsewhere with classic
prophecy, such as Jehu, Isaiah, and Jeremiah, are cited in the text (2 Chr 19:2;
32:20; 35:25). At the same time, however, the line of this classic prophetic witness
is now broadened to include Levites (1 Chr 25:1-5; 2 Chr 20:14; 29:30; 34:30;
35:15), priests (2 Chr 24:20), and even foreign monarchs (2 Chr 35:22). The
Chronicler treats the prophetic tradition of the past as authoritative revelation
while expanding this tradition to include revelation through the sacred personnel
attached to the Temple and to imperial figures who superintended the political
structure of the province. In this way the Temple could function as a conduit for
divine revelation to his people, and the present imperial situation could be seen
as Yahweh'’s present will.

Limits of the Restoration Community. But there is more. The Chronicler sought to
expand not only the people’s view of prophecy but also their view of the limits of
the restoration community. The Chronicler, rather than losing hope for a united
Israel, engendered hope through his many references to “all Israel” (1 Chr 9:1;
11:1, 10; 12:38; 14:8; 15:3, 28; 18:14; 2 Chr 1:2; 7:8; 9:30; 10:3, 16; 12:1; 13:4, 15;
18:16; 24:5). His concern to include all the tribes is evident when he lists as many
tribes as possible in his genealogies of 1 Chronicles 1-9 (leaving out only Zebulun
and Dan). The omission of the history of the northern kingdom throughout the
account is not intended as a slight against these tribes, but rather is used to play
down the schism and to include them in “all Israel.” For the community of Yehud
(Judah) in the Persian period, this message was important. It was a subtle reminder
that the proper vision of restoration must include Jews from both Yehud and
Samaria, from the south as well as the north. There is plenty of evidence to suggest
that there were tensions between the two provinces in the Persian Empire, seen
best in the confrontation between people from the north and Zerubbabel (Ezra
4:1-5), as well as Sanballat’s concerted effort to derail Nehemiah (Neh 2:19; 4:1-9;
6:1-14). The Chronicler, however, would have nothing to do with this separation
between north and south. This does not mean that he would allow Jews from
Samaria to control Yehud, but rather that there is only one option: a kingdom
comprised of inhabitants from both north and south united around the Temple,
King, and Jerusalem.

THEOLOGICAL CONCERNS

The historical context and historiographic agenda above lay the foundation for
the potential of Chronicles as a source of Christian theological reflection. The
Chronicler wrote for an audience living in the wake of the fall of Judah and its
subsequent exile in the sixth century BC. This was an audience forced to reorient
their faith and worldview to a post-kingdom reality, living as an insignificant Jewish
colony on the edge of the mighty Persian Empire. The themes developed in this
book would have provided a basis for this community to live faithfully through
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successive Greek and Roman empires, the soil in which Christianity took root.
Christian readers often forget that the community to which the Chronicler wrote
was a community that preserved the covenantal tradition upon which the church
is founded. It is not surprising that Matthew’s Gospel begins with a genealogy that
continues the line traced by the Chronicler in 1 Chronicles 3 and then shows its
fulfillment in the person of Jesus Christ. Luke’s Gospel begins with stories of people
who had gathered around the Temple courts (one of the objects of the Chronicler’s
passion), serving Yahweh faithfully and awaiting the appearance of the Messiah. The
genealogies and narratives the Christian reader finds within the pages of Chronicles
are thus to be seen first and foremost as the genealogies and narratives of their
ancestors and traditions.

But Chronicles is more than just a record of the past. It is filled with theological
potential for the church today, a church living in what is often described as a post-
Christendom era in which the church has been pushed from its place of cultural privi-
lege to the private margins of society. In this way the church today resonates with a
community struggling to cope with life at these margins and can leverage not only the
theology of the early church who saw themselves as aliens and strangers but also that of
abook like Chronicles. Through this book the Chronicler speaks to those searching for
identity as the people of God in an age when the surrounding culture (empire) domi-
nated their lives so profoundly. Chronicles identifies key spiritual rhythms for indi-
vidual and community living in this context, whether the call to revival and renewal
through repentance, the invitation to make prayer a priority in their lives and commu-
nities, or the provision of a robust theology of worship—outlining David’s innovations
in verbal worship alongside the enduring Mosaic tradition of sacrifice.

For the committed and patient reader, there are immeasurable riches in this intri-
cate book, which is far more than a collection of mere “omissions,” as the Greek
textual tradition treated it, but rather a vision for a community to live faithfully
among the nations because they represent God'’s hope for the world.

OUTLINE OF 1 CHRONICLES
l. Genealogies from Adam to Saul's Family (1:1-9:44)
A. Genealogies from Adam to Israel's Family (1:1-2:2)
B. Genealogies of Judah, Hezron, Caleb, David, Solomon, Jehoiachin,
and Simeon (2:3-4:43)
C. Genealogies of Reuben, Gad, and the Transjordan Tribes (5:1-26)
D. The Priestly Line (6:1-81)
E. Genealogies of Issachar, Benjamin, Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim,
and Asher (7:1-40)
F. Genealogies of Benjamin and Saul (8:1-9:1a)
G. List of Exilic Returnees and Saul's Genealogy (9:1b-44)
[I. The Account of David (10:1-29:30)
A. The Death of King Saul (10:1-14)
B. David Becomes King of All Israel, Conquers Jerusalem, and Is Joined
by Mighty Warriors (11:1-47)
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. David's Military Support (12:1-40)
. David Attempts to Move the Ark (13:1-14)
. David's Family and Palace (14:1-17)

Moving the Ark to Jerusalem (15:1-16:3)

. The Levites Lead Worship before the Ark (16:4-43)
. The Lord's Covenant Promise to David (17:1-27)

David's Military Victories (18:1-17)
David Defeats the Ammonites and Arameans (19:1-19)

. David Captures Rabbah; Battles against Philistine Giants (20:1-8)

David Takes a Census (21:1-22:1)
.Preparations for the Temple (22:2-19)

. David's Commission of the Levites: Gershonites, Kohathites,

Merarites (23:1-32)

. David's Commission of the Priests; List of Levitical Leaders (24:1-31)

David's Commission of Levitical Musicians: Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun
(25:1-31)

. David's Commission of the Levitical Gatekeepers, Treasurers, and

Administrators (26:1-32)

. David's Commission of the Military; Lists of Tribal Leaders and

Officials (27:1-34)
David's Instructions to Solomon (28:1-21)
David's Final Acts before Solomon Becomes King (29:1-30)

OUTLINE OF 2 CHRONICLES
[. The Account of Solomon (1:1-9:31)
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. Solomon Asks God for Wisdom (1:1-17)

. Preparations for Building the Temple (2:1-18)

. Solomon Builds the Temple (3:1-4:22)

. After the Ark Is Brought, God's Presence Fills the Temple (5:1-14)
. Solomon's Praise and Prayer (6:1-42)

The Dedication of the Temple and God's Message to Solomon (7:1-22)

. Solomon's Achievements (8:1-16)
. Solomon's Economic Achievement and International Fame

(8:17-9:31)

[I. The Account after Solomon (10:1-36:23)
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. Division of the Kingdom (10:1-11:4)

. Rehoboam's Period of Success (11:5-23)

. Rehoboam's Rebellion and Repentance (12:1-16)
. Abijah's Reign (13:1-14:1a)

Asa's Reign (14:1b-16:14)
1. Asa's early years (14:1b-15)
2. Asa's later years (15:1-16:14)
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F. The Reign of Jehoshaphat (17:1-21:1a)
1. Jehoshaphat rules in Judah (17:1-19)
2. Jehoshaphat's inappropriate alliance with Ahab of Israel
(18:1-34)
3. Jehoshaphat appoints judges (19:1-11)
4. Jehoshaphat's victories and inappropriate alliance with Ahaziah
of Israel (20:1-21:1a)
G. Jehoram's Reign (21:1b-20)
H. Ahaziah's Reign (22:1-9)
. Athaliah's Reign until Overthrown by Jehoiada (22:10-23:21)
J. Joash's Reign (24:1-27)
K. The Reign of Amaziah (25:1-28)
L. The Reign of Uzziah (26:1-23)
M.The Reign of Jotham (27:1-9)
N. The Reign of Ahaz (28:1-27)
0. The Reign of Hezekiah (29:1-32:33)
1. Hezekiah takes the throne and reopens the Temple (29:1-36)
2. Renewal of the Passover and Festival of Unleavened Bread
(30:1-31:1)
. Reform of worship practices (31:2-21)
. Rescue from Assyrian attack (32:1-23)
. Hezekiah's sickness, pride, repentance, and later accomplishments
(32:24-33)
P. The Reigns of Manasseh and Amon (33:1-25)
Q. The Reign of Josiah (34:1-35:27)
1. Josiah's accession and reform of worship (34:1-33)
2. Josiah's celebration of the Passover and Festival of Unleavened
Bread (35:1-19)
3. Josiah's death with a summary of his reign (35:20-27)
R. The Reigns of Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah, and the
Fall of Jerusalem (36:1-23)

oA~ W

ENDNOTES

1. It was through Ray Dillard that I met H. G. M. Williamson, my first doctoral supervisor,
under whose guidance I continued to hone my perspective on this rich corpus. It is to
these two mentors that I dedicate this volume. As in all my books, I would like to give
Augustine the final word: Ego ex eorum numero me esse profiteor qui scribunt proficiendo,
et scribendo proficient (Augustine Epistle 143.2, via John Calvin).

2. Although Chronicles is often disparaged as useful for theology but not history, see
discussion of the use of Chronicles for historical reconstruction in Dillard 1987; Japhet
1993:31-41 (with examples at 1002-1004); Knoppers 1997:178-203; Vaughn 1999.
Japhet (2006:216) notes: “Although the Chronicler certainly adopts the theological
framework within which Israel’s history is conceived, he does provide some data that
contribute to a better historical understanding of these issues.” Furthermore, Knoppers
(1997:202) cautiously writes: “It is also clear, however, that the unique evidence of
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11.

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22.

23.

24.

Chronicles, when compared with archeological or epigraphic evidence, is occasionally
of some value for historical reconstruction.” For a review of trends, see Japhet
1985:83-107; Peltonen 1996; Smelik 1998.

. The complete version of this proclamation can be found in Ezra 1 and an official

archival record in Aramaic in Ezra 6:3-5.

. See the evidence in Knoppers 2004:105-111.

. See further Boda 2004.

. See further Boda 2003¢:277-291.

. “One document from Elephantine claims that the Jewish temple there was built during

a period of native Egyptian rule before the Persian conquest under Cambyses (reigned
529-522 Bc). That would give a date for the construction of the Elephantine temple

by the mid-sixth century at the latest” (TBD 420). Clearly by the late fifth century the
Elephantine temple had been destroyed (410 BC), because permission for its reconstruc-
tion is recorded in documents sent first to Johanan the high priest (Neh 12:22-23) and
Bagoas governor of Yehud, and then three years later to Bagoas and to Delaiah and
Shelemiah, the sons of Sanballat, the governor of Samaria (Neh 2:10, 19; 4:1, 7; 6:1, 2,
5,12, 14; 13:28). The temple was rebuilt by 402 Bc, even if permission for burnt offer-
ings was denied.

. Williamson (ABD 5.973-975) notes that the temple at Gerizim was built at the time

of Darius III before the advance of Alexander the Great. According to Josephus (Antig-
uities 11.302-310 [11.8.2-4]) the governor of Samaria in the fourth century Bc, Sanbal-
lat, promised a priest named Manasseh the priesthood and also a temple on Mount
Gerizim to rival Jerusalem. This temple was destroyed by the Maccabean king John
Hyrcanus in 128 BC (Josephus Antiquities 13.254-256 [13.9.1]; War 1.62-63 [1.2.6]).
The temple is also mentioned in 2 Macc 5:23; 6:2.

. Built by Onias (III or IV) sometime in the second century BC by permission of Ptolemy VI

Philometor; see Josephus War 7.420-436; see ABD 3.1040.

Only four words of which are legible.

However, see the comments of Japhet (1993:30-31), who notes with Rudolph the
helpfulness of the Old Latin as a witness to the LXX tradition and also as a witness to
the original Hebrew text at three places (2 Chr 4:17; 20:2; 32:31). The Targum of
Chronicles did not reach its final form until the eighth to ninth centuries AD.

See Japhet 1993:30; Allen (1999:168) argues that Paraleipomenon is a “valuable witness”
to the text of Chronicles in second-century BC Egypt.

See ABD 1.995; McKenzie 1985; Knoppers 2004:70; Klein 2006:28-30.

See Boda and Redditt 2008.

See Williamson 1977b:37-59; cf. Polzin 1976; Talshir 1988:165-193; Throntveit
1982:201-216.

Japhet 1968:330-371.

See Braun 1979:52-64; Williamson 1977b:60-69; 1982:9-11.

See Knoppers 2004:90-93 for a detailed review of this issue.

Cited by Ben Zvi (2002:262).

Within the tradition represented by the Babylonian Talmud (b. Bava Batra 14b; no
earlier than second century AD), Chronicles appears at the end of the Writings
(Knoppers 2004:135-136; ABD 1.840). Some medieval Hebrew manuscripts follow
the Babylonian Talmud order.

See further Boda 2009d:4-10, 357-358, 506-514.

See Klein 2006:40; cf. Knoppers 2004:123. When dealing with the kings of Israel (who
are largely ignored by the Chronicler), the writer of Kings cites the source The Book of
the History of the Kings of Israel (e.g., 1 Kgs 14:19; 15:31; 16:5, 14, 20, 27; 22:39; 2 Kgs
1:18; 10:34; 13:8, 12; 14:15, 28; 15:11, 15, 21, 31).

See Klein (2006:41), who argues that although various names are used, they all refer
to the same book.

So also Klein 2006:41.
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25. For this see Kalimi 2005b:1. There has been great debate over whether the Chronicler
and the writer of Samuel—Kings were each relying upon a third source (Halpern
1981:35-54). The majority of scholars see Samuel—Kings as the source for the Chroni-
cler. There has also been debate over what form of Samuel—Kings the Chronicler relied
upon as his source. Although it is true that in some cases the Chronicler appears to be
relying on an earlier text form, this cannot account for all the differences.

26. See Boda 2009b.
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